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Editor: Martin Dibben  
Editor (Assistant/Comms) :  Mike Harris      07585 412871 
Shared email – Martin & Mike hr-editor@outlook.com 

DEADLINE FOR OCTOBER REACH – 16th September 
Please aim to send us your contribution before the deadline 

so we have time to work on your entry 
 

Contributions welcome, but the Editor(s) reserve the right to amend, copy or omit unsuitable articles at 
their discretion. No responsibility can be accepted for errors or omissions, although the Editor(s) will do 
their best to ensure the information printed is correct. Views expressed by individual contributors are 
not necessarily those of the Horning Reach. 
 
We continue to look for new blood to join the Horning Reach team, as we move this publication forward 
and secure its future. 
 
Safeguarding Policy can be downloaded on this LINK 
Parents and guardians remain responsible for satisfying themselves as to the suitability of any 
advertised activity. 

 
 

Weekday Morning Prayer Service at Barton Turf - Thursdays at 9:15am 

On the first Sunday in September a new Festival has been authorised by the General 

Synod ‘Creation in Christ’ to give thanks for God’s creation and redemption of the world, 

to reflect on humanity’s responsibility to care for the natural world and to pray for its 

renewal. 

Pauline Simpson  07818 599303  Pauline761@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rotas for September 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:hr-editor@outlook.com
https://media.acny.uk/media/news/notice_sheet/2026/04/74f33065-56fc-4ae3-90c5-470ee5628bc0.pdf
mailto:Pauline761@btinternet.com
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Macmillan Coffee Morning at Cedar Grange 
Coffee, cake and company — all in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support 

We look forward to welcoming everyone to the Macmillan Coffee Morning at 

Cedar Grange, 105 Lower Street, Horning on: 

Friday 25th September, 10am to Midday. 

Please join us for coffee and cakes while chatting to friends and neighbours in 

the house and garden — there will be trestles of cakes, savouries, jams and 

plants for sale to tempt you! 

A donation of £3 (cash please) is invited for refreshments, and if you are able to 

bake a cake or bring plants to donate, they will be very welcome. 

All the village friends helping at this event look forward to seeing you enjoy 

another successful fund-raising morning for Macmillan Cancer Support. 

Further information: Diane 01692 630654 & Susie 01692 631163. 

St Michael's, Irstead – Harvest Festival 
Songs of Praise followed by a Bring and Share Harvest Supper 

We look forward to welcoming you all to St Michael's, Irstead on Sunday 13th 

September at 6:00pm for our annual Harvest Thanksgiving Songs of Praise, 

which will, as before, be followed by a Bring and Share Harvest Supper in the 

church. 

Do join us for Irstead's community harvest celebration. 

David Murrells  01692 631427 

In Memory 

Peter Wilson 

It is with great sadness that Peter Wilson of Abbot Road passed away peacefully 

in hospital on 10th August after a long illness. 

Details of his funeral will be made available in due course.  
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VILLAGE HERITAGE 
The Southern Comfort 

A Piece of Horning's Living History 

 

If you've strolled along the riverbank in Horning, 

you'll have seen her — the unmistakable 

silhouette of the Southern Comfort, our very 

own replica Mississippi paddle steamer, 

chugging gently along the Bure. But how many 

of us know the curious story of how she came 

to call our village home? 

Born in the 1970s — for a rather crafty reason 

The Southern Comfort was built in the 1970s for the then owner of the Hotel 

Wroxham, Tony Sands.  Her original purpose had nothing to do with river 

cruising at all. 

In those days, licensing laws forced pubs and hotel bars to shut their doors 

during the afternoon — but the law had a loophole. It didn't apply to vessels on 

the Broads, which fell instead under maritime law. So the hotel moored the 

newly built paddle steamer alongside its riverbank, giving thirsty patrons 

somewhere to carry on their afternoon when the hotel bar itself was forced to 

close. 

The move to Horning 

Once licensing laws relaxed and pubs were permitted to stay open all day, the 

Southern Comfort's original job became redundant. In 1979 she was sold and 

made the short journey downriver to Horning, where she began a new life as a 

passenger vessel — and where she has remained proudly ever since. 

A crew member, Anne Gilden, remembers 

 

Few people know the boat's history better than Anne 

Gilden, who retired at the end of 2024 after decades as 

one of the Southern Comfort's longest-serving crew. 
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When Anne worked at the Swan 

(where she met her life partner and 

husband-to-be, Alan) she was just 

20 years old when the Southern 

Comfort first arrived in Horning. The 

boat needed crew, so on her day off 

Anne stepped aboard to help out 

with that very first sailing — and 

simply never left.  

 

Anne has many memories and met some 

famous people during her time on The 

Southern Comfort including Val Doonican 

and Jimmy Tarbuck, when casts from the 

Great Yarmouth shows chartered the boat 

for late night cruises but her most favourite 

memory was spending the afternoon with 

the singer David Essex (oh… and the time 

a man was pushed off the boat by his irate 

wife!).  

 

Our thanks to Anne and the Southern Comfort Team for their help with this 

article.  

If you would like to be part of the Horning History Archive group, or if you have 

memories of Horning or you have photographs to share then don’t hesitate to 

get in touch on our temporary email address horninghub@yahoo.com or 

telephoning 01692 630695. 

