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Parish Announcements 
 

Update 
 

 
Church Service at Streatley - Sunday at 9.30 am 

 
Church Service at Parish Centre - Sunday at 11.15 am 

 
Parish Centre Service - Wednesday 10.15 am 

 
Private prayer - by arrangement only 
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September 2026 
 

The letter this month comes from Bishop Andrew who will be installed on 19 September 

2026 

 

Dear Friends 

 

Greetings from Wiltshire! Rebecca and I are still here, in our final preparations for removal 

to St Albans, deep in decisions about books, bedding, and the many maddening items we 

must decide whether to keep or discard. Our Lord’s instruction that ‘one’s life does not 

consist in the abundance of worldly possessions’ feels like an important reminder, as we 

cram them precariously into the vans that will shortly shuttle up the M4. 

 

We are so ready to be with you, I might say. In these weeks since my Confirmation of 

Election as your new bishop, I have been getting ready in various ways - one of which has 

been reading John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress. I remember the story from a parish 

weekend in Knebworth fifty years ago, when we painted pictures and acted out scenes 

from the tale – Vanity Fair, the Slough of Despond, and so on. Only recently did I learn how 

many of Bunyan’s locations were drawn, naturally enough, from the Bedfordshire 

landscape he knew by heart, around Elstow Abbey, where he was Christened.   

 

I love the idea of grounding our route to heaven in the places we know on earth, which fills 

our ordinary world with potential for encounter with God. This was Jacob’s realisation in 

the desert, back into the mists of Old Testament history, when he awakes from a dream to 

exclaim ‘God is in this place, and I knew it not’. Thereafter, not only does he know God 

better, but he knows the place better, too: naming it ‘Bethel’ - the house of God, and the 

gate of heaven. 

 

Wherever you are today while reading this, my prayer is that you will find the Lord God to 

be there too: calling you - like Christian, Bunyan’s traveller - towards the heavenly city. We 

are greatly looking forward to joining you on that journey and hope to see many of you in 

St Albans Cathedral in September, for my installation service. Until then, please know I 

pray for you and hopefully we’ll fit everything useful into the van, and leave the needless 

things behind! God bless you. 

 

Bishop Andrew 
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St Margaret’s 
Church, Streatley  

 

From the Registers 
 

Baptism 

2nd August         Georgia Heather-Jane Harrison 

 

Marriage 
8th August      Blessing of Marriage    Laura and David Hutton 

 

Funerals and Cremation 
16th July                Funeral Valerie Norget 
5th August        Cremation Barbara Pattenden  
26th August       Funeral Kenneth Pugh 
28th August       Funeral Andrew Stephenson 

 
 

Tower Light Sponsorship 

 

To celebrate or commemorate a special occasion, please contact Pam Hooker by 1st  of the previous 
month, via email Pam.norm1@gmail.com  Sponsorship £5 per week. 
 

Altar Sponsorship 
 
   

 
Would you like to sponsor flowers for the Altar pedestal to celebrate a special occasion such as a birthday, wedding, 
anniversary, christening, or any other celebration or may be in memory of a loved one?   There is a record of 
sponsorship in a book on the chest in the Cross Aisle in Church and as a token of thanks you will receive a 
commemorative card with a photograph.    If you are interested, please contact Brenda on 01582 575 620 who will 
be happy to discuss your needs. 
 

mailto:pam.norm1@gmail.com
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CHURCH CALENDAR - SEPTEMBER 
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The Services at St Margaret’s – Are you on Duty? 

 

6th September 09.30 Parish Communion  

Trinity 14 Reader Judy Seymour 

 Sidesperson Rod Giles 

 Intercessions Paul Ingram 

 Coffee Brenda Daniells, Jan Williams 

   

13th September 09.30 Parish Communion 

Trinity 15 Reader Jan Williams 

 Sidesperson Ray Harrison 

 Intercessions Teresa Dales 

 Coffee Judy Seymour, Maureen Ingram 

   

20th September 09.30 Parish Communion with Bishop Richard 

Trinity 16 Reader Alan Williams 

 Sidesperson Ray Harrison 

 Intercessions Julia Godino 

 Coffee Carol Hodges, Wendy Dyer 

 Cleaning Jan & Alan Williams 

   

27th September 09.30 Parish Communion 

Trinity 17 Reader Ray Harrison 

 Sidesperson Tony Baines 

 Intercession Linda Stephenson 

 Coffee Val Blewitt, Linda Stephenson, Jan Williams 

   

 Laundry Val Grainger 
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Hymn of the month:   September 
 

“I  vow to Thee my country all earthly things above.”  
 
