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Wimbish and Debden Parish Churches 
Church Services and Events in  October/

November 2026 
Services subject to change:  

please check websites  
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/19645/ 
 www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6275/

All Saints, Wimbish 
Sunday 4th October: Trinity 18 
11.00 am 	 Harvest Festival with lunch 
Sunday 18th October: Trinity 20  
10.30 am	 Holy Communion with Healing 
Sunday 1st November: All Saints/Souls Day 
10.30 am	 Patronal Service with Holy Communion 
Sunday 8th November: Remembrance	  
10.50 am	 Service of Remembrance 	  
Sunday 15th November: 2 before advent 
10.30 am	 Holy Communion 
Sunday 22nd November: Christ the King 
5.00 pm	 Taizé Service 

St Mary The Virgin, Debden 
Sunday 11th October: Trinity 19 
9.00 am	 Harvest Praise with breakfast 
Sunday 25th October: Bible Sunday 
9.00 am	 Holy Communion	  
Sunday 1st November: All Saints/Souls Day 
5.00 pm	 All Souls Service 
Sunday 8th November: Remembrance 
10.50 am	 Service of Remembrance  
Sunday 22nd November: 
9.00 am	 Parish Praise 

St Mary’s Saffron Walden 
Sunday 29th November: Advent Sunday 
10.30 am	 Team Service 

mailto:wimbishparishmagazine@gmail.com
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/19645/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6275/


Letter From The Rectory, October 2026

I am terrified of heights. Even looking over the bannisters in the Rectory can 
make my knees turn to jelly - so imagine me walking along a cliff edge. Years 
ago a video was circulating on Facebook of a coach trying to negotiate some 
dreadful S bends on a mountain road. I remember watching it, my heart doing a 
somersault as the coach missed one of the turns and ended up suspended 
between the road and sheer emptiness below. I went into a panic just seeing it 
on a screen, and I wasn’t even there. Imagine what it must have been like for the 
driver and the passengers.
And yet living on the edge is exactly what life feels like - particularly now, as we 
become acutely aware of the state of our world. Nothing is certain. Nothing lasts 
forever. We brace ourselves for the next major concern that could arise 
anywhere: war, famine, drought, flooding, landslides, and so much more. These 
pressures leave us feeling as though we are constantly walking along a 
precipice. How do we cope with that? For some of us, and I include myself, being 
on the edge sharpens our senses. Our instincts kick in: step back onto solid 
ground, steady yourself, and carry on. But it can also be the place where we 
become more aware of God, who holds us firmly if we allow him to. So often it is 
on the edge that we discover Christ waiting for us, ready to draw us into his 
comforting, life giving arms. God has been there all along; we simply notice him 
more clearly when we find ourselves staring over the drop.
Martin Wallace, the retired Bishop of Selby, once said, “When we are at the 
edge, we see horizons which are denied to those who stay in their comfort 
zones.” As a teenager, Martin was frequently in trouble at school and involved in 
a London gang. Then, at seventeen, he had a vision of Jesus hanging on the 
cross. Everything changed. His walk with Christ began, leading him into more 
than forty five years of ministry. It was while he was living on the edge that Christ 
revealed himself to Martin - and, I suspect, rescued him from what could have 
been a very different and far more difficult future.
Many people around us live on the edge every day. They may be lonely, 
depressed, grieving, despairing, or caught up in crime. Can we reach out to 
them? Do we even know where they are? Jesus lived on the edge, and he was 
masterful at seeking out those who didn’t fit the ‘norm’ - the ostracised, the 
unwelcome, the unloved. They found him, and he found them, surviving on the 
margins, and he brought them home. My hope is that we, too, can do the same.
With every blessing

Revd Lynda, 



Worship and Word Prayer Group, St Paul’s, Wimbish 
This is a short informal time of prayer and reflection around the daily office service of 

Evening Prayer.  We include prayer for each other, the life of the churches, the needs of 
those from around the world, and of course for those we hold dear.  You are welcome to 

join us, with no expectation to pray aloud. 
 5.00 - 5.45 pm on Wednesday, 7th, 21st October and 4th November 

