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Parish Announcements 
 

Update 
 

 
Church Service at Streatley - Sunday at 9.30 am 

 
Church Service at Parish Centre - Sunday at 11.15 am 

 
Parish Centre Service - Wednesday 10.15 am 

 
Private prayer - by arrangement only 
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Bishop Richard’s letter                                                       November 2026 
 

The thin red bricks of St Albans are an appealing feature of our cathedral city. They are 

found in profusion around the Roman ruins and have been adopted in many newer 

buildings as an echo of Verulamium’s ancient roots. The tower of the abbey church - built 

in the late eleventh century - utilised many thousands of these, and we see the same style 

wandering in through the welcome centre constructed in the present one. 

 

Our life together is constantly being built and rebuilt in different ways, using what has been 

passed down. We speak of being ‘self-made’ men or women but really there is no such 

thing; each of us being constructed in large part by what is around and before us. 

 

There’s a line I say from the Psalms each morning which says of God: 

 

‘It is He that hath made us and not we ourselves’. (Psalm 100, called ‘Jubilate’ in 

the Prayer Book). 

 

In other words, our prayer, and our life, begin by recognising God as our maker, whatever 

we may make of this fact. And it struck me this week that the Christian has two 

construction projects going on at the same time: the ‘us’ we are constructing for ourselves 

and the ‘us’ God is making us into, so that we reflect his likeness ever more clearly.  

 

Growing up into the Christian life, it seems to me, is about realising how vitally important 

it is to trust and allow God, our master builder, to do this work within us. To make us, brick 

by brick, into a spiritual house where he settles and dwells. 

 

With the assurance of my prayers, 

 

Bishop Andrew 
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St Margaret’s 
Church, Streatley  

 

From the Registers 
 

Interment of Ashes 

 

October 17th   - Roy Waters 

October 26th   - Kenneth Pugh 

October 26th  -  Graham Newsome 

 
 

 

Tower Light Sponsorship 

To celebrate or commemorate a special occasion, please contact Pam Hooker by 1st  of the previous 
month, via email Pam.norm1@gmail.com  Sponsorship £5 per week. 
 

Altar Sponsorship 
 
   

 
Would you like to sponsor flowers for the Altar pedestal to celebrate a special occasion such as a birthday, wedding, 
anniversary, christening, or any other celebration or may be in memory of a loved one?   There is a record of 
sponsorship in a book on the chest in the Cross Aisle in Church and as a token of thanks you will receive a 
commemorative card with a photograph.    If you are interested, please contact Brenda on 01582 575 620 who will 
be happy to discuss your needs. 
 

 

mailto:pam.norm1@gmail.com
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CHURCH CALENDAR - NOVEMBER 
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DUTY ROTA 

 
The Services at St Margaret’s - Are you on Duty? 

 
1st November 09.30 Parish Communion  

All Saints Sidesperson Carol Hodges 

 Reader Linda Stephenson 

 Intercessions Paul Ingram 

 Coffee Judy Seymour, Maureen Ingram 

 Cleaning Carol Hodges, Wendy Dyer, Ray Harrison 

   

8th November 09.30 Parish Communion 

Remembrance 

Sunday 

Sidesperson Tony Baines 

 Reader Pat Wren 

 Intercessions Teresa Dales 

   

15th  November 09.30  Parish Communion 

Trinity 24 Sidesperson Rod Giles 

 Reader Judy Seymour 

 Intercessions Linda Stephenson 

 Coffee Carol Hodges, Wendy Dyer 

   

 22nd November 09.30 Parish Communion 

Christ the King Sidesperson Ray Harrison 

 Reader Jan Williams 

 Intercessions Julia Godino 

 Coffee Val Blewitt, Linda Stephenson, Jan Williams 

 Cleaning Jean Kain, Pat Wren 

   

29th  November 09.30 Parish Communion  

Advent 1 Sidesperson Carol Hodges 

 Reader Alan Williams 

 Intercessions Paul Ingram 

 Coffee Janet Giles, Beryl Gold 

   

 Laundry Carol Hodges 
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COFFEE ROTA SEPTEMBER TO DECEMBER 2026 

 

 

13th September  and 1st November Judy Seymour 
Maureen Ingram 

20th September and 15th November Carol Hodges 
Wendy Dyer 

27th September and 22nd November Val Blewitt 
Linda Stephenson 
Jan Williams 

11th October and 29th November Janet Giles 
Beryl Gold 

18th October and 6th December Jean Kain 
Pat Wren 

25th October and 13th December Brenda Daniells 
Jan Williams 

 
 
 

No Coffee                        8th November - Remembrance Sunday 
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Hymn of the Month - November 
 

Abide with me - Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847) 
 
The month of November is a period for reflection. 
 