We will soon be enjoying  “The Last Night of the Proms” when in days gone by, 
thousands of people would be lustily singing “I vow to thee my country 
…………………………. the service of my love” (it’s not always included nowadays). 
It is a famous patriotic hymn sung at ceremonial occasions, including 
Remembrance Day services. 
 
The words were written between 1908 and 1912, by a diplomat, Cecil Spring Rice, 
who was deeply affected by the “noise of battle, the  thunder of guns  and the loss 
of life”. He wanted to concentrate on themes of sacrifice and of love. 
 
The first verse describes how a Christian owes his loyalties to his homeland. 
 

“The love that never falters, the love that pays the price 
 The love that makes undaunted the final sacrifice.” 

 
In the second verse his loyalties are to the heavenly kingdom. 
 

“And there ’s another country I ’ve heard of long ago, 
   Most dear to them that love her, most great to them that know” 

 
Several years after it was written, and after the death of C S Rice, Gustav Holst 
adapted a melody from “Jupiter“ in his “Planets Suite”  to fit the words.  The tune is 
known as  “Thaxted”, the name of the village where Holst lived. It was first performed 
in 1921 and became the school song of St Paul ’s School where Holst taught. 
 
The final lines are based on the book of Proverbs and refer to  “Wisdom“ when 
speaking of  “Her.” 
 

“Her ways are ways of gentleness, and all her paths are peace.” 
 
 
 
Barbara Donaldson. 
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CHURCHWARDENS’ NEWS 
 
Summer has been a very busy time, more so than usual.  The new Area Dean Jairo Nyaongo 
came in July and August to officiate Holy Communion at the Wednesday morning service 
in the Parish Centre. He has also agreed to come again in September. Jairo also officiated 
the baptism of Georgia Harrison in church. 
 
A key lock box has been put up at the church in time for the inspection of the church by 
our insurers, Ecclesiastical. We are pleased to report no issues were identified requiring 
necessary action. A fire risk assessment has been completed using their template and will 
be presented to the PCC for approval. 
 
Several applications for grants have been made and we await the meetings and decisions 
of the Trusts as to whether or not we have been successful to enable the repairs to the 
exterior of the church identified during the Quinquennial Report to be performed. 
 
The dead cherry tree has been removed, which required a faculty from the Diocese, and 
was organised by Rob Prew. It was important to get this completed as quickly as possible 
due to potential safety issues.  
 
The refurbishment at the Vicarage is underway and is going well. This will allow the Diocese 
to rent short term but also provide a lovely home to help attract a new vicar to the parish.  
 
Measures have to be taken to control the amount of water being used at the allotments. 
Thanks to the hot weather and lack of rain, the allotment users have to use metred water 
to have successful crops. An acceptable programme has to be developed to stay within the 
budget available. A meeting has been called in an attempt to find a solution. 
 
We are trying very hard to maintain the usual services of the church but unfortunately on 
a couple of occasions we have had to cancel the Sunday morning services at the Parish 
Centre. This has only happened at the request of the visiting minister due to time 
constraints or other commitments.  
 
The search for a new vicar will again be underway when the advertisements go live again 
at the end of August. Hopefully this time we will be successful in finding a suitable 
candidate. 
 
Flyers for the open church on 12th September for Bike and Hike have been designed and 
will be circulated around the village of Streatley. The opportunity will be available between 
10 am and 4 pm to play the organ and ring the bells. We will also have refreshments 
available. 
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martinsmithmotors@gmail.com 
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CROSSWORD 
 

 

 
Across 

1   ‘Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders — in vain’ (Psalm 127:1) (6) 

4   Season of the year (Psalm 84:6) (6) 

7   ‘My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. — here and keep 

watch with me’ (Matthew 26:38) (4) 

8   It came over the whole land from the sixth to the ninth hour on the first Good 

Friday (Luke 23:44) (8) 

9   Paul invariably did this in the synagogues he visited on his missionary 

journeys (Acts 17:2) (8) 

13  ‘It is God who works in you to will and to — according to his good purpose’ 

(Philippians 2:13) (3) 

16  Members of the Church of Scotland (13) 

17  ‘Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountain side and — down’ 

(Matthew 5:1) (3) 

19  Mock (Luke14:29)(8) 

24  Disgrace(Psalm44:13)(8) 
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25  First month of the Hebrew calendar (Exodus13:4)(4) 

26  Christianity of the Britons before Augustine arrived from Rome(6) 

27  Mean (Numbers 35:23)(6) 

 

Down 

1   ‘Whoever finds his life will — it’ (Matthew 10:39) (4) 