For prayer requests please contact Peter Gray    07901 946440 

A view from the fly on the Church wall	
How have you coped with the hot summer? Perhaps you enjoyed the endless sunny 
days…. Or maybe you struggled with the excessive heat, having to hide indoors from 
the strength of the sun. Even then, out of the glare of the sun, with the windows open, 
it felt oppressive as there was no breeze. Have your gardens suffered from the lack of 
rain?	
I recently visited Wimpole Hall and Anglesey Abbey and even those beautiful gardens 
were showing the affects of the heat wave, with many plants and even established 
shrubs wilting and looking sorry for themselves. In the churchyard we have two 
beautiful tulip trees, usually looking the picture of health, producing their stunning 
flowers, which are a delight to behold if you can spot them. They haven’t bloomed this 
year, and they have even shed all their leaves in early August. I have heard people say 
that in this instance that the trees/shrubs are in shock.	
The loss of leaves in very hot conditions is a way of preserving what moisture a plant 
has, because moisture evaporates from the leaves. It is still shocking to see 
magnificent trees and shrubs in such distress.	
Also the wildlife has suffered, particularly the insects, which in turn affect the birds 
and bats. Many of you will have left out containers of water for the animals and 
insects.	
Will summers in the future be hot like this one?	
Probably.	
All we can do is our own little bit in preserving this wonderful creation in which we 
live.	
“O Lord, help us to tread gently on your earth.”	

Peter           	
Churchwarden	

Date for your diary… 
Our biennial Flower Festival is next year on the weekend of 12th and 13th of June 
2027. It is a wonderful occasion where the village and the church come together 

to produce stunning flower displays.



Wimbish Coffee Mornings 
St Paul’s Mission Hall 

 10th October      10 to 11.30am 
Coffee, tea, soft drinks plus delicious home-made cakes and bakes. 
Cake Stall,  Produce and Preserves for sale.  
We also have a selection of pre-loved items for sale and great prizes in our raffle. 

All Welcome!  

TEA AND CHAT AT ST PAUL’S 
Meets the first Monday afternoon of the month    2 - 4 pm

Come along to the warm and friendly environment of St 

Paul’s Mission Room for chat, games, puzzles and activities     

Refreshments provided.


	 	 Monday 5th October 
‘Bees - a season ahead’ by Deryck Johnson 

Monday 2nd November 
‘Nelson - the man, the myth, the legend’ by Revd Lynda 

Harvest Festival Service 
All Saints Church  

Wimbish 
Sunday 4th October - 11 am 

A  celebration and Thanksgiving Service.  
Food donations to go to Uttlesford Food Bank


DEBDEN CHURCH MICE 
 Church Mice meet monthly at Debden Church from 13.30 - 14.30


15th October “Loaves and Fishes”

19th November “Nativity”

For more information please contact Reverend Lynda 01799 796193



Brooklands Garage, Wimbish 
Member of the Good Garage Scheme 

    Class 4 MOT Testing 
    Forecourt Attended Service 
    Service & Repairs (to all makes) 
    Loan Car Provided On Request 
    Cambelt Specialist 
    Tyres (inc. fitting and balancing) 
    2 Wheel Alignment 
    AirCon Servicing 
    Batteries & Exhausts 
    Vehicle Diagnostics 

Tel. No 01799 523389 
Email: service@brooklands-garage.co.uk 

Opening hours 
Workshop: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm 
Fuel: Mon-Fri 8am-5.30pm 
Fuel only: Saturday 8am-5pm 

We offer all Armed Forces Personnel & NHS/Blue 
Light staff 10% off our labour price. 

Proof of ID required.

Jack of Most Trades 
Including:-

     ✔  Flat Packs Made Up

     ✔  Shelving Installed

     ✔  Paintings, Pictures and Mirrors Hung

     ✔  Small Plumbing Jobs Including:-

     ✔  Leaky Taps Repaired

     ✔  Toilet Flush Mechanisms Replaced

     ✔  Outside Taps Fixed

     ✔  Light Bulbs Replaced (Indoors)

     ✔  General Property Maintenance


With Over 35 Years Experience

Very Reasonable Rates

Prompt Reliable Service


Call Trevor 07513 460645

TANG TING TWINNING ASSOCIATION
You may all have been worrying about our friends in Tang Ting since the recent 
disaster.  We would just like you to know that, thankfully, Tang Ting has NOT 
been directly affected.  However our hearts and prayers go out to those who 
have lost so much.

