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                   Services at St. Botolph’s 

September 

    2nd  Mid-week Said  Communion service 11.00am (Wednesday) 

   4th Prayer Group    10,00am (Friday) 

   6th Sung Eucharist    10.00am (Sunday) 

   11th Prayer Group    10,00am (Friday) 

   13th Sung Eucharist    10.00am (Sunday) 

   18th Prayer Group    10,00am (Friday) 

   20th Sung Eucharist    10.00am (Sunday) 

   25th Prayer Group    10,00am (Friday) 

   27th Sung Eucharist    10.00am (Sunday) 

 27th Taizé Service    4.00pm (Sunday) 

 

October 

 2nd   Prayer Group    10,00am (Friday) 

   4th Sung Eucharist & Harvest Festival 10.00am (Sunday) 

 7th Mid-week Said Communion service 11.00am (Wednesday) 

   9th Prayer Group    10,00am (Friday) 

   11th Sung Eucharist    10.00am (Sunday) 

   16th Prayer Group    10,00am (Friday) 

   18th Sung Eucharist    10.00am (Sunday) 

 23rd Prayer Group    10,00am (Friday) 

 25th Sung Eucharist    10.00am (Sunday) 

 

On Sunday October 4th, our 10am Harvest Festival service will be followed by a  

Bring and Share lunch. 

Our Sunday services are followed by refreshments. We look forward to    

welcoming you at any of our services. 
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 September - October 2026    133rd Edition  

                   Thought for the Month 

Lammas, Harvest, and Giving God Our Best 

As summer moves towards autumn, the Church's calendar offers us two occasions 

to reflect on God's provision: Lammas and Harvest Festival. Although they are 

closely related, they carry slightly different emphases that can enrich our             

understanding of gratitude and stewardship. 

Lammas, celebrated on 1 August, comes from the Old English hlaf-mas, meaning 

"loaf mass". Traditionally, the first loaf baked from the newly harvested wheat was 

brought to church and offered to God. It marked the beginning of the harvest     

season and acknowledged that the first fruits of the earth belonged to the Lord. 

Before enjoying the abundance of the harvest, people paused to give thanks and to 

dedicate the first and best portion to God. 

Harvest Festival, usually celebrated later in September or October, comes when the 

gathering of crops is largely complete. It is a joyful thanksgiving for God's           

faithfulness throughout the growing season. Churches are decorated with produce, 

and gifts are collected for those in need. The emphasis is often on gratitude for all 

that has been received. 

The difference is subtle but important. Harvest Festival thanks God for the          

completed harvest; Lammas reminds us to offer God the first and best of what we 

have. Together, they teach us that thanksgiving is not simply about appreciating 

God's gifts but also about responding generously to them. 

In the Old Testament, God's people were repeatedly instructed to bring the "first 

fruits" of their crops as an offering. This was an act of trust as much as gratitude. 

Giving away the first part of the harvest required faith that God would continue to 

provide. It recognised that everything ultimately came from Him. 

The same principle applies today. Most of us no longer bring loaves made from 
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Photo courtesy of                         

Friends of Heene Cemetery. 

t  

St. Botolph’s Messy Church 

Heene Church Rooms, 106 Heene Road, Worthing,  BN11 4PN 

 

ALL AGES invited for creative  activities, 

celebration, fun and food. 

Please see the church website for 

up-to-date information 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/

church/2864/  

Or, contact: sallypritchard15@gmail.com 

freshly harvested wheat, but we are still called to offer God our best. Not merely 

what is left over after our own needs and desires have been met, but the first and 

finest of our time, talents, resources, and devotion. 

Whether through regular giving, serving others, prayer, worship, or acts of        

kindness, God invites us to place Him first. Lammas asks, "What are the first fruits I 

can offer?" Harvest Festival asks, "How can I thank God for all He has given?"     

Together they remind us that a grateful heart is expressed not only in words but 

also in  generous and faithful giving. 

As we celebrate the abundance of God's blessings this season, may we be inspired 

both to give thanks and to offer Him the very best that we have. 

Rev Ben Flenley (retired) 

The front cover photo, taken by Val Clay, shows the effect of the recent solar 

eclipse on light passing through the leaves of the trees causing this image on the 

brickwork at the main entrance to the church. 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/2864/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/2864/
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JUST GARDEN                    

SERVICES 
New Fences & Fence Repairs           

(when available) 

Shed Repairs 

General Pruning 

Paths and Drives Cleaned  and 

Repaired 

Garden Waste Removal 

Contact Tim :  07774 638 175                 

9.00 am to 6.30 pm Mon to Sat                                                                                                   

or email                                                 

plantlogic@btinternet.com    

City & Guilds Qualified 
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Choir sings for it’s lunch…. 
After a recent morning service, we headed to The World's End, Patching, for 
a relaxed and enjoyable lunch together. Missing from the pic are Sue (we 

send our love to her in 
hospital) and Chris (who 
joined us for a drink    
before going on to a 
feast elsewhere). Great 
fun, great food and great 
fellowship together! 
 