All Saints’ Day ( November 1st) commemorates the Saints of the Church. 
 
All Souls’ Day (November 2nd) is a day of prayerful remembrance for the faithful 
departed. 
 
Remembrance Day (November 11th) is the Memorial Day to honour members of the 
armed forces who have died in the line of duty. 
 
A favourite hymn for Christians facing sorrow and deep distress is “Abide with me.” 
 
The author Henry Lyte took the text of the hymn from the account of Christ’s 
appearance with the two disciples on the way to Emmaus and their statement 
 

“Abide with us for it is evening and the day is far spent” 
 
Reverend Lyte was pastor of a Church in Brixham. He suffered with very poor health 
and was  eventually advised to move to Southern Europe to help him survive 
consumption. After his last Communion Service in Devon, heartbroken at leaving 
his congregation, he penned the words:     
 

“Abide with me fast falls  the eventide;                                    
The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide, 

          When other helpers fail and comforts flee,     
          Help of the helpless, O abide with me” 
 
Two months later he passed into the presence of his Lord leaving a legacy of this 
great Hymn sung by millions of people today. 
 
Barbara Donaldson. 
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CHURCHWARDENS’ NEWS 
 
 

After our second round of advertising, we have not been able to find a new minister. 
The search will continue and in the meantime we thank you all for stepping up and 
helping out. In this regard, the PCC decided not to hold the Christmas Day service 
in church. The Christingle and Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve is going ahead - 
many thanks to Reverends Chris Burrows and Mae Palmer. 
 
A good response has been received in regard to wrapping shoe boxes and filling 
with small gifts for Samaritans Purse to distribute wherever children are deprived. 
By the time you read this the boxes will be wrapped and packed, and waiting to be 
delivered to the collection station between the 9th - 16th November. 
 
There has been no response to emails and telephone calls to our Community 

Payback contact. We have made another application through gov.uk which will 
hopefully provide a more positive answer. Contact has also been made with a 
company who will hopefully be able to complete an asbestos survey for us at a 
reasonable price. 
 
We have been very lucky to obtain grants on the first time of asking, to carry out the 
required stoneworks on the church. A contract is in the process of being signed and 
the work is being scheduled by Spotlight Construction.  
 
A couple of tenants of the allotments have handed back their allotments as of 
September; however, we have a few new people taking up tenancy. 
 
A few groups will be visiting the church over the next few months - a couple of 
school groups and U3A Historic Church group. If you know of anyone who is 
interested in historic churches and their preservation, please make them aware of 
the Friends of St. Margaret’s Church Streatley. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Churchwardens 
 
 

 

 

http://gov.uk/
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martinsmithmotors@gmail.com 
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CROSSWORD 
 

 
Across 

 

1  and 20  Down ‘Lord of all _, Lord of all _, whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could 

destroy’(11,3) 

9   Mosesí question to a fighting Hebrew labourer: ‘Why are you _ your fellow 

Hebrew?” (Exodus 2:13) (7) 

10  Acclaimed cellist who contracted multiple sclerosis at the height of her fame, 

Jacqueline _ (2,3) 

11  ‘At even _ the sun was set, the sick, O Lord, around thee lay’(3) 

13  A descendant of Gad (xNumbers 26:16) (4) 

16  ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but _ for the gift my Father promised’ (Acts 1:4) (4) 

17  Clambers (Jeremiah 48:44) (6) 

18  Peter’s response to questioning by the Sanhedrin: ‘We must _God rather than 

men!’(Acts 5:29) (4) 

20  Christian paraplegic author, artist and campaigner, _ Eareckson Tada (4) 

21  Bird partial to the nests of other birds (6) 

22  ‘Such large crowds gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat _  
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(Matthew 13:2) (2,2) 

23  Infectious tropical disease (4) 

25  Tree (3) 

28  ‘No fear of me should _ you, nor should my hand be heavy upon you’(Job 33:7) (5) 

29  For example, to Titus, Timothy or Philemon (7) 

30  Week beginning with Pentecost Sunday, according to the Church’s calendar (11) 

 

Down  

2  ‘O Jerusalem _ how _I have longed to gather your children together’ Matthew 

23:37) (5) 

3   Way out (4) 

4   Exhort (Romans 12:1) (4) 

5   Done (anag.) (4) 

6   Highest of the four voice-parts in a choir (7) 

7   Concerning the study of God (11) 

8   Uniquely, it has Abbey, Cathedral and Chapel (11) 

12  Admonish (Matthew 16:22) (6) 

14  Frozen (3) 

15  Established form of religious ceremony (6) 

19  Inscription often found on gravestones (7) 

20  See 1 Across 

24  Behaved (Joshua 7:1) (5) 

25  Time (anag.) (4) 

26  Lists choice of meals (4) 

27  ‘For the wages of sin is death, but the _ of God is eternal life in 

    Christ Jesus our Lord’(Romans 6:23) (4) 
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ST MARGARET’S LADIES’ GUILD PROGRAMME 
 