 

 

 

 

Preserving our Past, sharing the Future 

  

mailto:horninghub@yahoo.com
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Horning Memory Keepers 
What happens to memories once the people who hold them are gone? 

That question has been driving a small team of us since the Memories of Old 
Horning Day, when so many of you signed up wanting to be kept up to date on 
progress towards setting up a history and archive group. Here's where things 
stand. 

We (now called Horning Memory Keepers) have been working quietly behind the 
scenes to explore what's really involved in setting up a group like this – and, just 
as importantly, what it takes to keep it going for the long haul. 

We've been in touch with others who've walked this path before us: the 
Neatishead, Irstead, Barton Turf Community Heritage Group (NIBCHG) and the 
Ludham archive group. Every group does things a little differently, and there's 
no single 'right' way to do this. What has become clear is that recording and 
preserving memories properly is a genuine challenge, calling for IT skills, 
dedication, time and money – often more of each than you'd expect. 

Where We're Up To 

None of that has put us off, though it may look from the outside like things have 
gone quiet. In truth, the team has been meeting regularly, squeezed in around 
everyone's other commitments. So far we have: 

● Drafted a constitution and a finance plan – both essential steps towards 
opening a bank account 

● Applied for funding to help cover costs such as equipment and hall hire 

● Been exploring options for a space to work from and to store equipment 
securely 

● Been writing regular updates such as this for the Horning Reach to keep 
the wider village informed 

● Started looking for IT support – for recording and sharing memories, and 
for setting up a dedicated email address and website 

How You Can Help 

If you have memories or photographs of Horning – its buildings, its people, or 
simply how the village has changed over the years – we'd be delighted to hear 
from you. Your own reflections on how things have altered over time are just as 
valuable as historical photographs. 

We ask for your continued patience as we take these steps – slowly, but surely. 
In the meantime, please do start recording your own memories, perhaps dig into 
a bit of research of your own, and spread the word to others who might like to 
get involved. 

Thank you for your support and enthusiasm – it means a great deal to us. 

Best wishes 
The Horning Memory Keepers 
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Wroxham and Hoveton Lions Club 
51 years of help in the community 

A Bumper Fete 
I do hope that you saw the advertising posters in and around Wroxham and 

Hoveton for the Hoveton Village Charity Summer Fete, because by the time you 

read this, the Fete will have taken place on 2nd August! 

Although I wrote about it in previous articles, I'm sorry I couldn't give you a 

reminder in July — mea culpa. I'm pleased to say it went well, with wonderful 

weather: bright sunshine and a gentle breeze to prevent overheating. 

We are very grateful for the sponsorship of Stobart & Hurrell, to the classic car 

and motorcycle exhibitors, stallholders and craftspeople, St John Ambulance 

First Responders, the Joint Services Cadets who marshalled the car park, Air 

Mail who supplied live music as always, and finally the Lions, families and 

friends who made the day special. 

We had many visitors, possibly our best attendance for several years, which 

helps us serve our local community. A few people had complaints, for which we 

are sorry, but we received many more favourable comments. 

A New Year of Service 
Our club has started its fifty-first year of service. The Lionistic year runs from 

July to June, and the Fete was our first fundraiser. Club President remains Lion 

Dennis Moxon, with Lion Mike Clipston as Treasurer and Lion Tony Risebrow as 

Secretary. 

Charity Shop 
Our Charity Shop in the Riverside Precinct is busy, so if you are looking for 

bargains this is the place to go. You will get a warm welcome as well! 

Craft Fair — 13th September 
The next event for us is the Craft Fair, which will be held on Sunday 13th 

September 2026 at Hoveton Village Hall from 11:00am to 4:00pm. Entry is free 

and there will be refreshments available. There will be a wide range of crafts on 

display, so if you want to find a birthday present for someone, or even start your 

shopping for Christmas presents (sorry to mention that word in summer), this is 

the place to go. 

Get Involved 
If you would like to know more about the Lions Club, enter 

wroxhamandhovetonlions.org into your search engine. You can then see what 

we do and, maybe, join us. 

  
Together we can do even more. 

Derick & Tony 

liontonyrisebrow@gmail.com 

mailto:liontonyrisebrow@gmail.com
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A New Term 
Why can’t September be a fresh start for grown-ups too ? 

Rev. Rob’s Ramblings 

Well, by the time you are reading this, our young ones will be returning to school 

or colleges very soon. For them it is, if you like, a new start. Some will be going 

to school for the very first time, while others will be moving on to secondary 

school. Even if they are just returning after the long summer break, it is a new 

start for them too, with new teachers, new timetables, new exercise books, 

possibly even making new friends. So, as well as a new term, it is a new start 

and a chance to improve, a chance to expand horizons, and a chance to 

experience new things. But what about us adults? Why don't we treat this 

September as a new term for us as well? What can we do to experience new 

things, or expand our horizons? 

The Meaning of Community Living 
Over ten years ago, I told you about community living and that I had looked it up 

in the dictionary: “having joint ownership and responsibility; a state of being 

shared or held in common fellowship.” The NIB and the Horning Reach serve 

our six village communities, but do we always appreciate living in such special 

places? In addition, we have a fine city on our doorstep that has plenty to offer in 

the way of two cathedrals, a revamped Norman castle, big-name shops, a huge 

daily market, good theatres and plenty of medieval churches. But we don't need 

to travel far because our own villages are indeed special and offer us plenty of 

choice on what we can do and be part of if we really want to. As well as having 

excellent facilities like our community shop in Neatishead, our other shops and 

businesses, post office, cafés and restaurant provide for our everyday needs. 

