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The Benefice and Social Media
Make sure you keep up to date with all the latest news via 

 Facebook at www.facebook.com/UnitedWBY/
and a church near you.

DEAR READER ......
Hello everyone
Please try to send your copy in as follows:
1.  When submitting pictures or photographs, think how they will look when    

printed in black and white.
2.  Copy submitted by email to be in plain text as     

above.
3.      Please use Arial font size 14
4.  Please set paragraph spacing to 0.
5.  Please set  line spacing to 1.
6.  Please avoid the use of styles.
7.  Please submit posters in landscape format.
If you need any help, please do not hesitate to ask 
 I am always happy to help 
Kind regards, Editor

The Parish News Team

Articles for submission and advert enquiries send to ParishNews@outlook.com 
by 10th of the previous month.

No charges are made for details of activities from non-profit making community 
groups within our villages, though donations towards the cost of production are 
always welcomed. For advertising fundraising events, we ask for a discretionary 

donation.
There is no charge for “Parish News”, but we are grateful to those who feel able, 

from time to time, to make a donation towards the cost of  production. 
Donations may be made by BACS transfer to:

PCC of Warton 2  01-01-6075562405; cash, or cheque (payable to “PCC of 
Warton”) please mark the envelope ’Parish News’ and hand to a churchwarden in 

church. Thank you. 

http://www.facebook.com/UnitedWBY/
mailto:ParishNews@outlook.com
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A special two months

Alert – Advent has been hijacked! The former quiet time of reflection before  
Christmas has been taken over by commercial interests. Fancy a designer
Advent Calendar with luxury chocolates or gin each day? There are plenty 
available. Or you could get a Real Advent Calendar which helps us think of the 
Christmas themes (and still get your chocolate hit).
November and December are a mixture of darkness and light. November is the 
remembering month – our loved ones who have died, then those who have died in 
conflict, we even remember, obliquely, the threat to our country through 
terrorism in the 17th century. It could all get rather depressing. Then there is 
happier December. As the winter gets darker we have parties, markets, presents 
and twinkling light as we grasp for light in the darkness.
It has always been the same. The gospel writers have different accounts of the  
arrival of Jesus. Mark has a terse one-line intro, John philosophises but Matthew 
and Luke give us the Christmas stories that we will sing about with gusto. They  
report a time of religious turmoil, a country deprived of its freedom by an 
oppressive power, corruption of rulers and terrible cruelty, even the slaughter of 
children. Sound familiar? Have times really changed? In the middle is a
 vulnerable baby born in poverty who, they want to tell us, is a light for the world. 
Actually, I enjoy Christmas. I even enjoy the tackiness. I enjoy people trying to be 
happy and spread good cheer. We can escape for a while, knowing the world is 
dark but see that light the gospel writers want us to share.
As usual, awful things are happening in our world. The attitudes between people 
seem to be hardening, there is terrible abuse of human beings and the               
environment. That, however, is not the whole story – the light is still there.
November begins with All Saints’ Day by saying humans can be wonderful and it 
is good for us to think of the goodness of so many people. Who has brought you 
joy this year? Then we pass through the remembering time, then the noise of 
Christmas and we come to New Year when, perhaps for just a short time, people 
hug each other thinking of a better world.
We invite you to join us in church at any of our many services. We will hear       
stories from 2,000 years ago which are very relevant to us today. The flame keeps 
burning.
We will hear about the simple young girl, Mary, giving birth as well as giving us an 
amazingly fierce song of hope. (the Magnificat; Luke 1: 46 – 55). It is a song of 
revolution against our cynical, unjust world and, remarkably, it is not wishful   
thinking but a statement of fact. Do come and join us to celebrate that hope. As 
John says, “The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has never        
overcome it”.

Happy, thinking Advent

. Peter Mann
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From the Editors

As we arrive at the final edition of the year, we find ourselves entering a season 
filled with anticipation, celebration and hope. Advent invites us to pause and
 prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ, while Christmas brings with it the
 familiar messages of peace, joy and goodwill.

For many, this is a wonderful time of year. Homes sparkle with decorations,
families gather together, and communities come alive with special events and
services. There is something truly uplifting about singing carols, sharing festive 
traditions and celebrating God's greatest gift to the world in the birth of Jesus.
Yet we also recognise that Christmas is not a joyful season for everyone. For 
some, it can be a time when feelings of loneliness, grief, ill health, financial
pressure or difficult memories seem more acute. Empty chairs around the table 
are often felt most keenly at Christmas, and the expectation that everyone should 
feel happy can sometimes make those who are struggling feel even more isolated.

