Weddings at Holy Cross Church

Congratulations! We are excited to hear that you are planning to get married and would love to be a special part of your day.  

Please find below some of the information that should help you to make initial plans for your wedding at Holy Cross.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.  Once we have completed the identity checks and paperwork the wedding is booked into the church calendar.

Qualifying Connections
In order to get married in Holy Cross church you must have a qualifying connection.  You only need to meet one of these criteria and some can apply to your parents too.  
· You have lived in the parish for longer than 6 months (at any time in your life.)
· You were baptised or confirmed at Holy Cross Church
· Attended Holy Cross Church regularly for at least six months
· Your parents or grandparents were married in the church
If you are struggling to work out which one of these applies we can help work it out.  If you don’t have a connection, it is easy to create one, just attend a service at least once a month for six months.

Banns	In order to get married at Holy Cross church you will need to have the banns read at the parish church of your home address and at Holy Cross.  This may mean you have to have the banns read in more than one church.  This must be completed at least 4 weeks before the wedding.

Fees for 2026
Marriage Service		£566
Banns at Holy Cross  		£59  

There are other optional fees to pay to cover costs of musicians, heating etc. The fees for the wedding do not need to be paid until the week of the wedding, there is no deposit required to secure the date.

ID needed	By law, we need to keep a full record of your identities.  So, we will need to check and take a copy of your passport and/or driving licence for our records.  If you don’t have these documents there are other documents we can use.

Non-UK Citizens	It is possible for non- UK citizens to get married in at Holy Cross church but we need to do different checks and involve the local registrar.  If this applies to you, please let us know in plenty of time.

Wedding Record	At your wedding service, we will complete a Marriage Record.  This is posted to the local registry office at Horsham.  They then enter the details of your marriage on to a national database.  After 21 days they then then issue wedding certificates direct to you by post.  These ae £11 per copy.   It is essential that you order these via this website:

Photography and Recording	Photographers are welcome to come and take pictures we ask that they always talk to the person taking the service before it starts.
Video/digital recording – if you wish to record your service in any form, there is an additional fee, please speak to your clergy person for more information.

Wedding Rehearsal	It is the normal practice a day or two before the wedding to have a rehearsal in church with the clergy person who is conducting your wedding.  This rehearsal will last about an hour and will give you the opportunity to walk through the marriage service from start to end.  

Parking	There will be parking in the church car park.  Please discourage your guests from parking in the pub car park unless they are planning to stop for a drink first.

Timing 	To ensure your service runs well and to help us as a church, please can you make every effort to be on time for your wedding. 

Confetti	Biodegradable confetti/rose petals may be thrown in the church garden and car park but not inside the church.  

Associate Vicar 	Rev'd Dave Green 
Email: vicar@holycrossnorthbersted.org.uk
Call:    07593576839
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