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A W CRAY LTD

General Builder

Extensions and Renovations

General Maintenance

Free Estimates

Tel: 01373 466514
Mobile: 07813 252919

Email acvcl @hotmail.com

BEND AGRISERVICES LTD

O Calluson 01749850258 @ Wanstrow BA44SY & www.readagri.co.uk

Opening times
Monday - Friday 8am - Gpm
Saturday Bam - [2pm



FROM THE EDITOR

WHEN WE FIRST MOVED to Buckland Dinham, back in 1974!!, the
magazine was printed on a duplicator apparently in the room above
the entrance to Mells church. I thought then that this was the start but
at the October Buckland Dinham coffee morning I discovered that it
wasn’t! Old magazines had been discovered in the parvise, the
upstairs room which apparently visiting priests used to call home.
The first magazine was actually started back in 1954 by Guy
Courtney. It was typewritten and probably printed on a duplicator
but covered only Buckland Dinham and Great Elm — were they a
single benefice back then? The ads are interesting. The ones I
recognise are Adlams, Woodmancy’s and Lamb Brewery, the last two
having closed long ago.

Along with that first magazine was one called Church News, dated
1959. Again, it covered the two villages but this time it was a
combination of a printed and a duplicated version, the first one
obviously a national production while the latter was, again initially,
typewritten. It cost 3d (not free as 5Alive is) and as before, the ads
were fascinating, but does anyone remember Buckland’s G.S.Moore,
tobacconist, confectioner and ‘sundries’? I've asked a long-standing
resident, but he does not remember him. Over to you!! Peter

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

WHEN I WAS A TEENAGER, my school had a Remembrance
Sunday service in the school room to which parents were invited. My

Editor: Peter Corbett mellsmag@hotmail.com
01373 466536
Advertising: Gemma Brooking fivealivemag@outlook.com
Deadline for DECEMBER/JANUARY (it's a combined issue) is

NOVEMBER 13th
Printed by Frome Printing Company

01373 455222
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CONTACTS
Mells Group of churches is currently in a vacancy.

Church laymen and women Parish council
Church wardens chairs and clerks

Buckland Dinham Jenny Waller,|  John Reckless 01373 461841
07887 556936 Diane Sleigh 07907 156735

clerk@bucklanddinham-pc.gov.uk
Chantry Dolly Blacker 836668
Valerie Rawlins 836252

Great Elm Sally Rosa 07833

900947
Mells/Vobster John Earl 01373 812450
standrewsmells@gmail.com Joy Book 07704 584953

Whatley MrsK Gay 836175 | Andrew Bramston 01373 836513
Rachel Nash
clerk.whatleyparishcouncil
@gmail.com

Roman Catholic Services
Mells: To be confirmed  Frome: Saturdays 5.30pm.
following the fire  Sundays 10.00am

Quaker Services
Quakers (The Society of Friends) hold a Meeting for Worship every
Sunday. 10.30 - 11.30 Christchurch Hall, Park Road, Frome, BA11 1EU
Children’s meeting 10.10

Local PCSO
PCSO Louise Perry
Louise Perry, louise.perry@avonandsomerset.police.uk
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recollection of these events is of my mother sobbing during the two
minutes silence.

By then we were perhaps 25 years from the end of World War Il and I
wondered why she was crying — indeed it’s fair to say I wondered what we
were doing at all. No-one was really educating me about it then (or I
wasn’t listening!) and I suspect young people aren’t being educated about
it now. Unfortunately, I never asked my mother what she was
remembering — was it individual people or the sheer enormity of the death
and suffering in the World Wars, or some other experience?

In the late 1960s war seemed far away to a mid-teenager. [ haven’t known
personally anyone killed in military action (so far as I'm aware) and my
only experience of a relative who lost someone close was my great aunt,
whose fiancé didn’t come back from WW1. Yet, between 1945 and 1969
British forces were involved in eight engagements overseas, none of which
impinged on the consciousness of this boy, born in 1955. Between 1969 and
1990 there were four further engagements, which included Northern

pest . o \ wanreecysebz «
Solutions *

South West TRE EcYc LE
hl% ARBORISTS 07806858031

. . . adam@treecycle.biz
Solving all domestic and commercial LIMITED
pest issues
Call or message us for a free quote!
07917 638450

i Find us on Facebook @PestSolutionsSouthWest
Expert pest solutions for over ten years

D HURLE PLASTERING
General Plastering,

Skimming, Dry Lining

Tree Tree Survey
& Pruning Reparts Rernoval

and Tree

- Ksening your ress Expart aszessmants Aopic rasponse for
Daniel 07849 717702 T T T
gt y 1 - and
(- 3

Call for Great

dan iel hurl e@sky. com Sewice! Professional tree care

you can trust.




Ireland, the Falkland Islands and the Gulf War. Since 1990 British
engagement has taken place in another nine theatres of operation,
including Bosnia, Kosovo, Iraq and Afghanistan.

There are, of course, significant differences between the World Wars
and these subsequent conflicts — in particular, the extent to which the
future of our own way of life was at stake and the vast mobilisation of
the population in the war effort, which during the World Wars
probably affected every family and required the majority (including
women who did many tasks they’d never done before) to contribute
towards it. Yet, these latter conflicts have also involved loss of British
lives, injury to many and distress to families and friends.

As we're being urged as a nation, and as individuals through the taxes
we pay, to contribute more to defend our country from potential
threats, a question is whether we remember sufficiently those who've
gone before — not just those who’ve died or been injured in action, but
also those who selflessly adopted new roles during the World Wars in
support of war effort.

Two minutes silence is observed each year by perhaps a million or so
people (out of over 50 million adults) on the second Sunday of
November in churches throughout the country and at civic
ceremonies, with our political, military and civic leaders participating
in an act of remembrance at the Cenotaph. Broader participation takes
place through wearing poppies.

