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November

6
9

Coffee & Chat Stoke Church 10 - Noon
Leigh WI Memorial Hall LoM 7.15pm

13 Coffee & Chat Stoke Church with PCSO Mortimer 10 - Noon

13 Leigh Lunch Memorial Hall LoM See p 19

20 Coffee & Chat Stoke Church 10 - Noon

20 FOLC Christmas Fair Memorial Hall LoM 5 -7 pm See p §

26 Strawberry Cream Tea Tower Room LoM 2.30 - 4pm Seep 8§
27 Coffee & Chat Stoke Church 10 - Noon

28 Stoke Church Christmas Fair Memorial Hall 10 - Noon See p 9
December

12-13 Christmas Tree Festival Leigh Church See p 11



From the Reverend Keith Johnson

Nunney Rectory

With the changing of the seasons, warm summer days are long past,
autumn leaves will soon be like a stunning tablecloth of browns, greens
and yellows, covering our beautiful countryside, as we dig out our warm
clothes from the back of the wardrobe.

Our harvest celebrations in October were a timely reminder that the God
who placed the sun and star in their place provides for all our needs, and
now November is upon us.

November is a time to remember. On Sunday 1%t November, we celebrate
the Christian festival of All Saints Day, and we will be marking this day by
hosting an All Souls Memorial service at St Leonard’s Church, Marston
Bigot at 3pm, to which all are welcome. During the service, the names of
those we have loved and lost will be read out, and there will be the
opportunity to light a candle in their memory.

The following week we mark Remembrance Sunday on 8" November,
with multiple services across our two benefices. As poppy wreaths are
laid and the names read out of those who have made the ultimate
sacrifice in times of war, we recall with thankful hearts those whose lives,
given up in the name of freedom, have secured our tomorrows.

The annual Feast of St Hugh, former Bishop of Lincoln, who was Prior of
the first Carthusian monastery in England, is celebrated at Witham Friary
Church on Sunday 15" November, with a special service at 11am.

Friends, please join me in giving thanks to God for all those who have
gone before us, whose character and memory remain with us, and inspire
us as followers of Jesus Christ.

Keith




From the Registers
Funerals

Joyce Massey Stoke St Michael 12™ October

Leigh on Mendip Harvest Supper & Auction

Many thanks to everyone who supported our Harvest celebrations this year
by attending the service or the supper, providing flowers for the church and
auction, food for the supper, helping with serving, washing up and clearing
away or providing those very generous donations of produce for the auction.
Special thanks to Caroline Dove for organising the food for the supper,
Caroline Palmer for the delicious ham and amazing crumbles, Vicky
Higgins for all her help in the kitchen, Denis and Jan Pattison for their
brilliant organisation of the bar and our auctioneer, Martin Hemmett from
Cooper and Tanner, who kept us entertained while persuading us to part with
our cash!

As well as having a delicious supper and lots of fun we have raised an
amazing £763 for church funds and we hope you all enjoyed the evening.

Stoke St Michael Harvest Supper & Auction

A superb evening with a lovely atmosphere and enjoyed by everyone.
The Auctioneer, Revd Keith Johnson was complimented for the high prices
he made with some adding that they would be happy if he was the
auctioneer when selling their items!

Thank you to Erik Price for the donation of a bag of logs for the auction
and to Midway Dairies for their donation of cream.

The 100 Square was enjoyed by all especially the winners thank you
Graham.

Special thanks to my helpers Barb Gilson, Cicely Middle, Wendy (Barb’s
sister) and to Sarah and Pete for their help with the washing up.

A grand total of £734.62 was made for church funds.

Janet



Letter from Fiona Gibson Bishop of Taunton

A journey with God

One of the most significant places in the UK for me is the Holy Island of
Lindisfarne, and the pilgrimages I’ve made to and from the island walking
barefoot over the sands have been holy moments.

Unlike other journeys, pilgrimages are deliberate journeys of
transformation. I went on a pilgrimage from Watchet to Stogursey this year
with a group of laity and clergy from Quantock Deanery. It had moments
of challenge, and moments of joy. We were definitely changed as we
travelled. It was a holy time.

In Christian teaching, pilgrimage has long been seen as a form of
martyrdom. Not the martyrdom of shedding our blood, but the martyrdom
of shedding our preferences, our self-centred desires.

