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FROM THE EDITOR

STACKS OF GOOD NEWS this month. First of all, welcome to Reverend
Jessica Nyander who will be in charge of church things for Buckland Dinham
as well as the rest of the Hardington Vale group. Check out her comments on
joining us below. Fingers crossed that it won’t be long before a new rector is
appointed for the Mells benefice (hang on, that strong breeze is caused by a
crowd of Gloucester Old Spots flying overhead!!).

Secondly work on the lychgate at Buckland Dinham is due to start next month.
We'll miss the scaffolding that’s been there for a long time (no, we won’t!!).
And Mells Café has reopened. There was a risk that it would shut for ever but
thanks to Lauren its future is now secure. Let’s hope it that same goes for the
Mells shop and post office which is looking for volunteers.

Next, congratulations to Ella Norris who did so well in the European
Championships. See page 28.

And by far the best news (as far as I am concerned) is that Gemma Brooking
has agreed to take on the admin role for 5Alive. She’s handling the advertising
too - her contact details are at the bottom of this page and at different places
throughout the magazine. Many thanks Gemma — PHEW!!!!

One thing she will be doing is keeping an eye on the magazine finances.
They’re OK at the moment but if you would like to make a donation, please
do! Contact Gemma on the numbers below.

See you with more good news in October — I hope!! Peter

A WORD FROM JESS

IT IS AN HONOUR to have this opportunity to introduce myself to readers of
5Alive! and especially to say hello to everyone in Buckland Dinham.

Editor: Peter Corbett mellsmag@hotmail.com
01373 466536
Advertising: Gemma Brooking fivealivemag@outlook.com

Deadline for October 2026 is SEPTEMBER 18t
but do check as it could change
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CONTACTS
Mells Group of churches is currently in a vacancy.

Church laymen and women
Church wardens

Parish council
chairs and clerks

Buckland Dinham Jenny Waller,
07887 556936

Chantry Dolly Blacker 836668
Valerie Rawlins 836252

Great Elm Sally Rosa 07833
900947

Mells/Vobster
standrewsmells@gmail.com

Whatley MrsK Gay 836175

John Reckless 01373 461841
Diane Sleigh 07907 156735
clerk@bucklanddinham-pc.gov.uk

01373 812450
07704 584953

John Earl
Joy Book

Andrew Bramston 01373 836513
Rachel Nash
clerk.whatleyparishcouncil
@gmail.com

Roman Catholic Services

Mells: Sundays at 11.30am

Wednesdays 11.30am

Frome: Saturdays 5.30pm.

Sundays 10.00am

Quaker Services
Quakers (The Society of Friends) hold a Meeting for Worship every
Sunday. 10.30 - 11.30 Christchurch Hall, Park Road, Frome, BA11 1EU
Children’s meeting 10.10

Local PCSO
PCSO Louise Perry
Louise Perry, louise.perry@avonandsomerset.police.uk
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As Rector of the Hardington Vale Benefice, I am very much looking forward to
getting to know Buckland Dinham and becoming part of the life of St Michael’s and
the wider village. Every community has its own character, history and stories, and I
am looking forward to discovering something of what makes Buckland Dinham the
community it is.

I am very grateful for the warmth of the welcome I have received, not least from
those who came to my licensing and welcome services. Jonas and I also had the
pleasure of coming along to the Buckland Dinham coffee morning this weekend,
where we thoroughly enjoyed both the welcome and the amazing cakes! It was
lovely to see something of the community gathered together and to begin getting to
know some of you.

I hope that, in the months and years ahead, I can play an active part in the life of
Buckland Dinham, sharing in worship and village occasions, meeting people,
listening and learning, and gradually building relationships.

I am particularly looking forward to working alongside Rob and Jenny, Jonny and
Meg, and of course the Revd Pauline Reid, all of whose ministries at St Michael’s are
so clearly valued. St Michael's is fortunate to have so many people who already
contribute to its worship and life in different ways. I hope that together we can

pest & o \ weaTeecys bz «
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encourage what is already flourishing, while also discovering new opportunities
for the future.

For those I haven't yet met, a little about us. My husband Jonas is a potter, and
we share our home with our dog Freya, who is very much part of the family. We
also have two grown-up children and are blessed with grandchildren, so family
remains an important part of our lives.

At the heart of it all, I believe our churches are called to be places of welcome,
prayer and belonging: places rooted in the communities they serve and there for
everyone. Not simply on Sundays or great occasions, but as a continuing
presence through all the ordinary joys and difficulties of life. This happens
through worship, of course, but also through the countless relationships,
conversations and acts of kindness which make a church part of the life of its
village.

There is much for me to learn, and I am looking forward to doing just that. Most
of all, I look forward to meeting more of you, hearing your stories and sharing
something of the life of Buckland Dinham.

So, however our paths cross, please do come and say hello.

With every blessing, Jess

CHRISTMAS FAYRE AT NORTON AT NORTON ST PHILIP

This year the Christmas Fayre at Norton St Philip church will be on Saturday
December 5th.

If you would like a stall please contact me on 07795 984016. Glenys Brown

OUR WEEK COURSE FOR OCTOBER AFTERNOONS FROM 2.30 - 4.00PM.
Join in for conversational study; 'How to be a better Christian', a) with your
neighbour, b) your own self, c) in the congregation, d) in the whole world.

