
12

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England (2000).
© The Archbishops’ Council.

Chris�an Copyright Licence 195684 

THE GATHERING
All the words are in this service sheet. Please join in with the 
words  printed in bold type.
At the start of the service a bell is rung and the procession enters 
as we stand to sing the opening hymn.

ENTRANCE HYMN 

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven!
To his feet thy tribute bring;
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
Who like me his praise should sing?
Praise him! Praise him!
Praise him! Praise him!
Praise the everlas�ng King!

Praise him for his grace and favour
To our fathers in distress;
Praise him s�ll the same as ever,
Slow to  chide and swi� to bless.
Praise him! Praise him!
Praise him! Praise him!
Glorious in his faithfulness!

Father-like he tends and spare us;
Well our feeble frame he knows;
In his hands he gently bears us,
Rescues us from all our foes.
Praise him! Praise him!
Praise him! Praise him!
Widely as his mercy flows!

Angels, help us to adore him;
Ye behold him face to face;

ST MARK AND ALL SAINTS, READING

Whoever you are,
wherever you are on life’s journey

you are welcome here.
John 6:37

Then let us adore, and give him his right:
all glory and pow'r, all wisdom and might,
all honour and blessing, with angels above,
and thanks never-ceasing, and infinite love.
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Sun and moon bow down before him,
Dwellers all in �me and space.
Praise him! Praise him!
Praise him! Praise him!
Praise with us the God of grace.

THE GREETING
� In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen.

The Lord be with you  
and also with you.

The priest welcomes us and introduces the theme of  the 
service. 

PRAYER OF PENITENCE
God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ
to save us from our sins,
to be our advocate in heaven,
and to bring us to eternal life.
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith,
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments
and to live in love and peace with all.

We say together

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us, forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.

Knowing that we are forgiven for our sins we sing this song of 
praise to God.

THE GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, 

      God of gentleness and love 
     draw near to us as we draw near to you. 
     Dwell in every heart and conversa�on. 
      Fashion in us the likeness of your Son, Jesus Christ.

Help us to discern together 
all that you are calling us to be 
and all that you are calling us to do.
Assist us by your Spirit 
to become a more contempla�ve, 
more compassionate 
and more courageous Church, 
for the building of your kingdom 
and the glory of your Son.
Amen.

NOTICES
We sit to listen to any no�ces about parish events.

THE DISMISSAL
Stand                                                                      

THE BLESSING
The Lord be with you
And also with you

Christ, who has nourished us 
with himself the living bread,
make you one in praise and love,
and raise you up at the last day;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim,
and publish abroad his wonderful name;
the name all victorious of Jesus extol:
his kingdom is glorious, and rules over all.

God ruleth on high, almighty to save;
and s�ll he is nigh: his presence we have:
the great congrega�on his triumph shall sing,
ascribing salva�on to Jesus our King.

Salva�on to God who sits on the throne!
let all cry aloud, and honour the Son.
The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim,
fall down on their faces, and worship the Lamb.
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almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.

The priest invites us to pray silently and then prays the collect:

O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the 
prayers
of your people who call upon you;
and grant that they may both perceive and know
what things they ought to do,
and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil 
them;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

Please sit

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

        FIRST READING 
Philippians 1.21-30

For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to 
live in the flesh, that means frui�ul labour for me; 
and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed 
between the two: my desire is to depart and be 
with Christ, for that is far be�er; but to remain in 
the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am 
convinced of this, I know that I will remain and 
con�nue with all of you for your progress and joy in 
faith, so that I may share abundantly in your 
boas�ng in Christ Jesus when I come to you again.

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel 
of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or 
am absent and hear about you, I will know that you 
are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side 
with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in 
no way in�midated by your opponents. For them 
this is evidence of their destruc�on, but of your 
salva�on. And this is God’s doing. For he has 
graciously granted you the privilege not only of 
believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well – 

COMMUNION HYMN

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
Whose trust, ever child-like, no cares can destroy,
Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,
Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the 
day.

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and 
the lathe,
Be there at our labours, and give us, we pray,
Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of 
the day.

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,
Your hands swi� to welcome, your arms to 
embrace,
Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,
Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is 
balm,
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the 
day.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Once communion has been shared we stand when the priest 
invites us to pray. 

Almighty God,
you have taught us through your Son
that love is the fulfilling of the law:
grant that we may love you with our whole heart
and our neighbours as ourselves;
through Jesus Christ our Lord
Amen
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Please come forward for communion promptly
following the direc�on of the sides people.

Communicant members of all Chris�an churches
are welcome to receive at this Eucharist.

If you simply wish to receive a blessing, please bring this
sheet with you as a sign.

Low Gluten bread is always available on request.

If you are unable to come forward please say and we will
bring the Bread and Wine to you at your seat.

A�er communion we reflect silently on God’s
gi� of grace before singing the hymn



since you are having the same struggle that you 
saw I had and now hear that I s�ll have

This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL PSALM 145
Old Hundredth

All praise to you, my God and King,
I bless your name for evermore,
blessing you daily, as I sing,
praising your name for evermore.

