Be still in the presence of the Lord.   United in the company of all the faithful, let us offer our prayers to God, the source of life and wholeness.
Merciful Lord, strengthen all Christian peoples through your Holy Spirit.   Help us to live a Godly life focusing on Jesus as the pattern for us.    Guide us to follow in his pathways, and guide us to discern your truth and vision for the world.
LORD IN YOUR MERCY
We pray for the leaders of your church in this land. Give grace to Sarah our Archbishop and in our diocese, to Jane and Richard our bishops, to Andrew Rumsey our new diocesan bishop who will be installed as 11th Bishop of St Albans on 19th September,  and to Ysmena and Jose and to all who minister to us here.    
We pray for our church wardens and the members of our church council and in our deanery, for the parish of St Andrew Stansted Abbots, with St Margarets and St John the Baptist Great Amwell, and their priest Sarah.
Strengthen them and us, Lord, that we may build on the foundation of the apostles to establish a holy temple in the Lord and the kingdom of God in this place.
As we remember before you the church in other lands, bless O Lord, the community of Montgomery Heights in Zimbabwe.    Uphold and guide the staff; inspire and give courage to the children.
LORD IN YOUR MERCY
Give to the world and its peoples, the peace that comes from You -  that we and they may discern Christ’s way of freedom and love.  We pray for peace amongst the nations, for freedom and justice in the Holy Land and the reconstruction of a civil society in Gaza, for an end to the war in Ukraine, and for the cessation of hostilities in the Persian Gulf.  
Strengthen and inspire, O Lord, the leaders of the nations, to strive for justice and reconciliation.   Guide and uphold the peacemakers and the intermediaries  - give them imagination and wisdom.   Lord, we pray that war will cease.
LORD IN YOUR MERCY
We pray for the people of our town and community, and for all those leading and providing children’s activities during the summer time school holidays. 
We remember all those living in Priory Street and Redan Road.
We pray for our farmers and all those struggling with the challenges of drought and ensuring the supply of water.  
LORD IN YOUR MERCY
Touch and heal, Lord, all those whose lives are affected by ill-health and pain and we remember by name:  Pat Collin, Howard Marshall, Sion Peters, David Perman, Debbie and Graham Cock, Tom O’Sullivan, Jan Frost, Robert Evans
We pray for those who are housebound Hazel Bayford, Sheila Brown
Comfort and heal  - the victims of war and violence, those who suffer from anti-social behaviour, and those who suffer from bullying at school, in their community and in the workplace.   
We pray for the hungry, the homeless, those without hope, those suffering persecution and those with insufficient resources to support themselves
Strengthen and support. Lord, all who seek to comfort them and relieve their distress.
LORD IN YOUR MERCY
Remember, Lord, in your mercy, all those who have gone before us including those whose anniversaries fall at this time: Wendy Goodey, Violet Worsfold; Mary Briant, Dennis Brown. Marjorie Tydeman.  
We give thanks for their lives and for their service to you and to their neighbour.      Strengthen and uphold all those who have been bereaved recently as they mourn and feel a deep sense of loss.
LORD IN YOUR MERCY

We give you thanks for Mary, the mother of God, for St Alban and for the whole company of your saints in glory, with whom in fellowship, we join our prayers and praises.
By your grace, may we, like them, strive to be perfect in your love.
Merciful Father, 
Accept these prayers for the sake of your son, our Saviour Jesus Christ,
Amen