There has been lots going on behind the scenes with the charity since the 
tragic and sudden passing of our late president, Cllr Tina Knight.  Over the next 
few months, we will update you on some of our exciting news.

Sue Wardley (TTTA committee member)

The jam box outside No.21 Tye Green has been discontinued 

Many thanks to everyone who has supported this project over the years.  Jam 
is still available at the monthly coffee mornings in St Paul's Room (10:00 
-11:30 on second Saturday of the month) and at other church events.  

Hope to see you there.


Janet


mailto:service@brooklands-garage.co.uk


Loose Gravestones in the Churchyard
Over time, a number of gravestones in the churchyard have become unstable as a result 
of their age and weathering. To help ensure the safety of everyone visiting the 
churchyard, we are looking to address this issue with care and sensitivity. 

If you are a relative or representative of any of those commemorated by the gravestones 
listed below, we would be very grateful if you could contact Reverend Lynda to discuss 
the most appropriate way forward. We appreciate your understanding and assistance as 
we work to preserve the churchyard while ensuring it remains a safe place for all visitors. 

Carlton George Lucas	 	 	 d. 17/10/1989 
George Swann	 	 	 	 d. 1988 
Cyril Kenneth Taylor	 	 	 d. 6/2/1975 
Wife Betty	 	 	 	 d. 18/2/2020 
Beatrice Mary Ridgewell		 	 d. 26/11/1972 
Lily May Ridgewell	 	 	 d. 19/2/1981 
Bertie Norman Robert Taylor	 	 d. 16/3/1987 
Reg J Swan	 	 	 	 d. 24/8/1981 
Son Fred	 	 	 	 d. 7/8/1987

PETER’S MUSINGS – OCTOBER 2026	

“Your old men will dream dreams.” So says the prophet, Joel. Not dreams that fade with morning light, 
but vivid, enduring visions that withstand the test of time.	

A few years ago, I had such a dream—one of personal revelation. I found myself as a deepsea diver 
among many other divers, all wandering across the ocean floor. We wore heavy helmets that were 
useless in the darkness, and leaden boots that pinned us down so we could not rise. We groped our 
way forward, occasionally bumping into one another, directionless and without hope.	

Then suddenly, a hand reached down from above. I grasped it instinctively and was lifted to the 
surface. Through my visor I saw, for the first time, another world—one filled with trees and hills, 
bathed in sunlight and colour. What joy. What contrast to the dim, burdened life below.	

My first impulse was to dive back down and tell the others. I told them, “To take off your boots—
release the weight that holds you down.” And as they rose, they too discovered a world of light, hope, 
and possibility.	

Such is the experience of emerging into new life with Jesus: joy, direction, hope. But this awakening is 
only possible because people of faith share what they have seen. Today’s 2.4 billion Christians are the 
fruit of a few dozen disciples who, two thousand years ago, simply told others what they had 
witnessed—and of millions more who continued that witness through the centuries. Faith is not a 
private treasure to be hidden away, but a movement from could be to shall be—a transformation 
entrusted to each of us, not left for someone else. The hand that stretches out could be your hand.	

Euripides captures something of this longing for light in his book, Four Lessons: Megara: “You love the 
light so much.” Amphitryon: “Yes— I love its hopes.”	

Blessings	

Peter



Advent Course - The Unsung women of the Gospels

This Advent, we will be walking alongside the women whose quiet 

faithfulness helped shape the Gospels. Join us as we imagine their lives, 
hear their voices, and discover how these vital figures still 

speak to our faith today.


3.30 pm -  St Paul’s Mission Hall

11th, 18th, 25th November,  2nd, 9th December.  


Refreshments to follow.


Please register your interest to Revd Lynda

Christmas Bazaar!
Saturday November 28th 2026

11.30 - 2.00
St Paul’s Mission Hall

Light lunches 
hot drinks and cakes

Raffle
Cake Stall

Produce Stall
Lucky Parcels

…and much more

Everyone is welcome!