Throughout the armed forces, acts of remembrance also take place at
11.00am on November 11th each year (the day on which World War I
ended). This is a solemn moment for remembering comrades lost in
action, particularly those known personally, but also those from the
same regiment lost in the past. For members of the armed forces
who’ve lost people known to them personally remembrance may be
triggered by ordinary everyday occurrences, but can be especially
poignant on Remembrance Sunday, perhaps with an informal
gathering of former comrades or with increased communication on
WhatsApp groups or similar.

For others remembrance may be a reminder that the job, which by its
nature involves risk, is to ensure so far as possible the people of our
country are kept safe.



In the poem “In Flanders Fields” (written in 1915 by Canadian physician
John McCrae), the dead lying in Belgian fields where poppies once
grew, are said to express a hope:

To you from falling hands we throw

The torch; be yours to hold it high.

If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow

In Flanders fields.

The hope seems to be for the troops that follow to exhibit the same
courage and determination as those who've died. I wonder if it might
also be taken as hope for all of us to keep faith with those who’ve died
in battle — and to do so in the only way we really can — by remembering
them and by standing with their comrades who mourn their loss. We
don’t have to agree with decisions to go to war, believe that causes
were just, think actions were a good use of resources or approve
decisions of our political leaders (as I can’t say I've done over the years)
in order to honour those who’ve paid the ultimate price while serving
their country.

j
is‘E: LIV L

MELLS BARN

MARTIN HALE FOR ALL FUNCTIONS
CARPENTER AND JOINER Parties - Receptions -Meetings
Kitchen facilities - Parking -
PROFESSIONAL Stage Area - Garden

For bookings details contact

CARPENTRY SERVICES
Helen on 01373 812498

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR WORK

RENOVATION AND Fofget—me-ﬂoté _‘

MAINTENANCE _ Sy
01225 762496 07768838757 » GARDENING SERVICE -

martin.hale27@gmail.com *--;_-:i‘ 4 WCEding’ pruning, planting,
fence painting, etc

| 01373 464416 07890 850465
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Remembrance Sunday services will take place this year on
November 8th at Great Elm (at 9.30), Mells (at 10.15) and Chantry (at
10.50). Please do come to one of them if you can. Richard
King

I'm indebted to current and former members of the armed forces who live
locally for the time 1've been able to spend with them while they ve shared
their thoughts about Remembrance and which have informed my thinking
for this article. While saying that, the sentiments expressed here are, of
course, my own.

SIMPLY VEGETABLES

PERHAPS LAST MONTH’S TITLE, “Growing Better Vegetables,”
was a bit misleading. It may have given the impression that I am an
expert who knows absolutely everything about growing veg. Far
from it! But I do believe I have picked up a few practical ideas over
the years that are well worth passing on.

Besides the beetroot and sweetcorn, what other crops did well for me
during this hot, dry summer? A particular favourite of mine is
'Crown Prince', which produces distinctive blue-grey squashes
weighing up to 10lbs.

It is an exceptional variety because it has a remarkably long shelf life;
it can be stored for up to 12 months, provided you leave about two
inches of stem attached —otherwise, rot will quickly set in. They are
marvellous for roasting and making soups.

Furthermore, if you have a bit of waste ground, you can simply plant
it on the edge and the vine will happily trail away for 20 feet or
more. Just make sure the growing shoots are trained in the right
direction, so they don't swallow up your other vegetables! I
harvested mine about a fortnight ago once the leaves had died back
and the squashes had turned to their characteristic blue-grey.
Another successful experiment this year has been cornichons—the
small gherkin. I picked them when they were about two inches long
and pickled them in white wine vinegar. A few Christmas presents
sorted.



Mells Group of Churches

November 2026
17 gm 15h 220 29" 6™
Movember November November MNovember MNovember December
Remembrance
Sunday
Chantry 10.50am 11.00am 11.00am 11.00am
Remembrance = Matins Holy Matins
Service Communion
Barry Davies Dally Blacker | Anthony Davis | Richard King
Great 10.00am 9.30am 9.30am 9.30am
Elm
Group Holy | Remembrance = Holy Morning
Communion | Service Communion | Prayer
David Robin Richard King
Gatliffe Isherwood
Mells 10.15am 10.00am
Remembrance Group Haly
Service Communion
Martin
Weymont
Whatley 09.30am
Haly
Communion
David Gatliffe
Mells Every Wednesday at 09.30, Matins/Morning Prayer, in 5t. Andrew's, Mells

Great Elm At 7.30am on Wednesdays Richard King leads a prayer session in church



Hardington Vale Church Services November 2026

DATE TIME SERVICE
09.00 Norton 5t Philip, Informal Breakfast
10.30 Rode, HC
Sunday 1 Nov
11.00 Laverton, HC
ALLSAINTS’ DAY Lint
16.30 Buckland Dinham, All Souls Service
18.00 Rode Chapel, Meeting Place
09.00 Norton 5t Philip, Morning Prayer
Tuesday 3 Nov 11.00 Rode Chapel, Ecumenical HC
18:00 Tellisford, All Saints & All Souls Service
08.30 Hemington, Morning Prayer
Wednesday 4 Nov 17.00 Rode Chapel, Informal Prayer
18.00 Tellisford, Evening Prayer
Thursday 5 Nov 18.00 Norton 5t Philip, Silent Prayer
10:30 Rode, Remembrance Parade
Sunday 8 Nov an .
T e SRS 10.30 Norton 5t Philip, Remembrance Service
10:30 Buckland Dinham, Remembrance Service
Tuesday 10 Nov 09.00 Norton 5t Philip, Morning Prayer
08.30 Hemington, Morning Prayer
_Wed”“d“ 11 Nov 17.00 Rode Chapel, Infarmal Prayer
Thursday 12 Nov 18.00 Norton 5t Philip, Silent Prayer
Saturday 14 Nov Hemington, Day of Contemplation
09.00 Farleigh Hungerford, Morning Worship
10.30 Rode, HC
Sunday 15 Nov 10.30 Morton 5t Philip, Informal Worship
11.00 Laverton, Matins
11.00 Buckland Dinham, HC
Tuesday 17 Nov 09.00 Norton 5t Philip, Morning Prayer
08.30 Hemington, Maorning Prayer
Wednesday 18 Nov 17.00 Rode Chapel, Informal Prayer
| 18:00 Tellisford, Evening Prayer
Thursday 19 Nov 18.00 Norton 5t Philip, Silent Prayer
09,00 Rode, Coffee & Cantemplation
10.30 Norton 5t Philip, HC
Sunday 22 Nov -
CHRIST THE KING 10.30 Tellisford, HC
11.00 Laverton, Matins
18.00 Buckland Dinham, lona/Taizé Service
Tuesday 24 Nov 9.00 Norton 5t Philip, Morning Prayer
| 8.30 Hemington, Marning Prayer
w 25N
| ednesday 25 Nov 17.00 Rode Chapel, Informal Prayer
Thursday 26 Nov 18.00 Norton 5t Philip, Silent Prayer
Sunday 29 Nov R . -
1 of Advent 10:30 Norton 5t Philip, United HC