The psalmist wrote, “Blessed are those whose strength is in you, whose
hearts are set on a pilgrimage.” Those words show a yearning to be with
God in his dwelling place, and that’s a yearning we can all mirror in our
prayers, whether we can physically undertake a pilgrimage or not.

One of the most famous stories of a pilgrimage is, of course, Bunyan’s
Pilgrim’s Progress. I find the closing words of the book among the most
moving in literature, as they link our lives in this world to our journey’s
end with God. “I cannot describe what Christian felt when he came face to
face with the King ... I woke too soon. And besides, no one can dream the
Unimaginable. I shall have to cross the River myself before I can say
exactly what the City of Gold contains. I would not have chosen to wake.
But I did. I am awake now. Time to get up, then, I suppose, and continue
the journey. I am on a pilgrimage, too, you see. Everyone is.”

May God bless you on every step of your pilgrimage, and may you find
your rest in him.

Fiona Gibson, Bishop of Taunton




Sidesmen & Flowers
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Leigh on Mendip

1 November
8 November
15 November
22 November
29 November
6 December

Sideman
Kate Drinkwater
No service at St Giles
No service at St Giles
No service at St Giles
Jane Weston

Church/Brass Cleaning

November - Mary Witts and Lally Lee
December - Caroline Palmer and Vicky Higgins

Stoke St Michael
Sideman

1 November Penny Anderson

8 November No service
15 November Wendy Foulds
22 November Janet Gilham
29 November No service

6 December Penny Anderson
Church Cleaning

November - Cicely Middle
December - Jane Evans

STOKE CHURCH Rela-

(offee 4 chat
Fridays 10-12

JE

Flowers

Jan Pattison

ADVENT-No flowers
ADVENT-No flowers

Flowers

Lin Strong

ADVENT-No flowers
ADVENT-No flowers

facebook.com/StokeStMichaelChurch

6



We will remember them
Leigh on Mendip

On Sunday 8th November there will be an act of Remembrance
commencing outside the Memorial Hall in Leigh beginning at 10.45a.m.

This will be followed by our laying wreaths along the Church wall.
Alongside wreaths being laid to recall various military organisations and
regiments, there will also be community wreaths laid from the Parish
Council in Leigh, Downhead community, the village school and the pub!

This event is open to all in our communities to join in. In the event of it
raining on the day, the Act of Remembrance and the wreath laying will
take place inside the Church.

We look forward to seeing you there.
Stoke St Michael

This year on Sunday November 8th there will be a Remembrance Service
in the church commencing 10.45. It will include the reading of The Roll of
Honour and the laying of a wreath at the St Michael window memorial,
hymns and a short address by the Rev Stephen Kivett. This will be
followed by laying of wreaths in the Memorial Hall on behalf of the Parish
and various groups that use the hall. Tea and coffee provided. All are
welcome.

Stoke St Michael

REMEMBRANCE
SERVICE

Sunday November 8th 10.45

At the Church

Followed by laying of wreaths at the

Memorial Hall

Tea, coffee.

All welcome
...lest we forget...




FRIENDS OF LEIGH CHURCH
Registered charity number (England and Wales): 1174913

NOVEMBER UPDATE

The Friends fo Leigh Church would like to remind everyone of our
programme of events leading up to Christmas.

The Christmas Fair will take place on Friday, November 20", 5-7pm in
the Memorial Hall. There will be stalls selling stocking fillers, nearly new
items, along with Tombola, a raffle a Lucky Dip. Mince pies, cakes and
mulled wine will also be available. Fun for young and old!

A Strawberry Cream Tea is to be offered in the Tower Room cafe on
Thursday, November 26" from 2.30-4pm. Bring your friends for a delicious
treat.

Details of Leigh’s Christmas Tree Festival, with its exciting new format
will appear elsewhere in the magazine.

We would be delighted to welcome everyone to any of our events.

Sunday Stokers

This Autumn, Stokers are bringing fun to the church!