Remembrance
Service
All Saints

Wimbish Church
8th November

10.50 am

Join us for a service of 
Remembrance

All Souls Service

St Mary’s 
Debden Church
1st November

5 pm

Remembering those no 
longer with us



MAGNESS FARMS BUTCHERS
TAYLORS BARNS, WIMBISH, CB102XA

WWW.MAGNESSFARMS.CO.UK

Great Tasting, High Quality, Local 
Meat 

We source as locally as possible from 
neighbouring farms and reputable sources 

and rear our own beef on our farm in 
Thaxted. 

We have a large selection of dry aged 
steaks and joints available.

For further information, contact us;
tel. 01799 809878 | email. enquiries@saffronsupportltd.co.uk

Individual support in the 
comfort of your own home.

Saffron Support are a care company based in Saffron 
Walden. We look after people who need that extra hand 

with day-to-day tasks.

Services include personal care, medical support, 
domestic support, accompanied outings, meal 

preparation, administrative support,  
young adult care and palliative care. 

Saffron Support
CARING HANDS - SUPPORTIVE HEART

Saffron Support are looking to recruit Health  
Care Support Workers to work in the 

Saffron Walden and surrounding areas. Previous 
experience of working in similar role and  

environment preferred but not essential as full 
training will be given. A car driver essential.

www.saffronsupportltd.co.uk

http://WWW.MAGNESSFARMS.CO.UK


WIMBISH MILITARY WIVES CHOIR CONCERT 
FRIDAY, 6TH NOVEMBER 2026 

ST MARY’S CHURCH, DEBDEN AT 7 PM 
As the time for Remembrance Day approaches, we are very pleased to welcome the Wimbish Military 
Wives Choir to perform a concert in St Mary’s Church, Debden on Friday evening, 6th November, 
starting at 7 pm.  We would be delighted if members of the Wimbish community would join us on this 
special occasion.   
Tickets are available at £10 per person, either beforehand or at the Church before the Concert. 
Refreshments will be available before the Concert and during the interval. 
For tickets or more information, please contact:- 
Beverley Coates 
Email:	 nannybev@hotmail.com 
Tel:	 07950 832230 

Alison Hare 
Email:	 alison.hare@ymail.com 
Tel:	 07904 954199 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY, 8TH NOVEMBER 2026 – 3 PM IN DEBDEN 
Following the Remembrance Day Services in Wimbish and Debden in the morning, The Band of 56 
(Woolwich) Squadron Royal Air Force Cadets will be congregating at Rook End Lane, Debden, 
marching through the Village to the Village Memorial Hall where tea and music will be provided. 
ALL WOULD BE MOST WELCOME 
With best wishes 
Debden Branch of the Royal British Legion

mailto:nannybev@hotmail.com
mailto:alison.hare@ymail.com


Toebeans - Help Us Keep the Purrs Going

Every cat who arrives at our door gets the full VIP treatment: safety, warmth, medical care, and 
a foster home filled with love. We like to think of it as the feline version of a five-star hotel, but 
with more purring.

But providing this level of care - neutering, vaccinations, health checks, food, litter, and 
emergency support - now costs far more than our adoption fees can cover. Even cats can’t 
escape rising prices, it seems!

Even with careful budgeting, the rising costs of veterinary treatment, specialist care, and 
essential supplies mean we’ve had to make the difficult decision to increase our adoption fees 
which ensures every cat continues to receive the gold-standard care they deserve before 
finding their forever home.

As a small volunteer-run charity, we simply can’t absorb these rising costs alone. That’s why 
we’re asking our wonderful community to help us continue the work we love - because every 
cat deserves a happily ever after, and maybe a few extra treats. Please consider making a 
donation or share our appeal to enable us to continue to help the cats that need us the most.

Email: toebeanscr@gmail.com      

Instagram@toebeanscr

Eco Church - Autumn 

While most of our native species have now had their young, there are still a few species which are 
only now hatching. Reptiles such as grass snakes hatch in late summer. Do look out for snakelets. 
They are independent from hatching and may be found hunting near ponds and streams. 