Version: 21 October 2026



After the long, hot dry spell, the rains finally arrived around the end of
August, and I wondered whether conditions might be right for a few late
vegetables.

Radishes and carrots were sown on August 26th; the radishes
germinated within a few days, and we’ve already been enjoying
helpings for days now. The carrots have also germinated well, and if the
autumn weather stays mild, I'm hopeful we’ll get a decent harvest. Of
course, the damp conditions have been equally wonderful for the
weeds—but there is truly nothing better for the mind than a quiet spell
of weeding the carrot beds.

Would you believe it, but I've just googled the therapeutic benefits of
weeding.

Apparently, weeding helps release physical tension, discharge
frustration, and lower cortisol (our stress hormone).

Furthermore, there is a fascinating soil-dwelling bacterium called
Mycobacterium vaccae that actually activates a specific group of neurons
in the brain to produce serotonin—the “happy molecule.”

So, now I finally know the scientific reason why I feel so happy when
covered in dirt!

Well, that’s all for November. Next month, I'll share a bit about my
experiences with rhubarb. Until then, happy weeding! Jim Duffus

BUCKLAND DINHAM

CHURCH NEWS

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY. All Souls service on Sunday November 1st
at 4.30 p.m. led by Pauline. Remembrance Service Sunday, November
8th at 10.30 led by Barbara Day.

Christmas Carol Service at 6.00 p.m. Children’s Crib Service at 4.30 p.m.
on Thursday December 24th. (More details in the December 5Alive).

All other services for November as per rota.

The Harvest Festival on Sunday October 11th was a very happy occasion
for all who came to this special service which was led by Pauline. The
church was beautifully decorated with flowers and produce with the
many gifts of fruit, vegetables and cakes and pies which after the service
were auctioned. Paul Cary, our auctioneer, was, I think, surprised at
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how popular the pies and cakes were. Following the auction drinks
were served with a selection of finger food so very many thanks to all
who helped make the Harvest Service a very enjoyable evening.

COFFEE MORNING Those who came to the Coffee Morning in
October will have seen that the Lych Gate has disappeared. It has been
taken away so that work can start on its repair, for which we have
been fund raising for many years. So, a big thank you to all who have
contributed. As usual the November Coffee morning will be on
November 21st and I believe we start now to think of redecorating the
inside of the church

VILLAGE NEWS

Buckland Buddies will meet in the Village Hall on November 3rd at
7.15 for 7.30. This month we shall have a speaker from Wessex Water.
We have all been aware this summer of how our climate has changed,
and we need to change too, so please do come with lots of questions.
Unfortunately, no new ladies came to our October meeting but as the
need for water affects us all, please may we see some new faces at this
meeting. Tea/coffee and biscuits are free but we do ask for £3.00 entry
to help cover the cost of the Hall.

Emma Hancock

Colour expert specialising in lived-in balayage
and blondes. Mobile and in-salon sevices

available

07429 046829

The Loft, 1 Vicarage Street | Frome
emmalivedinbalayage@gmail.com
emmalivedinbalayage.com

Facebook & Insta - @emmalivedinbalayage

Frtingr i)
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Craft Day on Saturday November 28th 10.00 — 2.00. All welcome. Some
bring packed lunch, tea/coffee available.

People bring all kinds of craft to do, perhaps learn something new, or
just come for a chat and a cuppa.

Jill Wright

NATIONAL EMERGENCY BRIEFING,

Join us at The Bell Inn, Buckland Dinham, for a screening of the
National Emergency Briefing followed by a community discussion
about resilience, emergency preparedness and what it means for us.
Everyone is welcome. Aiming for dates November 18/19th at 7.00pm.
Please check website for confirmed dates.

Events in November

Mondays - Pilates 6pm 8th - Remembrance Service 10.30am
Tuesdays - Chair Yoga 10am |10th - Lunch Club 12noon
Wednesdays - Pilates 9.30am |15th - Holy Communion lam
Wednesdays - Short-mat Bowls 2.30pm |21st - Coffee Morning 10am
Wednesdays - Women's Strength 6.30pm | 21st - Church Tidy-up 10am
1st - All Souls Service 4.30pm |22nd - lona/Taize Service  épm
3rd - Buckland Buddies 7.15pm |28th - Craft Day 10am
5th - Fireworks 6pm See BucklandDinham.org for details

FREE mmm | FULLBAR&FOOD | DJ& EH‘I‘EI‘(‘I’.‘INHENT bl

1RE & FIREWORKS N1 “.,T‘f-

¢ souenszr 'S BIGGEST FREE FIREWO| kS IIISPu\r 1
Gates Open 18:00 | Fireworks 19:00