As a church community, may we remember that the Christmas story begins not 
with celebration but with God's presence in the midst of an ordinary and often 
challenging world. Jesus was born into uncertainty and hardship, bringing light into 
darkness and hope into lives that longed for reassurance. His message remains 
the same today: no one is forgotten, no one is beyond God's love, and no one 
walks alone.

Wherever you find yourself this Christmas, whether surrounded by family and 
friends or facing difficulties of your own, we pray that you will know something of 
God's peace and comfort. We hope that the services, events and stories within 
this magazine will encourage you and help you feel connected to the wider 
benefice community.

On behalf of everyone involved in producing the magazine, thank you for your 
support throughout the year. We wish all our readers a blessed Advent, a joyful 
Christmas, and a New Year filled with hope, health and God's abundant blessings.
With every good wish,

Jenny & Alan

Editors
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BENEFICE SERVICES FOR 
CHRISTMAS & NEW  YEAR

Yealand Carol Service  13th  December 3pm
 St John’s Church

Bubble Church Crib Service 24th December 
4pm 

St Oswald’s Church

Bethlehem Mass 24th December 9.30pm
 St John’s Church

Midnight Mass 24th December 11.30pm 
 St Oswald’s Church

Eucharist December 25th 9.30am
 St Mary’s Church 

Patronal Service 27th  December  10.30am  
St John’s  Church

KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR THE ‘BENEFICE CHRISTMAS CARD’ 
WITH DETAILS OF SERVICES AND EVENTS THROUGHOUT 

THE CHRISTMAS PERIOD
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  REMEMBRANCE 
SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE

JOIN US AS WE GATHER TO      
REMEMBER AND HONOUR ALL 

THOSE WHO HAVE SERVED AND 
SACRIFICED IN TIMES OF WAR 

AND CONFLICT

SUNDAY 8TH NOVEMBER

St Oswald’s Church Warton 9.30am

Yealand Village Hall  10.00am

St Mary’s Church Borwick 2pm

   

 Lest We Forget
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Our Very Own Local Taxi Service
Local to the Arnside & Silverdale AONB.
50 years of ‘knowledge’, driving and riding our area’s roads
Airports, Railways, Restaurants, Hostelries, Educational 
Establishments.
Doctors’ and Hospital appointments.
Rendezvous with Coach Tour pick-ups. 

0800 132383
saycars.co.uk

cycle-aid@outlook.com

Find us on Facebook

 ‘Licensed and Regulated by Lancaster City 
Council’  
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During the Season of Creation, Junior Church have been thinking about 
God’s gift of food. It is something we all consume every day – but how much 
do we think about where it all comes from and the people who produce it?

We started by finding out where our food comes from and discovered that 
our normal food comes from many different parts of the world. It helped us to 
realise how dependent we all are on one another.

We then thought about food consumption. Did you know that God provides 
enough food for everyone in the world? What we found really shocking was 
that half of the world’s population eats 88% of the food and the other half is 
left with the remaining 12%. This seems very unfair, but what can we do 
about it?

To help some of the people in our own community who do not have enough 
to eat, we collected three bulging bags of food and toiletries for Lancaster 
and District Homeless Action Service as our part of St Oswald’s harvest    
donations.
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To help some of the people in other parts of the world who do not have 
enough to eat, we sold cakes and biscuits we had made to raise money for  
a charity we had chosen call Action against Hunger.
 Last year this charity supported 21.1million people in 52 different countries, 
providing families in crisis with clean water, food, training and healthcare. 
They responded to 71 different emergencies and admitted 887,000           
malnourished children for   emergency treatment.

 Thanks to the generosity of those attending the harvest festival, we have 
been able to send £157.20 to the charity.

We then thought about how the money we pay for food in this country is   
distributed down the food chain and discovered that the producers receive 
very little. They often work very long hours, in poor conditions and are       
frequently exposed to harmful chemicals and fertilisers. This also seems very 
unfair, but what can we do about it?

