Dear All
I sit here having just listened to yet another heatwave being predicted. I was eleven in 1976 and would have said that that summer was far hotter than this has been, but records don’t lie and we are going to have to get used to the climate we have, until it probably reverts back to what we call normal in a few years time. However, the last few years are becoming the new normal for us and perhaps is already the norm for our children.
I saw the other day water being sprayed onto a field, a field that had been harvested, and I can only assume this occurred so that the farmer could turn the land over and start drilling next year’s crops. I know that we often hear that you never see a happy farmer but the weather, along with all the regulations and laws, and the unfair competition from abroad, must make them question what and why they do what they do. Patience and perseverance are hugely dominant in their life, along with a complete love of their work. Farming, at its most natural, is a true vocation, and one which is in the blood and very being of a ‘true’ farmer.
Sadly, patience and perseverance, and apologies because I know I go on about this on a regular occurrence, are something which is sadly lacking in many aspects of society. Everything needs to be done at pace, and some people don’t have the ability to slow down and wait. Road rage and bad driving has increased in recent years, mainly down to people feeling that they are late and missing out; the road between the ring road through Rufforth and to Long Marston, and the Rudgate crossroads at Tockwith always seem to have an accident at least once a month. And as for the A64!
In the Bible, patience is a key virtue and a gift from God. It means staying calm in hard times, trusting God's perfect timing, and showing love to others without getting angry. Yes, it’s all well and good, I hear you cry, but Jesus’s life was much slower, no drivers keeping to the speed limit holding us up, Jesus didn’t have children to get ready, no pressures of work meetings, or school commitments. No, he didn’t, however, he perhaps had the biggest reason to get on with things, if we believe that he knew about his forthcoming death, and the shortness of time he had to do the will of his Father, he should really have shown more urgency in what he was doing. 
But Jesus led by example, he had time for the crowds who followed him around, although all he really wanted to do was to go and pray by himself; he had time for the Samaritan woman, in a way that nobody had given her in the past; he made time for his friends and, of course, he had time for those who were sick and dying. He even made time at the end of his life to ensure that his mother would not be on her own.
His disciples perhaps wanted to spend a little too much time with him. Their time with him was safe, and they felt important being part of his ‘gang’. But he would send them out to preach, teach and heal, and not always successfully. Matthew chapter 17 recounts the story of the disciples not being able to heal the boy with a demon; “Then, after he went into the house, his disciples asked him privately, “Why couldn’t we cast it out?” He told them, “This kind can come out only by prayer.” The disciples' failure to heal the boy highlights a moment of spiritual weakness, probably through not giving enough time to their efforts and prayers. This incident serves as a teaching moment about the necessity of faith and prayer, both of which take much patience and perseverance. Jesus' consistent success in performing miracles reinforced the need for His followers to remain connected to Him and follow his lead in being willing to spend time with others. This passage also reflects the broader theme of our human limitation and the need for divine intervention. We are nothing if we don’t spend time in communion with our Lord God, and this can be done at any time.
So as you go about your daily living, and perhaps drive through the beauty of the countryside around us, give more credit to the farming community who work our land, provide us with food, and maintain the fauna and flora and wildlife, but also be in awe and inspired by their patience and perseverance. Is this the patience and perseverance and love you show to those you live with, those you work with, and with our Lord God. And if it’s not, how can you change your lifestyle to allow yourself more time just to be, to be in the presence of God, and to be of help to those you love.
With my blessings, Martin.