In the aquatic environment, the caddisflies are hatching. With nearly 200 species found in the UK, 
these have spent all summer in our lakes, ponds and rivers. Some make cases to live in, spun from 
stones, leaves and twigs. In their adult form, they help our land species to bulk up for winter. 

Another good source of food come from Daddy longlegs (craneflies), which will be emerging from 
real grass lawns. They don’t have much of a life as adults. They barely eat and simply mate and die. 
Females can lay up to 300 eggs each. Their young are known as leatherjackets, a favourite food for 
many of our smaller mammals such as hedgehogs.

Hedgehogs have their litters in late summer, so young hoglets can be active in autumn. They need 
to put a lot of weight on to survive winter. If you find a hedgehog out during the day, please contact 
a local wildlife rescue or take it to the hedgehog hospital at Shepreth Wildlife Park.

Red, Fallow and Sika deer start their rutting season. This is a time when we should all take extra 
care on the roads as rutting deer can be unpredictable. Vehicle collisions injure or kill 42,000-74,000 
deer annually, injuring hundreds of people and occasionally causing human fatalities. If you hit a 
deer the best thing to do is tell the police on 101, unless it is obstructing the road, in which case dial 
999. Do not approach the deer.

Anyone visiting the coast at this time of year for the bird migration may find young seal pups from 
grey seals along the coastline and estuaries. Hamford Water Nature Reserve is a good place to see 
them here in Essex.

Fiona Hutchings



In and Around Wimbish

WIMBISH WALKERS 
Meets on the second Sunday of the month.  Walks in Wimbish, or exploring the 
surrounding villages.  Join us for a walk around some of the local footpaths. 
Contact:   Penny Browne  pennybrowne@hotmail.com 
https://www.wimbish.org.uk/wimbish-walkers.html 

WIMBISH PARISH COUNCIL 
Meets the first Wednesday of each month at the Village Hall 
https://www.wimbish.org.uk/wimbish-parish-council-contacts.html 

WIMBISH CHURCH WEBSITE 
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/19645/ 

WIMBISH VILLAGE HALL 
Capacity is 120 standing or 80 seated.   Cost of Hire: £15.00 per hour, or £75 per day. 
Contact:   Edward Browne 07974704138. 

RADWINTER W.I. 
Meets the last Wednesday of the month 
Contact:  Wendy Rowley     01799 599753 

TEA AND CHAT AT ST PAUL’S                                                                                        
Come along to the warm and friendly environment of St Paul’s for chat, games, puzzles, 
activities.  Refreshments provided.   
Meets the first Monday afternoon of the month at St Paul’s Mission Hall 2 - 4 
pm.  All  Welcome. 

CHAIR BOOGIE CLASSES 
Seated activities to music for all abilities.  Qualified instructors will guide you through 
movements at a pace to suit you.  Improve your fitness and have fun at the same time.   
Every Monday  1.40 pm at Wimbish School, Tye Green, CB10 2XE. 
All welcome to attend.  Free refreshments after! 
For more information: 07572 114882.  active@thetouchpoint.org 

DEBDEN BROWNIES 
Meets at Debden Village Hall on Wednesdays 5 - 6.30 pm 
Contact:  Anne Bannister 1stdebdenbrownies@gmail.com

mailto:pennybrowne@hotmail.com
https://www.wimbish.org.uk/wimbish-walkers.html
https://www.wimbish.org.uk/wimbish-parish-council-contacts.html
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/19645/
mailto:active@thetouchpoint.org
mailto:1stdebdenbrownies@gmail.com




★★★★★ 9.9/10 -356 reviews


0784 220 2023 
LEAKYLOU.CO.UK 

Electrical Installation City and 
Guilds  

Established since 1985




In Loving Memory of Brian Hare (Bunny)

21st April 1942 - 5th August 2026


It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Bunny Hare, a well-loved 
member of our church and a familiar face throughout Wimbish and the surrounding 
villages. 

Although born in Derby during a wartime air raid, Bunny spent the majority of his life 
here in Essex. For many years, he was a regular and steady presence at church. Even 
when health challenges made attendance difficult in his later years, he maintained a 
strong, quiet connection to the congregation and the local community. 

