20261011 Matthew 22. 1-14 What to wear
Frequently in literature and drama, weddings are the setting for a joyful resolution.[footnoteRef:1] Whether Mamma Mia or Pride and Prejudice. The feast, the celebratory drinks and over-enthusiastic dancing. Fictional weddings often bring the young lovers to the altar after hurdles put in their way; it is all worth it in the end.  [1:  The Canterbury Preacher’s Companion 2023, p.242] 

Isaiah’s imagery of the feast of rich food and wine where God will destroy death and wipe away every tear as all nations are invited to the table. Jesus, when he envisions how God will reign will culminate at the end of history, tells of a king hosting a great wedding feast for his son. [footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid.] 

This parable is in Luke’s gospel too though Matthew’s tone is full of urgency and bitter anger.[footnoteRef:3] For Matthew, his tone is clear, the banquet is ready and it’s about to go to waste. [footnoteRef:4]  [3:  Lectionary Reflections, Jane Williams p.116]  [4:  Ibid.] 

Context is everything. In this chapter we have parables all about the way in which people are passing up their chance to share in the kingdom. 
Just before, we have had the parable of the two sons, whereby a man asks his two sons to go and work in the vineyard, one says he’ll do it, but doesn’t, the other says he won’t go to the vineyard to work but later changes his mind and goes. Which of the two do the will of their father? 
Then comes is the parable of the wicked tenants. We celebrated harvest last week, so we did not have the lectionary readings set for last Sunday, but it was this one. 
The vineyard owner plants a vineyard, leases it out to tenants. When the harvest time comes, he sends his slaves to collect the produce, there is violence done to the tenants. He then sends his son, saying ‘they will respect my son’. And well, I think you know the rest of the parable. 
Importantly for context, Jesus is directing this to the religious leaders.
Hammering the nail home, one, two, three……..getting the message across as he sets up the parables one after another making it clearer and clearer that all of the focus is on Jesus. These leaders understand what is being said and that it is directed towards them, it’s just that they do not believe it. 
In front of them is an ordinary man, who has made outrageous claims about himself, taken liberties with tradition that they alone have the authority to interpret. 
The imagery of the royal wedding, these are invitations you’d be mad to miss. The invitation would be on the mantlepiece. Plans for outfits, a hat maybe. The King plans a party to remember, and the chosen guests make their excuses, one to his farm, one to his business, they are looking after their own welfare and commerce. 
It’s hard to imagine how gutting this would be. I guess we’ve all had that pang of disappointment when someone we dearly love declines an invitation, we so hoped they’d be there. Now imagine that when all your beloved family and friends say they can’t attend. We can’t imagine how awful that would be. 
The king in the parable sends his slaves out to invite everyone, both good and bad get to attend. And there is one man who sticks out like a sore thumb. He is not appropriately robed.
The king’s question is quite friendly in tone, and it gives the opportunity to give all kinds of possible responses, 
‘I could see how urgent it was, and I didn’t want to miss it.’
Or, ‘I don’t own a wedding gown, but I’d love to borrow one.’
And yet, he is silent, he has nothing to offer, nothing to explain, he loses his chance. 
There is much in this silence. This man is only there for himself, he’s not interested in a relationship with the King, it seems he doesn’t care what the banquet is for, only what he can get from it. [footnoteRef:5] [5:  Jane Williams p.117] 

As with a wedding, family and friends are there to celebrate, support, and share their love with the couple. So too is this wedding parable, the guests were invited to rejoice with the Son. [footnoteRef:6] [6:  Ibid.] 

This parable got under my skin. Looking in the mirror, as if I was getting ready for a wedding, it made me think about which of the guests am I. 
Did I receive an invitation but ooh I am sorry but I have so much to do, so many distractions, a full diary, commitments, real or imagined that I just can’t come and rejoice with you. 
Or what about the second wave of invitations and am I clothed appropriately? St Paul gives a hint in his letter to the Colossians:[footnoteRef:7] ‘As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourself with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness and patience…above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.’[footnoteRef:8] [7:  The Canterbury Preacher’s Companion 2023 p.244]  [8:  Colossians 3:12–14] 

We can tell when someone is wearing a wedding outfit, God can tell what we are clothed in as this list suggests. 
When purchasing a fabulous wedding outfit, there will be a cost, well so too with this type of clothing. God will provide you with opportunities to be compassionate, to be kind, humble, meek, patient, that’s the cost. Only recently I heard a preacher share a story of praying for patience, rather than his usual level of patience, that of an angry wasp. 
His daughter asked him to drive her to a department store, she just quickly needed to pop in, grab something and she’d only be 10 minutes. He drives her, stays in the car, 10 minutes passes, then 15, the 20. He’s getting really frustrated now so he calls her. Yeah dad, I’ll only be a few more minutes. He then needs to move the car, the minutes pass……Eventually she comes out of the shop an hour later. 
His dead-pan face and his tone as he shared this was ‘I’d been praying for patience.’
God sends out the invitations and gives us plenty of opportunities for clothing options. 
Maybe it’s time to try on something completely different, a new style you didn’t know you needed in your wardrobe. 
The parable is clear, if hard to hear, when the King speaks to us, our silence will just not do. 
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