+ Thursday 5th November 2026

The Bell Inn, Buckland Dinham, BAT1 20T A

Painting

£5 PER PERSON
‘ Suggested Donation
All proceeds to charity

* HUGE DISPLAY | MASSIVE BONFIRE | RUN BY LOCAL VOLUNTEERS &
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gardens

PROFESSIONAL GARDEN SERVICES

PRUNING
LAWN CARE
HEDGE CUTTING
TOPIARY
DESIGN

BORDER WORK
SOIL IMPROVEMENT
IRRIGATION
CLIMATE RESILIENCE
PEST MANAGEMENT




CHANTRY

RIP - VALERIE RAWLINS

As you may all know by now Valerie Rawlins died at the end of
September. Her funeral was held in Chantry Church on October 23rd,
a report will be in next month’s magazine. We miss her terribly and
have all passed on our condolences to the family. She was a stalwart
member of our church for many years and helped keep us in order.

The Remembrance Service will be on November 8th and will start at
10.50 instead of 11.00. You are all welcome to this service, and we
hope for a good congregation for this very important service

Advance notice for December - the toy and carol service will be held
on Sunday December 13th. As usual, all gifts donated will be passed
to the Salvation Army for distribution to those who are less well off.
We have always had a very good response to this worthy cause and
would love to see you all in church with as many children as possible
as they seem to enjoy this service

BESPOKE

BUILDING CONTRACTOR
CARPENTRY SPECIALIST

MAFr MCEIIP

8 Dementia @
Friends =l




We will not be holding a Midnight Mass this year due to many
circumstances but instead we will be having a service at 11.00am on
Thursday December 24th December. The format for this service is yet to
be sorted but we hope to see as many as we always had for the evening
service.

Many thanks to all those stalwart members of the village who clean and
tidy the church every week

FRIENDS OF CHANTRY

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 19TH - PUB QUIZ

Our regular Thirsty Third Thursday (TTT) at Holy Trinity in Chantry
will be a pub quiz night this month. The quiz is being set and hosted by
Nicola Kerridge and Tess Chodan. It is sure to be great fun, so come
along and get involved.

Teams can be a maximum of six people, but even if you haven't pre-
planned a team, come along and join another.

We ask for a £2.00 donation from each person please. The bar will be
open from 6.00pm with the quiz starting at 7.00.

(.j Oil4Homes Coffee with an
Better prices Architect?
on heating oil, g2

Thinking about a project?

together

JOIN YOUR LOCAL BUYING GROUP

An Architect with over 20 years’
= experience and a genuine love of
mpl. anparent and commatment e i historic buildings and coffee, |
sg @ would be happy to meet and
Samimms | e | smogocs | Mmorene discuss your plans and ideas. For a
free initial chat please contact:

POTENTIAL SAVINGS - EXAMPLE ONLY REGISTER YOUR
e on & fypacal siwing of | 3p per iere INTEREST TOOAY

Anna Hammond

BA DipArch MSc ARB

e: annahammond@ymail.com
m: 0772 941 1360 /(

€ www.oil4homes.co.u t- 01373 834439 —_




Further information will be sent out in the village email closer to the
time. Watch this space and village emails for information on upcoming
Christmas events.

WHATLEY COMMON GOOD TRUST

The trust was set up in 2002 with an endowment from Hansons of
Whatley Quarry (now owned by Heidelberg Materials), following the
extension to the quarry which resulted in the closure of the road linking
Chantry and Mells. Its purpose is to fund projects, large or small, which
will benefit the residents or the villages of Whatley or Chantry, or both.
The current trustees are Nigel Brock, Olly Goodden, Stephanie Greshon,
Helen Mills and Sue Pollock.

There is currently around £32,000 in the Trust funds, which are intended
for the benefit of projects in the parish. Details of how to bid as well as
other information on the Trust are available on the parish website or
from the Secretary, ogoodden@yahoo.co.uk. The trustees meet quarterly

[=

LTI LT s ._
Hire Our Hall efe 70,

Seating Crockery + Cutlery for 60

L ] L
2 Double Ovens + Microwave E nq U | rl es to
Parking on the Green J . D ﬁ
£6 per Hour + Electricity + Free WiFi im UtTtus

Perfect Local Venue
eatelm.or
Birthday - Anniversary - Celebrations @ gl’ g

Meetings - Coffee - Activies - Clubs % 07794 496 727

Fitness - Yoga - Pilates - Martial Arts 2 .
Christening - Wedding - Funerals JlmdefUS@hOtmall. co.uk
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on the first Wednesday of January, April, July and October, normally at
the George Hotel, Nunney. The AGM is held at the start of the April
meeting.

GREAT ELM

CHURCH NEWS

Following the large funeral service at Mells church on September 28th,
Henry Keith Kemp was buried in the church yard at Great EIm.

His connection with Great EIm was long standing with Keith playing
an active role in village life. He was a member of the Village Hall
committee and very helpful at its inception. He was also a keen potter
and several of his vases remain in use for church flowers. The cards on
sale in the church also feature his photographs. He and Anthea
remained members of the congregation for several years after they
moved to Frome.

GREAT ELM HARVEST FESTIVAL 2026 - A BUMPER CROP OF
GENEROSITY!

Great Elm Village Hall's Harvest Festival proved once again that while
we may be a small village, we certainly know how to put on a spread
and have a very jolly evening!

With 36 tickets sold and a £370 raised, it was a wonderfully fruitful
evening!

The harvest table was positively groaning under the weight of local
generosity. Judy and Jim's beautiful home-grown butternut squash,
Ruth's spectacular rolls, Johnny's seemingly inexhaustible supply of
courgettes, amazing grapes from Katy and Jean used to decorate the
table and were so delicious and Anand's beautiful, plaited bread. And
for pudding Judy’s delicious hedgerow crumble with Katy sourcing
cheese for the cheese board from Cheese Lord (07791 981875) and not
forgetting Sally's fabulous raffle baskets, which helped persuade
everyone to part with a few more pounds for a good cause!

