October 2026 Sundays 4" and 11" October
Cycle of Prayer to follow.

Sunday 4" October, The Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity (Proper 22)

Collect

Almighty and everlasting God,

increase in us your gift of faith

that, forsaking what lies behind

and reaching out to that which is before,

we may run the way of your commandments
and win the crown of everlasting joy;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Isaiah 5.1-7

The Song of the Unfruitful Vineyard
5Let me sing for my beloved
my love-song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
2 He dug it and cleared it of stones,
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watch-tower in the midst of it,
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes.

3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and people of Judah,
judge between me
and my vineyard.
4 What more was there to do for my vineyard
that | have not done in it?
When | expected it to yield grapes,
why did it yield wild grapes?

> And now | will tell you
what | will do to my vineyard.
| will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;
| will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.
® | will make it a waste;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;



| will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.

’ For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts
is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah
are his pleasant planting;
he expected justice,
but saw bloodshed;
righteousness,
but heard a cry!
Psalm 80.9-17
°You cleared the ground for it;
it took deep root and filled the land.
19 The mountains were covered with its shade,
the mighty cedars with its branches;
it sent out its branches to the sea,
and its shoots to the River.
12 \Why then have you broken down its walls,
so that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit?
13 The boar from the forest ravages it,
and all that move in the field feed on it.

1% Turn again, O God of hosts;
look down from heaven, and see;
have regard for this vine,
15 the stock that your right hand planted.

18 They have burned it with fire, they have cut it down;
may they perish at the rebuke of your countenance.
17 But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,

the one whom you made strong for yourself.

Philippians 3.4b-14

“even though |, too, have reason for confidence in the flesh.

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have more: *circumcised on the eighth day, a
member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a
Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

7 Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More than that, |
regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his
sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and | regard them as rubbish, in order that | may gain
Christ °and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one
that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. ¥l want to know
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his
death, tif somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead.

Pressing towards the Goal

12 Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but | press on to make it
my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. *Beloved, | do not consider that | have made it
my own; but this one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies
ahead, 1l press on towards the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.



Matthew 21.33-46

The Parable of the Wicked Tenants
33 ‘Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it,
dug a wine press in it, and built a watch-tower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another
country. 3*When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his
produce. 3°But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned
another. 3®Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same
way. *’Finally he sent his son to them, saying, “They will respect my son.” 3¥But when the tenants
saw the son, they said to themselves, “This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his
inheritance.” 3So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. *°®Now when the
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?’ ' They said to him, ‘He will put
those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the
produce at the harvest time.
42 Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the scriptures:
“The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,

and it is amazing in our eyes”?
BTherefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that
produces the fruits of the kingdom. *The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it
will crush anyone on whom it falls.’
45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking
about them. *They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as
a prophet.

Post Communion

We praise and thank you, O Christ, for this sacred feast:
for here we receive you,

here the memory of your passion is renewed,

here our minds are filled with grace,

and here a pledge of future glory is given,

when we shall feast at that table where you reign

with all your saints for ever.



Sunday 11 October, The Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity (Proper 23)

Collect

O God, forasmuch as without you

we are not able to please you;

mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit

may in all things direct and rule our hearts;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Isaiah 25.1-9

Praise for Deliverance from Oppression
250 LoRD, you are my God,;

| will exalt you, | will praise your name;
for you have done wonderful things,

plans formed of old, faithful and sure.

2 For you have made the city a heap,

the fortified city a ruin;
the palace of aliens is a city no more,

it will never be rebuilt.

3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
4 For you have been a refuge to the poor,

a refuge to the needy in their distress,

a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
> the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;

the song of the ruthless was stilled.

® On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-matured wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear.
7 And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
& he will swallow up death for ever.
Then the Lord Gobp will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the LORD has spoken.
%1t will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the LORD for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.



Psalm 23

The Divine Shepherd
A Psalm of David.
! The Lorp is my shepherd, | shall not want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters;
3 he restores my soul.
He leads me in right paths
for his name’s sake.

4 Even though | walk through the darkest valley,
| fear no evil;

for you are with me;
your rod and your staff—
they comfort me.

> You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.

® Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,

and | shall dwell in the house of the LORD
my whole life long.

Philippians 4.1-9
4'Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom | love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the
Lord in this way, my beloved.

Exhortations

2 | urge Euodia and | urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3Yes, and | ask you also, my
loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel,
together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. °Let your gentleness be known to everyone.
The Lord is near. ®Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. ’And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things. °Keep on doing the things that you have learned and
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

Matthew 22.1-14

The Parable of the Wedding Banquet

220nce more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: #The kingdom of heaven may be compared to
a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent his slaves to call those who had been
invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. *Again he sent other slaves, saying, “Tell
those who have been invited: Look, | have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have
been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” >But they made light of it



and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, éwhile the rest seized his slaves, maltreated
them, and killed them. “The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and
burned their city. 8Then he said to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those invited were not
worthy. °Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding

banquet.” 1°Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good
and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

11 ‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a
wedding robe, 2and he said to him, “Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?” And
he was speechless. 3Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot, and throw him
into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” *For many are called,
but few are chosen.’

Post Communion

Holy and blessed God,

you have fed us with the body and blood of your Son
and filled us with your Holy Spirit:

may we honour you,

not only with our lips

but in lives dedicated to the service

of Jesus Christ our Lord.



Sunday 18™ October, Luke the Evangelist

Isaiah 35.3-6
Psalm 147.1-7
2 Timothy 4.5-7
Luke 10.1-9



