
Baptism and Thanksgiving Services  at 

Christ Church in the Parish of  

Cotmanhay and Shipley 

It’s great that you are considering baptism or 

thanksgiving for your child or yourself.  

We hope that this leaflet will help to explain 

what is involved and the kind of commitment 

you will be making.  
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Baptism at Christ Church. 

Part of Baptism is welcoming you into the church family so we would 
love to meet you, please come and join us at church on a Sunday at 
10am – and bring the baby/ child too, you are welcome as a family. 
Don’t worry about baby noises – they’re always good to hear.  Our 
Services are on the back of this booklet. 

When we’ve seen you in church about 3 times, then we can arrange 
to come and see you to talk to about baptism and thanksgiving – and 
arrange a date.   

Every baptism is unique and so if you have  particular requirements 
please speak to our Priest-in-Charge. 

You must live in the parish of Cotmanhay and Shipley, or have a quali-
fying connection or be on our electoral roll.  

Those named on the birth certificate or those with legal guardianship 
or adoptive parents must give permission, even where there is no 
usual contact.  

The importance of Baptism 

 The Bible tells us that Jesus was baptised by 
his cousin John in the river Jordan, an event 
that started his ministry. And the Gospel 
writers tell us that God spoke to Jesus, saying 
“This is my son with whom I am well 
pleased”. There are people in our church 
congregation that can talk to you about what baptism means to them 
too, so please do ask them as you join us on Sundays. 
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What does Baptism mean? 

Baptism is a ceremony in which you are welcomed as a new member 
of the Christian church and it marks the start of a lifetime journey of 
faith. A life of faith that brings forgiveness for the bad stuff in our 
lives, healing and restoration and an opportunity to grow in 
knowledge and love of God to help us live a life of peace and joy. Bap-
tism is about starting this journey of discovery with God, and being in 
church with other Christians to give us support along the way.  

What happens at the service? 

Our baptisms take place as part of our regular Sunday worship, at the 
10am service on the fourth Sunday of the month. Families and friends 
usually sit near the front so that they can see clearly. During the ser-
vice we do the following things:  

• Give thanks to God for the gift of life

• Make declarations, turning away from a life of sin and turning to
faith in God (see box overleaf) 

• Make promises to walk the journey of faith

• Commit to those being baptised, helping them to discover what
it means to live a Christian life. 

• Then we baptise them with water (generally just a gentle sprin-
kle) and make the sign of the cross on the forehead 

• Ask for support from the congregation as they promise to care
for you as you grow in faith 

•  Give a Bible or Christian book, candle and certificate of bap-
tism. 
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Promises – the bits that you and the Godparents say are in bold 

Parents and Godparents, the Church receives (name) with joy. Today 
we are trusting God for their growth in faith. Will you pray for them, 
draw them by your example into the community of faith and walk 
with them in the way of Christ?  

With the help of God, we will. 

In baptism (name) begins their journey in faith. You speak for them 
today. Will you care for them and help them to take their place within 
the life and worship of Christ’s Church? 

 With the help of God, we will.  

Decision 

To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him. 
Therefore I ask: Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? 
I reject them  

Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?  
I renounce them  

Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour? 
I repent of them.  

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 
I turn to Christ  

Do you submit to Christ as Lord?  
I submit to Christ  

Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? 
I come to Christ.  
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Confirming baptism promises 

When a baby is baptised the promises are made on their behalf by 
the parents and Godparents. The child then has the opportunity to 
confirm these promises when they choose to follow Jesus Christ 
themselves, when they are older. This is done at a Confirmation ser-
vice with the Bishop and means that they will be also be able to re-
ceive bread and wine at Holy Communion.  

Just a naming ceremony? 

Many people consider baptism to be just a naming ceremony, and a 
chance to gather family and friends together to celebrate this new 
life. It certainly is a time when these things happen, but it is so much 
more and it is important that we take the commitment to God seri-
ously and assess our own faith journey.  

Part of the worldwide church 

Baptism also welcomes the person into the community of faith – 
part of worldwide church, so that is why the service is part of the 
usual Sunday service. We are always excited and pleased to welcome 
a new member, and offer support to young families and mature 
Christians through  groups,  

What to think about 

If you are bringing a child to baptism – as a parent or Godparent - 
you will be making promises about your own faith and making Chris-
tian promises on behalf of the child. You might want to reflect on 
this, talk to others, read, or find out more as you come along to 
church. It is entirely between you and God, you just need to be hap-
py to make the promises with integrity. You are also committing to 
bringing the child up within the church family, which means coming 
to church regularly in the future.  
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Thanksgiving service 

We recognise that not everyone is prepared or ready to make such 
statements about faith or wants to commit to coming to church. 
There is a service of thanksgiving and blessing during which your child 
is named, given a special blessing, and a gift of the Bible. It is not a 
lesser service – in fact, many committed Christians prefer to do this, 
so that their child can choose baptism for themselves later in life.  

 Godparents 

Parents and Godparents make declarations about their faith and 
promises. We suggest you chose your Godparents carefully, as it 
makes little sense to choose nice friends or family who have no Chris-
tian faith or no intention of supporting you and your child on the jour-
ney of faith. Godparents must be baptised and preferably confirmed 
but do not have to attend your church regularly.  

The minimum number of godparents is three, two of the same sex 
and at least one of the opposite sex to the child being baptized. You 
can have more than three. 

There isn't a minimum age, but the chosen godparent must be ma-
ture enough to understand the responsibilities they are taking on.  

If you opt for a Thanksgiving, then you can choose other adults to en-
courage you, as you would Godparents, only in this option, they are 
called Supporters. Similarly if you have someone who would like to be 
a Godparent in the baptism, but has not been baptised themselves, 
then they can stand up with you and the other Godparents, but not 
actually participate in the promises. In this instance, they too are 
called Supporters.  

There is no requirement for the parents to be baptized. But you 
should feel able to support the child in their faith journey. 
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For further information please contact: 

Rev’d Dawn Knight, 

        Vicar  07488 420256 

revdawn68@gmail.com 

Also visit the church of England website where there is a wealth of 

 Information: 

https://www.churchofengland.org/life-events/christenings 
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Come and See  