The Coach House, Mill Lane, Bishopstrow, Warminster, BA12 9H. If you wish,
bring a bible. weymontmartin@gmail.com or 01985-300025

ROUND AND ABOUT

The Cavatina Orchestra — giving outstanding young musicians the chance to
play the great symphonic repertoire - announces its inaugural festival in
Frome and Mells

Alongside three concerts, the festival includes pre-concert talks, a family
concert, and opportunities to meet the artists. The festival is the creation of Max
Todes, who founded the Cavatina Orchestra a decade ago at the age of 15,
recognising that young musicians at conservatoires - however talented - were
often denied the chance to perform the core symphonic repertoire that defines



CavatinaOrchestra

FESTIVAL

220 25 SERTIEM BERS 2020
FROM DEVOTION TO DELIGHT

INAUGURAL FESTIVAL

CLASSICAL MUSIC IN
FROME AND MELLS, SOMERSET

REGISTERED CHARI ¥ HIMERR 13

MARTIN HALE
CARPENTER AND JOINER

PROFESSIONAL
CARPENTRY SERVICES

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR WORK

RENOVATION AND
MAINTENANCE
01225 762496 07768838757

martin.hale27@gmail.com

MELLS BARN
FOR ALL FUNCTIONS

Parties - Receptions -Meetings
Kitchen facilities - Parking -
Stage Area - Garden
For bookings details contact

Helen on 01373 812498
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Mells Group of Churches

September 2026

6 September | 13% September | 20™ September 27" September 4™ October

Chantry 11.00am 11.00am 11.00am 10.00am
Harvest Festival | Holy Matins Group Holy
Matins Communion Communion
Service
Val Rawlins Chris Hare Val Rawlins Barry Davies
Great 9.30am 9.30am
Elm ;
Haoly Harvest Festival
Communion Service
Rev. Robin
Isherwood Richard King
Mells 9.30am
Haoly
Communion
Martin
Weymont
Whatley | 10.00am 9.30am
Group Haoly
Communion Haly
Service Cormnrmunion
Catherine David
Llewelyn- Gatliffe
Evans

Mells Every Wednesday at 09.30, Matins/Maorning Prayer, in 5t. Andrew's, Mells

Great Elm At 7.30am on Wednesdays Richard King leads a prayer session in church



Hardington Vale Church Services September 2026

DATE TIME | SERVICE

09.00 Norton 5t Philip, Informal Breakfast
sunday 6 September 10.30 Rode, Holy Communion
Creation 1 11.00 Laverton, Holy Communion

18.00 Rode Chapel, Meeting Place

09.00 Norton St Philip, Morning Prayer
Tuesday & September 11.00 Rode Chapel, Ecumenical Holy Communion

08.30 Hemington, Morning Prayer
Woednesday 9 September 17.00 Rode Chapel, Informal Prayer

18.00 Tellisford, Evening Prayer
Thursday 10 September 18.00 Norton 5t Philip, Silent Prayer

09.00 Rode, Informal Breakfast
Sunday 13 September 10.20 Norton 5t Philip, Holy Communion
Creation 2 11.00 Laverton, Matins

11.00 Buckland Dinham, lona/Taizé Service
Tuesday 15 September 09.00 Norton 5t Philip, Morning Prayer

08.30 Hemington, Marning Prayer
Wednesday 16 September 17.00 Rode Chapel, Informal Prayer

08.00 Norton 5t Philip, Haly Communion
Thursday 17 September F

18.00 Norton 5t Philip, Silent Prayer

09.00 Farleigh Hungerford, Morning Worship

10.30 Rode, Holy Communion
eprey AU 10.20 Norton 5t Philip, Informal Worship
Creation 3 |

11.00 Laverton, Matins

11.00 Buckland Dinham, Holy Communion
Tuesday 22 September 09.00 Norton 5t Philip, Morning Prayer

08.30 Hemington, Marning Prayer
Wednesday 23 September 17.00 Rode Chapel, Informal Prayer

18.00 Tellisford, Evening Prayer
Thursday 24 September 18.00 Norton 5t Philip, Silent Prayer

09.00 Rode, Contemplation and Coffee

10.20 Norton 5t Philip, Holy Communion
Sunday 27 September 10.30 Tellisford, Holy Communion
Creation 4

11.00 Laverton, Matins

18.00 Buckland Dinham, lona/Taizé Service
Tuesday 29 September 09.00 Norton 5t Philip, Morning Prayer

08.30 Hemington, Maorning Prayer
Wiednesthay 30 beptamber 17.00 Rode Chapel, Informal Prayer

Version: 18 August 2026



professional orchestral life. These concerts seek to show how classical music can
live within a community, rather than apart from it.

Tuesday September 22nd, 7.00pm at St Andrew’s Church, Mells, with Love
and the Divine. The Cavatina Choir - 16 singers and five players - brings the
motets of ].S. Bach (Singet dem Herrn and Komm, Jesus, Komm) into dialogue
with the anthems of Henry Purcell (O Sing unto the Lord and My Beloved
Spake) and Shakespeare’s sonnets, exploring devotion in both sacred and
sensual forms. Shakespeare scholar Clare Asquith gives a pre-concert talk on the
sonnets.

Thursday September 24th, 7.00pm, Rye Bakery, Whittox Lane, Frome -
Homage and Inspiration - an exploration of how composers honour, echo and
transform the of their predecessors. Mozart’s dramatic Symphony No.40 is set
beside Schubert’s radiant Symphony No.5, written just 28 years later and shaped
by admiration for Mozart’s style, alongside contemporary works by Caroline
Shaw and Edmund Finnis that show how today’s composers draw on the
masters.

Friday September 25th, 7.00pm at St John’s Church, Frome, with Devotion to
Delight. A 35-piece Cavatina Orchestra is joined by a mezzo-soprano soloist
for a programme opening with a new orchestration of Alma Mahler’s rarely
heard Sieben Lieder before culminating in Beethoven’s Symphony No.7, a
work of unstoppable energy and joy that Wagner famously called “the
apotheosis of the dance.

Tickets £10-£25 Festival pass £70 (concessions £30) www.cavatinaorchestra.com

BRIDGE LESSONS THIS AUTUMN

Would you like to learn to play Bridge, or improve your skills at the game? If so,
Frome Bridge Club’s forthcoming teaching year beginning in October provides
the ideal opportunity. Taught by experienced bridge players, in relaxed and
friendly surroundings, lessons are available for complete beginners, improvers -
including those returning to the game - and intermediate level bridge players.
Bridge is a fun and social game, which appeals to all ages, providing a perfect
balance of entertainment and logic. It's great for the brain and is not difficult to
learn, just requiring practice to become familiar with the basic rules.