2   ‘My lord the king, let the — — on me and on my father’s family, and let the 

king and his throne be without guilt’ (2 Samuel 14:9) (5,4) 

3   O raid (anag.) (5) 

4   ‘If two of you on earth — about anything you ask for, it will be done for you 

by my Father in heaven’ (Matthew 18:19) (5) 

5   Take care of (1 Samuel 17:15) (4) 

6   What the older son heard as he came near the house the day his prodigal 

brother came home (Luke 15:25) (5) 

10  ‘Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought,but rather think of 

yourself with — judgment’ (Romans 12:3) (5) 

11  Do ten(anag.)(5) 

12  Architectural-style first used in Greek temples in the sixth century BC (5) 

13  Capable of being used (1Kings7:36) (9) 

14  ‘Each one should — his own actions’(Galatians 6:4)(4) 

15  Among the items imported by Solomon’s fleet of trading ships (1 Kings 10:22) 

(4) 

18  ‘But I am afraid that just —— was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your 

minds may somehow be led astray’ (2 Corinthians 11:3) (2,3) 

20  Outstanding 18th-century hymn writer, — Watts(5) 

21  One of the four sons of Asher(Genesis46:17)(5) 

22  Be distressed (Proverbs24:19)(4) 

23  He was the father of Gaal, who threatened rebellion against Abimelech 

(Judges 9:28) (4) 
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If anyone has spare wool which 

might be used by the blanket 

knitters, can you please pass it to  

 

Val Blewitt 

01582 662544 

 

Thanks 
 

St Margaret’s Church, 

Streatley Parish Centre   

Lucas Gardens 

LU3 4BG 

 

07500 537 758  
Rooms for Hire 

Main Hall   

 

Monday to Friday 

Saturdays up to 6 pm 

£18.00 per hour 

 

Kitchen 

 

At all times 

£5.00 per booking 

 

Committee Room 

 

At all times 

£9.00 per hour 
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ST MARGARET’S LADIES’ GUILD PROGRAMME 

 

2026 
 
 

10th September  The Patterned Path to Freedom - Kay Goddard 
 
8th October                        Julia Godino - Vietnam Visit 
 
12th November                  Leslie Robertson - India Talk (part 2) 
     (previously planned for January) 
 
10th December                  Christmas Meal 
 
New members always welcome.  Please contact Judy on 01582 883308 or any 
Committee member - Maureen Ingram, Kathy Rutherford, Pat Wren, Anne Beard. 
Sandra Hylton, and Janet Willison 
 
The LADIES’ GUILD meets from 2.30 - 4.30 p.m. on 2nd Thursday in the month at The 
Parish Centre, Lucas Gardens 
 

         

LADIES’ GUILD       
 

Report for PCC - 6th July 2026 
 
 
Ladies’ Guild meets every 2nd Thursday at the Parish Centre from 2.30 - 4.30       
 
Our next meeting on 9th July will be Afternon Tea which will be followed by a Quilting 
Demonstration by Kay Goddard. 
    
Our August meeting is on 13th and the speaker will be Bill Hamilton on Good 
News/Bad News.  Bill is a former journalist and broadcaster and an excellent speaker    
This meeting will be open to all husbands, friends and any non-members who might 
like to come along    The cost will be £2 for which you get tea/coffee and a biscuit. 
 
Hope to see some of you there. 
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St Margaret’s Ladies’ Guild 
 

July 2026 meeting 
 
On the hottest day of the year so far we enjoyed a lovely afternoon tea followed 
by a very interesting talk by Kay Goddard about the history of quilting.  
Unfortunately, I was not aware of this story and failed to take notes as I was so 
interested in following her talk - so I apologise to Kay. 
 
During the 1800s, quilting was apparently originally used as codes using shapes.   
Many slaves were shackled and tried to escape to Canada - many were shot as 
they fled.   Others who were lucky managed to leave these codes on trees telling 
people to go left or right etc.  Kay did tell us how we could use any pieces of 
material to do quilting and then showed us one she had made (see photo). 
 
Kay is coming again in September and I will definitely be taking notes.  
 

 
 
Sad news - Barbara Pattenden – a member for many years and Committee 
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Member until this May’s AGM - sadly passed away on 8th July.   Barbara will be 
much missed as she always had lots of input into what the speakers were talking 
on and she always got involved in the Christmas entertainment.   Thank you, 
Barbara, for all you gave to Ladies’ Guild.   RIP. 

 
 
 
 

St Margaret’s Ladies’ Guild 
 

August 2026 
 
On 13th August - the hottest day of the year - maybe the century - we welcomed 
David Longman who had kindly stepped in for Bill Hamilton who is undergoing 
major heart surgery and we wish him well. 
 