We have six great medieval churches to discover, but I mustn't forget our four 

welcoming pubs too! 

So Much to Discover 
But oh, there is so much more on offer that we could get involved with if we are 

looking for something new. Look through the pages here in this magazine. Here 

you will find there is plenty to do including drama groups (NABS and HATS). 

There are village fetes and fairs, boat shows, a sailing club, men's groups, 

women's groups, farmers' markets, church coffee mornings, services and 

events, bowls groups and local football and cricket; community gyms; flower and 

gardening clubs and even the opportunity to watch the latest movies, to name 

but a few! And we can even join our parish councils. 
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Time to Get Involved 
However, in order to satisfy the definition of ‘community living’ we need not only 

to use the facilities, but also to get involved in them. The shops, restaurants, 

churches and pubs will only survive if we use them. The different groups will 

only survive if we help run them or participate in them. So, if you have got rather 

out of touch lately, use the shops and join groups that organise things. As I have 

gone on about before, I thoroughly recommend the two amateur dramatic 

groups NABS and HATS. They are there for young and old alike and certainly 

allow others to see you in a different light! (I've been seen in very different lights 

with NABS!) Our pubs are a melting pot for meeting and making new friends. 

The churches are places not only for worship but are there for us to find peace 

and contemplation (they are so cool too during heatwaves!). Try your local 

church one Sunday morning. They are not scary and you will be made most 

welcome even if you have never been before. I can assure you that you will 

make lots of new friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So come on — treat September as a new term. Discover new things, and in 

doing so, you will discover a new you. 

 

Blessings, from Rob. 
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 Lewis Pegg Memorial Match 
               & Dates for Your Diary 

Our 2026 season ends mid-September, but 
before then we host the Lewis Pegg Memorial 
Match on 30th August and President's Day on 
13th September, before rounding off the year 
with our End of Season Presentation Dinner at 
The Lodge, Salhouse, on 22nd November. 

We welcome everyone to remember Lewis with 
his family, cricket, food, drink and reminiscing. 

It's been a great season, and we're grateful for the local support that helps us 
grow — no mean feat today. Our teams have excelled with fantastic league and 
competition placings so far. 

Support Us, Join Us 
Many local businesses offer financial support, and many local people give their 
time — we always welcome new supporters and players, so get in touch if you'd 
like to join us. 

Sponsorship packages are available for the 2027 season, with advertising, not 
just locally, offered in return. Get in touch via social media or email 
abwcc.events@gmail.com  if you're interested. 

Keep an eye on our social media for winter nets and diary dates for social 
events — everyone is welcome from age 9 upwards, and All Star Cricket will run 
again in 2027 for 5 to 8 year olds. 

Junior Section Nearly Doubles 
Our junior section has almost doubled in size from 2025, thanks to our amazing 
volunteers and qualified coaches. Some of our coaches are visiting 
professionals from overseas, and as well as hosting Summer Camps through 
July and August, they are also available for one-to-one coaching sessions. 

For more information about joining a team, please get in touch or keep an eye 
on social media for updates. 

Contact Information 
Feel free to reach out with any queries: 

● For playing enquiries: joeverett333@gmail.com  

● For activities and events: ABWCC.events@gmail.com  

Follow the club on Facebook, Instagram, and X for all the latest news.  

mailto:abwcc.events@gmail.com
mailto:joeverett333@gmail.com
mailto:ABWCC.events@gmail.com
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3rd Health & Wellbeing Show 
Free community event returns to Hoveton Village Hall 

Tuesday 29th September 

Following two well-attended and warmly received events, the Hoveton and 

Wroxham Medical Practice Patient Participation Group is bringing back its 

Health and Wellbeing Show for a third year — and everyone is welcome. 

Drop in any time between 2:00pm and 4:00pm on Tuesday 29th September at 

Hoveton Village Hall for a relaxed, free afternoon of tea, refreshments and 

friendly conversation with a wide range of local health, care and community 

organisations. 

Whether you're looking for practical support, want to find out what services exist 

in the local area, or would simply like to meet the people behind them, this is a 

chance to ask questions, pick up information and connect with your community 

— no appointment needed. 

What's on offer 
Representatives from across mental health, clinical care, community support 

and family wellbeing will be on hand throughout the afternoon, including: 

Mental Health & Wellbeing 

• The Wellbeing Team – mental health support 

• Norfolk and Waveney Mind – mental health 
support 

• Social Prescribing – loneliness, debt or 
housing 

Health & Clinical Support 

• Pure Physio – practice physiotherapy service 

• iCaSH Norfolk – contraception and sexual 
health 

• Community Responders – learn CPR 

• Kidney Care UK – kidney patient charity 

Community & Social Support 

• U3A – later life learning 

• Age UK Norfolk – support for older people 

• Healthwatch Norfolk – health and care views 

• Active Norfolk – getting people moving 

• Future Projects – community support 

• The Citizen Academy – UEA research 
involvement 

Lifestyle & Family Support 

• Slimming World 

• Stay and Play – free parent and toddler 
group 

• Hoveton and Wroxham Medical Practice 

• The Patient Participation Group 

 

Free tea and refreshments will be available throughout, and there's no need to 

book — just drop in whenever suits you during the two-hour window. 