The weekly teaching sessions at Frome Bridge Club’s HQ - Wesley Methodist
Church Hall, BA11 1HA - will take place on Tuesday evenings and Thursday
mornings, depending on the level of interest. Teaching will provide a
comprehensive introduction to the game for those who’ve never played it before,
as well as top-up lessons for those with some previous knowledge. No card
game experience is required and the sessions — including play practice — are an


http://www.cavatinaorchestra.com

opportunity to meet new people whilst acquiring a skill that provides an excellent
mental workout. Ten weeks of teaching up until Christmas costs just £50 and
lessons will continue in the New Year at £3 per lesson. Coffee, tea and biscuits
provided!

Frome Bridge Club is affiliated to the English Bridge Union. We are holding an All
about Bridge day in Frome Library on Saturday September 5th between 10.00am
and 2.00pm. Do come along if you'd like to find out more.

For more information, either: call John Perry on 01373 467508; email
frome@bridgewebsmail.com or visit www.bridgewebs.com/frome

¥  WINTER VACCINATIONS ARE HERE!

Protect yourself this winter and contact Mendip County Practice to book your flu
and/or COVID vaccination if you're eligible. Selected dates are now available!

$® COVID vaccine: Available to everyone aged 75 and over.

S Flu vaccine: Available to everyone aged 65 and over.

If you are under 75 for COVID or under 65 for flu and are in a clinical risk
group, we will contact you directly when you are eligible.

R4 Don’t miss out — contact Mendip County Practice to arrange your
vaccination on one of our available dates.

BUCKLAND DINHAM

On August 4th, celebration for the Reverend Jessica Nyander as Rector for
Hardington Vale by the Right Reverand Dr Fiona Gibson, Bishop of Taunton, and
the Venerable Jonathan Lloyd, Acting Archdeacon of Wells, was held in Norton St
Philip church. It really was a beautiful service with a completely full congregation
who later enjoyed a chance to meet Jess and her husband Jonas for drinks and a
great selection of sandwiches and cakes. On August 9th a joint Sunday service was
again held at St Philip and St James Church when more of St Michael’ members
were able to meet Jess.

The services for September will be as per the rota and the Communion Service on
20th will be taken by Jess. Pleased do come and make her as welcome as you have
to Pauline who has, and we hope will continue, to take the Communion Service
when needed.

JOSEPH CHAMBERLAIN, 1994-2026

On Tuesday July 7th 2026 at 11:00, St Michael’s church was packed for the burial
of Joe Chamberlain, aged just 32.

The service was conducted by the Reverend Pauline Reid. Music was a
combination of the traditional hymns Morning has broken, Praise my soul the King of



Heaven and Lord of all hopefulness, and the rock music Joe loved so much: How’s it
going to be by Third Eye Blind, Standing here by the Stone Roses and Good Times,
Bad Times by Led Zeppelin.

Eulogies written by the family were read by the Reverend Pauline and his
brother Tom. Through their words, we learned of the life of a much-loved
young man tragically cut short by cancer. We learned of his love of music and
his many guitars, and his plans to study music at the Open University. We
learned of his love for his fiancée and soulmate Emma who stayed by his side
throughout his illness. We learned too of his exploits as the eldest of three
brothers, and of the deep love his family had for him. It was clear how special
Joe was, and how much he will be missed.

Pauline based her address on the scripture reading from John 14: 1-6 which
assures us of a life after death in the kingdom of heaven. Pauline characterised
Joe as a lovely person who gave and received much love. But losing someone so
loved so unexpectedly is particularly hard. We can’t know what death is like, so
perhaps we are better to stay with the simple idea of going home to God who is
there for us in our darkest moments. Pauline reassured Joe’s family and friends
that the love they have for him will never be lost, but will continue to nurture
and sustain them in the years to come. Pauline ended her address with a version
of Psalm 23, written by the mother of a young woman who also died of cancer.
Joe was buried in the churchyard beside members of his family, as he had
requested. A wake was held at Buckland Dinham Village Hall.

Donations were for Cancer Research UK

Our thoughts and prayers are with Joe’s family at this difficult time.

Emma Hancock

Colour expert specialising in lived-in balayage
and blondes. Mobile and in-salon sevices

available

07429 046829

The Loft, 1 Vicarage Street | Frome
emmalivedinbalayage@gmail.com
emmalivedinbalayage.com

Facebook & Insta - @emmalivedinbalayage

Frtingr i)

10



PAULINE SHORT 1947-2026

On Monday July 13th 2026 at 11:00, St Michael’s church was full for a service to
celebrate the life of Pauline Short.

The service was conducted by the Reverend Pauline Reid. Hymns were All things
bright and beautiful, The Lord’s my shepherd and Morning has broken.

The Eulogy was provided by Pauline’s niece Sara, who took us through the
fascinating story of her aunt’s life. Pauline came from a Frome family. She was an
active child who loved swimming and did well at school, passing the 11Plus. She
joined Marks and Spencer’s straight from school as a trainee, and went on to have
a life-long career in a number of stores in the South West. M&S also gave her a
group of life-long friends with whom she maintained contact even after she left the
company to work as a consultant and to run her own business.

Pauline lived in Buckland Dinham for a long time and took a very active role in
village life as parish council clerk, a member of the walking and history groups, a
church warden, and an active participant in all village events. She was a member
of the Rotary Club, including a spell as president, which led to her involvement
with all kinds of charitable and social work.

Finally, Pauline loved to travel the world as well as taking walking holidays in the
UK. Pauline will be remembered as someone who made the most of life, even in

IJANMARLOW S Guen

Ebenezer Chapel
Sculptor : Buckland:Dinham
BAll 2QT _
|an@marlowsculpture co.uk -
Tel: 01373 471711 -

Studio and Garden Sculptures always available to view.
Public and Private Commissions undertaken::* "
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the care home where she spent the last months of her life, which she described as a
hotel.

