Our Good God – Hamstreet July 2026
Romans 8:1-11
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
May the words of my lips …..
It is a joy to be with you this morning, in my new role as deacon and assistant curate in the benefice, and I look forward to continuing to serve the church here at Hamstreet. My ordination on Saturday was a deeply spiritual experience, and I was very grateful for the generous support of the many people who attended. 
I went on retreat before my ordination, and for two days it was a silent retreat. Those who know me well thought that I would really struggle with being silent for a prolonged period of time, but I was confident that it would be a wonderful opportunity to spend time with God, and so it proved to be. 
Some of the other ordinands were a bit apprehensive, and I offered to sit with one who was quite anxious about it. We spent quite a bit of time sitting outside in the sunshine and when necessary, moving into the shade, as the weather was glorious. We were with each other, but we did not need to talk to each other. Geoff had recommended a book about being a deacon, and I spent some time really reading and studying it, although I did not read it all. It is on my to do list to finish it. That gift of time to read, ponder, and write down my thoughts in a new notebook that I had bought for the occasion (I love a new notebook!), was very precious. 
God is good. 
The ordination was very special, and a lot of my family, including my brother who came from Bicester for the day, were there. There were also friends from school and friends who have walked my journey with me, although my friend from Birmingham was unable to attend because it was her son’s wedding that day, poor excuse!!! She was also very disappointed that I could not attend the wedding! We had a gathering after the service and time with special people is always such a gift. The children gave me this Canterbury Cross to celebrate the occasion. 
God is good. 
On Tuesday a few of us went to see Val. I am sure that I am not the only one who misses her lovely hugs and smiles. It was a real joy to see her new home and spend some time with her.
God is good. 
How many of you enjoy gardening? I have to confess that I don’t mind doing it, but I don’t like it to be too hot, or too cold! I am definitely a fair-weather gardener, and my knowledge is certainly limited. 
This morning we have the parable of the Sower. I am sure that we are all familiar with the story, which is in the third of five specific groups of teaching in Matthew’s Gospel. This particular set of teaching comes about halfway through the Gospel. The overarching story of Matthew’s Gospel is about sharing the good news, but the previous two chapters of Matthew highlight the growing divisions that Jesus’ teaching was creating, a division between the people who were responding to Jesus’ message and the people who were rejecting Jesus’ message. 
The parable of the Sower picks up on this division, and we have the parable being preached to crowds of people. The parable of the Sower is one of the parables about building God’s kingdom, and these parables reflect on how different people respond to God’s word. Parables can be interpreted in different ways, but Jesus often explains the purpose of them afterwards, if only to the disciples on some occasions such as today. I would like to take a slightly different approach to the parable of the Sower this morning, as I think that some of the verses that are part of the parable are often ignored.  
We often focus on the explanation, the types of soil on which the seed is sown, looking at interpretations of the different ground on which the seed is scattered, and the things which get in the way of the seed reaching its full potential, both at the time of Jesus and in our own lives today. We focus on the miraculous yields at the end, remembering that 
God is good.
However, we often gloss over the first part of our reading, which tells us that Jesus leaves the house and goes to sit by the sea. Like all scripture it has meaning. Jesus goes out to meet the people; he does not wait for them to come to his house. Jesus actively goes out to the people, in spite of the divisions and potential dangers that were beginning to come to light. 
When the crowds get too big, Jesus gets into a boat and moves out onto the Sea of Galilee. Some of you may have been to the Holy Land and visited the Sea of Galilee.  The ground around the sea slopes up steeply, and there are natural inlets along the shore. The result is that if you stand in a boat and tell a story the landscape acts like a theatre with excellent acoustics. We often assume that the people on the land would have struggled to hear, after all there were no public address systems at the time of Jesus, but that is not the case. The Sea of Galilee is like a natural amphitheatre with wonderful acoustics, and Jesus could comfortably address many hundreds of people. It was from a boat in the middle of this amazing theatre that the parable of the Sower is told. 