2026/27 
 
12th November                  Leslie Robertson - India Talk (part 2) 
     (previously planned for January) 
 
10th December                  *Christmas Meal - 1.30 pm 
 

2027 
 
14th January   Anne Thomas - Agatha Christie 
 
11th February   Pam Greener - History Talk 
 
11th March   Hannah - Armchair Exercises 
 
8th April   David Longman - Bananas and Macaroni Parson 
 
14th May    AGM and talk by Linda Stephenson on Magic 
 
11th June   To be advised 
 
8th July   Afternoon tea  
 
New members always welcome.  Please contact Judy on 01582 883308 or any Committee member 
- Maureen Ingram, Kathy Rutherford, Pat Wren, Anne Beard, Sandra Hylton and Janet Willison. 
 
The LADIES’ GUILD meets from 2.30 - 4.30 pm on 2nd Thursday in the month at The Parish Centre, 
Lucas Gardens 
 
*Cost of Christmas meal £17 to be paid at November meeting please.  All ladies are asked to bring 
a gift to the value of £3 to the meal, wrapped in Christmas paper - anybody having a problem 
getting something, please contact July on 07951 262298.  Thank you. 
 
Unfortunately due to drop in numbers and rise of cost of speakers, it will be necessary to increase 
subs to £25 per year - due in February 2027. 
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St. Margaret’s Ladies’ Guild 
October 2026 meeting 

 
It was lovely to welcome Julia Godino to our meeting to talk to us about her adventures in 
Vietnam - about a year ago. 
 
Julia commenced by explaining the layout of Vietnam - where there is about 2 and a half 
hours between North and South - it is about 331 sq.km.     The people in the North are quite 
solemn whereas in the South they are very friendly.   There is a mix of mountains, fields 
and the sea. 
 
25% of the people work in agriculture and 40% in tourism.     The biggest exports go to the 
USA and the biggest imports come from China.   They export electronics, textiles/garments, 
coffee of which they are one of the biggest suppliers, rice, cashew nuts and pepper. 
 
Vietnam is now one of only 5 Communist countries left in the world.  Ho Chi Minh was a 
much-loved leader who died aged 79 in 1969.  His body has been embalmed and you can 
still visit to see him lying in state. 
 
There are lots of temples, lots of spiritualism.    At the front of the temples is a very high 
step to go over which is meant to keep out demons.   They worship numerous Gods and 
often bring offerings to the temples.  Outside there are huge stalls selling effigies which 
you can buy and take in.  The country is 80% Buddha and 10% Catholic. 
There is a bridge and on each side are 52 statues of Dragons, Phoenix, Turtles, Gods, Heads 
of snakes and demons, tails of a snake. 
 
Crafts they saw being carried out - Vietnamese hats - which are still worn to protect from 
the sun.  Boxes with mother of pearl inlays, boat building, tailoring and Julia actually had a 
dress made in about 24 hours, ceramics, lacquer work, needlework, basketry, lanterns and 
even wine.  Julia brought along some samples for us to admire - they were really lovely. 
 
Food - most of this comes from the market.  On asking what she had for breakfast, it was a 
surprise you could have a full English although Noodles were an option.  In Cambodia which 
she also visited Snake and Spiders were on the menu!! 
 
One of the natural wonders - Harlum Bay - now has very little wildlife as the people are so 
hungry they have eaten all the species!! 
 
They visited some caves created in 1938 and were used as Naval bases during the war.  
There were lots of stalactites and stalacmites to crawl around.   They saw bats, centipedes 
and geckos in there. 
 
Transport - In Hanoi there are 7 million pedal scooters and no traffic lights - crossing the 
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road is not easy!!    They did take a drive in a tuk tuk.   They are currently looking at 
introducing electric scooters.        
 
Currently a millionaire has started to build new towns and fun parks etc.  Obviously hoping 
to attract more tourists, something that Cambodia are desperate for. 
 
Thank you, Julia, for a very enlightening and interesting talk.    

 

 
 

 
 
 
Answers 

 

ACROSS: 1, Hopefulness. 9, Hitting. 10, du Pre. 11, Ere. 13, Ozni. 

16. Wait. 17, Climbs. 18, Obey. 20, Joni. 21, Cuckoo. 22, In it. 23, 

Yaws. 25, Elm. 28, Alarm. 29, Epistle. 30, Whitsuntide. 

