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A NOTE FROM RICHARD KING

MORE GOOD NEWS – and all from Great Elm! As you will see
Richard King, who lives there, has been licensed to act as lay reader for
the Mells group. As he says he’s not taking on the role of vicar but at
least he’s going to be taking services and doing some of the tasks a
vicar would be doing. Next, Jim Duffus, who is also a resident and, as
many of you will remember, used to edit this magazine, is going to be a
regular contributor to it, giving plenty of advice to gardeners
(especially those who, like me, don’t know a hoe from a herb!).
Our front cover features yet another Elm homeowner Lynn Baxter
whose book, Crimson Joy, was launched at Frome’s Hunting Raven
bookshop in September (full story on page 16) and, of course, Elmite (is
that the right word?) Gemma Brooking is taking over the 5Alive admin,
as I told you last month.
Is there something in the air there that fires people up? Wish it would
spread to this end of Buckland Dinham!      Peter

A NOTE FROM RICHARD KING

BY THE TIME YOU read this I will have been licensed by the Bishop of
Bath and Wells to act as ‘lay reader’ in the Church of England Benefice
of Mells with Vobster, with Chantry, Elm and Whatley.
Sorry for this rather pompous and pedantic church jargon!
What does it mean? Well, the Benefice of Mells etc. is the parishes of
Mells, Great Elm, Whatley and Chantry, which the Church of England
has grouped together to provide an area of ministry for one vicar. A
‘lay reader’ is someone who lives in the area and is appointed to assist
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CONTACTS
Mells Group of churches is currently in a vacancy.

Church laymen and women
Church wardens

Parish council
chairs and clerks

  Buckland  Dinham   Jenny Waller,
          07887 556936

  Chantry Dolly Blacker 836668
         Valerie Rawlins 836252

  Great Elm  Sally Rosa  07833
     900947

  Mells/Vobster
 standrewsmells@gmail.com

  Whatley    Mrs K Gay       836175

 John Reckless   01373 461841
Diane Sleigh        07907 156735
clerk@bucklanddinham-pc.gov.uk

John Earl        01373 812450
Joy Book    07704  584953

      Andrew Bramston   01373 836513
 Rachel Nash
      clerk.whatleyparishcouncil
      @gmail.com

Roman Catholic Services
Mells: Sundays at 11.30am      Frome: Saturdays 5.30pm.

       Wednesdays 11.30am    Sundays  10.00am

Quaker Services
Quakers (The Society of Friends) hold a Meeting for Worship every

Sunday. 10.30 - 11.30 Christchurch Hall, Park Road, Frome, BA11 1EU
Children’s meeting 10.10
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Local PCSO
PCSO Louise Perry

Louise Perry,  louise.perry@avonandsomerset.police.uk
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D HURLE PLASTERING
General Plastering,

Skimming, Dry Lining

Daniel 07849 717702

danielhurle@sky.com

the vicar in their ministry, by leading church services, giving talks in the
services, occasionally taking funerals and helping with other activities that
enable people to feel and become members of the church and grow in faith.
As we currently don’t have a vicar (no-one suitable has so far been willing to
apply for the position!) I’ll supplement the work of the retired priests who
currently take many of the services in the village churches.
What doesn’t it mean?  I’m not the ‘new vicar’ and won’t be living in the
rectory in Mells! Only an ordained person can do certain things – conducting
weddings or baptisms or administering holy communion – and these aren’t
within my remit.
So how do I see my role? I’d like people who live in this area to feel their
parish church belongs to them – in the sense that they’re always welcome
there – and also to feel they belong to the church community and are part of
it. I’m a little unusual in that I came to believe church teaching before I
became a member of a church. I think for many people this is the other way
round. When they come to church or attend church events they begin to feel
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they belong in that community and this often happens before they
believe the things they’re invited to say during a church service.
So, you don’t have to hold particular beliefs before you can belong to the
church community.  Once you belong you can explore the lifelong
journey of Christian spirituality and gradually come to a deeper
understanding of yourself and of God. My role is to encourage people in
this.

