20261018 Luke 10.1-9 Who was Luke? 
[bookmark: _Hlk53744112]Today we’ve jumped from Matthew’s gospel which is set for this church year to Luke because today, the church remembers with gratitude St Luke. And we have much to thank him for. 
He is of course, the author of Luke and it’s widely agreed he is also the writer of Acts. This is an immense chunk of the New Testament. Not only that but he is mentioned in other writings. He was a close friend of Paul, in the 2nd letter to Timothy, Paul writes from prison saying ‘Luke is with me’, Luke is there in the most difficult of circumstances. 
[bookmark: _Hlk53744173]It’s interesting how much we unknowingly give away of ourselves, whether in conversation or in writing. This is certainly true of Luke. Biblical scholars have fortunately done the research for us, but it is wonderful to be able to understand who Luke was even though he is writing about Jesus and the activity of the early church. 
The 4 gospels are written, not necessarily as a chronological account of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, but each gospel writer tries to write an account for a reason, to direct the audience to a conclusion. And in this way, they emphasise what they have understood to be the key, important things we need to know about this man called Jesus. 
[bookmark: _Hlk53744199]So what is important to Luke and why.
 It’s believed Luke was a Gentile convert, not a Jewish man. He is well-educated and of all the gospel writers he is the most eloquent in his use of Greek, and his literary artistry is well recognised, he is a wordsmith and paints with words. Some of his frequently used words are today, joy, rejoice, save, salvation, saviour and notably salvation is not found in Matthew or Mark and only occurs once in John. Poor, glory, glorify, sinners and sinner. This list of his favourite words sound like a mini bite sized gospel. His gospel has the largest vocabulary of them all. Something we barely notice when we have blended all 4 gospels in our heads like one good news smoothie.
[bookmark: _Hlk53744232]He is understood to be a physician but I for one wouldn’t know what that really looked like back in those times. But he emphasises Jesus as a healer. He understands Jesus as someone like no other. He writes of his humanness and compassion, as when he weeps over the fate of Jerusalem. 
And though there are the same healing stories found in Mark and Matthew, Luke also includes some unique to his gospel. He wants us to see Jesus as the divine healer. He could see the evidence of the transforming and saving power that this Jesus had been able to do.  
He uses the title Lord for Jesus more than any of the other gospel writers, aiming to clarify who Jesus was. We heard in the gospel reading the ‘Lord’ appointed 70 others and sent them in pairs on their mission to spread the good news. And more than the other gospel writer he directs his audience to the underpinning divine compulsion Jesus has, more than just an unfolding sense of destiny, but a focussed drive. The word he uses is translated as ‘it is necessary’ or ‘must’. 
Jesus must be in his Father’s house, he must proclaim the kingdom of God, he must be on his way to Jerusalem , he must stay at Zacchaeus’s house, he must suffer, the scripture must be fulfilled in him. 
And in Luke, the accounts of Jesus praying are more than in the other gospels. He shows Jesus’ dependence on God as vitally necessary for him.
[bookmark: _Hlk53744375]Luke must have been all too aware of the suffering of other people and it seems evident that Luke has himself been transformed. In his gospel he highlights Jesus’ care for the marginalised and disapproved of, the poor, the unclean, the Samaritans, he includes and distinguishes the women in Jesus’ ministry.
 Luke delivers completely inclusive good news for everyone and anyone. His gospel is for all people, and just as he himself came from outside the Jewish faith, he found in Jesus healing, salvation and hope beyond the day to day living.
[bookmark: _Hlk53744316] It’s no accident what Luke records, he states at the beginning of his gospel his intention to write an orderly account of the events that have been fulfilled. The mission of the 70 is not just a documentation of an event, but it shows how important it was to Jesus that his message needed to get to everyone and that he included others to be part of that mission. Jesus’ prayerfulness and reliance on God to direct him, his compassion for people, his willingness to heal and bind up the broken hearted, his imperative of ‘must’, this is what Luke wanted to us to know.
We are living through extremely unsettling and unprecedented times. So what must we do? 
Like Luke we can name our joys, we can recognise the welcome and healing Jesus wants for everyone, and in our prayers we can name our sorrows, our own need for healing because we are all in different ways in a transformative process of healing, and rest in the assurance that God wants to liberate and to heal, to bind up our injuries. 
And let us open ourselves up to compassion for our world, the damage and anxiety we see around us. This often seems overwhelming, but just as much as Jesus had to rely on his Father, we cannot bear this on our own. 
In whatever way you pray, do it. Pray for each other. Pray for healing and rejoice when you see it in whatever form it may come. Amen
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