 

DOWN: 2, Often. 3, Exit. 4, Urge. 5, Node. 6, Soprano. 7, 

Theological. 8, Westminster. 12, Rebuke. 14, Icy. 15, Ritual. 19, 

Epitaph. 20, Joy. 24, Acted. 25, Emit. 26, Menu. 27, Gift. 
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  St Margaret’s Church, Streatley Parish Centre   Lucas Gardens LU3 4BG  07500 537 758  Rooms for Hire Main Hall    Monday to Friday Saturdays up to 6 pm £18.00 per hour  Kitchen  At all times £5.00 per booking  Committee Room  At all times £9.00 per hour   St Margaret’s Church, 

Streatley Parish Centre   

Lucas Gardens 

LU3 4BG 

 

07500 537 758  
Rooms for Hire 

Main Hall   

 

Monday to Friday 

Saturdays up to 6 pm 

£18.00 per hour 

 

Kitchen 

 

At all times 

£5.00 per booking 

 

Committee Room 

 

At all times 

£9.00 per hour 
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TINKERBELL’S GELS 

STREATLEY VILLAGE 

 

HANDS AND FEET NEED A 

TREAT? 

LET ME HELP YOU KEEP THEM 

NEAT AND SWEET 

 

Manicures, Pedicures, Shellec Gel 

and much more 

 

For prices and booking please ring: 

Kim on 07947 216642 
 

 

 
 
 

 

DEADLINE FOR DECEMBER 2026 PROCLAMATION 

 

Tuesday 3 November  

                   
but earlier if possible, please. 

 

Please send usual/potential contributions to 

 

magazine.stmargarets.streatley@gmail.com. 

 

I would be grateful to receive contributions, where possible, in Word. 

 

Thanks, Cathy Aizlewood 

 
 
 

mailto:magazine.stmargarets.streatley@gmail.com.
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Thursday Coffee 

Morning 

You are invited to come along to 

 

The Parish Centre for coffee or tea on 

a  

Thursday morning 

 

10 am to 11 am 

 

We could also use some help on a once a 

month basis to make the coffee.  Please 

drop in and offer! 

 

magazine.stmargarets.streatley@gmail.com 

 

 

PC and Mac Professional 
 

Available for troubleshooting, repair and 
advice. 

 
No call out fee - home and business visits 

 

Call Tony on 

 
01582 458 353 

 
or 
 

07792 653 264 

 

K J PLASTERING 
 

All types of work undertaken. 

 

Quality finish guaranteed. 

 

Free estimates. 

 

Please contact Kieran on: 

 

01582 584 063 (Home) 

07717 452 674 (Mobile) 
 

mailto:magazine.stmargarets.streatley@gmail.com
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PWP PLUMBING 
For all your heating 

and plumbing 

problems 
Contact Paul Wilson 

 

07580 045 385 

 

 
 

 
 

mailto:PWPLUMBING@Live.co.uk
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CHURCH DIRECTORY 

 

 
Vicar – Currently in vacancy   

Reader Teresa Dales   

Officers 
Lay Chair PCC Julia Godino  01582 883896 

Church Wardens Wendy Dyer  01582 536589 

 Julia Godino  01582 883896 

Secretary Jane Jenkins secretary.stmargarets.streatley@gmail.com  

Treasurer Colin Hunt treasurer.stmargarets.streatley@gmail.com 07880 361103 

Sacristan Carol Hodges  01582 659798 

Verger John Weedon  O1582 616070 

Chairs of Committees 
CARE Committee  care.stmargarets.streatley@gmail.com  

Parish Centre Julia Godino  01582 883896 

Parish Centre- Treasurer Alison King stmpctreasurer@gmail.com  

Parish Centre- Secretary Maxine Jones stmpcsecretary@gmail.com  

Pastoral Team 

Safeguarding Officer Carol Moody carolmoody1961@hotmail.co.uk 07927 651615 

    

Leaders of Organisations 
Choir Barbara Donaldson  01525 877790 

Ladies Guild Judy Seymour  01582 883308 

Youth Club  Currently suspended  

Cleaning Carol Hodges  01582 659798 

Flowers Brenda Daniells  01582 575620 

Laundry Judy Seymour  01582 883308 

Tower Lighting 

(Sponsorship) 

Pam Hooker pam.norm1@gmail.com  

Magazine (Treasurer) Paul Ingram  01582 508273 

Magazine (Ads/Editor)  magazine.stmargarets.streatley@gmail.com  

Website  stmargaretschurchstreatley.org.uk  

Deanery Synod Representatives 
 Colin Hunt  07880361103 

 Vacancy Volunteer required  

The Friends of Streatley Church 
Chair Julia Godino  01582 883896 

Secretary Paul Ingram  01582 508273 

Treasurer Maureen Ingram  01582 508273 

    

Parish Centre Booking   07500 537758 

 

 

 

 

 