Richard King

Editor’s note: Richard lives in Great Elm. He worked as a barrister for
many years before becoming chief executive of a charity that focuses on
conflict resolution in Africa. He finished his career as legal adviser to
Bible Society, retiring at the end of last year. He will have been licensed
as a ‘lay reader’ on October 3rd, having completed a part-time two-year
training course.

GROWING BETTER VEGETABLES                                       by Jim Duffus
FOR THOSE OF YOU who already grow your own vegetables or
perhaps are considering turning a little patch of flower garden into a veg
plot, I hope this new monthly column might spur you on.
Since retiring - gosh, twenty years ago now! -  I’ve been dabbling in
vegetable growing and have certainly picked up a few ideas along the
way. If Peter allows me the space, I intend to share monthly
contributions here, and I would welcome any feedback or questions
from readers.
You might be thinking about our recent dry spell and how it has affected
growing conditions. For me, the main consideration is always whether
to water or not. My philosophy is that plants should search for their own
water, which means encouraging their roots to go down deep. Giving a
little water frequently is the worst thing you can do; if you are going to
water, give the ground a proper, thorough drenching.
I am also a firm believer in "no-dig" gardening. Why? It’s supposed to be
excellent for soil life, but if I'm being completely honest, my biggest
reason is that it saves my back! If you're curious, a quick search online
for "no-dig gardening" will give you plenty of great suggestions to get
started.

 ROUND AND ABOUT
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So, what has done well for me this year? Beetroot is a particular favourite
of mine. Getting them started in the ground can be a problem, so I sow
the seeds in little fibre plug containers first and plant them out when they
are about an inch high.
This way, you completely bypass the slugs and birds. I only watered
them about twice this summer, but gave them a heavy drenching each
time, and the crop has been fantastic.
Another favourite is sweetcorn.
This year I tried an experiment and grew two varieties—an early one and
a later one. The early variety did brilliantly, but the later one
unfortunately struggled; the cobs failed to swell up, likely due to the
intense heat and dry conditions.
I do have plenty of other favourite vegetables in my garden, but I think
I'll leave those until next month when I should be cropping. If there's one
silver lining to this hot, dry weather, it's that weeding has been minimal!
Cheers,                 Jim



6



7



8

LOCAL INITIATIVE AIMS TO HELP HOUSEHOLDS SAVE ON
HEATING OIL
WITH THE COST OF HEATING remaining a concern for many rural
households, a local initiative, Oil4Homes, continues to help residents in
villages in the Bath and Mendip area save money on heating oil.
Many homes in our area rely on heating oil, yet prices can vary
considerably depending on when and how oil is purchased, particularly
with the current crisis in the Middle East. Oil4Homes brings local
households together so larger, combined orders can be negotiated with
trusted local suppliers, helping members access competitive prices while
continuing to receive deliveries directly from established fuel companies.
The idea is simple: by buying together, communities can often achieve
better value than individual households ordering separately.
Oil4Homes is based locally and operates with rural communities in
mind. Membership is free, with no obligation to purchase. Members
simply register their interest and will be invited to participate whenever
a buying round is organised in their area. If the negotiated price is right,
they can choose to order. If not, there is no obligation to proceed.
As well as helping households reduce heating costs, buying collectively
can also improve delivery efficiency by grouping orders within local
villages.
If your home is heated by oil and you would like to hear about future
buying rounds, simply register your interest free of charge
at www.oil4homes.co.uk.
Together, local households can achieve better prices while supporting
trusted local suppliers.

CHURCH NEWS
The Sunday Church Services will be as per rota, but please make a note
of the United Benefice Harvest Supper on October 9th 7.00 p.m. at St.
Lawrence Church, Rode.  Tickets £10 available from Sally Pickett 07885
877694.

Harvest Festival Service in St. Michael’s is on Sunday October 11th at
6.00 p.m. This will be followed by refreshments and an auction of the

 BUCKLAND DINHAM
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produce.  We hope to have a full church for this lovely service, a good
time for us all to give thanks for the farmers who are having such a
difficult time. Donations of fruit, vegetables and tinned goods may be left
in the church or cakes, pies and bread brought on the evening.