Every third Sunday of the month, all families are
warmly invited to come along to Stoke St Michael”s
friendly church:

10.30 - Children's activities and coffee for the grown-ups
11.00 - Stay for the family service
12pm - More refreshments and time to play/chat

Put 1 your diary......
og8ER3 )l 15
i §’§§SB» 5™ November

We'll be stoked to see you!
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St Michael & All Angels
CHRISTMAS FAIR

Sat 28th November

Stoke Memorial Hall
10.00am - Noon

Coffee & Mince Pies, Raffle &
more

Father Christmas will be there
from10.30- 11.30 i
&

l Stalls atlable at £12. ach

Contact Janet Gilham
01749 840671 to book a stall
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Leigh-on-Mendip Parish Council

Chair Clerk
lain Kirby Joe McGhee
Tel. 07518 710688

Tel. 01373 813909

Email parish.clerk@leigh-on-mendip.org.uk

Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of every month in the Memorial
Hall unless otherwise advised — see Parish Noticeboards for details of

Agenda, Minutes etc. or visit
www.leigh-on-mendip.org.uk

All parishioners welcome to attend

LEIGH on MENDIP MEMORIAL HALL

(Registered Charity No. 304574)

£5.00 per hour

Monday to Friday (until 6.00 p.m.)
£7.00 per hour

Monday to Friday (6.00pm onwards)
£7.00 per hour

Saturday and Sunday
Business Users - At all times £10.00 per hour

Hire of the hall includes the use of tables and chairs, crockery, cutlery,
glasses and use of the kitchen. The hall has WiFi and a comprehensive audio
system for playing music or using microphones. It also has a hearing loop.

Some items may also be hired for outside use. A list is available.

Booking clerk Ann Orpwood 01373 812459
r.a.orpwood@btinternet.com
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Calling all Christmas creatives!

Leigh on Mendip

Christmas Tree Festival 2026
in St Giles’s Church
Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th December

Friends of Leigh Church are delighted to again invite
Individuals, families and organisations to decorate a
Christmas tree for their annual Christmas Tree Festival.

This year, FOLC will be holding a party at the church for the whole
village at 5pm on Saturday 12th December featuring the prize
giving, hot food, drinks, festive games for all ages and more! We
hope to see as many villagers and their families there as possible.

At the centre of the festivities will be your tree entries. Prizes will be
awarded for the most creative and imaginative entries, using natural
or artificial trees (battery-powered lights only please).

The church will also be open for tree viewing and refreshments
on Sunday 13th December from 10am until 4pm.

Enjoy some festive fun and help us make this much-loved
event bigger and better than ever!

To find out more and request an entry form
email folcleigh@gmail.com or contact Caroline on 07974 025608

Closing date for entry forms: Friday 5+ December

Friends of Leigh Church, registered charity number (Enaland and Wales): 1174913
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DORSET DELIGHTS

CATERING

Funeral Teas, Weddings, Drinks Parties & Events

Family Run Since 2010
Based near Bruton, Somerset
www.dorsetdelightscatering.co.uk

Contact Alice: 07783 928532.

Louise: 07743 780609

Dunns Logs

Quality Seasoned Hardwood Logs
Delivery and stacking at no extra
cost

Nets of Logs and Kindling also
available

Contact Richard on
07703062048
Facebook Page
Dunns Logs

Mole Catcher
013738363850
07512681111
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Christmas Wreath Making Workshop

At Leigh on Mendip Memorial Hall

£20 per person

Sunday 13 December 1030 — 1230

To book please call or text 07801 235490
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D. HURLE PLASTERING

General Plastering, Skimming

Rendering, Dry Lining

Tel Daniel 078497 17702

Email-danielhurle@sky.com

-

CHIMNEY SWEEPS
SOMERSET

®@07891 105529

info@chimneysweepssomerset.co.uk

CUSTOM
PROJECTS
&
HOME
MAINTENANCE

STONE WORK/
RESTORATION

07936 319 435

Acupuncture- to help
your Well-Being:

Anxiety, Back, Neck &
Shoulder pain
Insomnia and much more.

Electrolysis,
Thread Vein Removal,
Skin Tag Removal,
Facials and more.

Bridal Hair Service across
Bath, Somerset & Wiltshire.

01761 436764 or 07761645580

www.beautyandbridesvalhurle.co.uk




Mendip Live Wires

Members of Mendip LiveWIres WI (Womens Institute) enjoyed [hEWI
a fascinating and entertaining evening at their October INSPIRING WOMEN
meeting, when we welcomed Barry Edwards, who gave a

marvellous talk on The Early History of Penguin Books.

Barry took us back to 1935, when the first Penguin paperbacks were
introduced at the remarkably affordable price of just sixpence (6d.). These
inexpensive yet high-quality books revolutionised the publishing world,
costing around fourteen times less than hardback books of the day. For
the first time, a much wider audience could afford to enjoy books,
opening up a world of literature and knowledge to people who might
previously have been unable to buy them.