13 members and 3 guests braved the heat to hear David tell us the story of the 
Bayeux Tapestry and what an interesting story it was.    If like me, you just 
associated the Tapestry as depicting the Battle of Hastings 1066, I can now 
assure you that there was much more involved and all very interesting.  David a 
former History teacher who has visited the tapestry at the Bayeux Museum in 
France on 5 occasions was really able to share his knowledge with us. 
 
The tapestry has been housed in France for nearly 100 years and President 
Macron was reluctant to let us have it but due to restoration work needing to 
be done he finally agreed, with huge security checks and it being insured for 
£800,000,000,  it will be at the British Museum in London for 8 months and the 
first release of tickets for us to view at £33 were quickly taken up - more to be 
released in October. 

The tapestry is 70 metres long and 70 centimetres high - they are done on 9 
linen panels although the first 2 do not join together very well.   The pictures 
contain 623 men, 190 horses, 37 ships, 35 dogs and 3 women.   The first woman 
is Queen Edith, wife of Edward the Confessor, second a Saxon lady with her son 
and finally Aelfgyva  - named but not much known about her – thought she 
might have been part of a scandal at the time.    It is thought to be a work of 
propaganda and shows the viewpoint of the Normans.  It is thought to have 
been sewn by Anglo-Saxon women, who were excellent seamstresses. It was 
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commissioned by Bishop Odo - half-brother of William.   It was embellished in 
a new museum in Normandy but disappeared from the 15th to 18th century. 

In 1064, Edward the Confessor who was married to Edith, daughter of Earl 
Godwin of Wessex, but they had no children.   So thoughts turned to whom 
would succeed Edward.   His chief nobleman and fixer was Harold Godwinson, 
Edith’s brother, who was given the task to appoint a successor. 

He was sent to meet William Duke of Normandy and although he prayed in 
Bosham Church for a safe crossing of the English Channel the boat was blown 
off course and Harold was captured by Guy Ponthieu’s men.   Eventually he 
meets William and tells him why he is in Normandy and Brittany and he joins 
William’s army.   Harold actually rescues some of William’s men from the 
quicksand - they are captured in Renner and end up in Dinan.     William needs 
Harold on his side as he is a great soldier and Harold swears a sacred oath of 
loyalty to Duke William.  Harold tells King Edward about his adventures.   On 5th 
January 1066, King Edward dies and is buried in Westminster Abbey.   Harold 
then claims Edward wanted him to be King, so he is crowned. 

However, spies from England arrive in Normandy to tell William of Harold’s 
betrayal.  So William then orders an invasion fleet to be made ready to take 
England by force.   Then so much action took place with Harold Hardrada, joint 
King of Norway, who had been stuck in France getting involved.  So much 
happens but the actual Battle of Hastings commenced at 9 am on 10th October.  
The Saxons fought on foot with shields challenging the Normans who were on 
horses.   William held up his helmet to show he was alive.  Normans turned and 
broke through the Saxon lines.   It is claimed and heard by many that Harold was 
struck in the eye but there is no evidence and is believed to be an 18th century 
story.  Saxons defeated - so William and his men advanced to London for his 
coronation which took place on 25th December 1066.   

It is believed there maybe 2 panels missing which would complete the story.  
There is a museum in Reading which displays a similar copy with a few 
noticeable changes. 

I had no idea what caused the Battle but now feel much more knowledgeable 
about it all.   

Thank you, David. 
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CARE COMMITTEE    
 

Report for PCC - 6th July 2026 
 
We held a very successful fun evening in May with our Beetle Drive.   It was 
good to welcome a number of new players.    The evening raised £400 which 
went to the church. 
 
Our next big event will be the Harvest Lunch on Sunday, 4th October at the Parish 
Centre.    This year we will be having a 3-course lunch prepared by one of the 
younger members of our church - Abigail Godino - and I hope you will all come 
and support this event.   The menu is looking very good.    The charity is yet to 
be chosen,    
 
Most Sundays after church we serve coffee and for 3 months all donations go 
to a charity.  For the next 3 months it will go to Motor Neurone Disease.   If 
anyone has a special Charity they would like us to support, please tell Judy or 
Brenda Daniells. 
 
We are very short on Committee members if anyone feels able to join us again 
speak to Judy or Brenda.   We only meet about 3 times a year. 
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STREATLEY VILLAGE HALL 
Available for hire 

 

Wedding Receptions 

Family Parties 

Small Business Meetings 

 

Seats 60 

Good Kitchen 

Disabled Access and Toilet 

 

Bar by arrangement 

book online at 

www.streatleyvillagehall.co.uk 

CROSSWORD ANSWERS 

 

ACROSS: 1, Labour. 4, Autumn. 7, 

Stay. 8, Darkness. 9, Reasoned. 13, 

Act. 16, Presbyterians. 17, Sat. 19, 

Ridicule. 24, Reproach. 25, Abib. 26, 

Celtic. 27, Intend.  