One thing we can do is to buy as many fairtrade goods as possible. When 
you buy them, you know that the producers are being paid a fair wage and 
are guaranteed a minimum price for the produce. This means that they earn 
enough to support their families and for their children to go to school. 

 You also know that the workers have safe working conditions, use              
sustainable farming practices and that there are no child workers. On top of 
all these benefits, each time you buy fairtrade a proportion of the money you 
pay is given to the community that produced the food and they can choose 
how to use that to improve their lives, for example by building a school,   
medical clinic or by providing training.
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By the time you read this, we will also have been fortunate enough to have a    
local farmer come to talk to us so that we can find out what his work involves and 
the problems he faces when trying to produce food in this country.

This Season of Creation topic has really helped us to appreciate God’s gift of 
food, our dependence on one another and our responsibility to take what steps 
we can do make the distribution of that food fairer and more sustainable.

Junior Church meets on Sundays during term time from 9.30 – 10.30am usually 
in St Oswald’s Church Hall. Children of all ages up to early teens are welcome, 
with under 3’s accompanied by an adult. We explore out faith together through        
activities, games, crafts, songs, drama and fun and think about how we can live 
out our faith in the way we lead our lives. 

Visiting children are always welcome.

For more information, contact Vanessa Alpin on 07746 790979.
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As November arrives, Autumn’s vibrant colours begin to fade, bringing crisp   
mornings and longer, darker evenings. It is a time to pause and  remember.

Following Bonfire Night, we remember all those who have served and sacrificed in 
times of war. On Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day, we honour their 
courage, give thanks for the freedoms we enjoy, and  remember everyone whose 
lives have been affected by conflict. We    also pray for peace and for all those   
experiencing war and suffering today.
Our Remembrance Service at Warton Methodist Church will take place on Sunday 
8th November at 10.00am, led by Revd Philip Bell. Everyone is warmly invited to 
join us.

Looking Ahead to Advent and Christmas
As December approaches, Christians around the world enter the season of Advent 
— a time of waiting, hope and preparation as we look forward to celebrating Jesus’ 
birth at Christmas.
We begin our Advent journey at Warton Methodist Church with our much-loved 
Messy Christmas!

� Messy Christmas

Sunday 6th December, 4.00–6.00pm

Join us for Christmas crafts, activities and fun for all the family. We will once again 
be making Christingles, and there will be a collection for The Children’s Society. 
Whether you come regularly or are visiting for the first time, you are very welcome. 
Come along, get creative and celebrate the Christmas story with us!
Our Sunday morning services continue every week at 10.00am. On Christmas 
Day, we will hold our traditional 10.00am Christmas morning service, and every-
one is warmly invited to join us.

� Little Stars also continues every Thursday during term time at 9.00am. New 
families are always very welcome, so please come along and meet us.

For further information, please contact our Minister, Revd Linda Catlow, at
 revlindcat@gmail.com or Rosie Marsh on 07710916091

We look forward to welcoming you to Warton Methodist Church this
 November and December.
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50/50 Clubs

Help preserve our beautiful village 
churches and their mission by joining

 the 50/50 Clubs.

For just £52 a year per entry, you’ll have the chance to win 
monthly cash prizes while supporting St Oswald’s and St John’s 
Churches. 

Winners Announced: Last Sunday of every month

50% of all receipts go directly to the church, and the other 50% 
is paid out as prizes. 

St Oswald’s Monthly Prizes: £50 £25 and £10 

St John’s Monthly Prizes:  £60 £40 and £20 

Don’t miss this opportunity to make a difference and possibly 
win big!

To enter:  

St Oswald’s Church — fill form in at church the back of the 
church.

St John’s Church — contact the Secretary at St John’s  
lg623@icloud.com

Let’s work together to keep The Benefice thriving! 
Minimum age: 18.
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Nov/Dec News
We are quickly heading into the most wonderful time of the year at 
Yealand. As usual, the diary is jam-packed with dates for          
pantomimes, parties, carol singing and more.

This year we will match the excitement of the season with time to 
also reflect on the magnitude of the birth of Jesus and how we 
can share our faith with others. 

At the start of the year, the children were shocked to discover that 
1 in 4 people feel lonely. As a result of this, they made smile     
boxes filled with things to brighten up your day. These were       
delivered to nominated people at Church and in the village but the 
children have asked to do more. This Christmas season, there will 
be heart tokens shared far and wide. You can find them at St. 
John's Church, as well as in the village hall. These hearts are a 
'keeping you in mind' token which when placed in a pocket or in 
your bag, the children hope that when you see it or touch it you 
will know that you are loved. 