Coffee Morning.
The next coffee morning will be on Saturday October 17th, 10.00am – 12.00
This will be a chance to talk about the “hopefully” success of the Harvest
Festival and the beginning of the work to restore the Lych Gate

Churchyard Tidy Up
And a big ‘thank ‘you’ to all the volunteers who spent time tidying up the
churchyard. There’s still more to do so Sunday October 11th has been set
aside to tackle it. Be there at 9.00am if you want to join the team.
Thanks especially to Corinne King who organised it – and provided
drinks and cakes afterwards. Many thanks Corinne!

VILLAGE NEWS
Buckland Buddies meet in the Village Hall on Tuesday October 6th at 7.15
for a chance to meet up and “chat”.  Would someone new like to join us,
and as we have no speaker this month it is ideal time to just come along
and introduce yourself.  You can be sure of a warm welcome.
Craft day on Saturday 31st October 31st 10. 00am – 2.00pm. This is open to
all, if you are one of the people who say “I do not do craft” just come
along to see what the others are doing and have a cup of coffee or tea.
Jill Wright

NEW VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE IS FORMED
We are pleased to announce that following a recent plea for some
additional help and support with the management and maintenance of
our Village Hall, a new committee has been formed. This will ensure the
availability and upkeep of our excellent facility for the foreseeable future.
Your new committee are as follows….
Sara Gallagher: Chairperson; Stephanie O'Sullivan: Vice Chairperson;
Mark Poole: Secretary;
Neil Lanning: Treasurer; Adele Lawson: Trustee; Jonathan Smith: Trustee;



Susie Hicks: Bookings Secretary; Michelle Holley: Trustee/Fire Safety
Officer Support; Bruno Lavorgna: Trustee/Fire Safety Officer Support.
Our first meeting together is Tuesday October 13th so please, if you
have any thoughts, suggestions or observations in the meantime, feel
free to contact a member of the new committee.
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CHANTRY CHURCH
Our Harvest Festival Service on Sunday September 13th was fairly well
attended due to quite a few parishioners being on holiday but was
enjoyed by those who came.
The service was followed by a bring and share lunch which was enjoyed
by us all with so much and such a great variety of food that I am sure no-
one went home hungry.The windows were decorated with a vast variety
of tinned and dried food which was delivered by Sally to Frome food
bank. They were very pleased to receive so much and will send a letter of
thanks to be posted in the church porch. Thank you all for your
donations and all the help from the village, it makes one proud to belong
to Chantry as we always come up trumps when needed.
Please pray for Vall and her family, as she is very ill.

FRIENDS OF CHANTRY
THURSDAY OCTOBER 15TH
Thirsty Third Thursday. Our regular pop-up pub which is held in the
church in Chantry. Bar is open from 6.00pm. Come along for a tasty pint, a

CHANTRY
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refreshing G&T or glass of vino (plenty of soft drinks too) and award-
winning sausage rolls from Little Jack Horner.
Everyone is welcome at this friendly gathering.

SATURDAY OCTOBER 31ST BRAM STOKER'S "DRACULA"
After the success of his one-man adaptations of Charles Dickens' novels:
Oliver Twist, A Christmas Carol, Great Expectations and David
Copperfield, James Hornsby is delighted to present his own spine-chilling
adaptation of Bram Stoker's classic gothic-horror novel.....DRACULA........
In this one-man play, James thrillingly brings to life a cast of well-known
characters including: Jonathan Harker, his beautiful fiancée Mina,
Professor Abraham Van Helsing, the crazed insect-eating Renfield and of
course, The Demonic Transylvanian Count............
What better way to celebrate Halloween!  James Hornsby is a captivating
performer and will have you enthralled, especially in the Victorian setting
of Holy Trinity.
Dracula will be performed at Holy Trinity Church, Chantry at 7.00pm. The
bar will open at 6:30pm.
The performance is not suitable for children under 12.
Tickets are £16 and are available from Jan Bramston 07938 983409
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Or make a BACS payment to: Friends of Chantry, sort code 60-08-
31, account number 63798875 (reference your name and DRACULA)

GREAT ELM CHURCH NEWS
Saturday 3rd October 3rd for the Autumn church yard clean up, starting at
10.00am. Please bring your tools and enjoy the morning with the reward
of coffee and cake.