Rev Ben Flenley 

 

Room for 

hire 

Just £15 per hour 

Do you run a group that is looking for a room to hire on either a regular or         oc-

casional basis? We hire out the St. Botolph Room, and it may be just what you are 

looking for! 

The room measures 9.5m x 5.4m (31 ft x 17 3/4 ft) and has tables and  comfortable 

chairs available to use, along with an accessible toilet (with baby-changing facilities) 

and a kitchen. The room has central heating.  

The room is currently available for hire on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 

For further information please 

contact Diane Le Mare on 

01903 241673 or                  

dklemare@outlook.com  
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We are the Humour Group running under the banner of U3A (University of The Third 

Age) and we use the café room in St Botolph’s Church once a month on a Saturday 

for our meetings. 

Here is a little bit of information about U3A.  

This organisation was set up mainly for people to keep their brains going following 

retirement by joining different groups. For example: there are painting, book, cinema, 

walking and discussion groups. There are also groups who play games: mahjong 

and bridge. And then there’s also us, Humour Group, and many other groups on   

different subjects. 

U3A also runs a monthly meeting where there will be a guest speaker talking about a 

specific subject. There is sometimes a quiz as well. There are opportunities to go to 

learning weekends and days out. So, lots of things to do. The website is https://

worthingu3a.org.uk/ if you are interested in joining and are over 50 years of age. 

Humour Group is called this as we will do anything that raises a giggle. For example; 

this year we have played Call My Bluff, Who Am I, Pictionary, ColourBrain, Pointless 

and countless silly quizzes – some serious and some with ridiculous questions and 

answers. We have huge laughs playing charades as some of us forget we mustn’t 

speak! I have a few boxes of trivia quizzes from the 60’s and 70’s and these seem to 

go down well if we can remember that far back! We had a Beetle Drive one Saturday 

that was utter confusion as we forgot to move around the tables! The rattling of the 

dice in the cups was louder than our voices! 

There is space for 20 people in our group, but there is usually around 14 of us who 

come regularly. We take it in turns on a rota to run a morning either on our own or in 

a small group. We play until 11.30 then break for tea/coffee. We finish at 12.30. 

At Christmas we all bring food in and have a Christmas themed quiz.  

We are aware that humour can be a great benefit to those with mental health issues, 

so it’s really lovely to see people come in at 10.30 with long faces and then to watch 

them leave at 12.30 with big grins on their faces. 

Thank you for allowing us to use the room and we hope to see you if you decide to 

join us. 

Andrea Lees (Humour Group Administrator) 

U3A Humour Group 

https://worthingu3a.org.uk/
https://worthingu3a.org.uk/
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Brickworks of Heene 
 
There were a number of brickworks, brickyards and brickfields in the Worthing   
area.  These extracted clays from the shore and Coastal Plain from the 1770s to the 
1930s. The blue gault clay, which was extracted from the shore turned yellow upon 
firing. There was a quarry in 1820 at the southern end of Worthing Pier. There are 
still a number of houses built of local brick in the town. Some of these in Heene are 
the Burlington Hotel and Heene Terrace.  

On the Coastal Plain brickearth was      
extracted, which is a fine-grained loam or 
clay, which made red bricks. There were 
many clay pits and brick kilns in the town 
and when the brickearth was exhausted, 
another site was chosen. One of the sites 
was Victoria Park and slight depressions 
can be seen in the park today where the 
clay pits once existed.   

There were a few brick making sites in 
Heene and three of these were brick 
works west of Crescent Road. One of 

these was a brickyard on the west side 
of Eriswell Road. Another site being 
west of the junction of Crescent Road 
and Shelley Road and the other site is 
somewhere in the Gratwicke Road 
area. They were in existence by about 
1838 and one was described as 
“Smith’s Brickyard” in 1847.  John 
Weller Smith was the owner and one 
of the occupiers in 1847. They have all 
been built on by modern                    
development.   

 

A brickfield existed on the east side of Grand Avenue and north of Boundary Road. 
This was marked on a map dated 1875 and was still in use by 1890. About one    
million bricks were made here in 1889. The Heene Estate Co. sold the land to James 
Webb in 1878. It was let to Hobbs and Co. on a lease expiring on February 1st 1894. 
The site is now a block of flats called Belmer Court.        

Burlington Hotel and Heene Terrace 

which were built from local bricks. 

Site of brickworks in Boundary Road. 
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Brickworks of Heene 

  

Another brickyard existed east of      
Crescent Road and situated north of 
what was Gloucester Place. This was  
described as “Old Brickyard” pre 1847. 
The owner/occupiers in 1847 were 
Charles Hide (a builder) and William 
Patching. The area is now the            
Buckingham Road multi storey car park 

and Graham Road.      