In her address, the Reverend Pauline reflected on the profound words in the bible,
“For everything there is a season and a time for every matter under heaven: a time
to be born and a time to die.” Pauline was a person who understood that life is
short and made the most of it in terms of her work life, her family and friends and
her service to the community. In the sadness of Pauline’s death, we can give
thanks for her full life and her tireless work for others. Following the service a
wake was held in Buckland Dinham village hall. Donations are to be divided
between St Michael’s and the Dorset and Somerset air ambulance. Our thoughts
and prayers are with Pauline’s friends and family at this time.

Jenny Waller, Churchwarden

LYCHGATE WORK TO START NEXT MONTH!

Good news! The ongoing saga of Buckland Dinham'’s iconic lychgate is nearing a
conclusion. After nearly four years of negotiation with the Diocese Advisory
Committee and many more years of fund-raising, we have the ‘faculty’ (official
permission) to go ahead with the restoration.

We have a specialist carpenter lined up to start, probably in October, and we have
funds - thanks to everyone who donates the Friends of St Michael’s, and everyone
who works so hard on the coffee mornings, and to a generous legacy from former
vicar, the late Rev Dan Olive. We have also applied for funds from several grant-
giving bodies and are hopeful about at least one of them, the Church Buildings

BESPOKE

BUILDING CONTRACTOR
CARPENTRY SPECIALIST

MAFr MCEIIP

< ® Dementia
Friends




Council, who funded the scaffolding and a conservation report. That way we
won’t have to empty out our reserves. The carpenter is Tom Kinsella of The
Traditional Carpenters. They will take the structure down and work on it in their
workshop, before returning it a few months later. We will be organising a visit to
their workshop near Norton St Philip, so Tom can explain what they are doing.
The restored lychgate will contain quite a lot of new wood to replace the rotten
parts. So it will take a couple of years for this to weather to an even grey. But the
restoration should last a good few decades before we need to worry again.

COFFEE MORNINGS

Back from my extended holiday I was delighted see so many friends, including
Jess and Jonas, in August as look forward to seeing even more of you at the next
one, on September 9th.

BUCKLAND BUDDIES The next meeting is in the Village Hall on September 5th,
7.15 for 7.30. No speaker this month but please do come along and meet some
new faces. We really do want to keep this little group going so need suggestions
for who to come and give us a talk. Diane Meaden, who has been arranging for
speakers, has been finding it increasingly difficult so and any help will be
gratefully accepted. There will be a speaker from Wessex Water in November,
hopefully we shall have had to some rain by then!!

Craft Day September 26th Village hall, 10.00 to 2.00pm. Jill Wright

Coffee with an

Architect?
Thinking about a project?

- Small Holding Care - House Sitting -

- Equine Care - Lambing Relief - An Architect with over 20 years’
— Holiday Cover - Pet Care - experience and a genuine love of
-Equine Sports Massage Therapy- historic buildings and coffee, |

would be happy to meet and
discuss your plans and ideas. For a
free initial chat please contact:

Exparienced, friendly, reliable service. Crwvering Somerest,
Wiltahire and North Doraet,
Speciatised service for the small holder, horse owner or

Getmwuchtu;:;myuurmqmntsl Anna Hammond
BA DipArch MSc ARB
g e: annahammond@ymail.com
R S m: 0772 941 1360 _/(
t: 01373 834439 Up
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BUGKLAND DINHAM PARISH GOUNCIL

Join the Team -
ecome a GCouncillor

1] Iy

Apply today!
ddinham-pc.gov.uk
cklanddinham.org

CHANTRY

HARVEST FESTIVAL SERVICE

This year we are having a change and holding the Harvest festival service on
September 13th at 11.00am with a morning service followed by a bring and share
lunch in the community area.As usual we are asking for your donations

GREAT ELM VILLAGE HALL

Seating for 60 people
Fully equipped kitchen
Parking on the green
From £5 per hour
(heating extra)

Enquinies to Jim Duffus - Tel: 07794496727
email: jimduffus@hotmail.co.uk
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of tinned and dried goods to be donated to the Frome food bank, we are always
very pleased and surprised just how much this small village gives every year.
We will be decorating the church from 2.00pm on Saturday 12th, please leave
any donations in the church or porch, if you can spare some time to help it will
be appreciated.

As stated the Iunch will be after the service, if you wish to donate please bring
your donations with you to Church on Sunday morning, I will be there from
10.15 onwards. Dolly
MORE CHURCH DATES

SEPTEMBER 13th Harvest Festival in church. See Dolly’s invitation above.
Bring a plate to share.

SEPTEMBER 18th Thirsty Third Thursday Pop up pub. Our much expected
delicious sausage (and vegan) rolls. Beers, Gin, Prosecco and Wine available with
soft drinks too. 6:00pm onwards.

SEPTEMBER 25th 2nd Night River Gig with Robert Vincent and Nuala Honan
performed in the church here in Chantry.

ROBERT VINCENT RETURNS TO NIGHT RIVER STAGE

Following several sold out shows with us, Robert Vincent returns to the Night
River stage for a special unplugged performance.

One of the most acclaimed artists on the UK Americana scene, Robert is known
for his beautifully soulful voice, magnetic live presence and top-level
songwriting.

His voice has attracted admirers including Bob Harris, Paul Carrack and Mary
Chapin Carpenter.

In 2016, Bob Harris awarded him Emerging Artist of the Year at the inaugural
UK Americana Awards, describing him as “absolutely magnetic” and “the real
deal”. His album I'll Make The Most Of My Sins went on to win UK Americana
Album of the Year in 2018, and led to Robert being invited to perform on BBC’s
Old Grey Whistle Test: For One Night Only, where he closed the show.