Richard King will be licensed as a Lay Reader in a service at Wells
Cathedral at 2.00pm on Saturday October 3rd.  If you would like to
support Richard please come along.

Looking ahead, the Remembrance Sunday service will be at 9.30am on
November 8th.

 GREAT ELM
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LYNN BAXTER LAUNCHES FIRST BOOK
As you will have seen our front cover photo this month features Great
Elm’s Lynn Baxter whose book, Crimson Joy, has just been given a
crowded launch at Frome’ Hunting Raven bookshop. The book is an
intriguing story of Mae who ends – at least she hopes she does – a ten-
year break from Damien the first love of her life. It does not, sadly, go
according to plan and she experiences many changes in her life until …
no, I’m not going to give the game away!
The book has been very well received including by award winning
author Frances Liardet who describes it as “utterly delightful.”
Lynn lives in Great Elm with husband Brian whose paintings we have
used on the front cover of 5Alive from time to time. Her book is her first,
but she is probably best known for her sculpture work. It costs £12.99 and
it’s available from Hunting Raven.

Notes of Mells Parish Council meeting held on September 8th 2026
(Full minutes can be found at mells-pc.gov.uk)

SOMERSET COUNCIL COUNCILLOR
Changes to Planning Decisions from October 31st: Smaller applications,
including householder developments and most schemes of one to nine
homes on sites below 0.5 hectares, will be determined by planning offi-
cers rather than committees. For larger ‘Schedule 2’ applications, there
will be a presumption of officer determination, with referral to committee
only where statutory criteria are met and the nominated senior officer
and committee member agree.

Warm Spaces: Cllr Asquith mentioned that the church could be used.
Clerk to forward the funding information that is available.

Council Tax Reduction Consultation
on possible changes to its Council Tax Reduction Scheme for working-
age residents from April 2027.
More than 28,500 households currently receive support, costing just

 MELLS WITH VOBSTER
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over £31m a year. The proposals are intended to provide greater support
for some of the most vulnerable households while reducing support
elsewhere, so the overall cost of the scheme does not increase.
Pensioners will not be affected by the proposed changes.
The consultation runs until September 28th 2026.

You can take part online via the Council's consultation portal:
somersetcouncil.citizenspace.com/comms/council-tax-reduction-
consultation-2026/

HIGHWAY AND FOOTPATH ISSUES:
Speeding vehicles in Vobster: Cllr Seviour to contact Sara Davis, Traffic
Engineer and Clerk to contact Anna Sabine MP.
There was a serious accident by the Old Post Office, Vobster recently.

Condition of Selwood Street: The road condition is very poor. A water
main appears to have burst by The Talbot today and Bristol Water has
Been contacted. The works to repair the main may result in an
improvement to some of the road surface.

Vehicles parking long term in the Recreation Ground and Fairview:
The owner of the car has been approached several times.
Somerset Council has looked at the van but have referred it to the police
due to having two number plates on it, one of which shows that the
vehicle is taxed and MOT’d, the other is unrecognised.
The Audi in Fairview is being worked on and is being monitored.
Signage is now ready to put up at the Recreation Ground to deter long
term parking.

PLANNING MATTERS
Lime Kiln site: Cllr Asquith has spoken to Mr Martin who has
indicated that he is looking at putting approximately 20 touring
caravan pitches at the top of the site with landscaping and
industrial units at the lower end. There are many environmental
hurdles to overcome before any development of the site can
begin.
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CORRESPONDENCE:
Heritage at Risk register: The only site on the register for Mells is the Fussell’s
site which was agreed to be the only site in the area.