God is good.   
We often also focus on what the parable means, but we don’t look at the Sower. The Sower sows the seed. As is often the case there are many ways to consider who the Sower was. Is the Sower God, the preacher, the evangelist, Jesus or the person who lives next door? The Sower is anyone who shares the good news with the people that they know, the people that they meet, the people that they care about, whether it be by words, actions or prayer.  
In 1 Corinthians Paul is writing to a church that is struggling with divisions, some wanted to follow one leader, some another. He reminds them that he and others gave them the good news, saying, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.” As Geoff so often says, mission is God’s work, but as Paul reminds the church at Corinth, “we are God’s servants, working together.” We all need to work together to sow the seeds of the good news. 
The Sower, whoever that may be, sows the seed. In the parable, God chooses to sow the seed on every type of ground, not just on the good soil, where it was guaranteed to have a good harvest. What does this tell us about God? God knows that not all the seed will grow well, but it does not stop him sowing the seed. From the surface we cannot always tell if the soil is stony, or shallow, or whether it is rich and deep. It is not up to us to decide where we sow the seed, to make a judgement about whether the seed will be fruitful. God sows the seed on all the ground.  
Of course, logic tells us that when we want seeds to grow, we prepare the ground, we plan where to sow them, and we water it and care for them, removing any weeds that get in the way. We think we should do mission like that too, using our resources strategically to maximise the impact. The parable of the Sower tells us that God has a different approach. God sows the seed everywhere, not just on the good ground. God is prepared to sow the seed, even when there is little chance of seeing the seed come to fruition. 
Why? 
If no seed is sown, there will be no harvest, none. God is prepared for seed to be sown, even in the most unlikely of places, and have no response, rather than not to sow the seed at all. Notice that some seed does start to grow, but does not get established, because of the evil one who gets in the way, because of trouble, persecution, the cares of the world, and the lure of the world which prevent the seed from growing well. I would suggest that some of us may have family members who have heard God’s word, and who may not have responded, or who may have left faith behind. I meet people for whom this is the case, but I often find that the seeds planted in earlier start to bear fruit later. It may be the death of a loved one, a tragedy, a challenge that they face, or someone that they meet who helps them to find faith again, but sometimes those seeds lie dormant for many years before we have an opportunity to help them to grow. Have faith, have hope.
God is good. 
Our Romans reading reminds us that believers are not free from the struggle of sin, but that they are free from the sentence of death and judgement on the last day. Paul is saying that, because of Jesus, his death on the cross, and his resurrection we are not only free from condemnation of sin, but also that we do not have to feel guilty anymore, and that we are also free from the power that sin has had over us. This is good news! 
The Holy Spirit is given to us so that we have life, and it is the power of the Holy Spirit which breaks the power of sin in our lives. 
God is good. 
At the end of our communion services, we pray: Send us out in the power of thy Spirit to live and work to thy praise and glory.
Jesus goes out to meet the people; he does not wait for them to come to his house. Since Geoff came three years ago, we have had three mission mornings to consider how, as a Benefice, we can encourage people to come into our churches. This is definitely worth thinking about, but in our parable today, and on many other occasions in the gospels, Jesus goes out to the people. Perhaps we need to take a fresh look at how we can follow the example of Jesus? How can we sow the seed, even if we don’t think that the seeds will flourish? 
God is good. 
Jesus and his disciples walk, and they talk. They do not sit at home or in the synagogue for people to come to them. This begs the question; how can we go out and be a bigger presence in our community? Which community groups can we become part of so that we can meet the people God is calling us to serve, who do not come to church? We just need to sow the seeds everywhere we go, 
We are all called to sow the seed, in whatever soil and ground we find, wherever and whenever we have the opportunity. it is not up to us to choose where that seed is sown. Where are we going to sow the seed this week?   
Amen. 
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