We would also like to invite you to one or all of our performances. 
These are our opportunity to say thank you to our local community 
for all their help and support throughout the year. All events come 
with the added bonus of refreshments and time to chat, so please 
come along. 

30th November 2026 at Yealand Village Hall - Carol Singing at 
Coffee Stop 10:30am

14th December 2026 at Yealand Village Hall- Dance Spectacular 
event at Coffee Shop 10:30am 

15th December 2026 Nativity 2pm
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And just like that, another school year has begun.  After a wonderfully warm summer 
break, everybody was refreshed and ready to learn!  Our new Reception children have 
settled into school life with ease and other year groups are enjoying navigating new   
classrooms and routines.
We celebrated Harvest by collecting for Morecambe Foodbank again and held our annual 
MacMillan Coffee Morning raising over £100.  We will be fund raising again this term for 
Children in Need and taking part in St John’s Hospice Reindeer Run.
A great thank you goes out to all of the parents and children who came to help clearing 
up the school grounds recently. We removed some broken play equipment, fixed fences, 
strimmed weeds, cleared lots of mess and attempted to jet wash the moss off the top 
playground. School really appreciates that those who came along gave up their own time 
during the weekend. A great example of Social Impact in action!
Class 3 were given the chance to practice their crown green bowling skills at Warton 
Bowls Club. This followed on from their training last year and many of them remembered 
their skills and were on target.  They also had a great morning working with Mrs Taylor 
from the Larksfoot Forest School, learning about and planting wild flowers. This was a 
great opportunity to learn some scientific facts in a different fun way.
Both Class 3 and 4 visited the Westmorland Show in September. They had a great time 
seeing all the animals, visiting the various stands and for once, the weather was kind!
Lancashire Fire Service have visited Year 2 and Year 6 to talk about staying safe. They dis-
cussed fire safety at home, how to look after yourself and your family and what to do in 
an emergency. Year 2 even got to dress up and act out an emergency situation.
Our Stay and Play Fridays in the Rainbow Room have been really well attended so far. It is 
great to see so many new families with babies, toddlers and pre-school children visiting 
school for fun, play, a brew and a chat. Thanks so much to Mrs Langman, Mrs Taylor and 
Mrs Ormondroyd for arranging this. If you have a child aged 0 – 4 years, please do come 
along and join us from 1.30pm every Friday.  You will be most welcome.
We are already looking ahead to the next academic year and would like to invite parents 
of children due to start school in September 2027, to come and meet us and have a look 
around our school. Please come along on:

Thursday 5th November at 9.30am
Monday 9th November at 1.30pm

"Every leaf speaks bliss to me, fluttering from the autumn tree." - Emily Brontë
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Loving God

As Christmas approaches, we thank you for the gift of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, the light who came into the darkness and the hope 
who came into our world.

We pray for all who celebrate this season with joy. Bless families 
and friends as they gather together. Fill homes, churches and 
communities with love, kindness and peace. Help us to share your 
generosity and welcome others with open hearts.
We especially pray for those who struggle at Christmas. Be close 
to those who are grieving the loss of someone they love, those 
who feel lonely, isolated or forgotten, and those who find this     
season difficult because of worry, illness, hardship or painful   
memories.

Comfort those who face an empty chair at the table. Strengthen 
those carrying heavy burdens. Bring hope to those who cannot 
see a way forward, and remind them that they are precious in your 
sight and never alone.

May your Church be a place of welcome, understanding and com-
passion, where all people can find friendship, support and the as-
surance of your presence.

As we celebrate the birth of Christ, help us to
be bearers of his light, reaching out to those in need
with kindness, generosity and love.

Lord Jesus remain with us the Christmas and
throughout the coming Year

Amen
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The hisTory socieTy for The old 
Parish of WarTon

Carnforth, Silverdale, Warton, the Yealands,      
Borwick, Priest Hutton

Field names in the North West of 
England

 Talk by Prof. Angus Winchester

The names of fields, those most minor of place names, provide 
a richness of detail, bringing alive past

 environments and the history of the farming landscape.