Penguin Books continued to flourish through the difficult years of the
Second World War, going on to become a global publishing phenomenon
and an iconic name during the 1950s. Their distinctive covers were
colour-coded according to subject, making it easy for readers to identify
different genres. This simple but effective idea became one of the most
recognisable features of the Penguin brand. Barry also explained how
Penguin’s publishing journey eventually led to the controversial
publication of Lady Chatterley’s Lover, a landmark in the history of
publishing and freedom of expression.

His enthusiasm for the subject was infectious. A dedicated collector,
Barry has spent the past twenty years building his collection of Penguin
Books published between 1935 and 1960. Of the first 1,500 titles printed,
he is missing just 48 — an impressive achievement that speaks volumes
about his dedication and passion for collecting!

We thoroughly enjoyed this engaging glimpse into the history of a
publishing house that helped make books accessible to so many people.
It was a most enjoyable evening, and we are grateful to Barry for sharing
his knowledge, enthusiasm and wonderful collection with us.

We are a thriving WI group with members from Leigh on Mendip and
other surrounding villages, with wide-ranging ages and interests —
meeting on the 2" Monday of each month in the Memorial Hall. More
room, of course, for new members. If you think this could be for you just
turn up at 7.15pm or contact Caroline on 07974 025608. Our new e-mail
address is mendiplivewires@gmail.com

There is more information on Leigh on Mendip Village Website.

(https://leigh-on-mendip.org.uk/) via either the Groups button or Events
page, where you will find a link to our Facebook group.

AXINDMMNININIMD




Church Services in the Benefices of
Stoke St Michael, Leigh on Mendip and
the United Parish of Postlebury

Sunday 1st November - All Saints’ Day

09.30 Wanstrow Holy Communion
11.00 Leigh on Mendip Holy Communion
15.00 Marston All Souls Service
18.00 Stoke St Michael Evensong Jane Evans

Sunday 8th November - Remembrance Sunday
10.45 Nunney Remembrance Service
10.45 Stoke St Michael Remembrance Service Revd. Stephen Kivett

10.45 Leigh on Mendip Remembrance Service Revd. Graham Witts
& Chris Ingrem

11.00 Witham Remembrance Service Lay led -
George Pritchard
12.00 Nunney Interment of Ashes of Joyce Beresford
Henry Pomeroy
18.00 Wanstrow RBL Remembrance Service

Sunday 15th November - Second Sunday before Advent/

Feast of St Hugh
11.00 Stoke St Michael Family Communion with the Stokers *
11.00 Witham Feast of St Hugh Holy Communion
Revd. Stephen Kivett
1600 Nunney Soul Food Lay led

18.00 Downhead Evensong*
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November 2026 g

20th November (Friday)
10.00 Nunney Holy Communion BCP Revd. David Gatliffe

Sunday 22nd November - Christ the King/Sunday next before Advent
09.30 Stoke St Michael Holy Communion
11.00 Cloford Matins Jonathan Cheal

Sunday 29th November - First Sunday of Advent
10.00 Marston Combined Benefice Service

4th December (Friday)
10.00 Nunney Holy Communion BCP Revd. Stephen Kivett

Sunday 6th December - Second sunday of Advent

09.30 Wanstrow Holy Communion
11.00 Leigh on Mendip Holy Communion
18.00 Stoke St Michael Evensong Jane Evans

All services taken by Reverend Keith Johnson unless stated
otherwise
* Reverend Keith Johnson & Preacher Matthew Howson

17




HAIR & BEAUTY ROOMS E f/t

HILLSIDE COTTAGE, HOLCOMBE,

BA3 5DG
01761 233681
www.cottagehairandbeauty.co.uk

We provide a wide range of hair and beauty services for the whole family, including:
Hair - Ladies, Gents & Children’s trims, Re-styles, Colours & Perms
Nails - Manicures, Pedicures, Gel Polish, Builder Gel
Beauty - Facial Waxing, Brow and Lash Tinting, Lash Lifts, Spray Tans, Ear Piercing
Special Occasions - Princess Birthday Parties, Prom Hair, Bridal Hair and Make-up
Something for everyone, all under one roof!

OPENING HOURS
TUESDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-6PM

B
C
CHRIS INGREM

painting and decorating

chrisingrem.co.uk
07876 301615
enquiries@chrisingrem.co.uk

Based in Leigh on Mendip and
operating across the wider locality
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THE LEIGH LUNCH
at Leigh on Mendip Memorial Hall

Come and join us!

