The Benefice of Chew Valley East

Morning Prayer for Sunday 23 August 2026,
The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity

If you wish to join in the service, then the words in bold are to be said together.
Please join in with the Psalms and Canticles by reciting each one in its entirety.

Preparation
O Lord, open our lips
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Blessed are you, creator of all,

to you be praise and glory for ever.

As your dawn renews the face of the earth
bringing light and life to all creation,

may we rejoice in this day you have made;

as we wake refreshed from the depths of sleep,
open our eyes to behold your presence

and strengthen our hands to do your will,

that the world may rejoice and give you praise.
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God for ever.

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us;
let us pray with one heart and mind.

Silence is kept.

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,

so may the light of your presence, O God,

set our hearts on fire with love for you;
now and for ever. Amen.

The Word of God

Psalm 124
'Tf the Lord himself had not been on our side, ¢
now may Israel say;

?If the Lord had not been on our side, ¢
when enemies rose up against us;

3Then would they have swallowed us alive ¢
when their anger burned against us;

*Then would the waters have overwhelmed us
and the torrent gone over our soul; ¢
over our soul would have swept the raging waters.



But blessed be the Lord ¢
who has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.

%Our soul has escaped
as a bird from the snare of the fowler; ¢
the snare is broken and we are delivered.

’Our help is in the name of the Lord, ¢
who has made heaven and earth.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen.

First Reading: Romans 12:1-8

'T appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may
discern what is the will of God — what is good and acceptable and perfect. *For by the grace
given to me [ say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you
ought to think, but to think with sober judgement, each according to the measure of faith that
God has assigned. *For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members
have the same function, °>so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we
are members one of another. *We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us:
prophecy, in proportion to faith; ‘ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; ®the
exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate,
in cheerfulness.

Canticle

Splendour and majesty are yours, O God;
you are exalted as head over all.

Blessed are you, God of Israel, for ever and ever, ¢
for yours is the greatness, the power,
the glory, the splendour and the majesty.

Everything in heaven and on earth is yours; ¢
yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head over all.

3Riches and honour come from you 4
and you rule over all.

*In your hand are power and might; ¢
yours it 1s to give power and strength to all.

>And now we give you thanks, our God, ¢
and praise your glorious name.

SFor all things come from you, ¢
and of your own have we given you. | Chronicles 29.10b-13, 14b



Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen.

Splendour and majesty are yours, O God;
you are exalted as head over all.

Second Reading: Matthew 16:13-20

3When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?” '*And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but others
Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” "He said to them, ‘But who do you
say that I am?’ '°Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’
7And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has
not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. '3 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this
rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 1T will give
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” *°Then he sternly ordered
the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

Responsory

Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead

And Christ shall give you light.

You have died and your life is hid with Christ in God.

Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead.

Set your minds on things that are above,

not on things that are on the earth.

And Christ shall give you light.

When Christ our life appears you will appear with him in glory.
Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead,

and Christ shall give you light. from Colossians 3

Gospel Canticle: Benedictus
You have raised up for us a mighty Saviour,
born of the house of your servant David.

Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, ¢
who has come to his people and set them free.

’He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, ¢
born of the house of his servant David.

3Through his holy prophets God promised of old ¢
to save us from our enemies, from the hands of all that hate us,

*To show mercy to our ancestors, ¢
and to remember his holy covenant.



>This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham: ¢
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

SFree to worship him without fear, ¢
holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life.

’And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, ¢
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

8To give his people knowledge of salvation ¢
by the forgiveness of all their sins.

’In the tender compassion of our God ¢
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

19T o shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, ¢
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. Luke 1.68-79

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen.

You have raised up for us a mighty Saviour,
born of the house of your servant David.

Intercessions
To the words: Generous God, we thank you for your gifts:
Please respond: Help us to use them well.

Let us pray for the church;

ourselves, who, though we are many,
form one body, united with Christ

and empowered with the different gifts
allotted to each one of us by God’s grace.

We pray for those with the gift of inspired utterance;

for preachers, prophets, the experienced and the wise,

for...

Generous God, we thank you for your gifts: Help us to use them well.

We pray for those with the gift of administration;

for stewards, treasurers, ministers,

for...

Generous God, we thank you for your gifts: Help us to use them well.

We pray for those with the gift of teaching;

for Sunday School/Junior Church, youth and house-group leaders,

for...

Generous God, we thank you for your gifts: Help us to use them well.



We pray for those with the gift of counselling;

for pastoral visitors, ministers, those who listen,

for...

Generous God, we thank you for your gifts: Help us to use them well.

We pray for ourselves:

that we may give without grudging;

lead with enthusiasm;

and care for others cheerfully.

Generous God, we thank you for your gifts: Help us to use them well.

In the name of Jesus, God’s greatest gift of all. Amen.

Collect

God of constant mercy,

who sent your Son to save us:

remind us of your goodness,

increase your grace within us,

that our thankfulness may grow,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Rejoicing in God’s new creation,

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
. . Text copyright © The Archbishops' Council of the
Give us today our daily bread. Church of England, 2000-2005,

Forgive us our sins The Bible readings (other than the psalms) are
as we forgive those who sin against us. from The New Revised Standard Version Anglicized
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and the glory are yours

now and for ever. Amen.

Conclusion
The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil,
and keep us in eternal life. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