Tuesday 29th September, 2:00pm to 4:00pm 

Hoveton Village Hall 

Free entry - Everyone welcome.  
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Museum of the Broads 
September's here — and we want you here! 

September is always a lovely time to visit the Museum of the Broads, with a full 

programme of Wherry Week events and more to enjoy: 

Tue 1st Sept, 10am–4pm – Steam & Sail: cruise on our electric boat Marsh 

Harrier, then ‘jump ship’ and board a Wherry to Barton Broad. 

Wed 2nd & Thu 3rd Sept, 10am–4pm – All Aboard a Wherry: experience 

wherryman life aboard a historic craft. Free with museum admission. 

Sun 13th Sept, 10am–4pm – Heritage Open Day: FREE admission to the 

Museum and Wherry Maud, plus have-a-go peg loom weaving. 

Sun 27th Sept, 10am–4pm – Model Boat Day: meet model boat owners and 

have a go at crafting your own. Free with admission. 

Look out too for our Halloween Trail in October. Remember — once you’ve 

paid your first admission, your ticket is valid for 12 months! 

The Poor’s Staithe, Stalham, NR12 9DA. Open Tuesday to Sunday. 

www.museumofthebroads.org.uk 

 

Wroxham & Hoveton United Reformed Church 
Join us for worship this September 

 

Date Time Leading Description 

Sun 6th   Sept 10:30am Rev Sue McCoan Holy Communion 

Sun 13th Sept 10:30am Mr Ron Wade — 

Sun 20th Sept 10:30am Rev Carole Pearl — 

Sun 27th Sept 10:30am Mr Mike Gibbs — 

                 (Sunday School, ages 4–16) 

Meets in the church hall 10:15–11:45am on 6th and 20th September. 

Contact Chris on 01603 783992 or jam@wroxhamurc.org.uk  

The Community Café meets for coffee and cakes, Thursdays 10:30am–12 noon, 

free of charge — all welcome. 

Minister: Rev Tina Wilson, 07763 354 740, revtinawilson@outlook.com 

 

www.wroxhamurc.org.uk 

114 Norwich Road, Wroxham, NR12 8SA.  

http://www.museumofthebroads.org.uk/
mailto:jam@wroxhamurc.org.uk
mailto:revtinawilson@outlook.com
http://www.wroxhamurc.org.uk/
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Guided Tours at St Benet's Abbey for 2026 
Uncover a thousand years of history on the Broads 

Have you ever wondered about the history and stories of St Benet's Abbey? 

The guiding season continues at 2pm on Saturdays and Wednesdays until the 

end of September, and our knowledgeable guides will be delighted to show you 

around the site and tell you the stories from more than a thousand years of 

history. You'd be surprised how St Benet's Abbey is linked to important 

moments in the history of England, such as the Norman Conquest, the 

Peasants' Revolt, Henry VIII and WW2 spies. 

 

 

 

Tours last approximately 60 minutes. There is a 
small charge of £5 per adult, which helps NAT 
to care for the site and enhance the visitor 
experience. Accompanied under-18s go free, 
and parking is free. 

To book your place via 
Eventbrite, scan the QR 
code, or visit the Norfolk 
Archaeological Trust (NAT) 
website and scroll down to 
the guided tours section. 

https://www.norfarchtrust.org.uk/project/st-benets-abbey  

Marion Jackson 
St Benet's Abbey Volunteer Guide  

https://www.norfarchtrust.org.uk/project/st-benets-abbey
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Horning Parish Council 
Free bulbs from the Green planters 

 
Bulbs from Planters 

The Parish Council planters on the Village Green beside St Benet's Hall are now 

very old and rotten (not the bulbs!) & will be scrapped at the end of September. 

If you would like the bulbs from the planters, please feel free to take them 

DURING SEPTEMBER but not before, please. 

Dogs on the Recreation Ground 

Please keep your dogs under control at all times while using the Recreation 

Ground. If you see another dog on a lead, please do not allow your dog to 

approach it, as the other dog may be nervous, in training, or need space. 

Allowing dogs to run up to those on a lead can be upsetting for both the dogs 

and their owners, and is not responsible behaviour. 

Please also ensure that you always clear up after your dog. The Recreation 

Ground is regularly used for sport and other recreational activities, and dog 

fouling left behind creates an unpleasant and unhygienic environment for 

everyone. 

Thank you for being considerate of other users of the Recreation Ground, and 

for helping to keep it a safe, clean and enjoyable space for all. Please watch 

your dogs and act responsibly. 

 

 

 

Short Mat Bowls 

Back this October 

Thursday 8th October 
 

Short Mat Bowls will start again on Thursday 8th October at 19:00 

Horning Village Hall. 

For further information please contact 

Trish Wishart on 01692 630194.  
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Medieval Women in Norwich — a talk by Sally-Anne Lomas 

Neatishead, Irstead & Barton Turf Community Heritage Group are looking 
forward to September's presentation on the life of Medieval Women in Norwich, 
given by Sally-Anne Lomas, a well-known local writer and documentary film 
maker who has a particular interest in the English Christian Mystic, Julian of 
Norwich. 