With support from Nuala Honan, a magnetic songwriter and performer,
blending fearless vocals, sharp lyricism and beautifully off-kilter folk-pop.
Robert Vincent wegottickets.com. Tickets available at www.wegottickets.com

OCTOBER 31st. Some exciting news that JAMES HORNSBY - the excellent and
wonderful story teller of Charles Dickens Great Expectations last year, has
agreed to come back and tell us the tale of DRACULA!!! 7:00pm in the church -
tickets £16

As with G.E. it is at Parents Discretion but he advises 12 yrs and over his target is
adults.

16



KEVIN CORCORAN
CARPETS & VINYLS LIMITED
Carpet, Vinyls, LVT & Natural Floor Coverings

Supplied & Fitted

Tel: 01373 303733

sales@kevincorcoran.co.uk
www.kevincorcoran.co.uk

Unit 6 Manor Road, Marston Trading Estate, Frome, Somerset BA1l 4BN

Buckland
Dinham
Village Hall
and Gardens

A huge hall seating 80
people with stage and fully
equipped kitchen. Large
enclosed gardens with fine S
views. Two cosy upstairs BB

meeting rooms each . _
available at £5.50/£6.50 per [§ & : =
hour. ' & £ i : I !

£14.50/hr buckland-dinham-village-hall.lemonbooking.com/

17



DONT MISS THIS - he never fails to deliver a marvellous performance.
Just let one of FOC know you want tickets and I'll get your name on a list.
07938983409

GREAT ELM

The wedding of Francesca Louveaux and Tobias Hughes was held on August 1st
with Robin Isherwood officiating.
On August 7th Susan Hillier’s ashes were interred.

Looking towards autumn -

HARVEST SUPPER - Saturday September 26th, 7.00pm in the Village Hall.

All information will be available via the Village WhatsApp and some promotional
posters in the next few weeks.

Contact for this event is Gemma Brooking. Offers of help towards organising the
evening will be warmly welcomed.

Please mark your diaries for the Harvest Supper and come along to enjoy the
evening.

All profits are shared between the Village Hall and the church.

We will be decorating the church on Saturday morning at 10.00am in readiness for
the Harvest Festival service at 9.30am on Sunday September 27th. Richard King
will lead the service. There will be a box just inside the church to collect any food
donations for the Fair Frome Food bank.

MELLS WITH VOBSTER

MELLS CAFE RE-OPENS...

Mells Café in Frome has officially reopened! The café, which has been closed since
April, has been taken over by Frome’s Lauren Bradley, (pictured on the front
cover) who has returned to the area she knows and loves after spending a very
different four-year spell working in an hotel in London.

She sees the café as a wonderful opportunity to be in the heart of a village which
has a terrific community feel.

“This is a perfect location for a café like this, with a menu that appeals to villagers,
visitors and walkers alike,” she says. She will be changing that menu from time to
time and will also be holding events, like afternoon teas.

.... BUT MELLS SHOP NEEDS MORE VOLUNTEERS
As most of you will know Mells Village Shop, which is right next door to the café,
is not only the heart of our community but along with Mike, Jerry and Helen it is
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run by our wonderful community volunteers. We really need some more
volunteers to lend a hand. It is a great way to feel part of our community, to meet
new people and friends and to support our Village Shop. If you are interested in
serving customers in the shop, please do let me know. It is easy to learn the
systems, and you don’t have to commit to anything on a regular basis. Your help
would be VERY much appreciated by the whole community. Please message me
or leave your number at the shop if you are able to help: Thanks,

Vicki vickipikel@gmail.com

NOTES OF MELLS PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 11 AUGUST
11TH 2026 WWW.MELLS-PC.GOV.UK)

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

Mr Owen King, Planning and Development Office and Cllr Steve
Turner, Chair Planning Officer and Co-Chair of the Frome LCN
regarding the Frome Area Movement and Place Plan: Frome Town
Council is putting together a transport plan and is approaching all
the local councils and villages in the area to find out what issues
they experience with road safety, cycling, walking, bus and rail

. -

HERITAGE £C0

Your trusted local experts
in finance and mortgages.

: i'l\ir'—run Practice, in
the heart of Somerset

Contact
)

vouched

1 ‘Big enough to
manage, small

enough to care’

2025

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up with repayments on your mertgage

Heritage & Cois a trading name of Heritage & Co UK Ltd,
Heritage & Cois an Appointed Representative of and represents only 5t. James's Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the group's wealth management products and
services, more details of which are set out on the group's website http://www.sjp.co.uk/products. The ‘St. James's Place Partnership®
and the titles "Partner’ and 'Partner Practice’ are marketing terms used to describe S5t. James’s Place representatives.
£IP Approved 17/12/2025
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1494774

LOUISE BIRO

CEIRATTALTOR

NOW PRACTISING AT THE BARNS, MELLS

FRIENDLY, PROFESSIONAL CHIROPRACTOR WITH
OVER 12 YEARS EXPERIENCE

HANDS ON TREATMENT SUITABLE FOR ALL
BACK/NECK PAIN~ PREGNANCY~ SPORTS
INJURIES~ POOR POSTURE...

FREE SPINAL CHECKS

CALL: 07816 526077
LOVISEBIRC{@GMAIL.COM

GCC REGISTERED, BUPA APPROVED

£5 OFF INITIAL ASSESSMENT

/7 SOMERSET
2 eanviny
CLINIC

¢ Ear wax removal by irrigation
¢ Ear check prior to Audiology
¢ Fully trained and experienced

Sister Teresa Munro RGN
Quality Care Commission Registered

07962 106 045
teresamunro@hotmail.co.uk

Frome Medical Centre, Enos Way,
Frome BA1l 2FH

e

Country Handyman

For all your general
property mdintenance
& gardening jobs

Call
Hadyn West

www. westcountryhandyman.co.uk
hadynwest@me.com
07854 536577

Frome Bridge Club

Beginners, improvers and returners
to the game all welcome

Teaching

ons Tue
a hursday m

Competitive play Monday evenings
Just £3 per session

01373 467508 or 07809 163705

enings
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GARAGE DOOR
SPECIALISTS

Repairs, spares, servicing,
automation, installation
30 years' experience in the garage door industry,

prioritising quality, trust and exceptional
customer service.

