Revd Karen writes….

I am writing this at the start of a new season.  The summer holidays have finished, and the new school term has begun.  I am currently down in Cambridge at the Festival of Preaching (in the hope that I will learn lots and return with many new ideas for sermons) and am staying in St John’s College. I sat at my desk last night watching all the students walking past and started to think about the potential that this new start holds - for all students starting at schools and universities, but also for the all of us.

In a sense we have all begun a new term or season, albeit not necessarily academic, and I think it is a good time to pause for a moment and to think about the new beginnings that might be ahead for us.  What things are you not doing that you would like to?  Is there anything that you are currently doing that you would like to stop to make time for something new?  Is there anything you think that God is prompting you to do?

Around the time of my ordination as Priest, Martin unleashed a hidden pottery talent and, with the help of one of his and Jane’s friends.  He designed and made me some beautiful plates and bowls for me, each bearing the picture of a dove and the dates of my Deacon and Priesting ordination dates. One of the things I love about them is that they were made with love and care (or at least I think they were!) and they are each unique. Whilst it is a matching set purposefully, not one piece is identical. They each have different patterns in the glazed finish, different bumps and contours where they were shaped and moulded.

I was eating my cereal out of one of the bowls the other day and was reflecting on how they remind me of how God loves and has created each of us.  As it says in the book of Isaiah: “O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter and we are all the work of your hand.” We have been chosen and created to be the people that God has made us to be. Whilst we share similarities with each other, we are all unique – from our looks and personalities to our fingerprints. There is no other person the same as you – God chose to make you and is pleased with his efforts. 

As the Apostle Paul says: “For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10). We each have different talents and skills and can use them in so many good and different ways. You are unique and are able to do things that no one else can. 


Whilst our differences can at times be a source of conflict, ultimately we should embrace and encourage them. For it is through our differences that we learn more about others and ourselves.  At times we can see the strengths in someone that they may not be able to see for themselves – and therefore we have the power to help release others’ potential.  Maybe they, like Martin, have a hidden pottery skill and you could encourage them to discover it. 

In church in September and October we celebrate the season of Creationtide where we spend more time thinking about God’s creation. As you are reading this, we will be preparing for all of the wonderful Harvest services across the Parish in our churches and schools. It is a time to be thankful for all that God provides, and within this, a time to embrace and celebrate each other as we are all part of God’s creation. To marvel at our uniqueness and to celebrate those around us and the way we work together.  

So, as you read this, I hope I can encourage you to embrace and be thankful for the person that God has created you to be. I pray also that you will take time to be thankful for and encourage others around you.  

I look forward to seeing you around the Parish at services, quizzes and other events that are being held. If you would ever like a cuppa and chat (about anything) then please get in touch as I now have some lovely pottery cups to go with my plates and bowls 

Karen 
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