Medieval Women of Norwich 
 

 

Julian of Norwich (1342 – c.1416) 

Julian of Norwich was an English 
mystic who spent much of her life 
enclosed as an anchoress in a small 
cell attached to St Julian's Church in 
Norwich. 

In 1373, aged about thirty, she 
experienced sixteen visions during a 
severe illness, later writing them down 
as Revelations of Divine Love — 
believed to be the earliest surviving 
book in English written by a woman. 

She is best remembered for the words 
‘All shall be well, and all shall be well, 
and all manner of thing shall be well’, a 
message of hope that still resonates 
today. 
 

 

Statue of Julian of Norwich, Norwich Cathedral. Image credit: historytheinterestingbits.com 

 
Presentation by Sally-Anne Lomas 

Writer, Documentary Film Maker & Creative Director of Cloth of Kindness 

Monday 28th September, 19:30 
New Victory Hall, Neatishead 

Displays and refreshments from 19:00 

Everyone welcome — NIBCHG Friends free, guests £3.  
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Regatta Week Service 
Sailing club and church join together to bless the racing season 

 

Each year Horning Sailing Club's Regatta Week begins with a short service, 
thanking God for the beauty of our surroundings on the Broads and for all the 
dedicated staff at the club who work so hard to ensure that during this week, and 
throughout the season, safe and exciting racing takes place on the river and 
Blackhorse Broad, and praying for God's protection over the racing this year. 
Our prayers were answered. 

Over the years this service has grown in the numbers of those attending (44 this 
year) from both the church and the sailing club. It was a wonderfully uplifting 
service this year, and a very fitting way to begin this year's Regatta. 

 

First Saturday Coffee Mornings 
Tea, scones and village news on the first Saturday of every month 

Everyone is very welcome at these coffee mornings, which take place monthly in 
Horning Village Hall from 10:00 to 11:45. Our next coffee morning will be on 5th 
September. Thank you to all who supported the August coffee morning, which 
raised £192.95. Proceeds from these coffee mornings go towards the upkeep of 
our village churchyard, a much-loved place of peace, prayer and reflection. 

If you are new to the village, this is an excellent opportunity to meet new people 
in a relaxed, informal setting. Refreshments include tea or coffee, and there are 
also some delicious sweet or savoury scones. There's also a produce table and 
a raffle. Well-behaved dogs are also welcome. If you've not attended for a while, 
we'd love to see you back — it's a great place to catch up on village news. Hope 
to see you there.  
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Wroxham Library 
Your September round-up of events, clubs and free support 

What's On This Month 
• Summer Reading Challenge Medal Ceremony – Wed 2nd September, 

15:45–16:45. Come and collect your medal and certificate. 

• Money Confidence Sessions – free one-to-one support with online banking, 
budgeting + safe spending. Tues, 13:00–14:00. Contact the library to book. 

• Digital Help – free one-to-one support for beginners and beyond. Thursdays, 
11:00–13:00, term times only. Contact the library to book. 

• Crafting – 10:30–15:30, alternate Saturdays (staff dependent). Ages 5–11 
(under 8s need supervision). 

• Knit and Natter – bring your knitting, embroidery, textile or crochet project. 
3rd and 17th September, 14:00–16:00. 

• Crib Club (cribbage) – new players welcome. Thu 10th September, 14:00–
16:00. Bring your own board and cards if you have them. 

• Scrabble Club – usually last Thursday of the month, 14:00–16:00. Next 
session Thu 24th September. All welcome. 

• Family History – free access to Find My Past any time. Drop in Wed/Fri 
evenings, 16:00–18:00, for advice from Diane, our family history expert. Ring 
ahead to confirm. 

Every Week 
• Just a Cuppa – Tuesdays 10:00–12:00. Friendly chat, tea/coffee & biscuit. 

• Bounce and Rhyme – Wednesdays at 10:30. No need to book, just drop in. 

• Toys – Duplo, counting games and jigsaws to play with in the library; ask to 
see our folder. Baby Weigh Scales also available (self-service). 

Business Support & Housebound Service 
• Growing a business? As a Business and IP Centre, we have free access to 

business resources. Find out more at www.norfolk.gov.uk/bipcnorfolk. 

• Housebound Library Service – can't get to the library? We can bring your 
books to you. Details from the library. 

Opening Hours 
Monday: Closed   |   Tuesday to Friday: 10:00–19:00   |   Saturday: 10:00–16:00                        
|   Sunday: Closed 

Check our Facebook and web pages for updates, and ask about our extended 
Open Library service. 

Wroxham Library, 01603 782560   |   www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries 
  

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/bipcnorfolk
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries
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  The Horning Hub 
Connecting the community 

A note from a newcomer to the village 

A warm welcome 

If you've ever wondered what makes Horning tick, look no further than the 

Horning Hub — a wonderfully warm group of people who put events together 

and make things happen, come rain or shine. 

Whether it's marking a special occasion like D-Day, The King’s coronation or VJ 

Day commemoration, sharing a meal out, or enjoying a picnic in the sunshine, 

there's always a dedicated group on hand offering good company, a friendly 

face, and a helping hand. 

And it doesn't stop there. The Tuesday Cosy Café offers friendship and so 

much more. Fancy trying your hand at art or needlecraft?  Need a spot of 

technical support? You'll find it all here, along with a cuppa, a chat and great 

company. 

New to the village? The Horning Hub welcome pack is packed full of useful 

information — and comes with a sweet surprise tucked inside. So why not come 

along and see what Horning has to offer you? 