Contact us:
Mobile: 07977 927590
Email: info@garagedoortech.co.uk
Website: garagedoortech.co.uk

Covering Radstock, Bath, Frome,
Trowbridge and surrounding areas.

huttonbrown
painting & decorating
established family company

OUR SERVICES:

Period and heritage
Dustless sanding
Spray / brush finish
Wallpaper hanging
UPVC windows

WHY CHOOSE US:

50 years of experience
Unrivalled quality
Highest level of finishing
A* communication

Call John: 07711 657170 or visit
huttonbrowndecorating.com

K SUNLIGHT

WINDOW CLEANING

/ Windows / Patios

/ Gutters / Driveways
J/ Fascias ./ Cladding
/ Soffits / Signs

/ Solar panels

07739 189 180 :
sunlightwindow8@gmail.com :
) sunlightcleaning.co.uk

OFFER

SPECIAL b

gutter wash
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N
The Weatherproof
Window Company

® Renovation
* Replacement
* Draught-proofing
* Small Repairs
* Replacement cords, pulleys,
handles, weights, glazing

All types of sash & wooden windows
Suitable for Listed Buildings

Fleecemill Cottage, 1 The Steps,
Buckland Dinham, BA11 2QR.
Tel: 01373 474637 Mobile: 07929
938419 (lan Gallagher)
www.weatherproofwindows.co.uk
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service, speeding and connections to other forms of transport,
essential services and connecting local areas via footpaths. They
will be running a Citizen Engagement Platform survey for anyone
to complete. Concerns raised:-

eHoles Lane — lorries from the quarry and Marshalls

eTourist traffic in the village

eLack of signage, especially HGV

#Bus service only going to MSN and back rather than onwards to Bath

oSpeeding (ClIr True will look into organising a Speedwatch group)

eImprovement of rail services

eImprovement of road surfaces

CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR - Caroline True was welcomed onto the
council.

SOMERSET COUNCIL - COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
Government Issues Best Value Notice to Somerset Council: The notice de-
scribes the council as being in a "fragile financial position” and identifies weak-

GREEN HEART sz S
CAMPAIGN ...

Raising fundstoalignwith
Somerset’sGreenValues | ,canror

VILLAGE
REPAIR THE
GUTTERING
TACKLE THE COMMUNITY

©) DAMP Jive

REPAIR BOTH
CHIMNEYS

WARMER
MODERMISE HEATING SPACE
SYSTEM

COSTS PROOF
#F] WWW.GREATELM. ORG Great EEm Village Hall
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nesses in financial management, continued reliance on Exceptional Financial Support,
low reserves and instability in financial leadership.

Automatic Free School Meals Registration: Somerset Council has supported propos-
als to introduce an automatic "opt-out" system for registering eligible children for free
school meals. The new approach aims to automatically identify eligible pupils using
existing council data, while allowing parents to opt out if they wish.

MATTERS ARISING
Public Space Protection Order — regarding dog fouling: Should be in place in Septem-
ber.

HIGHWAY AND FOOTPATH ISSUES:
Condition of Selwood Street: Clerk has reported the issue and some tarmacking has been
undertaken but several large pot holes remain which have caused injuries to pedestrians.

PLANNING MATTERS

Other planning matters: Lime Kiln Quarry new access road consultation
queries — Ruth Amundson (Senior Planner Minerals and Waste) confirmed
that the procedure met the minimum statutory advertisement requirement

PEPPERS CATERING

For the Moments that Matter

FUNERAL CATERING
AFTERNOON TEAS
PARTY CATERING

CORPORATE & BUSINESS

THE BOWEN TECHNIQUE &
REIKI

For PEOPLE & DOGS
Both gentle, non invasive, effective
therapies helping ease
Aches & Pains, Restricted
Movement, Stress & Anxiety,
Headaches & Migraines and MANY
more.....

www.bowenheadtoetail.com
Sam @ Bowen head toe tail
07834 708327

WEDDING CATERING

HEAT & EAT AT HOME

OVER 35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Visit us
www.pepperscateringofshepton.co.uk
Contact us
info@pepperscateringofshepton.co.uk
01749 346640 / 07484 809039
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for this type of application. They admitted there was a delay of 14
days in sending out the consultation letter however an extension was
granted. A planning application for the land is unlikely to be received
for a year or two as the land now needs to settle before any
development can considered.

ITEMS TO REPORT / ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

184 Bus service: The Saturday service is being reinstated on September 5th..
Abandoned vehicles in Recreation Ground car park and Fairview: Arrangements
are being made to have them removed.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Tuesday September 8th 2026 at 7.15pm in the Barn.
Joy Book, Clerk, Email: clerk@mells-pc.gov.uk Tel: 07704 584953

WHATLEY

ST.GEORGE’S CHURCH
Cleaning rota. September 5th: L Thomas; September 12th: ] Urhmacher; September
19th; P. Witt; September 26th: K.Gay.

