Sermon for Hamstreet 9th August – Walking on Water 
Roman 10:5-15
Matthew 14:22-33
May the words of my lips ….
Tim and I have just got back from a lovely week away, some of which was spent on the north Wales coast in Llandudno, right by the sea. My friend from primary school moved there earlier this year from Sheffield, as her son has also moved there and is working with some committed Christians from a free church to plant a church there. The sea has been calm and serene, looking beautiful and attracting many tourists in Llandudno to take boat rides around the bay. It was a happy and relaxed atmosphere by the sea, with everyone enjoying the British holiday weather. 
On Wednesday evening we watched the storm clouds gather with great excitement; whilst they have had some rain, unlike here where we will soon be reaching sixty days without any rain, they have not had a lot of rain. There was great excitement as the gathering storm clouds were viewed, but the rain that followed was not particularly heavy and was short lived. The hot ground causes a lot of evaporation and minimises the impact of any rain. 
The dry summer has brought into sharp focus how important water is for life, animals, crops, food, for the land and for us. In some areas drinking water has been in short supply on several occasions where the water companies have struggled to support an antiquated water system which needs upgrading and modernising to suit today’s needs. We have all been encouraged to be sparing in our use of water, and yet we see our lawns and gardens in desperate need of some rain. 
Water plays a big part in stories in the Bible. Those of us who have been looking at Kings in the recent Bible studies will remember that God ministers to Elijah, as angels bring him a jar of water. We see Elijah soak his altar with water and yet God still burned it all to dust. Elijah also prophecies the drought which comes to an end as the story closes. 
When I was reflecting on this well-known account of Jesus walking on water, I was struck by the word, immediately. Jesus acted immediately. The disciples had just participated in and witnessed the feeding of the five thousand, but immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, whilst he, Jesus, dismissed the crowds. We see here our servant King caring for his disciples, immediately sending the exhausted disciples away and waiting until the crowds have dispersed in person. Jesus led from the front. 
The storm comes, and then the disciples see Jesus’ walking on the water and they are afraid. They do not understand what they are seeing. Jesus does not calm the storm, but immediately Jesus speaks to them and says, “take heart it is I; do not be afraid.” It is I, a phrase which takes us back to the “I am” of Moses and the burning bush. Do not be afraid. On this occasion Jesus does not calm the storm, he simply tells them not to be afraid. Peter is bold enough to speak, and to want to follow Jesus by also walking on water towards him. Jesus simply says, “come”. Once Peter realises the enormity of the steps that he is taking he becomes frightened and cries out for Jesus to save him. Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him. 
Jesus is the servant King and leader, saviour, and, as the disciples recognised in that moment, the Son of God. Jesus was not the warrior King that they were expecting, but they were starting to recognise that Jesus was the Son of God. 
I want to encourage you to take a journey through this story with me this morning. We will not be sharing these with anyone except God. You were given a piece of card and a pen this morning. I have folded the card as if it were a card that you were going to give to someone. I want you to open the card and as I guide your thoughts this morning, please write them down or draw pictures which remind you. We are going to create a picture of our own journey which reflects our Bible reading this morning. 
As we reflect on our own Christian lives, can you think of times when you felt tired and overwhelmed and Jesus gave you a time of rest? It may have been recently, or in the past. My recent experiences are the retreat that I went on before my ordination, a time to focus on God and his word, and the break that we have just had where we met up with friends, family, and my godson. Family and friends are important to us as we remember who we are in God. Note down in your card the times when you were tired or overwhelmed and Jesus gave you rest. PAUSE
We often forget the times of rest and blessing, as we get into the boat for the next journey of faith. Can I encourage you to say thank you to God for the times when he provides times of rest, when he blesses you through people who love you, when he shows his love for you through friends and family. It is important to recognise and say thank you to God for the times when God blesses us. 
As we get into the boat with the disciples, like the disciples we fear what we do not understand. As Christians our lives are a journey of faith, of mystery, we do not always understand the path that Jesus leads us on. We each have our on personal fears, what do you fear? It may be that we fear the loss of a loved one, or what the future may bring. We might fear that we will struggle for money or fear the changes that life brings. We might have fears for those we love, or for the future of the church. World events may make us fearful; climate change has been brought sharpy into focus with the floods of the winter and the drought of the summer. Like the disciples we fear what we do not understand. Jesus does not always calm the storm. Take a few moments to write down your fears. PAUSE
As we remember how Jesus immediately cares for his disciples and immediately reassures the frightened disciples. I recognise that for us today on our own Christian journeys it does not always feel like that. Jeff Lucas and others call it living life in the gap. 
There are times when we know that God is there, when we know that God has a plan, but we often wait for it to come to fruition. There have been a few times when I have thought that I might be heading towards full-time ministry in the church in some way, but it is only now that I have finally arrived. Along the way I have been to Bible college, worked in the church as a worship leader, Sunday School teacher, youth leader, completed three years theological training as a licensed Reader whilst working full time, and gone back to theological college to train as a priest. Things do not happen immediately. I want you to note down any gaps that you have felt in your life when nothing seemed to be happening. PAUSE
Before Jesus walked on water, he went to pray. Prayer is an important part of our lives when we are in the gap. Worshipping God and meeting with other Christians is also paramount to our Christian journey when we are filling the gap. Whilst our story focusses on Peter, the disciples are all there in the boat.  In my experience things don’t happen immediately, but we continue to grow and learn as we meet with others and with God in prayer and worship.  
On our journeys, have we ever had a time when we have stepped out in faith, only to find ourselves sinking? Life does not always go the way that we expect. When I lost my mother at twelve years old, it felt like I was drowning. The world as I knew it changed. When my first marriage went disastrously wrong and I ended up divorced with three children, it felt like I was drowning. When my grandmother died it felt like I was drowning. Write down the times in your life when you felt like you were drowning. PAUSE
Immediately Jesus reached out his hand. When my mother died there were family and neighbours who supported us, but God had given me my friend Sheena, whom I have just visited in Llandudno, and she introduced me to Jesus. When my marriage went disastrously wrong, God sent me Tim, who spent five years putting me back together and gave me two more wonderful children. Tim, who has supported me for over thirty-seven years. When my grandmother died God took us to St. Martin’s Church who loved me and supported me. Write down the people who have reached out to you when you felt like you were drowning. PAUSE  
What is often overlooked is that Peter did actually walk on water, and we too will have had times when we have walked on water, when things have gone well, when we felt invincible. Take a moment to think about these times and write them down. PAUSE 
Peter only started to sink when he took his eyes off Jesus, but immediately Jesus reached out his hand. We may not have always recognised Jesus’ hand in our lives and on our Christian journeys, but when you look back you may recognise when Jesus has reached out to you. 
Immediately Jesus sent the disciples away for a rest, immediately Jesus spoke to reassure them, immediately Jesus reached out when Peter started to drown. 
I hope and pray that our time this morning following the journey that the disciples took in our reading has encouraged you. You can take your cards home and use them as you take time to recognise when Jesus has given you a time of rest, when Jesus has spoken to reassure you and when Jesus has reached out his hand. Perhaps you can take time to thank God for his blessings, for the times when you can now see Jesus’ hand at work in your life.  Our journey may have challenged you to get back in touch with people who have been Jesus’ hand in your lives, or to be more prayerful and to join more often with others to worship God. 
Our Romans reading reminds us:
“if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 11 The scripture says, ‘No one who believes in him will be put to shame.’”
Amen. 

 