OTHER NEWS 

Cosy Café Update 

The Cosy Café will be returning to monthly meetings 

from now until the beginning of June 2027. Susie and her 

team will continue to offer a warm, friendly space with 

free light refreshments. IT and biscuits are now 

established on the first Tuesday of every month. The 

crochet group has been a roaring success, and there are 

whispers of a "Birthday Tuesday" in the works — watch 

this space for more very soon! 

AGM 

The Horning Hub AGM is scheduled for 

Tuesday 27th October 

at the Cosy Café in the Mill Suite 
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The Tea Party 

Held on one of the hottest days of the year, 

the heat certainly didn't put anyone off! 

Twenty-five friends tucked into scones with 

cream and jam, a lovely spread of 

sandwiches, and a tempting choice of cakes, 

all accompanied by grapes, strawberries, and 

crisps. Prosecco and non-alcoholic fizz flowed 

throughout the afternoon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Singing for Pleasure with the Hub Singers 

Fresh from their enjoyable time at the Community Picnic, the Hub singing group 

is already looking ahead to the Horning Hub's Christmas event, so save the 

date: 21st November! Kathy makes every session enormous fun, and there are 

plenty of giggles to be heard throughout the hour. More dates to be confirmed 

soon. 

Christmas Event 

Who mentioned Christmas? Oops sorry. We are sure you appreciate how much 

planning goes into these events. They don’t just happen. Stalls have been 

booked along with the Windmill café (can you smell the bacon rolls) and Susie 

has already been trying on her fairy outfit…. so don’t disappoint her…..be there! 

If there are any activities, you would like us to consider then do speak up and let 

us know your ideas. 

Keep an eye on future editions for more news, dates, and the odd giggle 

from the Horning Hub! 

Contact horninghub@yahoo.com or Tel: 01692 630695 

mailto:horninghub@yahoo.com
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Happy gardening! 

Gardening Diary – September 

Time to plant bulbs, divide perennials and gather the last of the harvest. 

Hopefully… September will arrive on a cooler breeze, the light softening to 

amber as summer's exuberance gives way to autumn's quiet abundance. Dew 

clings to spider webs at dawn, apples ripen heavy on the bough, and borders 

blaze with the last great flourish of asters, sedums and dahlias before the 

season turns. 

Time to Tidy and Transition 
September is a month of transition, bridging 

summer's abundance and autumn's structure. 

Perennials that have finished flowering can be 

cut back, lifted and divided, while spent 

summer bedding makes way for winter and 

spring displays. Spring bulbs can go in now for 

a colourful show next year, and the vegetable 

patch still has plenty to offer, from ripening 

squash to late sowings of hardy salad leaves. 

It's a productive, satisfying time in the garden. 

Photo 
Dahlias will continue flowering 

until the first frost. 

Things to do: 
1. Cut back and divide overgrown perennials. 

2. Plant spring bulbs — save tulips until November. 

3. Harvest apples, pears, plums and ripe pumpkins. 

4. Sow hardy salad leaves, spinach and winter lettuce. 

5. Plant onion sets and cabbages; net against birds. 

6. Swap tired summer bedding for violas and wallflowers. 

7. Mow less often and raise the cutting height. 

8. Collect and save seeds before autumn winds scatter them. 

 Dry seeds should be stored in a paper bag/envelope, labelled with name and date 

9. Give the greenhouse a thorough end-of-season clean. 

10. Leave seedheads and windfalls for garden wildlife. 

As summer fades gently into autumn, every task now sets the stage for next 

year's blooms.  
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Horning Village Hall 
Music quiz, bingo and a murder mystery — all in aid of your Village Hall 

Work Party Success 

Our work party on 27th July 2026 was a huge success. Fifteen village members 

turned up and, between them, painted drainpipes, pressure-washed the 

sidewalls and eaves, scrubbed and cleaned 71 chairs, fixed the gutters, and 

painted various cupboards and the porch to the Mill Suite. Attendees sat down 

to a very upmarket ploughman's lunch, and by the end of the day the hall was 

looking like a bright new pin. Thank you to everybody who came along — we are 

extremely grateful for all the support. 

Music Quiz — 15th September 

Roll up, roll up! The next Music Quiz will be in the Village Hall on 15th 

September 2026, doors open 6:30 for 7:00pm. Our ever-popular Marky Mark 

presents another of his fabulous music quizzes in aid of the Village Hall, with all 

the usual razzmatazz. Wine and some beers, together with teas, coffees and 

some snacks, will be available from the café/bar. All proceeds go to the Village 

Hall. We are extremely grateful to Mark for his support and enthusiasm. 

Bingo — 30th September 

Doors open 7:00pm. £5 for 10 games — an evening of fun with Ralph Morris 

and his team. Refreshments available. 

Murder Mystery Evening — 3rd October 

Calling all amateur sleuths! HATS will be presenting a Murder Mystery Evening 

on 3rd October 2026 in the Village Hall, doors open 6:30 for 7:00pm. Tickets, 

£35 to include a three-course meal and a glass of wine, will be on sale from 

Tidings Newsagents, Lower Street, Horning, or from Christine Charles 

christinecharles170@gmail.com  from 1st September. Come along and put your 

detective skills to the test. 