Friday 13 November 2026
and the second Friday of every month
Arrive from 11.30am, lunch served 12.30pm

Just £6 for a delicious 2-course hot lunch,
including hot drinks (card payments preferred)

Bar available

All diets can be catered for - just let us know.

Reserve your place now!
E-mail v.].higginsfox@btinternet.com or call 01373 812087
by Tuesday 10 November at the latest.

If you would like help with transport, please tell us when you book.
Friends of Leigh Church, Registered Charity No. 1174913

ARTS & CRAFTS EXHIBITION 2026

The annual Leigh on Mendip Arts & Crafts Exhibition, together with the Art
Cafe, was held on 17th and 18th October. It was a time for us to get together
whilst viewing the exhibits, perhaps meeting new neighbours, and enjoying
the Art Cafe. We hope you liked the famous impressionist images and
listening to some relaxing music.

Thank you so much to all those villagers who willingly volunteered their
time to making delicious cakes and savouries, helping in the kitchen and
assisting on the sales desk to make the Exhibition another great success, not
forgetting the many and varied exhibits and everyone who visited.

There are photos of the event on the Leigh on Mendip Website (Gallery).

The Arts & Crafts Exhibition Team look forward to seeing you next year -
Get Creating now!
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PEPPERS CATERING For the Moments that Matter

FUNERAL CATERING
AFTERNOON TEAS
PARTY CATERING
WEDDING CATERING
HEAT & EAT AT HOME
CORPORATE & BUSINESS

www.pepperscateringofshepton.co.uk

info@pepperscateringofshepton.co.uk

OVER 35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 01749 346640 / 07484 809039

W.J. Trotman Funeral Directors

(Incorporating Oswald Clarke Funeral Directors of Bruton)

Ashdene, Cranmore, Shepton Mallet,
Somerset BA4 4QQ.
Tel (01749) 880271

110
B N-r

A family run business for over four generations KW@

.
Private Chapel of Rest

DIRECTORS

B <

Pre-paid funeral plans available
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DIOCESE OFocese
Bath&Wells

Living the story. Telllng the story

Exploring the ‘great tradition’ of pilgrimage

For centuries, pilgrims have left home to walk with others, pray and
encounter God beyond the walls of the church. Today, people still follow
many of those ancient paths, discovering faith, fellowship and the beauty
of the natural world along the way.

Pilgrimage is the focus of this year’s diocesan Rural Forum. The annual
gathering which brings together clergy, lay leaders and others involved in
rural ministry from across the diocese, will explore what pilgrimage means
today, and how journeying with others can become part of our shared life
with God.

Rob Walrond, Rural Affairs Adviser for Bath and Wells said, “We’re
excited to explore pilgrimage together at this year’s Rural Forum and
discover how it can enrich the life of our churches and communities. We
want to bring people together to share ideas and discover pilgrimage
afresh.”

Across the diocese, churches and communities are finding ways to make
pilgrimage part of their life and worship, whether walking between
churches, following routes connected with saints, travelling to places of
prayer, or simply making time to walk, pray and notice God along the way.
Rob said, “It is amazing all the new and inventive ways that people are
exploring the great tradition of pilgrimage. It can be a wonderful and
missional opportunity for churches to connect with their communities and
further afield offering hospitality and sharing God’s love.”

The Rural Forum will offer an opportunity to hear more about pilgrimage,
share experiences and consider how it might become part of the life of
churches and communities across Bath and Wells.

On the road to Ukraine

A member of St Andrew’s Church, Bath is helping send hundreds of solar
panels to a church in Ukraine to support people who have been displaced
by the war.

Revd Alan Bain, a retired member of clergy, has worked with churches in
Ukraine for more than 20 years. He has united with the Bristol based
company, SolarSense and Ukraine Focus to send repurposed panels to
Svalyava in western Ukraine, where they will help provide power for a
church offering accommodation and meals to people affected by the
conflict. The panels have been donated to SolarSense by a client replacing
their existing panels. 21



LEIGH RECREATION FIELD

Bonus Club - The winners in Oct were lain and Estelle, and Roger and
Anne. Their £20 winnings will be with them shortly. The new Bonus Club
year has now started, thank-you to everyone who has signed up and paid
for the year, there are still a couple of numbers free, so if anyone else
wants to join please speak to a member of the committee.