Family was central to Bunny’s life. He was a dedicated father, grandfather, and great-
grandfather who took great delight in watching each generation grow, always 
celebrating their interests and achievements. Known for his calm, patient nature and 
gentle sense of humour, he had a natural gift for making people feel comfortable and 
welcome. 

In his youth, Bunny played guitar in a band, which is how he first met his wife, Jenny. 
They married in 1965 and shared 61 years of marriage together - a wonderful testament 
to their lifelong partnership and deep companionship. 

Bunny was also a man of remarkable practical talents. He found great satisfaction in his 
garden, a hobby that perfectly suited his patient and observant nature. In his workshop, 
he was an exceptional wood craftsman who took immense pride in precise, detailed 
work, notably creating a beautiful walnut veneer box for Jenny. He also brought his 
artistic eye to cake decorating, creating intricate designs that were full of personality. 

Bunny’s kindness, craftsmanship, and steady presence will be deeply missed by his 
family, friends, and neighbours. 

A prayer of peace and eternal 
safekeeping 

The Lord bless you 
and keep you 

the Lord make His face 
shine on you 

and be gracious to you 
the Lord turn his 
face toward you 

and give you peace. 
Numbers 6:24-26



Wimbish Church warmly invites you to our


Angel Festival
Saturday 21st - 


Sunday 22nd November 2026

2 - 4 pm


Come to Wimbish Church and view a festive display of 
angel-themed arts and crafts, created by local artists, 

individuals, schools and community groups.


Refreshments

Children’s Craft area


Sale Table

Would you like to take part in our Angel Festival? 

- anyone can take part.  Individual, family or group 
- make an angel of any size using any medium 
- bring your angel to church on Saturday November 21st from 10 - 12 and 

arrange as you see fit.  Boards will be available but you might like to use the 
porch or steps of the pulpit.  Anywhere is possible. 

- come and enjoy the display Saturday and Sunday between 2 and 4 pm. 
- Tea and Cake 
- Craft activities for children. Angels to decorate and hang on the tree 
- On Sunday at 5pm there is a Taizé  Service if you would like to attend and 

end the festival in a meditative way.



Mobile Post Office Van - Carver Barracks Stop 

The Finchingfield Mobile Post Office van calls at Broad Oakes Close, Carver 
Barracks, CB10 2YJ every Tuesday.     11.00am -11.30pm. 

Wimbish Bus Information 
https://bustimes.org/localities/wimbish

TAIZE SERVICE

22nd  November 2026
at 5pm

WIMBISH CHURCH

A service of light with music and
reflection



BH

Contact
07454168352

abml1@hotmail.co.uk

1st Debden Brownies

Come and join us!


For girls aged 7 to 10

Wednesday 5.00 - 6.30 pm


at Debden Village Hall





Fun and Games

Activities

Badges

Friends

Contact 


Anne Bannister

1stdebdenbrownies@gmail.com

 

Saturday 17th  
October 2026 

10am – 4pm  

@ St. John the Baptist with Our Lady St. Laurence 

Over 60 stalls of carefully curated 
arts, crafts, food and drink from an 
array of talented local artisans 
 
Plus: tea, coffee, cakes and 
savoury snacks at the pop-up cafe  

Follow us: 
@ ThaxtedArtAndCraftFair 

Weddings 
If you are dreaming of a wedding that feels 
personal, prayerful, and rooted in community, 
the churches of Wimbish and Debden offer a 
timeless setting for your special day.  
Surrounded by countryside, history, and the 
warmth of village life, our churches are places 
where love is celebrated and blessed.

Why choose a church wedding here? 
• A sacred place where your vows are held 

before God

• Clergy who take time to get to know you and 

shape a service that reflects your story

• Beautiful, peaceful buildings perfect for 

photographs and quiet moments

• Music, readings, and traditions that make 

your ceremony truly yours.

• A welcoming community ready to support 

you as you begin married life.


To discuss your wedding plans please contact 
Revd Lynda on 01799 7996193.