Menu for the Evening 

Glass of Wine 

French onion soup or pâté 

Chicken in white wine sauce or vegetable lasagne 

Horning mess or cheesecake 

Coffee 
  

mailto:christinecharles170@gmail.com
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An Evening with Gilbert & Sullivan 
A Victorian dinner, period costume and much-loved songs 

with ENOS bringing the show to your table 

12th September 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for a dinner evening set to the background of some of the best-known 

songs and music of Gilbert & Sullivan. The evening will take the form of a 

Victorian dinner, with the performers from ENOS in period dress circulating 

among you, the guests, throughout the meal. 

Tickets 

Tickets are £35 each (to include a donation to Horning Village Hall and ENOS) 

and will be available from Tidings Newsagents or from Christine Charles at 

christinecharles170@gmail.com Ticket numbers are limited, so please book 

early to avoid disappointment. 

So if you want to dress up, feel free — but more importantly, come along to what 

should be a super evening. 

 

Menu for the Evening 
 

Glass of wine 

Vegetable soup -or- garlic mushrooms 

    Steak and ale pie -or- vegetable cottage pie 

Fruit salad -or- cheesecake 

Coffee 

Wine and some beers will be available from the bar. 

mailto:christinecharles170@gmail.com
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Regular Events Contacts 

  

Event Venue   Contact 

Horning Hub     Susie horninghub@yahoo.com   

Horning Village Hall Bookings bookings@horningvillagehall.org  

Neatishead, Barton Turf and 
District WI   

Sally 01692 630 753 

Tap Dancing                                         
(tap shoes available) 

HVH Pam 07585 628 874 

Zumba Gold                           
Tone Stretching and Release 

HVH Hayley 07714 767 111 

Horning Parish Council   Jo clerk@horningparishcouncil.gov.uk  

Badminton (Advanced) HVH Pauline paulinebourke21@icloud.com  

Ashmanhaugh Cricket Club   abwcc.events@gmail.com 

Bridge HVH Jim jim_fletcher@yahoo.com  

Tai Chi 
Preston 
Rooms 

Anne 
01603 784 874 

Garden Group 
Preston 
Rooms Hazel 01603 783 986 

Mah-jong Group 
Preston 
Rooms 

Carole 
01603 929 368 

Knitting Group 
Preston 
Rooms Jenny 01603 783 901 

Yoga                            
Mindfulness                       
Sound Therapy Gong bath 

HVH Jessica 
jessica@blissyoganorwich.co.uk                   
07501 303 546 

Pilates mat                                     
Pilates barre 

HVH Sue 
susanmroper@gmail.com                           
07835 945 142 

Horning Art Group Mill Suite Margaret    
margospringall@hotmail.co.uk 
  07857 124 856  

Cosy Café Mill Suite Thea horninghub@yahoo.com                        
01692 630 695 

Horning and District Flower 
Club   

Carole carolejswan45@gmail.com                   
01692 536 270 

Church Coffee Morning HVH Christine christine.hewitt@hotmail.co.uk                 
07866 305 999  

Horning Bowls Club                
and Short Mat Bowls   

Trish trishwish1@gmail.com                         
01692 630 194 

Ladies Lunch Club   Tricia 
ladieslunchclub@btinternet.com               
07931 301 606 

Horning School  Kerren 
office-horning@coastaltogether.co.uk    
01692 630 470 

mailto:horninghub@yahoo.com
mailto:bookings@horningvillagehall.org
mailto:clerk@horningparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:paulinebourke21@icloud.com
mailto:jim_fletcher@yahoo.com
mailto:jessica@blissyoganorwich.co.uk%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%2007501%20303%20546
mailto:jessica@blissyoganorwich.co.uk%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%2007501%20303%20546
mailto:susanmroper@gmail.com%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%2007835%20945%20142
mailto:susanmroper@gmail.com%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%2007835%20945%20142
mailto:horninghub@yahoo.com%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%2001692%20630%20695
mailto:horninghub@yahoo.com%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%2001692%20630%20695
mailto:carolejswan45@gmail.com%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%2001692%20536%20270
mailto:carolejswan45@gmail.com%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%2001692%20536%20270
mailto:christine.hewitt@hotmail.co.uk%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%2007866%20305%20999
mailto:christine.hewitt@hotmail.co.uk%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%2007866%20305%20999
mailto:trishwish1@gmail.com%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%2001692%20630%20194
mailto:trishwish1@gmail.com%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%2001692%20630%20194
mailto:ladieslunchclub@btinternet.com%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%2007931%20301%20606
mailto:ladieslunchclub@btinternet.com%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%2007931%20301%20606
mailto:office-horning@coastaltogether.co.uk%20%20%20%2001692%20630%20470
mailto:office-horning@coastaltogether.co.uk%20%20%20%2001692%20630%20470
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

For SMALL advertisements the rate for each insertion is £2.00 for each line. 
The cost of larger adverts varies on size. For more information 

please contact Jenny at 
hr-advertising@outlook.com 

 
Please note that all adverts are placed in good faith in this publication. The 
Editor suggests you take up references where applicable before engaging the 
services of any company or persons advertising in this publication. 

mailto:hr-advertising@outlook.com
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Colin The Plumber 
Colin Anderson 

 
I do all sorts of plumbing and 
heating!! 
 