Wreath Making. This year’s Christmas wreath making workshop will take
place on Sun 13 Nov at the village hall 1030 to 1230. It will cost £20 per
person and will include tea, coffee, mulled wine and mince pies, plus
everything you need to make your wreath. To sign up please text or call
07801 235490.

East Mendip Gardening Club

Things are slowing down in the garden come November. Milder areas see
their first frost and the days are shortening rapidly. Trees are putting on
their autumn displays and winter stems start to come into their own.There’s
still lots to do in the garden this month, and there are plenty of flowers,
vegetables, and fruits that can be sown and planted now for a spring
harvest or to crop through winter.

Sow sweet pea seeds in an unheated greenhouse or cold frame for an early
display next year.

Try growing perennials such as laurentia, delphinium, verbascum,
foxglove and lupins from seed in the greenhouse this month.

Plant up a terracotta pot of hyacinth bulbs for a highly scented and
colourful display next spring.

Now's the perfect time to plant hedging!

Plant bare-root roses anytime between now and March. This is a great time
to plant a native dog rose hedge or for any planned en masse rose planting.

Sow hardy broad bean 'Aquadulce Claudia' and pea ‘Meteor’ outdoors for
extra early harvests in spring.

Plant autumn planting onion, shallot and garlic sets.
Plant out spring cabbage plants at the beginning of the month.

Plant rhubarb crowns now in well-prepared soil. Add plenty of organic
matter, they are hungry feeders!

Plant raspberry plants and blackberries now. Remember to construct a
support system before planting.

Lift parsnips after the first frosts, when their flavour will have sweetened.
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Stake top-heavy brassica and leafy green plants. Draw up some soil around
the base of their stem to prevent wind from rocking the plant and causing
damage to the roots.

Remove fallen leaves from around the base of any rose bushes which
suffered from blackspot or rust this summer, to reduce the chance of
reinfection next year.

Continue to lift dahlia tubers, gladiolus corms and begonias tubers to store
dry over the winter months. Remove the dead foliage before storing.

Cut back the yellowing foliage of herbaceous perennial plants, and lift and
divide overcrowded clumps to maintain their vigour.

Prune apple and pear trees anytime between now and February.

Don't prune your plum trees now as they will be susceptible to the silver
leaf fungus - wait until midsummer.

Continue to clear fallen leaves off the lawn to keep it healthy using a light
rake.

Place a scaffold plank on the ground along the main access route into your
plot. This allows access but prevent the soil compacting as you walk across
it.

Spread well rotted farm manure across the surface of your vegetable beds
to rot down over winter.

Install solar lights in the greenhouse so you can still get out there on dark
winter evenings to check your plants.

Cut a few stems of holly with berries for making Christmas garlands. It’s
early, but now’s the time to do it before the birds eat all the berries. Stand
them in a bucket of water in a sheltered spot where birds can't take them.

Taken from https://www.thompson-morgan.com/in-the-garden-this-month

On Tuesday 24th November the East Mendip Gardening Club will meet in
the Ashwick & Oakhill Village at 7.40pm when Julie Haycock will advise
members on ‘Planning our Garden Borders’. Details from our Chair Mark
Manley, markamanley81(@googlemail.com or see https://www.
ashwickparish.org/clubs-and-societies/east-mendip-gardening-club

Leigh on Mendip Allotment Association

The Leigh on Mendip allotments are in the field to the west side of thg
Recreation Playing Field. If you live in the parish of Leigh on Mendip and
want to register, or simply discuss having an allotment, please contact :-
Tim Spurgeon, 18, Park Hayes, tel 07813 505830 or e malil
timspurgeon@btinternet.com
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PROPERTY SALES & LETTINGS

With market forecasts looking positive for 2026, and following the
excellent sales activity we have seen since the middle of last year,
we would be delighted to talk to you. If you are considering a home
move, first time purchase or a change of scenery, now may be the
time to start your conversation.

The team are here 24/7 to give you the advice and assistance you need.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO
ENQUIRE WITH US OR TRY
OUR FREE ONLINE
VALUATION TOOL
ON THE QR CODE...

free advice and guidance from
your award winning local office.

