20260809 Matt 14. 22-33 Stepping out of the boat. (Maisie’s baptism)
Water- Have you had a drink today? Anyone had a glass of water? Tea? Coffee? Juice? Milk on their cereal? 
So those versions of water are quite tame. What experiences of water that are not so tame have you had? Lake? Sea? Fjord? White water river rafting? 
They are much riskier. 
We are quite away from the sea, though we all know the sea can dangerous, the weather changes unexpectedly, and if any of you watch ‘Saving Lives at Sea’ you’ll know some of the rescues are with very experienced fishermen, kayakers, sailors. 
In this wonderfully weird gospel reading today, it’s worth remembering that just before this, it has been the feeding of the 5000, the disciples have just participated in this amazing event, they are buzzing.
Jesus has told them to get into the boat and he goes to a mountain on his own, to pray.  He needs time away. Remember, John the Baptist has been killed, so he’s very aware he could be next. 
They are in the boat. It is dark, the wind picks up, the waves are battering the sides of their boat. Some of the disciples are experienced fishermen and they are terrified. 
And along comes someone, it’s a ghost! And it’s Jesus. It is I!
And then Peter, in recognition of Jesus, asks Jesus if he can walk to him on the water. 
What is Peter doing, surely it’s safer in the boat, right? 
Here’s what I think, I don’t think Peter is showing off, this is recognising that in Jesus, there is so much more, incredible things and we’ve barely scratched the surface of and he wants some of that, it is amazing and exciting.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  https://www.workingpreacher.org/podcasts/1096-eleventh-sunday-after-pentecost-august-9-2026] 

As Peter sinks, and is frightened, Jesus takes his hand and says, ‘you of little faith’,
Now that sounds like a rebuke, where did your faith go Peter? 
But it’s more compassionate than that. If we think of faith as a verb, imagine Jesus saying, ‘you of little faithing’ this is the life of faith and you’re only just beginning, these are baby steps, you’re just getting the hang of this. You’re gonna be ok with me.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.workingpreacher.org/podcasts/1096-eleventh-sunday-after-pentecost-august-9-2026] 

If I ask you, and you don’t have to say it, just think about this, what is the lesson that has most shaped who you are, the one that lives in your body, that changed how you move through the world?
And then consider, whether you learned that lesson in a time of ease? [footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-19/commentary-on-matthew-1422-33-7] 

More often than not, it is in the stormy times, we’re out there, we see the strong wind and we’re sinking. 
[Today, we’ve gathered in church and it’s Maisie’s baptism, she’s just beginning this wild ride of life, the water in the font is not going to be so stormy, she’s taking baby steps in her faithing.]
[For the rest of us,] We are in the boat, if we look up, the church shape is like the body of a boat, it’s called the nave, from the Latin word navis, meaning ship. It’s the same root word for the Navy, it’s about boats. 
We are all in the boat, but we going to step out of the boat, into the unknown, at times scary, choppy waters, but this is our growth in faithing, that Jesus is talking about. He’s talked many times about the small making a huge difference, the mustard seed, the yeast. 
These times of learning, growing, faith developing, they come through the storms, they come when we think we are failing, they come when we deeply regret we took a step out of the boat. 
Yet Jesus, asks us, like he said to Peter, Come! It’s an invitation, it’s almost playful, come!
Peter sees something amazing and wants to do this too, and this is us, we’re of little faithing and that is OK! That’s what we’re meant to do!
When we leave this boat-church today, you’ll be stepping out onto the waves, so no matter how uncomfortable or frightened we feel, Jesus’ is right there with us. As William H. Willamon succinctly stated ‘The story today implies if you want to be close to Jesus, you have to venture forth out on the sea, you have to trust his promises, through risk and venture.’[footnoteRef:4] [4:  https://day1.org/weekly-broadcast/5d9b820ef71918cdf20025fe/how_you_will_know_if_its_jesus] 

You will get wet, Maisie, you are certainly going to get wet today and with your life with Jesus, but just think, what a weird and wonder-filled adventure, your faithing stepping onto the water, and Jesus’ invitation, Come! 
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