Who knew that butternut squash, courgettes, brambles, apples, cheese
and a little village enthusiasm could generate quite so much goodwill?
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KEVIN CORCORAN
CARPETS & VINYLS LIMITED
Carpet, Vinyls, LVT & Natural Floor Coverings

Supplied & Fitted

Tel: 01373 303733

sales@kevincorcoran.co.uk
www.kevincorcoran.co.uk

Unit 6 Manor Road, Marston Trading Estate, Frome, Somerset BA1l 4BN

Buckland
Dinham
Village Hall
and Gardens

A huge hall seating 80
people with stage and fully
equipped kitchen. Large
enclosed gardens with fine S
views. Two cosy upstairs BB

meeting rooms each . _
available at £5.50/£6.50 per [§ & : =
hour. ' & £ i : I !

£14.50/hr buckland-dinham-village-hall.lemonbooking.com/
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A huge thank you to everyone who grew, baked, donated, cooked,
organised, bought tickets or simply came along hungry. The money
raised will be split between the St Mary Magdalene Church and the
Great Elm Village Hall.

Every penny helps keep our Village Hall and the church at the heart of
Great Elm. Small village, big appetites, great generosity!

I would like to add my thanks to all who contributed to making it such a
wonderful and happy evening raising funds for the church and village
hall. In particular, I should like to thank Gemma for her organisation
and hard work, making the evening such a success.

The food collection point in the church in aid of Fair Frome foodbank
produced several large bags of goods which were delivered to Frome the
following week. Thank you to those who donated.

On October 3rd, Richard King, who had completed his training to
become a Lay Reader, was admitted and licensed by the Bishop in a
ceremony at Wells Cathedral. Richard was supported by his family and
members of the congregation at the ceremony.

We will be hosting the Benefice Communion at 10.00am on November
2nd.

18



Our Remembrance Service on November 8th is at 9.30am to allow time
for anyone wishing to attend the service at Frome later. Although we
meet outside the church in front of the War Memorial the service is for
remembering all who have been affected by war, not just service
personnel. Richard King will lead the service.

MELLS WITH VOBSTER

It is once again time for our autumn churchyard tidy, so we are inviting
all Mells residents, those who enjoy walking through our wonderful
churchyard, or anyone with a family connection to or love of the church
to come together in a community effort to keep it looking beautiful, on
Saturday, November 14th, 10.00am-12.00. The hard work by our
volunteers is much appreciated by the many visitors to our church and
churchyard. If you are able to help, do please join us and bring your
own gloves, strimmers, tools etc. All welcome, tea, coffee and cake will
be provided.

e

o S
HERITAGE £-CO

Your trusted local experts
in finance and mortgages.

Sericr Prilres Macoe

*theheart of Somerset

Contact

vouched
2025

‘Big enough to
manage, small
enough to care’

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up with repayments on your mortgage

Heritage & Cois a trading name of Heritage & Co UK Ltd.

Heritage & Cois an Appointed Representative of and represents only 5t. James's Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the group’s wealth management products and
sarvices, more details of which are set out on the group's website http://www.sip.co.uk/products. The 'St. James's Place Partnership’
and the titles "Partner’ and 'Partner Practice’ are marketing terms used to describe 5t. James's Place representatives.

SJP Approved 17/12/2028
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LOUISE BIRO

CEIRATTALTOR

NOW PRACTISING AT THE BARNS, MELLS

FRIENDLY, PROFESSIONAL CHIROPRACTOR WITH
OVER 12 YEARS EXPERIENCE

HANDS ON TREATMENT SUITABLE FOR ALL
BACK/NECK PAIN~ PREGNANCY~ SPORTS
INJURIES~ POOR POSTURE...

FREE SPINAL CHECKS

CALL: 07816 526077
LOVISEBIRC{@GMAIL.COM

GCC REGISTERED, BUPA APPROVED

£5 OFF INITIAL ASSESSMENT

SOMERSET
EAR WAX
CLINIC

¢ Ear wax removal by irrigation
¢ Ear check prior to Audiology
¢ Fully trained and experienced

Sister Teresa Munro RGN
Quality Care Commission Registered

07962 106 045
teresamunro@hotmail.co.uk

Frome Medical Centre, Enos Way,
Frome BA1l 2FH

e

Country Handyman

For all your general
property mdintenance
& gardening jobs

Call
Hadyn West

www. westcountryhandyman.co.uk
hadynwest@me.com
07854 536577

PEPPERS CATERING

For the Moments that Matter

FUNERAL CATERING
AFTERNOON TEAS
PARTY CATERING
CORPORATE & BUSINESS
WEDDING CATERING
HEAT & EAT AT HOME

OVER 35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Visit us
www.pepperscateringofshepton.co.uk
Contact us
info@pepperscateringofshepton.co.uk
01749 346640 / 07484 809039
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MELLS PARISH COUNCIL (full minutes can be found at mells-
pc.gov.uk) Notes from Mells Parish Council held on October 13th

SOMERSET COUNCIL - COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

Planning Enforcement Backlog exceeds 1,200 Cases

Somerset Council Backs Dementia Friendly to increase dementia
awareness among councillors and staff, encouraging participation
in dementia awareness training and the Alzheimer’s Society’s
Dementia Friends programme.

£50 Million Flood Resilience Programme Somerset Council has
approved the next stage of a Government-funded flood resilience
programme, focusing on 15 projects across the county.