01761 252700

www.forestmarble.co.uk
sales@forestmarble.co.uk

BRITISH

— = SILVERWINNER WE'
PROPERTY WE'RE READY

TO WORK

AWARDS ESTATE AGENT ~ The Property

IN SOUTH WEST = Y\ ombudsman

2025 (SOMERSET)




INFORMATION PAGE

Vicar:

The Reverend Keith Johnson

The Rectory, High Street, Nunney, BA11 4LZ Tel: 01373 792344

Parish Administrator : Claire Edwards
Phone: 07404 824355 email: postleburysecretary@gmail.com

Parish Office, The Rectory, High Street, Nunney, BA11 4LZ
Office hours - Thursday 11am- Spm

Leigh on Mendip and Downhead Parochial Church Council
Contact email: sec.lomd.pcc@gmail.com

Churchwardens

Paula Freeland

07722 359093

Patricia Lawrence
07971 207037

email
Treasurer

Margaret Loten

01373 812922

Secretary Mary Witts

01373 812367

Stoke St Michael Parochial Church Council
Contact email : stokestmichaelchurchwardens@gmail.com

See also : https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10959
https://www.facebook.com/StokeStMichael Church

Churchwardens  Jane Evans

01749 840660

Wendy Foulds
07851 801310

Treasurer

Penny Anderson

07970 908671

email
Secretary

Janet Gilham

01749 840671

Safeguarding Officer for Leigh on Mendip, Downhead
Post vacant please contact Parish Administrator

Safeguarding Officer for Stoke St Michael
Rachel McEntee
Email: ssmchurchsafeguarding@gmail.com Mob: 07497 972576
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Honeysuckle Cottage
Leigh on Mendip BA3 5QQ

1 Manor Farm Cottages
Downhead BA4 4LG
pat.allsaintschapel@gmail.com

6 The Old Sawmills
Leigh on Mendip BA3 5RQ

11 Bellfield
Leigh on Mendip BA3 5QH

Withybrook
Stoke St Michael BA3 5JQ

2 St Michael’s Close
Stoke St Michael BA3 5LF

Grove View, East End
Stoke St Michael BA3 5LB
ssmchurchtreasurer@gmail.com

Hillside, Withybrook
Stoke St Michael BA3 5JQ



THE PERSECUTED CHURCH AND HOW TO SUPPORT IT
Colin Bailey

Burkina Faso

The landlocked West African country of Burkina Faso was previously
known as the Republic of Upper Volta until 1984, named by the French
colonial administration after the Volta River. The new name combines local
languages, translating to the “Land of Upright People”. An Islamist
insurgency began spilling over from nelghbourlng Mali around 2015 and
escalated into a full-scale domestic crisis. The two main Islamist groups
operating in Burkina Faso are the Islamic State in the Greater Sahara
(ISGS) and Jama’at Nusrat al-Islam wal-Muslimin (JNIM). A military
government has led Burkina Faso since a coup in 2022.

Rural areas ruled by Islamist extremists are where Christians are most
vulnerable to attack. Burkina Faso is ranked at number 16 on Open Doors’
2026 World Watch List of the most dangerous countries to be a Christian.
There are around six million Christians in the country, which represents
about 25% of the population. Since last year, violence has increased as has
pressure on church life. Believers also face deepening poverty and a
worsening human rights crisis.

Open Doors provides faith-based trauma counselling and emergency
support to Christians and displaced communities affected by violent
extremist attacks in Burkina Faso.

Please pray for Burkina Faso — for stability, for help for displaced
Christians, and for the aid agencies’ partners as they care for these
believers.

References and further reading

Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of Upper Volta and
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamist insurgency_in_Burkina Faso

Family Search: Burkina Faso History: https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Burkina Faso History
Britannica: https://www.britannica.com/topic/history-of-Burkina-Faso

Open Doors World Watch List: https://www.opendoors.org/wwl/burkina-faso

BTI Transformation Index: https://bti-project.org/en/reports/country-report/BFA

Open Doors news: https://www.opendoorsuk.org/news/latest-news/pastor-michee-burkina-faso/ and
https://www.opendoorsuk.org/news/latest-news/deborah-burkina-faso/




Stoke St. Michael War Memorial Hall

— ———— -
— ’

Hall available for hire — competitive rates

Booking enquiries via ‘stokestmichaelhall.org’

Facilities include a fully equipped kitchen, large audio
screen, wifi, speakers, accessible changing. Bar available.