Wednesday 25th November 2026 at 7.30pm

Brockhole 126 a pictorial history of a house and    
garden 

talk by Mr Kevin Grice

The talk traces the history of Brockhole on the shore of Lake 
Windermere from its construction in 1900 up to the present day. 
It draws on rare photographs of the house and grounds as well 

as archive and other documentation

Wednesday 16th December 2026 at 7-30pm
At The Gaskell Hall, Silverdale LA5 0RA

If you are interested in local history and would like to learn more – come 
and join us, as a member or as a visitor.

Annual membership Single £10 Annual membership Couple £18 Visitor to a 
single meeting £2

Visit our website for more details: www.mourholme.org.uk
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1st Nov  –   Classical Piano – Marie-Louise Taylor – A journey of words 
and music including pieces by Ravel, Debussy, Tchaikovsky, Chopin 
and Liszt. 2.30pm

 6th Nov -    Film at The Heron – The President’s Cake – 9-year-old 
Lamia has to bake a cake for Saddam Hussein’s birthday during war 
and scarcity. 7.30pm

 13th Nov -  What Ho! Wodehouse – Don’t Go Into The Cellar – 
Jonathan Goodwin performs a new comedy adapted from early     
Wodehouse writings 7.30pm.

 20th Nov – National Theatre Live – The Misanthrope – Award winner 
Sandra Ho plays the title role in a reimagining of Moliere’s classic dark 
comedy 7.30pm 

21sr Nov –Jazz – About Time – A mix of songs from the Great Ameri-
can songbook, Billie Holliday, Ella Fitzgerald, Burt Bacharach and Car-
ole King7.30pm.

 27th Nov – Jarman – Mark Farrelly – A vibrant solo play that brings 
Derek Jarman (film-maker, painter, gardener, activist, writer) back to life. 
7.30pm.

 4th Dec -     Film at the Heron – The Christophers – The children of an 
artist hire an art restorer/forger to complete his unfinished/abandoned 
canvasses.7.30pm.

 6th Dec -     Music, mysteries and manifestations – Cumbria Festival 
Choir and actors from Warton Drama group combine choral pieces with 
readings 2.30pm.

 19th Dec -  Folk Music – The Apple Sellers “Winter is Here” Folk duo 
who create a captivating blend of spiritual, classical and traditional folk 
music.7.30pm 

29th Jan -    Film at The Heron – Our Land – A journey over walls that 
divide, exploring the age-old debate of land and power, greater access 
to nature. 7.30pm

The Heron Theatre, Stanley Street, Beetham, Milnthorpe, 
LA7 7AS

 book online go to www.theherontheatre.com



PARISH NEWS | 29 | Nov-Dec 2026

HAPPY 75TH 
BIRTHDAY HARRY 

FROM ALL YOUR 
FRIENDS AT      

‘FRIDAY COFFEE’

WOULD YOU LIKE A SPECIAL 
BIRTHDAY MENTION

Email-  parishnews@outlook.com
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If you’d like to advertise in the Parish News, please 
get in touch via ParishNews@outlook.com,

we’d be delighted to help share your message with 
our community.  And when reaching out to any of 

our 
featured advertisers, kindly mention that you found 

them through the Parish News.

 It’s a small gesture that helps support our local 
network and keeps this publication thriving!
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Benefice Contacts

Vicar

Licensed Lay Minister

Churchwardens

St Oswald’s
St Mary’s             

St John’s             

Pastoral Assistant

Safeguarding Team

Young Generations

Junior Church

St Oswald’s Choir

St Oswald’s Organist

Eco Warden
St Johns

Vacant

Annette MacKenzie

Vacant
Sally Fletcher
Joyce Tombs                           
Clare Hunter
Jenny Chapman ALM

Val Ellams

Tracey Lawther
Jenny Chapman

Faye Vereker
Cain Ormondroyd

Vanessa Alpin

Emma Brantley-Tziros

Keith Worsman  

Paul Daunter

Tel: 01524 736944

Tel: 01524 736508
Tel: 07768930070
Tel:  07525 749267

Tel: 01524 733292    

Tel: 07990 610687
Tel:  07525749267

Tel: 07746 790979    

Tel: 07968 672001

p.daunter@btinternet.com

All enquiries regarding Christenings, Weddings, Anniversary Blessings
please contact us via Facebook: facebook.com/UnitedWBY