ITEMS TO REPORT / ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
Streetlight out in Vobster: This has been reported twice. Cllr Seviour will
Monitor.
Triangle of land by Post Office: The Estate has been cutting this but the
Parish Council will now take on the responsibility.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Tuesday October 13th 2026 at 7.15pm in the
Barn.
Joy Book, Clerk to Mells Parish Council
Tel: 07704 584953    Email: clerk@mells-pc.gov.uk
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  h u t t o n b r o w n
painting & decorating

  established family company

  OUR SERVICES:

  Period and heritage
  Dustless sanding
  Spray / brush finish
  Wallpaper hanging
  UPVC windows

  WHY CHOOSE US:

  50 years of experience
  Unrivalled quality
  Highest level of finishing
  A* communication

  Call John: 07711 657170  or visit
  huttonbrowndecorating.com
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St. George's church. Flowers and cleaning rota.
October 3rd, Jenny Norris. 10th, Alice Kettle. 17th, Sue Pollock. 24th,
Mary Scott. 31st, Marion Ransome

FRIENDS OF WHATLEY. DATES FOR DIARY
MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING
Saturday October 10th 10.00am-12.00
HARVEST SERVICE AND SUPPER
Sunday October 18th

 WHATLEY



Church Harvest Festival service at 5.00pm followed by Harvest Supper,
provided by Friends of Whatley (so no need to bring sharing plates)
POP UP BAR. This will be open for Harvest Festival and all other events, but
will no longer be open twice monthly. Look out for listings!
As you remember, last year’s MacMillan coffee morning was a great success in
so many ways. Not only was lots of money raised for this charity but also it
was good to see the church buzzing with chat and laughter from people far
and wide. The coffee ladies were kept very busy!
It will be hard to top last year’s event, but let’s try! There will be home crafted
goods to buy along with any wonderful gifts you bring along for the raffle. If
you would like to donate a raffle prize, either give it directly to Laura Baber or
drop it off in the church porch during the previous week. Most importantly,
put the date in your diaries, Saturday, October 10th.
We hope the church will also be full for our Harvest Festival on Sunday 18th.
This year the wonderful Friends of Whatley are providing Harvest Supper for
us all.
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THE BOWEN TECHNIQUE &
REIKI

For PEOPLE & DOGS
Both gentle, non invasive, effective

therapies helping ease
Aches & Pains,  Restricted

Movement, Stress & Anxiety,
Headaches & Migraines and MANY

more…..

www.bowenheadtoetail.com
Sam @ Bowen head toe tail

07834 708327
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As always, the church will be beautifully decorated. If you would like to
bring something for Fair Frome, bring it along. The pop-up pub will be
open, so it will be a true community evening. Bring your best singing
voice!
Our two hamlets share a book club, for anyone who enjoys reading and
likes to try different books to their usual fare. (I think I am the only person
who managed to choose an author whom absolutely no one enjoyed!). We
meet in each other’s homes, sharing hospitality and lifts, so it really is a
good way to get to know neighbours in our integrated communities. The
day of the week, book choice and venue change each time, so if you are
interested and would like to be on the email list, let Sue Pollock know at
suepollock58@yahoo.co.uk
As mentioned earlier, there is now an informal group once a month for
people to bring along any sewing/knitting project that they have in
progress or help with ongoing crafting for fund raising with all fabric etc
provided. The first gathering was delightful - four neighbours in our
straggled village stitching away together - (or not, in my case). Seeing the
incredible skills of Marion in her complex patchwork was inspirational.
On the other hand, I will probably take a bit of mending to the next
session, October 17th!
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Property and Building Maintenance

M.A.Stock
07801 355384   01373 672090

malcstock@yahoo.co.uk

Painting Interior and Exterior
Paths, Patios, Fencing, Brick and Stone

work including Building and Repairing
Walls, Roofing and Roof Repairs, Hard

Standings, Chimney Works including fitting
Cowls and Re-pointing and many other little

jobs you need doing
Free quotations

mailto:malcstock@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:malcstock@yahoo.co.uk
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is holding three public drop-in events, plus an online event, to set out
its proposals to access additional mineral reserves within the existing
boundary of Whatley quarry and extend the timeframe for extraction.