Tel Colin on 07444610252 or 
01692670657 
Tel Nigel on 07990650331 – 
he is my son and mostly runs 
the business 

 

         
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
COMPUTERS                                                                                                        

Friendly IT Tuition and Support. Please 
call Jamie 07747-450776 

or jamienickerson@live.co.uk 
 

 
GLEAMING GUTTERS 

Gutter vacuum clearing and plastic 
washing. 

All outside cleaning 
undertaken,+ patios, paths, driveway 

pressure washing. 
Friendly, local, reliable service, contact 
Lance on 01603782112 / 07771363702 
 

 
 
 
 
 

PAINTING AND DECORATING 
Established 30 years, free quotes, Chris Ryan 01692 631194 / 07758 127983 

 
LOGS 

Logs for sale: barn stored, seasoned firewood, delivered locally. £190 a full load, 
£98 a half load. 07747-450776 or jamienickerson@live.co.uk 

 
RELIABLE LOCAL GARDENER 

Weeding, general maintenance, pruning and planting. Knowledgeable & friendly. 
Contact Doug 07742733965 

 
PLATTEN 

PEST CONTROL 
 

Rats, Mice, Moles, 
Wasps, Bees, Rabbits, Fox, etc 

 
24 HOUR SERVICE AVAILABLE 

 
Orchard Cottage, School Road       Tel/Fax: 

01692 631173 

Neatishead, Norwich NR12 8XN   Mobile: 

07711 391839 

mailto:jamienickerson@live.co.uk
mailto:jamienickerson@live.co.uk
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MICHELLE STEPHENS 
DECORATING 

BREATHE NEW LIFE INTO YOUR HOME 
 

Quality, efficient decorating in the 
Broadland area. 

 

References available 

07866726178  

www.mdec.me  
 

4 The Green, Tuttington 
 

           

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
            www.blissyoganorwich.co.uk 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TIDINGS 
NEWSAGENTS and 

POST OFFICE 
Horning Norwich NR12 8AA 

Tel: 01692 630956 
 

For All Your Needs -. 
Groceries,  Fruit & Veg,  

Confectionery, 
Newspapers,  Magazines, Medical, 

Ice Creams,  Frozen Food, 
Off Licence,  Lottery 

 

 
 

Wet Rooms, Kitchens and 
Bathrooms.            

 All plumbing, plastering,  
tiling and carpentry. 

Call 
ANTHONY HOWARD         

& SON 
07954 224216 

(Based in Barton Turf) 
 

http://www.mdec.me/
http://www.blissyoganorwich.co.uk/
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COUNTRY HOME HEATING 

   
 

Oil & Gas Boiler Servicing, 

Maintenance & Installation. 

  Fully Qualified 

Heating Engineer 

Since 1995. 
 

Tel: (01493) 749010 
countryhomeheating@btinternet.com 

 

ANDY PAYNE 
General small builder 

Traditional building and 

renovation  

brickwork – flint – plastering 

– fencing – tiling – decoration 

No job too small 

Home: 01603 737807 
Mobile: 07706 991443   

 

Marine electrician  

(35 years experience) 
 

Installation, fault finding, 

repairs and spares. Fully 

insured.  

 

 Please phone Steve on: 

07958 679118 
 

  

GARY FROSDICK 

BUILDING SERVICES 

 

Extensions 

Renovations 

Refurbishments 

Roofing 

Groundworks 

All building work undertaken 

 

Please call 01692 630633 

07931 765870 
  

NORFOLK MOBILE FOOT 

HEALTHCARE 

Richard Parnell 

Dip FH, MCFHP MAFHP, BSc Econ 

(Hons) 

Foot Health Practitioner 

-   Routine Foot Healthcare 
-  Diabetic Foot Care 
-  Corn And Callus Treatment 
-  Verrucae Treatment  

Caring For Your Feet In The  

Comfort Of Your Home 

Tel:  07766 167562           

 

 

 

mailto:countryhomeheating@btinternet.com
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DEFIBRILLATORS 
 

Village Hall, Mill Hill      NR12 8LF 

The New Inn, Lower Street      NR12 8PF 

Ferry Marina Reception Ferry Road   NR12 8PS 

Preston Rooms        NR12 8YN 

Tidings Newsagent, 31 Lower Street   NR12 8AA 
 

VILLAGE INFORMATION 
 
USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 
Doctors’ Surgery Hoveton        01603 782 155 

Doctor’s Surgery Ludham     01692 678 611 

Norfolk & Norwich Hospital       01603 286 286 

Cromer Hospital        01263 513 571 

NHS Help Line           111 – or visit www.nhs.uk  

WHBVCC Medical Appointment Transport        01603 784 455 

Norwich Practices Health Care (Walk in Centre), Rouen Road, Norwich – Open 
seven days a week.  Contact 01603 677500.  

Norfolk County Council      03448 008 020 

North Norfolk District Council     01263 513 811 

Veterinary Surgery Wroxham      01603 783 920 

Citizens Advice Bureau      03444 111 444 

Police non-emergency        101 

Samaritans          FREE PHONE 116123 

Norfolk Swift Response (Help at home)   0344 800 8020 - Option 1 

NSPCC         0808 800 5000 

Childline         0800 1111 

Family Lives        0808 800 2222 

National Domestic Violence     0808 2000 247 

Action on Elder Abuse      080 8808 8141 

 

http://www.nhs.uk/


36 
 

 
 
 
 
 


