The Rector's Ramblings
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It’s usually around this time that I Ramble on the produce from the Rectory garden, and what we (or rather my sister) has done with it. How many beans, tomatoes, courgettes, raspberries, blackberries and cucumbers we have grown over the summer, what has been a success and what has been a failure. Well, we are picking quite a lot, but unlike the crops in the fields, our little patch is coming into its own later than usual. Looking back over the records we keep each year, as you do, we began harvesting (although that makes it sound rather grand and on a much bigger scale than it actually is) much earlier in previous years, and some of the crops had already finished by now. But this year our raspberries, courgettes, cucumbers and tomatoes are still going strong, and although our beans haven’t produced much over the past week, there are still more to come, hopefully.
It got me thinking, again, about how good creation is at adapting, if we give it time and maybe a little bit of a helping hand. Yes, we have had to water more than usual this summer, giving the raised beds and pots a good soaking twice a week, but in an effort to save water, the scrubs, roses, and bedding plants were all pretty much left to their own devices, relying on them putting their roots down deeper, searching out their own water supply. The result? Yes, they looked a little stressed a few times, but on the whole they have coped with the long dry spell remarkably well, with the roses, surprisingly, having more blooms, more often, than usual. The lawn, which only two weeks ago looked like a barren desert, is now, after the recent showers, almost all green and will probably need its first mow in months very soon.
Now before anyone thinks I am suggesting that climate change isn’t happening, and that we don’t need to rethink how we live, how we garden, and what we grow, I’m not. The effects of 250 years of burning fossil fuels, of pumping carbon emissions into the atmosphere, are real and here to stay. Its effects are seen all over the world, and felt by people who haven’t done the burning, who haven’t benefited from the industrialisation that we in the west have. The people of Napal and Tibet, devasted by the flash floods caused by melting glaciers, lived simple lives without all the mod cons we take for granted, many of which continue to pump carbon into the atmosphere. People in parts of India have seen the number, and ferocity, of floods increase over recent years as their forests are cut down and their land mined for minerals needed to supported modern technology and the AI boom.
So maybe it’s time we looked back to the Old Testament to be reminded that the earth and all its resources are not there to be plundered just because we can. In Leviticus, farmers are told not to harvest their fields completely, they are to leave some of the crops for the poor and for the stranger. In other words, you didn’t take everything simply because you could, you left something for somebody else who had less than you., and maybe that is a lesson we all need to learn today. We live in a culture that encourages us to buy more, replace more and throw away more. If something is cheap, we can convince ourselves that it doesn't matter if we throw it away. But cheap isn't really cheap. Somewhere, someone or something, is paying the real price, be it in sweat shops, in deforestation, in draining of the earth’s resources.
We can’t undo the damage already done. We can’t reverse the melting of glaciers, or replant enough trees, or decontaminate the atmosphere, but we can change what happens next. We can, like the plants in the garden, adapt, put down deeper roots and find better ways, more sustainable ways, of not just providing for ourselves, but providing for the people around the world we will never meet, and the generations that will come after us, because this beautiful, fragile and remarkable world is not ours to use up. We are its caretakers, not its owners, and we need to use what we have wisely, only take what we really need, and leave something for those who will follow.
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Worship in the Valley Parish
6th September
Holy Communion
10am
East Dean
Deanery Evensong
Sunday 13th September @ 6pm Christ Church, Forestside
 
Join people from across the Westbourne Deanery for our annual Evensong service, this year taking place at Christ Church, Forestside, part of the Octagon Parish. The service begins at 6pm, and the preacher will be the Dean of Chichester.
Please note that parking will be on grass verges and so sharing a lift would be helpful.
Rev Sarah Manouch
07468 854864 priestvalleyparish@gmail.com
Please note that I am part-time. My principal working days are Friday and Saturday as well as Sunday. I am not available on a Thursday.
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Caring for God's Creation