An early notice for October: the monthly coffee morning at St. George will be a
bigger event than usual as Laura Baber is kindly offering to run another fund
raiser for MacMillan Cancer Support.

frome
printi
company

Complete Design & Print Solution

01373 455222 info@fromeprintingcompany.co.uk

4&5 Manor Road, Marston Trading Estate, Frome, Somerset BA11 4BN

24



Do you need a
Plumber? c.u

LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY
(LPA’s)

For information, preparation (if
required) & registration on LPA's
Contact: Tim Seviour t/a LPAs Direct

Tel: 01761 232097

Mobile: 07486 434193 ‘

E-Mail: tim.seviourl23@gmail.com

PAUL ANTELL
Property and Building Maintenance
PLUMBING
M.A.Stock

07801 355384 01373 672090 07890 366832

malcstock@yahoo.co.uk

01373 467427
Painting Interior and Exterior

Paths, Patios, Fencing, Brick and Stone Professional, Reliable, Friendly & Local
work including Building and Repairing
Walls, Roofing and Roof Repairs, Hard www.paulantellplumbing.co.uk
Standings, Chimney Works including fitting
Cowls and Re-pointing and many other little
jobs you need doing
Free quotations

paulantellplumbing @talktalk.net

holistic massage
CATERING g
Funeral Teas, Weddings, Drinks Parties & Events
. Holistic massage tailored to your needs.
Bantily Hun Since 2010
From Deep Tissue Massage to ease problem areas, to calming massage using
Based near Bnaton, Somerset

essential oils and Reiki to promote a deep relaxed state.
srwdorserdelightscavering ek Contact Katy on:

Conteer Alice: U763 028532, Louise: 07742 790600 (A0SR R

axhalehalisticmassage@autloak.com
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The Gentleman Painter
& GO

Specialising in the exterior and interior decoration of
period properties

Sash window renovation, reglazing, puttying and
replacement of rotten wood, freeing up of stuck
windows

Careful, traditional time served methods
Interior decoration consultations, with discounts on
the best quality paints available

All female team apart
from me!

-No Smoking
- No Swearing
- No Radio One

marc@marcpeel.com
www.thegentlemanpainter.com
07899900077
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THE

ELLS
CHOIR

12 vyEAR
ANNIVERSARY

A celebration of stories,
community and music

Saturday 10th October

St Andrews Church, Mells
Doors 6pm Starts 6.30pm

Tickets - £12.50 www.tinyurl.com/mells-choir-concert
or directly from Mells Shop
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VILLAGE NEWS

You will all be delighted to hear that Ella Norris (you saw her photo on the front
page on last month’s 5Alive) and her team came second at the European
championships in August. The teams competing were Austria, Czech Republic,
England, France, Germany, Italy, Scotland and Wales. To me, a second place
sounds great alongside the fact was the best from eight countries, but Ella and
the team were a bit disappointed as they were only two points behind Italy, the
winning team.

Mum Debbie Norris reports: “They rode their socks off for the total of seven
sessions. We had a very hot and busy week but had so much fun. Ella made a
few friends from France and Italy and at the end they swapped competition tops.
There was a fantastic atmosphere and the whole competition was amazing. Ella
and her team-mate Chloe raised £2,300 which was a huge help. They are very
appreciative of all the support from the raffle. What a week, what an experience.”

FoW listings September 2026 at St. George’s Church. Whatley.

Pop Up Pub, Friday September 4th. 6.00-11.00 pm

FRIENDS of WHATLEY meeting-all welcome

Tuesday September 8th 6.15 to-7.45

COFFEE MORNING

Saturday 12th September 10.00am-12.00.

QUIZ and Pop Up Pub (more info on Facebook and email to follow)
Saturday September 19th, 6.00pm-11.00pm

Future events.

MacMillan coffee morning Saturday October 10th.

There will be a new regular programme after September, so keep your eyes open
for the October issue.

A REQUEST FROM FOW

Alice has decided to step down from being the secretary for FoW because of
increasing demands on her time. Alice has done so much for us, working to
establish FoOW and ensure its smooth running. She has our whole-hearted thanks
for all she has done.

Alice will be a hard act to follow, but, if you can spare about an hour a week for
secretarial duties, working in co-operation with the FoW committee for the
benefit of Whatley, please contact Alice directly. Her email is

alice kettle@gmail.com- or, of course, go along to the fortnightly pop up pub to
find out more.
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BUCKLAND DINHAM
CHANTRY
GREAT ELM
MELLS - VOBSTER
WHATLEY

ADVERTISING
fivealivemag@outlook.com
07810550030

Great Elm | BATT 3NY

SIUIRGCGERY

Olrrysel U339 rOos O7803 I=294=0

wrirur. arborcadabra.co.uk

J K HAMBLIN

Glazing Solutions - Window Care - Handyman Services

All Styles Of Glazing » Mirrors » Boarding-Up Service
PVC Windows & Doors » PVC Fascias, Gutters & Soffits windows,

Conservatory & Guttering Cleaning * Pressure Washing Cleaning Service
Fencing & Sheds » Lawn Maintenance

f 07877 8589712 f
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MARK WHITE

Furniture & Cabinet Maker

Furniture & cabinet making.  _ crarrmem eer
Custom-made kitchens Q
Design & installation

07890235660
markwhitefurniture@gmail.com

VWA . itefurnitur i com

lan Chapman
CHIMNEY

SWEEP
HETAS Registered

e Wood/fuel stoves
e Open fires
e Sweeping & servicing

Text or call lan on
07976 880267

Keep warm - stay safe!

YOUR STORY
Mallers

Life Stories | Ghostwriting
Manuscript Editing
Design and Print

No writing experience needed

.-:'i'f‘(:lrrff; B{ﬁ{'m .:'11‘6411(‘(1&
LOCALWRITING & EDITORIAL SERVICES

07969 333940 | www.mandybloom.co.uk

MELLS AUTO
REPAIRS

Diagnostics,
Engine Repair,
Clutches, Cambelts,

Servicing, Air Con,
Auto Electrical
mellsautorepairs

@yahoo.com
07716460079

Unit |16, Mells Pit Works,
Frome BAI | 3RH

Little GI‘E&IE’

PaimT & PArER

Peter Hardwick

DECORATORS ANMD PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS

Renroc Cottage, Lower Street,

Buckland Dinham.
Somerset. BAT11 2QMN

Telephone: 01373 453066
Mobile: 07956 870849
Email: ptp1000&aocl.com
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Jon Goode

_wheliz
.-"/ \\.
\ v |

\.\"""uru.c“./

Reliable and professional handyman,
for general household maintenance

Mells Nursery & garden services.
Mells Green, Mells, BA11 3QE Based in Buckland Dinham.
01373 813978
www.mellsnursery.co.uk
GOODE
We are a registered charity operating as a AND
voluntary run, community pre-school for
children aged 2 years old until school age. HANDY
Your local handyman
Awarded

STRONG IN ALL AREAS

under the new Ofsted framewark
in January 2026 Mobile: 07894 209201

Email: jon@goodeandhandy.co.uk

“Children experience a warm, inclusive Web: www. goodeandhandy co.uk

community where they feel they truly belong.”