HIGHWAY AND FOOTPATH ISSUES:
Speeding vehicles in Vobster: Anna Sabine MP has offered her
support by contacting Somerset Council to push for action or

GARAGE DOOR
SPECIALISTS

Repairs, spares, servicing, is U N I. I G H T

automation, installation WINDOW CLEANING

30 years' experience in the garage door industry,

prioritising quality, trust and exceptional / Windows / Patios
customer service. 4 SR
/ Gutters / Driveways
J/ Fascias ./ Cladding
/ Soffits / Signs
/ Solar panels

07739 189 180 :
sunlightwindow8@gmail.com :

Contact us: ) sunlightcleaning.co.uk
Mobile: 07977 927590 e

Email: info@garagedoortech.co.uk

Website: garagedoortech.co.uk SPECIAL b
Covering Radstock, Bath, Frome, OFFER |
Trowbridge and surrounding areas. gutter wash
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identify reasons for delay. Somerset Traffic Management have had
another meeting with the police who have requested more speed data
to determine the exact entry points and the most suitable locations for
the signs.

Condition of Selwood Street: The road condition is appalling in some
areas and there are some loose cobbles on the pavement which are
dangerous, especially at night as there is no streetlighting. Clerk to
report again.

Vehicles parking long term in the Recreation Ground and Fairview:
The vehicle in Fairview has been towed away. The owner of the car in
the recreation ground is not responding. The van owner oes not live in
this police force area so the PCSO has contacted their local force. If they
do not take

action, it will be referred back to Somerset Council.

PLANNING MATTERS

New applications: 2026/1699/FUL: Change of use from a public house
to a single dwelling — Vobster Inn. No objections

Lime Kiln site: Some residents have expressed concern about the
prospect of a caravan park on the site and queried the size of the new
access road. There were pages of conditions attached to the approval of
the access road, some of which should have been actioned within three
months of the approval. Clerk to establish if they have been followed
up. The parish council feel negotiation with the developer is key to
ensuring that a proposal that suits the residents and developer is
found.

OTHER MATTERS

Play area fence: This requires replacement and quotes are coming in at
£8,000 for a metal fence. The parish council would like to support this
but due to the low number of councillors present, it was decided to
defer any decision until the next meeting. The bench has been
vandalised and also requires replacement.

Quarry liaisons meetings: Cllr West had attended the meetings and
reported back that at the Torr/Colemans meeting they had discussed
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solar panels, increasing the area of Whatley Quarry and the re-opening of
Westdown Quarry. There has only been one noise complaint in the last six
months. The quarry are looking to employ five people and an apprentice
with immediate effect. Over the last few months, the quarry has received
several complaints about the poor state of the road outside the quarry
entrance.

Vobster bridge: Large lorries are getting stuck on the bridge at the rate of
approximately one a fortnight. Most drivers are foreign and are believed to
be misunderstanding the 25ft length sign. Clerk to request a metric sign.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Tuesday November 10th, 2026 at 7.15pm in
the Barn. Joy Book, Clerk, Tel: 07704 584953 Email: clerk@mells-pc.gov.uk

WHATLEY

ST. GEORGE’S CHURCH, WHATLEY.

CLEANING AND FLOWERS

November 7th L Thomas; 14th ] Uhrmacher; 21st P Witt; 28th K Gay (no
flowers)

The Weatherproof )
Window Company

* Renovation

THE BOWEN TECHNIQUE & * Replacement
REIKI * Draught-proofing
* Small Repairs
For PEOPLE & DOGS * Replacement cords, pulleys,

Both gentle, non invasive, effective

5 ° handles, weights, glazing
therapies helping ease

Aches & Pains, Restricted All types of sash & wooden windows
Movement, Stress & Anxiety, Suitable for Listed Buildings
Headaches & Migraines and MANY

Fleecemill Cottage, 1 The Steps,
Buckland Dinham, BA11 2QR.
Tel: 01373 474637 Mobile: 07929
938419 (lan Gallagher)
www.weatherproofwindows.co.uk

more.....

www.bowenheadtoetail.com
Sam (@ Bowen head toe tail
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We pass on our sympathies to neighbours in Chantry church and village
for the death of Val Rawlins. She will be sorely missed. Both she and Hazel
were a great support within both church communities.

MACMILLAN CANCER FUNDRAISER

Laura Baber would like to thank everybody for all their help in baking,
making and coming to the coffee morning to support the great cause,
MacMillan Cancer Support, helping her to reach the fantastic sum of
£801.76 - with a bit more yet to come!

So many things contributed to the financial success of the morning, sales of
coffee and cake, cards made by Lexi and Orla, handmade goods from the
village sewing group and a raffle with a dazzling variety of donated prizes
along with a very special raffle of a hand-made quilt made by Marion
Ransome.

The other part of the success was, of course, the willing support of
neighbours and friends from a wide area. There was a lovely atmosphere
of friendship and generosity, helped along by the chat over coffee and
delicious treats.

frome
printi
company

Complete Design & Print Solution

01373 455222 info@fromeprintingcompany.co.uk
48&5 Manor Road, Marston Trading Estate, Frome, Somerset BA11 4BN
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Do you need a
Plumber? c.u

LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY
(LPA’s)

For information, preparation (if
required) & registration on LPA's
Contact: Tim Seviour t/a LPAs Direct

Tel: 01761 232097

Mobile: 07486 434193 ‘

E-Mail: tim.seviourl23@gmail.com

PAUL ANTELL
Property and Building Maintenance
PLUMBING
M.A.Stock

07801 355384 01373 672090 07890 366832

malcstock@yahoo.co.uk

01373 467427
Painting Interior and Exterior

Paths, Patios, Fencing, Brick and Stone Professional, Reliable, Friendly & Local
work including Building and Repairing
Walls, Roofing and Roof Repairs, Hard www.paulantellplumbing.co.uk
Standings, Chimney Works including fitting
Cowls and Re-pointing and many other little
jobs you need doing
Free quotations

paulantellplumbing @talktalk.net

holistic massage
CATERING g
Funeral Teas, Weddings, Drinks Parties & Events
. Holistic massage tailored to your needs.
Bantily Hun Since 2010
From Deep Tissue Massage to ease problem areas, to calming massage using
Based near Bnaton, Somerset

essential oils and Reiki to promote a deep relaxed state.
srwdorserdelightscavering ek Contact Katy on:

Conteer Alice: U763 028532, Louise: 07742 790600 (A0SR R

axhalehalisticmassage@autloak.com
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The Gentleman Painter
& GO

Specialising in the exterior and interior decoration of
period properties

Sash window renovation, reglazing, puttying and
replacement of rotten wood, freeing up of stuck
windows

Careful, traditional time served methods
Interior decoration consultations, with discounts on
the best quality paints available

All female team apart
from me!