District Councillor’s Report
Meet Your Councillor: A Conversation with Stewart Luck 
If you have spent any time in our community, you will likely know Cllr Stewart Luck. From 
navigating the skies as a commercial pilot to steering local village initiatives, Stewart has 
dedicated decades to our area. 

Stewart’s connection to the area began when he arrived to work at Stansted Airport in 1973. 
After living in local lodgings and buying his first house in Saffron Walden in 1976, he finally 
settled in Debden in 1980 at the age of 30.  "I soon had a family and became fully integrated into 
village life through the playschool and primary school," Stewart recalls. "The entire village was 
incredibly welcoming, and there were so many wonderful clubs and sports to get involved with." 
By the time he turned 40, Stewart felt a strong desire to give back to the community that had 
embraced his family. Believing he had meaningful skills to offer, he stepped forward and was 
initially co-opted onto the Parish Council, beginning a long tenure of local public service. 

Outside of his standard council duties, Stewart’s professional life and hobbies have always 
revolved around aviation - specifically, making it safer.  "Life expectancy for airshow pilots was 
not very good in the 1970s," Stewart explains. Driven to change this, he took action and started 
an organisation dedicated to introducing higher safety standards to the industry. Transitioning 
from the cockpit to the ground, he became the Lead Safety Officer for major national airshows, 
including Exeter, Bournemouth, and Portrush in Northern Ireland. 

While these massive events frequently took him away from home, Stewart always brought his 
organising talents back to his roots. He has run several village fetes in Debden over the years, 
and recently, took the lead on organising the Newport Fireworks display for the 2025/2026 
season. 

While Stewart represents both Debden and Wimbish, he emphasises that certain vital institutions 
unite both areas. For him, the local parish churches remain a cornerstone of community life. 
"Society seems to have taken the view lately that the church doesn't matter, but I entirely 
disagree," Stewart says. "While I have my own personal views on religion and am not known for 
regularly attending Sunday services, I strongly believe that the churches in both Wimbish and 
Debden are incredibly important assets. They are there for absolutely everyone. They are places 
where anyone can go to find hope, support, and charity when it is needed most." 

When asked to pinpoint the single 
greatest strength of the local 
community, Stewart kindly 
highlighted the village magazine as a 
vital communication lifeline."This 
might sound corny,” Stewart said, 
"but this magazine is the single 
greatest asset we have.”  

Thank you Stewart.  The church tries 
hard to create a publication that keeps 
residents informed and connected 
with events happening in the church 
and the village.



THE PARISH TEAM 
TEAM RECTOR:   
Reverent Jeremy Trew:  07707 386238 
Email:  rector@stmaryssaffronwalden.org 

TEAM VICAR:   
Reverend Lynda Sebbage:  01799 796193  
Email:  debden.wimbishvicar@gmail.com 

CHURCHWARDEN:   
Peter Gray:  07901 946440     
Email:  graypeter936@gmail.com 

CHURCHWARDEN EMERITUS: 
Janet Swan:   01799 599540 

TREASURER: 
Frances Johnson:  01799 527773 

PCC MEMBERS: 
Tracey Thurgood-Buss:   01799 523358 
Mary Curtis 
Jenny Hare 
Karen Hepworth 
Linda King:   07722 963409 
Jill Kirby 
Abigail Magness 

SECRETARY: 
Pamela Swan 

CHURCH ORGANISTS:   
Pat Rust:   01799 599548 
Lynne Ward-Booth 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Jill Kirby:    07933 221533    
Email: wimbishparishmagazine@gmail.com  or  jillkirby@aol.com 

ST PAULS’S BOOKINGS 
Janet Swan:  01799 599540  

PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER 
Jill Kirby : 07933 221533   

Newsletter Advertising:
¼ page ad - £60 per year
½ page ad - £90 per year

Private small ads and community/charity events are free
Contact: Frances Johnson 01799 527773

or: wimbishparishmagazine@gmail.com

mailto:wimbishparishmagazine@gmail.com
mailto:wimbishparishmagazine@gmail.com


Patronal  Service 
All Saints Church, Wimbish

Sunday, 1  November 2026st

at 1030 
and accompanied by our choir

Celebrate the ‘birthday’ of Wimbish Church! 
Followed by refreshments




