Orlestone Creationtide Sermon  2 Corinthians 9:6-end  Gospel: Luke 12:16-31 
May the words … 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
These words are so familiar, and yet eternally true.
The Church of England has just published a new report called “Hope for all Creation” which draws together the current observations of our world, some theological reflection, and thoughts about how we, as Christians and as God’s Church could, and should, respond. 

The book says this: “In theological language, this divine provision is sometimes called creatio continua, (continuous creation). This is the idea that creation (in its fullest sense) should be understood not merely as a one-time and finished event, but as an ongoing process in which God continually orders all things and gives them existence”. 

This morning we are going to look at today’s changing world as we consider the readings for the new season of creationtide, the Season of Creation, which the Church of England has put into the church calendar this year.  

Creationtide is not completely new, harvest festival has traditionally been a time to thank God for the blessings of the harvest, to celebrate the wider provision of God’s creation, and to thank God for his bounteous gifts. Whilst we acknowledge that some years have been better than others for all farmers, particularly with fruit, vegetables, and wheat and grain crops, overall if one thing has not done so well, something else has often been plentiful to compensate for it. Jean Boulden always explained how the predicted weather affected the choices that they made about what to plant, and how the weather affected their harvest. She, like many farmers, was always very clear that God provided the sunshine and the rain. 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
Other countries have not fared so well. Letters for creation sent from Archbishops around the world bear testament to the way that climate change has affected them. In 2018 the Archbishop of Cape Town related the impact of changing patterns of rainfall which have caused devastation in Mozambique and terrible drought in Namibia, Eswatini and South Africa. More recently the Archbishop of New Zealand and Polynesia described the relocation of villages due to the rising sea level, and the destruction of trees, homes and crops in Fiji by violent cyclones. 

I have watched the news coverage of these events in recent years and been challenged by the enormity of the situation. At the same time, I battle with my apparent inability to be able to do anything to affect change. It always seemed to be something that affected other people, too far away to engage with. Maybe others have felt the same. I am sure that many of us have donated to the Disasters Emergency Committee for specific appeals to help people in need but, like me, have felt powerless to bring about long-term change. However, it is long term change that is needed. Changes in attitudes and in behaviours. 

I think we will all agree that 2026 has been different. I am certain that we all remember the floods of last winter and recognise that this year’s overall harvest has been dramatically affected by the almost constant heatwaves that we have experienced this summer. Farmers have suffered from lack of water and the yield from traditional crops has been dramatically affected, not only reducing the amount of grain but also the quality. This will affect wholesale prices, as there is more demand and less supply, and it will ultimately affect overall food prices and inflation. It will affect us all. 

A winter of floods and a summer of heatwaves have brought the changing climate sharply into focus for us in Britain. People have lost their homes to fire and flood; the fire service has been unimaginably stretched by the floods and wildfires that this year has brought. People are often out of their homes for over a year whilst they are rebuilt and then they have sometimes found that they can no longer insure them. 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
Climate change was first talked about many years ago when I was a teenager. I am not sure that I even believed in such a thing in the early days when Prince Charles, as he was then, started to use his position to raise awareness of climate change. Some might consider that the church has been slow to understand and slow to respond to the more obvious signs of climate change in the 21st century. This is not the case. Theologians have been raising concerns from as far back as the 1600’s, through to John Stott, Rowan Williams and others who have continued to raise awareness. 

What can we do? In some ways we have been slow to respond to the increasing urgency of climate change as it has, in the past, not affected us so much. That has changed. I personally really struggle when temperatures go into the 30’s, and I don’t think that I am alone. We have been warned to get used to it. 

In our parable of the rich man his harvest is so great that he plans to build more barns to house it all. Sadly, we will not be in that position this year. The rich man had great plans to store all his crops, but sadly the one thing he did not even consider was sharing that abundant yield with others. The “I’m all right Jack” attitude of the rich man is obvious in our parable. In contrast, we are called to be generous, to share what we have and to live differently. God knows what we NEED. 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
What is the church doing? 
Bishops sit in the House of Lords and contribute to the public discussions on environmental issues. At local and national levels, the church is looking at how it can reduce carbon emissions in its church buildings and schools by promoting wildlife and biodiversity in its churchyards and glebe land, and by using its Eco Church scheme to name some strategies.

Our church services now contain more references to creation, and confessions where we can express our sorrow for our greed, neglect and abuse of nature. The Anglican church is actively involved in working with other denominations, and the festival of Creation in Christ is being adopted more widely.  

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
But what can we do? 
How can we change our attitudes and behaviours to bring about some long-term impact on climate change? I think we all, in our own ways, are trying to help. We now have food collected to be re-used, we have long been recycling plastic, tins, cans, paper and card. We can recycle wood, metal, garden waste and fabrics. 

I don’t like plastic bottles. When I was working, I tried to get the partners to stop using plastic bottles and use more sustainable methods to ensure that children drank enough water. At a recent wedding the guests were given plastic bottles of water. I carefully collected up all the bottles and took them home to be recycled. There is a big temptation to think that nothing we can do as individuals will make a difference, but if each of us does a little we can work together to make a big difference.  

Climate change has starkly affected us this year, could we all do a bit more? Many of us may be thinking about what the future looks like for our children and grandchildren. There is a current TV advert which uses children to remind us that there is a shortage of water and encouraging us to take a shorter shower, turn the tap off whilst we clean our teeth, and use watering cans instead of hosepipes to name a few suggestions. Small things can make a big difference. 

The poor crop yield for this year is one thing that will bring home the challenges that we are facing. We are an affluent nation, but can we choose to use our buying power better? For example, can we buy fair trade goods which benefit those who have produced them and not just the businessman? The Church of the Good Shepherd have a fair-trade stall most Sundays at the back of their church. 

Can we make a purposeful decision to try and buy more home grown produce, and support local farmers and traders? I know that I won’t buy strawberries that are not English. When we buy things produced around the world, as we are able to do, we are encouraging the systems which make that produce available, the planes, boats and lorries that have to transport it. Consumerism in the short term has long term consequences. Can we make a conscious decision to be more thoughtful about which companies we source items from?  Do we need things, or do we want them? Can we invest our money in more eco-conscious companies? Could we live more simply, buy less, and try to be more efficient in the way that we use energy? 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
Our gospel reading clearly criticises the rich man, not because he is rich but because he only thinks about himself and does not think about others. As Christians we are called to care for God’s world. Today we are thinking about what that looks like. This is God’s world and we are reminded that we do not need to worry about ourselves. Do not keep striving for what you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying. Your Father knows that you need them. Strive for His kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. 

We are called to be generous, unlike our rich man in the parable who did not even consider sharing. Our Corinthians reading echoes our gospel reading and reminds us that God loves a cheerful giver. By doing this we will not only testify to God’s goodness but remind others that it is God’s creation. In this way we will glorify God, as we live God’s way in God’s world. 

Sometimes, when we look at the big picture, we can feel so insignificant. That is not true. We are also part of God’s creation. Whatever we can do to sustain that creation, to maintain the biodiversity of our world, to contribute to a better world is worth doing. 
We can also pray that more people, including farmers, will help us to once again to be better providers of the food we need in our own country, rather than relying on imports. 

Where is the hope? The report concludes: “The global nature of the environmental crisis is the strongest reminder to the Church of England today that it is part of a worldwide Church, connected with and affecting the lives of communities across the globe.” May we be inspired to review our part in that church. Amen. 