-No Smoking
- No Swearing
- No Radio One

marc@marcpeel.com
www.thegentlemanpainter.com
07899900077
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HARVEST FESTIVAL.

Thank you, Richard King, our new lay reader, for giving us such a
pleasant Harvest Thanksgiving service, attended by twenty parishioners,
all in good voice for the traditional hymns. The church looked absolutely
spectacular thanks to the artistry of Mary Scott, who finds the most
beautiful autumnal flowers and foliage for superb arrangements. We
were joined by a dozen others for the Harvest supper, provided by the
hard-working Friends of Whatley. It was quite a feast! Delicious ham and
really good cheeses, along with good bread, tasty sausage rolls and some
sweet treats to round things off.

Everyone enjoyed drinks also “on the house” funded by the profits made
over the last year by Friends of Whatley events. We enjoyed a very
happy, convivial evening; thank you all.

FRIENDS OF WHATLEY, DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES

At St George’s Church, Whatley

COFFEE MORNING

Saturday November 14th 10.00am - 12.00

XMAS WREATH MAKING

Thursday November 19th 7.00-9.00pm

Join Gilly Palmer and Alice Kettle. We are not florists but invite you for
an informal creative evening of Christmas wreath making. Refreshments
with tea, coffee and biscuits.

The bar will be open for wreath makers and others.

Please bring  We will provide

A wreath base or frame  Extra Greenery and berries

Scissors or secateurs for cutting greenery A few extra decorations
Pliers or heavy-duty scissors for cutting wire Florist wire

Any other decorations String

Greenery and berries if possible Ribbon

Book your place for £15, 10 places available

Secretary of FOW alice kettle@gmail.com

WHATLEY COMMON GOOD TRUST
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The trust was set up in 2002 with an endowment from Hansons of
Whatley Quarry (now owned by Heidelberg Materials), following the
extension to the quarry which resulted in the closure of the road linking
Chantry and Mells. Its purpose is to fund projects, large or small, which
will benefit the residents or the villages of Whatley or Chantry, or both.
The current trustees are Nigel Brock, Olly Goodden, Stephanie
Greshon, Helen Mills and Sue Pollock. There is currently around
£32,000 in the Trust funds, which are intended for the benefit of projects
in the parish. Details of how to bid as well as other information on the
Trust are available on the parish website or from the Secretary,
ogoodden@yahoo.co.uk.

The trustees meet quarterly on the first Wednesday of January, April,
July and October, normally at the George Hotel, Nunney. The AGM is
held at the start of the April meeting.

AND FINALLY...

A day to remember those we have loved and lost
St Mary’s Hemington

Saturday November 14t

You are invited to drop in at any point between 10:00 and 3:30.
An informal open space with soft music and areas around the church
where there will be opportunities to light a candle, contribute to our
memory tree, take part in a reflective activity, enjoy a quiet space for
prayer and contemplation and to receive a blessing should you wish.

Jess will begin with an invitation to listen to morning prayer and be
available throughout the day. The day will draw to a close with
evening prayer.

All are welcome, for as little or as long as you want to stay.

Refreshments will be available throughout the day.

There is a toilet on site and signposted parking will be in Peter
Simper’s field.
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BUCKLAND DINHAM
CHANTRY
GREAT ELM
MELLS - VOBSTER
WHATLEY

ADVERTISING
fivealivemag@outlook.com
07810550030

Great Elm | BATT 3NY

SIUIRGCGERY

Olrrysel U339 rOos O7803 I=294=0

wrirur. arborcadabra.co.uk

J K HAMBLIN

Glazing Solutions - Window Care - Handyman Services

All Styles Of Glazing » Mirrors » Boarding-Up Service
PVC Windows & Doors » PVC Fascias, Gutters & Soffits windows,

Conservatory & Guttering Cleaning * Pressure Washing Cleaning Service
Fencing & Sheds » Lawn Maintenance

f 07877 8589712 f
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MARK WHITE

Furniture & Cabinet Maker

Furniture & cabinet making.  _ crarrmem eer
Custom-made kitchens Q
Design & installation

07890235660
markwhitefurniture@gmail.com

VWA . itefurnitur i com

lan Chapman
CHIMNEY

SWEEP
HETAS Registered

e Wood/fuel stoves
e Open fires
e Sweeping & servicing

Text or call lan on
07976 880267

Keep warm - stay safe!

YOUR STORY
Mallers

Life Stories | Ghostwriting
Manuscript Editing
Design and Print

No writing experience needed

.-:'i'f‘(:lrrff; B{ﬁ{'m .:'11‘6411(‘(1&
LOCALWRITING & EDITORIAL SERVICES

07969 333940 | www.mandybloom.co.uk

MELLS AUTO
REPAIRS

Diagnostics,
Engine Repair,
Clutches, Cambelts,

Servicing, Air Con,
Auto Electrical
mellsautorepairs

@yahoo.com
07716460079

Unit |16, Mells Pit Works,
Frome BAI | 3RH

Little GI‘E&IE’

PaimT & PArER

Peter Hardwick

DECORATORS ANMD PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS

Renroc Cottage, Lower Street,

Buckland Dinham.
Somerset. BAT11 2QMN

Telephone: 01373 453066
Mobile: 07956 870849
Email: ptp1000&aocl.com
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Jon Goode

_wheliz
.-"/ \\.
\ v |

\.\"""uru.c“./

Reliable and professional handyman,
for general household maintenance

Mells Nursery & garden services.
Mells Green, Mells, BA11 3QE Based in Buckland Dinham.
01373 813978
www.mellsnursery.co.uk
GOODE
We are a registered charity operating as a AND
voluntary run, community pre-school for
children aged 2 years old until school age. HANDY
Your local handyman
Awarded

STRONG IN ALL AREAS

under the new Ofsted framewark
in January 2026 Mobile: 07894 209201

Email: jon@goodeandhandy.co.uk

“Children experience a warm, inclusive Web: www. goodeandhandy co.uk

community where they feel they truly belong.”