Come, praise the Lord, for he is great,
splendour that we can never gauge.
Daily proclaim his awesome state,
through genera�ons, age to age.

Echo his glory and renown;
I contemplate your wonders, Lord,
for we commend your awesome crown,
and I recount your strength abroad.

Goodness and greatness they record,
singing of all your righteousness.
Holy and gracious is the Lord,
slow in his anger, swi� to bless.

THE GOSPEL
Ma�hew  20.1-16

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
The word of the Lord endures for ever.
The word of the Lord is the good news announced to 
you.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia

The Lord be with you
And also with you

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Ma�hew
Glory to you, O Lord

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven is 
like a landowner who went out early in the morning 
to hire labourers for his vineyard. A�er agreeing 
with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent 
them into his vineyard. When he went out about 
nine o'clock, he saw others standing idle in the 
market-place; and he said to them, “You also go into 
the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So 
they went. When he went out again about noon and 
about three o'clock, he did the same. And about five 
o'clock he went out and found others standing 
around; and he said to them, “Why are you standing 
here idle all day?” They said to him, “Because no one 
has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the 
vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of the 

we celebrate this memorial of our redemp�on.
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup
and we thank you for coun�ng us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of [N and] all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.
Amen

We kneel or sit as silence is kept before the Lord’s Prayer.

Our Father,  
who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into tempta�on 
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory for ever and ever.   
Amen.

The priest breaks the consecrated bread, saying
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

The priest invites the people to receive Communion, and says
Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world 
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world
grant us your peace.
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vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and 
give them their pay, beginning with the last and then 
going to the first.” When those hired about five 
o'clock came, each of them received the usual daily 
wage. Now when the first came, they thought they 
would receive more; but each of them also received 
the usual daily wage. And when they received it, 
they grumbled against the landowner, saying, 
“These last worked only one hour, and you have 
made them equal to us who have borne the burden 
of the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied to 
one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did 
you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 
Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to 
this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed 
to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are 
you envious because I am generous?” So the last will 
be first, and the first will be last.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit 

THE SERMON

A brief period of silence may follow for us to reflect on the 
address and the readings today, then the priest  invites us to 
stand to declare our faith. 

THE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally bego�en of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
bego�en, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salva�on 
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the 
Virgin Mary and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pon�us Pilate
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

through whom you have created all things;
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be 
our Saviour.
By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh;
as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin,
he lived on earth and went about among us;
he opened wide his arms for us on the cross;
he put an end to death by dying for us;
and revealed the resurrec�on by rising to new life;
so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy 
people.

And now we give you thanks
because you are the source of light and life;
you made us in your image
and called us to new life in him.

Therefore with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and singing:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,
and according to your holy will,
these gi�s of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, a�er supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as o�en as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the 
cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the 
whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrec�on and glorious 
ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,
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who with the Father and the Son 
is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one bap�sm 
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrec�on of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.   
Amen.

Sit or kneel to pray

THE INTERCESSIONS 

During the prayers these or other  responses may be used
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

And at the end of the prayers we say

Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT
Stand                                                                             

THE PEACE

We are the Body of Christ.
In the one Spirit we were all bap�zed into one body.
Let us then pursue all that makes for peace
and builds up our common life.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
and also with you. 

We greet those around us in the peace of Christ, shaking 
hands and saying “Peace  be with you”

OFFERTORY HYMN
As we sing a collec�on will be taken for 
the work of the church, Our church is a 
charity which relies on your generous gi�. 
 Please support our Mission and Ministry 
and keep our beau�ful buildings open 
by placing your gi� in the plate or scan 
to donate.

Let love be found among us,
a love from God alone,
the hallmark of the children
whom God delights to own.
We claim that God has called us-
no idle boast or fraud

if love directs our ac�ons
and proves we know the Lord!

The reason God has loved us
is simply sovereign choice;
our love is but an echo
to his resounding voice:
for God is love, and showed it
by giving us his Son:
through him our past is pardoned-
a new life has begun.

How deeply God has loved us,
accep�ng us as friends-
so let us show each other
this love which never ends;
for though we cannot find him
with sight or touch or sound,
yet God himself is present
where love is truly found.

When the altar is prepared and the offerings received the 
president leads the offertory prayers 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all crea�on:
through your goodness we have this bread 
to set before you,
which earth has given and human hands have made.
It will become for us the bread of life.
Blessed be God for ever.

Blessed are you, Lord God of all crea�on:
through your goodness we have this wine to set 
before you,
fruit of the vine and work of human hands.
It will become for us the cup of salva�on.
Blessed be God for ever.

Generous God, as we gather around your table 
called and welcomed by Christ  we present this 
money, symbol of all the gi�s you give to us.
use it, use us, in the service of your world
to the glory of your name.   Amen. 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Li� up your hearts.
We li� them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

Father, we give you thanks and praise
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, 
your living Word,
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