Regular community activities include:

* ‘Tuesday Friends’ group meets every Tuesday, 2-4pm.
Join us for crafty activities or just for a coffee & chat

* Monthly cinema Sept — July (see posters)

We are also proud to host a community ‘Book and Puzzle
Swap’ in the summerhouse at the back of the hall. We have
hundreds of books and dozens of puzzles, regularly updated.
Come and see for yourself...
LRI == ], N
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Nurturing Curious Minds

ROBINS PRESCHOOL

at Leigh on Mendip School

Places available at our wonderful provision offering
an engaging curriculum for children aged 2-4 years.

WHY CHOOSE US:

Q Small & Friendly Setting 0 Outdoor play

Q Developmentally appropriate curriculum Q Play-based learning

0 Based on our school site to provide a seamless transition into reception class.

To arrange a tour of our Preschool, please call 01373 812592, or

email office@leighonmendip.mnsp.org.uk

Leigh on Mendip Parent, Toddler
and Baby Group

New members are always welcome at
Leigh on Mendip Memorial Hall

Tuesdays 9am - 11lam (term time only)
£1.50 for first child and 50p each for siblings
(including refreshments and resources)

If you need any more information contact

Vicky Williams on 07866 894303
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THE HIVE
Early Years Unit at Stoke St Michael Primary School
Moonshill Road, Stoke St Michael BA3 5LG

Specialist Early Years Teacher, Sensory Garden, Indoor and Outdoor learning
Environments, Sensory Play, Engaging Provision!

Open Term Time Only: Monday-Friday 8:40am-3:20pmpm
Places available for 3 and 4 year olds

We offer 15 and 30 hours funded places which are available for universal and working families
and tax-free childcare is welcome.

To arrange a visit please email: office@stokestmichaelprimary.co.uk or call the office on

01749 840470. For more information go to www.stokestmichaelprimary.co.uk or visit
n @StokeStMichaelSchool.

Some’ching to ask 7

Something togive 7
Something to sell 7

SOmething to tell 7
Use this space

1 advertise
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E. EMERY & SONS

1 GLADSTONE VILLA, ASHWICK

LOCAL FAMILY - INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS

TRADITIONAL & NON TRADITIONAL FUNERALS

PRE-PAID FUNERAL CAN BE ARRANGED

PERSON TO YOUR REQUIREMENTS

HOME VISITS 24 HOUR SERVICE ALL AREAS COVERED

CHAPEL OF REST

CONTACT JONATHAN AND FAMILY ON 01749 840350

E-MAIL jbemery22@aol.com

PLACE
YOUR
ADVERT
HIERE

SEE BACK PAGE FOR

ADVERTISING RATES

SOMERSET
- EARWAX
CLINIC

() Ear wax removal by irrigation
() Ear check prior to Audiology
¢ Fully trained and experienced

Sister Teresa Munro RGN

07962 106 045
teresamunro@hotmail.co.uk

Horizon Suite, Frome Medical Centre

Enos Way, Frome BA11 2FH
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Articles for the next issue to be submitted by the 20th of each month
E-mail - thevillageconnection@hotmail.com
Post - Janet Gilham, Hillside, Withybrook, Stoke St Michael, BA3 5JQ

Your Village contacts are:-

Leigh Jan Pattison  Yew Tree Cottage, Tadhill ~ 01373 812460
Stoke Janet Gilham Hillside, Withybrook 01749 840671
Downhead  Steve Britten The Old Granary, Downhead 01749 880118

Advertising Rates
Commercial
'/4 page £2 per month or £25 per year
Y2 page £4 per month or £45 per year
Whole page £8 per month or £85 per year
Non Commercial
'/+ page 50p per month or £5 per year
Y2 page £| per month or £10 per year
Whole page £2 per month or £20 per year
Payment for adverts to:-
Janet Gilham, Hillside, Withybrook, Stoke St Michael, Radstock BA3 5]Q
Cheques made payable to Stoke and Leigh Magazine

Note from the Editor

When emailing articles or adverts please use black text and grayscale for
all logos and pictures A5 portrait format with |cm margins |.5cm bottom
margin. Or A4 landscape same margins two columns with central gutter of
2cm.

Leigh on Mendip Village Website:- www.leigh-on-mendip.org.uk

Police Community Support Officers
Louise Perry for Leigh on Mendip and Will Mortimer for Stoke St Michael

Tel: 101 for non-emergencies 999 for emergencies only
Or report on line at: https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/report
CCS Village Agent Nic Edwards Tel 01823331222