Hancocks Plumbing & Hea’rlng LTD

ngh Quallty Plumblng & Heahng

Reusonuble Rates Professwna! Service

Tel: 01373 474337
Mobile: 07850 852544
“#ww.hancocksplumbingandheating.co.uk
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NIGEL K
CHARLTON

IF YOU ARE LOOKING
FOR SAND STONE AND
MIXED AGGREGATE
OR
ORNAMENTAL SHINGLE
IS OUR FORTE

LARGE OR SMALL
LOADS
Please ring Carol on
01373 471505 for a price

FORA LOCAL
PERSONAL
INSURANCE
SERVICE

Contact NFU Mutual Bath
0n 01761 239 382

@ NFU Mutual

INSURANCE | PENSIONS | INVESTMENTS

The National Farmers Union Mutual
Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982).

the

roots

company

e Trees

z Woodlands
« Gardens

s Care

For advice % Quote
Jhit in Me

L 01373 813 4%0 - 07989313036
*  gregatheroots org.uk

&  www theroots org.uk
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Garden Services
LawnBorder S Hedge Malntenanca,
Manting andl, Clearance

ITEARISE T 3T 465011
Jack handing 127@hotmail com

all agpects of ganden maintenance considersd

MPTC

Qualified

CAINSV

We navigate the chaos of data, finding order and connection, to
develop common models that bring clarity and direction to big
data challenges.

We are a small business based in Whatley that offer

Mole Catcher
01373836350 -

07512681111 @" 4
N3 -
No Mole Y

No Fee '“p,"\h"f

intellectually stimulating work, family friendly work patterns
and we have an office dog,

If you are interested in finding out mare about us then check
out our website,
https:/fwww. kaiasm.com

GARY HOLT’S

Painting, Decorating and
Plastering Services
Interior—Exterior
Domestic—Commercial
Dry lining—Plastering
Artex Ceilings
Plastered
Over 20 years
experience
Fully insured
Clean, tidy work
Free quotes
01373 814642
07891 312503

NEED A LIFT?

We will take you to and from
any important appointments

CALL COMMUNITY DRIVERS FROME:
07596 591391

www.fromecommunitydrivers.org.uk
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Forrester Sylvester Mackett Solicitors

Providing legal services for you, your family and your business for over 170 years.

Westway Shopping Centre, 2 Scott Road, Frome BA11 1AL.
01373485485 frome@fsmsolicitors.co.uk www.fsmsolicitors.co.uk

TAME &TEND

Sustainable Gardening Services

r Leggy Roses? Overgrown
Apple Trees?

Book now for a Winter prune to optimise fruiting and
flowering in your garden.
Specialist renovation and maintenance pruning of:
Roses, wisteria and apple trees.

¥

Contact us now for a free quote:
tameandtend@gmail.com 07469 982304

\ ‘
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The
HIGH
PAVEMENT

O

NOW OPEN

Serving Moorish Tapas in our
newly refurbished rescauranc

and stunning garden.

Thursday - Saturday 6pm vl 11pm
f wrhehighpavemenr
@1'hr|1‘|g|1l'::n-'cnn‘nr

¢: hellog@chehighpavement.couk

to book: 07967 222682

our local
ommunity
adio
tation

eeds your
tust to sell !
VD’s,

D’s,

agazines,
ooks etc.

e can pick up.

FROME FI

[_96.6FM

Anything we don’t sell,
we will donate to the
local charity shops.
Thank you!
jerwestcott@aol.com or
07703 780701

KAPOW PEST CONTROL

-Rats, Mice

- Fleas, Bed Bugs, Cockroaches
- Traditional Mole trapping
- Bee swarms removed

- Domestic and commercial
- Contracts available

A local pest controller with
over 10 years experience.
Call Chris Raithby:
01373813721/ 07976735086
email: chrisraith@hotmail.com

Fully qualified and insured
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Proud to be part of
the community

At Whatley quarry, we're committed to being a good
neighbour and supporting surrounding communities.

Wwe want to play our part by actively supporting local
initiatives and we regularly host educational visits, as well as
taking steps to protect and enhance the local environment.

To find out more and to apply for community funding go to:

www.communities.heidelbergmaterials.co.uk/en/what
ley-and-westdown-quarry-community-page

Heidelberg:
Materials




Scotth

Construction

New Builds and Extensions, Renovations and Repairs and
Conversions Kitchens and Restoration Maintenance
Bathrooms

Unit 6, Combe Buildings, Whatley, Frome, Somerset, BA11 3JU

t:01373 896040
www.scottconstruction.co.uk

WHEN YOU BUY @
o e J'RE

CARPETS, LVT, VINYL &
WOOD FLOORING
BEDS, MATTRESSES &

ACCESSORIES

www.radstockcarpetandbeds.co.uk
01761 432808
EXPERT ADVICE & FITTING
g o FREE PARKING ON SITE
THE OLD CINEMA - COOMBEND - RADSTOCK - NR. BATH - BA3 3AW




UEWELLERY, SILVER
L ‘:‘ E . L)

YOUR LOCAL OFFICE:

FROME: 01373 455060 COA(I:\)IDP ER
STANDERWICK: 01373 831010 TAN N ER

SALE ROOMS: 01373 852419