The events are being held throughout October across Chantry, Nunney
and Mells to provide local people with the opportunity to talk to
members of the Whatley team and its specialists, ask questions and
provide feedback on the proposals ahead of an application being
submitted to Somerset Council.

Whatley quarry has been supplying vital building materials for use in
construction for nearly 100 years and supplies limestone aggregate to
local markets, as well as national construction projects via its dedicated
rail link. Material from the quarry has supported nationally important
infrastructure schemes including Hinkley Point C power station and
HS2 as well as many local construction projects like resurfacing the
B3135 through Cheddar Gorge and in maintaining Somerset’s roads.

To make the most of existing limestone reserves, Heidelberg Materials
is now seeking permission to extend extraction within the existing
quarry boundary as well as the timeframe for quarrying.

This would secure Whatley’s long-term future by supporting the
continued extraction of permitted but constrained reserves, as well as
releasing additional material by reprofiling and deepening sections of
the quarry and extending the quarry’s end date to 2055.

Trystan Mabbitt, Strategic Development Manager at Heidelberg
Materials UK, said: “Limestone from Whatley quarry is recognised as a
nationally significant resource used for the construction and
maintenance of homes, schools, hospitals and roads.
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HEIDELBERG PLANS FOR WHATLEY QUARRY
Heidelberg Materials UK is holding three public drop-in events, plus an
online event, to set out its proposals to access additional mineral reserves
within the existing boundary of Whatley quarry and extend the
timeframe for extraction.
The events are being held throughout October across Chantry, Nunney
and Mells to provide local people with the opportunity to talk to
members of the Whatley team and its specialists, ask questions and
provide feedback on the proposals ahead of an application being
submitted to Somerset Council.
Whatley quarry has been supplying vital building materials for use in
construction for nearly 100 years and supplies limestone aggregate to
local markets, as well as national construction projects via its dedicated
rail link. Material from the quarry has supported nationally important
infrastructure schemes including Hinkley Point C power station and HS2
as well as many local construction projects like resurfacing the B3135
through Cheddar Gorge and in maintaining Somerset’s roads.
To make the most of existing limestone reserves, Heidelberg Materials is
now seeking permission to extend extraction within the existing quarry
boundary as well as the timeframe for quarrying.
This would secure Whatley’s long-term future by supporting the
continued extraction of permitted but constrained reserves, as well as
releasing additional material by reprofiling and deepening sections of the
quarry and extending the quarry’s end date to 2055.
The public drop-in events are being held on the following dates:

  Tuesday October 6th 2026 between 15:00 and 20:30 at:
The Church of the Holy Trinity, Chantry, BA11 3LJ

  Thursday October 8th 2026 between 15:00 and 20:30 at:
Nunney Village Hall, Berry Hill, Nunney BA11 4NR

  Thursday October 15th 2026 between 15:00 and 20:30 at:
Mells Tithe Barn, Selwood Road, Mells BA11 3PN

The company is also holding an online event on Tuesday  October 20th

2026 between 19:00 and 20:00. To register to attend, please visit:
heidelbergmaterials.co.uk/whatley/future
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NIGEL K
CHARLTON

IF YOU ARE LOOKING
FOR SAND STONE AND

MIXED AGGREGATE
OR

ORNAMENTAL SHINGLE
IS OUR FORTE

LARGE OR SMALL
LOADS

Please ring Carol on
01373 471505 for a price
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GARY HOLT’S
Painting, Decorating and

Plastering Services
Interior—Exterior

Domestic—Commercial
Dry lining—Plastering

Artex Ceilings
Plastered

Over 20 years
experience

Fully insured
Clean, tidy work

Free quotes
01373 814642
07891 312503
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KAPOW PEST CONTROL
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