Alex Vincent    

St. Botolph’s Website : 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/2864/  

Site of clay pits in Victoria Park. 

Bells update 

Following a recent inspection and some maintenance work by Taylor’s Bell    

Foundry, we can temporarily ring bells six and eight again, meaning all eight bells 

are now being rung. We are still fundraising for a major overhaul of the bells and 

we are aiming to raise around £150 000 for the project. Following our successful 

weekend at the Lions Seafront Fair with Bells on the Prom, we have launched a 

website and a JustGiving page. Do have a look at the website which,  although in 

its infancy, will be regularly updated.  

www.heenebellproject.org.uk 

www.justgiving.com/page/Heene-bell-project 

Rik Clay 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/2864/
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Taizé Service 

Would you like to promote your business and    

advertise in the Botolph Bell? 

Advertising rates: 

Full page £55 

Half page £33 

Quarter page £22 

For more information, please contact Nick Le Mare 

Tel - 01903 241673   email: nidi-lemare@outlook.com 

Worship at St Botolph’s on Sunday September 27th   

 At 4.00pm - A time of reflection in the style 

of Taizé 

Come and share in the simplicity of candle-lit                                      

prayer and 

praise 
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What’s on at the                                              
Heene Church Rooms 

Pilates  on  Mon. Tues. Wed. Friday 

& Saturday.   

Contact:   amalia@gyre.fit.com     
      M:  07399 572826 

 

Tia Chi         Monday  6-7pm 

Kung Fu      Monday   7-8pm 

Balance & Posture       Thur   3-4pm 

Contact :  shaf@whitecranemartialarts,co,uk    

                  M:  07432  597647 

 

Life Drawing    Wednesday   6.30 - 8.30pm 

Contact:   martinaziewe1@gmail.com 

 

Sundays  3.00pm - 5.00pm monthly Messy Church 

Contact: messy5church@outlook.com       07908 069819 

 

 

If you would like to hire the Heene Church Rooms, please      
contact Diane Le Mare on 01903 241673 or email 
dklemare@outlook.com 

mailto:amalia@gyre.fit.com
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Website:  https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/2864/  

The views expressed in this  

magazine are not necessarily 

those of St. Botolph’s Church. 

Please remember to mention                            

The Botolph Bell                                           

if you use our advertisers. 

What’s on at St. Botolph’s 

Monday 9.00am—10.00am 

10.00am - 11.00am 

11.00am - 12 noon 

6.00pm - 8.00pm 

Gentle Exercise Class 

Gentle Exercise Class 

Gentle Exercise Class 

Pilates 

Tuesday   

Wednesday   

Thursday 9.15am - 10.15am 

7.00pm - 9.00pm 

Boxing class 

Spring into Soul Community Gospel Choir 

Friday 10.30am - 12.00 noon A Place of Welcome: Coffee, cakes and a 
chat for all ages. 

Saturday 10.30am - 12.30pm Monthly U3A Humour Group 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/2864/
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Who to contact 

Priest-in-Charge Vacant 
 

 

 

Churchwardens 

Rik Clay  
 

Diane Le Mare 

01903 693587  

rv.clay@outlook.com                                                                                            

01903 241673 

dklemare@outlook.com 

PCC Secretary Vacant  

Choir  

Practice Friday 7.30pm  
Judith Ellis, Choir Director                                   07394 522313  

judith.ellis.coco@gmail.com                                

Bell ringers 

Practice Wed. 7.30pm 

Rik Clay, Tower Captain 01903 693587  
rv.clay@outlook.com  

Botolph Bell                        
Editorial & Distribution 

Rik Clay 01903 693587  
rv.clay@outlook.com 

Botolph Bell                     
Editorial & Advertising  

Nick Le Mare 01903 241673                            
nidi -lemare@ outlook.com  

A Place of Welcome  
coffee morning 

Cleo Roberts 01903 823811 

Prayer meeting Cleo Roberts 01903 823811 

Tai Chi/Kung Fu/       
Gentle Exercise and               
Balance & Posture class 

Shafi 07432 597647  
shaf@whitecranemartialarts.co.uk 

Spring into Soul                  
Community Gospel Choir 

Mike, Carol & Vanessa 01903 533402/07906 831291 
info@springintosoul.co.uk 

Church Room bookings Diane Le Mare 01903 241673 

dklemare@outlook.com 

Pilates,                                
Circuit Training 

Amalia Montague 07399 572826                       
amalia@gyre-fit.com  

Messy Church Sally Pritchard 07908 069819 

messy5church@outlook.com 

Parish Safeguarding Officer:  Val Clay  01903 693586  rv.clay@outlook.com 

mailto:amalia@amaliamontague.com
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