Hancocks Plumbing & Hea’rlng LTD

ngh Quallty Plumblng & Heahng

Reusonuble Rates Professwna! Service

Tel: 01373 474337
Mobile: 07850 852544
“#ww.hancocksplumbingandheating.co.uk
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NIGEL K
CHARLTON

IF YOU ARE LOOKING
FOR SAND STONE AND
MIXED AGGREGATE
OR
ORNAMENTAL SHINGLE
IS OUR FORTE

LARGE OR SMALL
LOADS
Please ring Carol on
01373 471505 for a price

FORA LOCAL
PERSONAL
INSURANCE
SERVICE

Contact NFU Mutual Bath
0n 01761 239 382

@ NFU Mutual

INSURANCE | PENSIONS | INVESTMENTS

The National Farmers Union Mutual
Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982).

the

roots

company

e Trees

z Woodlands
« Gardens

s Care

For advice % Quote
Jhit in Me

L 01373 813 4%0 - 07989313036
*  gregatheroots org.uk

&  www theroots org.uk
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Garden Services
LawnBorder S Hedge Malntenanca,
Manting andl, Clearance

ITEARISE T 3T 465011
Jack handing 127@hotmail com

all agpects of ganden maintenance considersd

MPTC

Qualified

CAINSV

We navigate the chaos of data, finding order and connection, to
develop common models that bring clarity and direction to big
data challenges.

We are a small business based in Whatley that offer

Mole Catcher
01373836350 -

07512681111 @" 4
N3 -
No Mole Y

No Fee '“p,"\h"f

intellectually stimulating work, family friendly work patterns
and we have an office dog,

If you are interested in finding out mare about us then check
out our website,
https:/fwww. kaiasm.com

GARY HOLT’S

Painting, Decorating and
Plastering Services
Interior—Exterior
Domestic—Commercial
Dry lining—Plastering
Artex Ceilings
Plastered
Over 20 years
experience
Fully insured
Clean, tidy work
Free quotes
01373 814642
07891 312503

NEED A LIFT?

We will take you to and from
any important appointments

CALL COMMUNITY DRIVERS FROME:
07596 591391

www.fromecommunitydrivers.org.uk
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Forrester Sylvester Mackett Solicitors

Providing legal services for you, your family and your business for over 170 years.

Westway Shopping Centre, 2 Scott Road, Frome BA11 1AL.
01373485485 frome@fsmsolicitors.co.uk www.fsmsolicitors.co.uk

TAME &TEND

Sustainable Gardening Services

r Leggy Roses? Overgrown
Apple Trees?

Book now for a Winter prune to optimise fruiting and
flowering in your garden.
Specialist renovation and maintenance pruning of:
Roses, wisteria and apple trees.

¥

Contact us now for a free quote:
tameandtend@gmail.com 07469 982304

\ ‘
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The
HIGH
PAVEMENT

O

NOW OPEN

Serving Moorish Tapas in our
newly refurbished rescauranc

and stunning garden.

Thursday - Saturday 6pm vl 11pm
f wrhehighpavemenr
@1'hr|1‘|g|1l'::n-'cnn‘nr

¢: hellog@chehighpavement.couk

to book: 07967 222682

our local
ommunity
adio
tation

eeds your
tust to sell !
VD’s,

D’s,

agazines,
ooks etc.

e can pick up.

FROME FI

[_96.6FM

Anything we don’t sell,
we will donate to the
local charity shops.
Thank you!
jerwestcott@aol.com or
07703 780701

KAPOW PEST CONTROL

-Rats, Mice

- Fleas, Bed Bugs, Cockroaches
- Traditional Mole trapping
- Bee swarms removed

- Domestic and commercial
- Contracts available

A local pest controller with
over 10 years experience.
Call Chris Raithby:
01373813721/ 07976735086
email: chrisraith@hotmail.com

Fully qualified and insured
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Proud to be part of
the community

At Whatley quarry, we're committed to being a good
neighbour and supporting surrounding communities.

Wwe want to play our part by actively supporting local
initiatives and we regularly host educational visits, as well as
taking steps to protect and enhance the local environment.

To find out more and to apply for community funding go to:

www.communities.heidelbergmaterials.co.uk/en/what
ley-and-westdown-quarry-community-page

Heidelberg:
Materials




Scotth

Construction

New Builds and Extensions, Renovations and Repairs and
Conversions Kitchens and Restoration Maintenance
Bathrooms

Unit 6, Combe Buildings, Whatley, Frome, Somerset, BA11 3JU

t:01373 896040
www.scottconstruction.co.uk

WHEN YOU BUY @
o e J'RE

CARPETS, LVT, VINYL &
WOOD FLOORING
BEDS, MATTRESSES &

ACCESSORIES

www.radstockcarpetandbeds.co.uk
01761 432808
EXPERT ADVICE & FITTING
g o FREE PARKING ON SITE
THE OLD CINEMA - COOMBEND - RADSTOCK - NR. BATH - BA3 3AW




UEWELLERY, SILVER
L ‘:‘ E . L)

YOUR LOCAL OFFICE:

FROME: 01373 455060 COA(I:\)IDP ER
STANDERWICK: 01373 831010 TAN N ER

SALE ROOMS: 01373 852419