 

DOWN:1,Lose. 2,Blamerest. 

3,Radio .4,Agree. 5,Tend. 6,Music. 

10, Sober. 11, Noted. 12, Doric. 13, 

Available. 14, Test. 15, Apes. 18, As 

Eve. 20, Isaac. 21, Ishvi. 22, Fret. 23, 

Ebed. 

 
 

http://www.streatleyvillagehall.co.uk/
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TINKERBELL’S GELS 

STREATLEY VILLAGE 

 

HANDS AND FEET NEED A 

TREAT? 

LET ME HELP YOU KEEP THEM 

NEAT AND SWEET 

 

Manicures, Pedicures, Shellec Gel 

and much more 

 

For prices and booking please ring: 

Kim on 07947 216642 
 

 

 
 
 

DEADLINE FOR OCTOBER 2026 PROCLAMATION 

 

Tuesday 2 SEPTEMBER 

                   
but earlier if possible, please. 

 

Please send usual/potential contributions to 

 

magazine.stmargarets.streatley@gmail.com. 

 

I would be grateful to receive contributions, where possible, in Word. 

 

Thanks, Cathy Aizlewood 

 
 
 

mailto:magazine.stmargarets.streatley@gmail.com.
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Thursday Coffee 

Morning 

You are invited to come along to 

 

The Parish Centre for coffee or tea on 

a  

Thursday morning 

 

10 am to 11 am 

 

We could also use some help on a once a 

month basis to make the coffee.  Please 

drop in and offer! 

 

magazine.stmargarets.streatley@gmail.com 

 

 

PC and Mac Professional 
 

Available for troubleshooting, repair and 
advice. 

 
No call out fee - home and business visits 

 

Call Tony on 

 
01582 458 353 

 
or 
 

07792 653 264 

 

K J PLASTERING 
 

All types of work undertaken. 

 

Quality finish guaranteed. 

 

Free estimates. 

 

Please contact Kieran on: 

 

01582 584 063 (Home) 

07717 452 674 (Mobile) 
 

mailto:magazine.stmargarets.streatley@gmail.com
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PWP PLUMBING 
For all your heating 

and plumbing 

problems 
Contact Paul Wilson 

 

07580 045 385 

 

 
 

 
 

mailto:PWPLUMBING@Live.co.uk
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CHURCH DIRECTORY 

 

 
Vicar – Currently in vacancy   

Reader Teresa Dales   

Officers 
Lay Chair PCC Julia Godino  01582 883896 

Church Wardens Wendy Dyer  01582 536589 

 Julia Godino  01582 883896 

Secretary Jane Jenkins secretary.stmargarets.streatley@gmail.com  

Treasurer Colin Hunt treasurer.stmargarets.streatley@gmail.com 07880 361103 

Sacristan Carol Hodges  01582 659798 

Verger John Weedon  O1582 616070 

Chairs of Committees 
CARE Committee  care.stmargarets.streatley@gmail.com  

Parish Centre Julia Godino  01582 883896 

Parish Centre- Treasurer Alison King stmpctreasurer@gmail.com  

Parish Centre- Secretary Maxine Jones stmpcsecretary@gmail.com  

Pastoral Team 

Safeguarding Officer Carol Moody carolmoody1961@hotmail.co.uk 07927 651615 

    

Leaders of Organisations 
Choir Barbara Donaldson  01525 877790 

Ladies Guild Judy Seymour  01582 883308 

Youth Club  Currently suspended  

Cleaning Carol Hodges  01582 659798 

Flowers Brenda Daniells  01582 575620 

Laundry Judy Seymour  01582 883308 

Tower Lighting 

(Sponsorship) 

Pam Hooker pam.norm1@gmail.com  

Magazine (Treasurer) Paul Ingram  01582 508273 

Magazine (Ads/Editor)  magazine.stmargarets.streatley@gmail.com  

Website  stmargaretschurchstreatley.org.uk  

Deanery Synod Representatives 
 Colin Hunt  07880361103 

 Vacancy Volunteer required  

The Friends of Streatley Church 
Chair Julia Godino  01582 883896 

Secretary Paul Ingram  01582 508273 

Treasurer Maureen Ingram  01582 508273 

    

Parish Centre Booking   07500 537758 

 
 

 
 

 


