Hayes Meadow
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Angel Competition
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Bringing our church closer to the community
and the community closer to the church



Hello there... It doesn’t seem that long ago since I wrote to
you last month but so much has happened. On Saturday
20th June at St Michael’s Church, Lichfield I was priested
by our Diocesan Bishop - The Right Reverend Dr Michael
Ipgrave. I was also Bishop Michael’s last priest to be
priested by him as he retires in September.

This was an immense privilege not just to be priested by
Bishop Michael, but also to be priested as a woman in the
Church of England. Women have only been priested for
just over thirty years. It is wonderful to have my calling
recognised and to continue to do Gods work here in
Brereton, Rugeley and Armitage with Handsacre Benefice.
I wasn’t sure that I would feel any different but I really do.

As a Deacon in the Church of England, which is what I've
spent the last year doing allows me to lead worship, attend
and lead funerals as well as being out in the community
serving Gods people. As a priest I am able to preside at
Holy Communion or Eucharist as it is sometimes called as
well as conducting weddings and baptisms.

When I presided at my first Holy Communion a few weeks
ago it felt very special and different to be able to give

Gods people his sacrament of bread (Jesus’ body) and
the wine (Jesus’ blood). At times during the service I felt
very emotional. I couldn’t quite believe, as I was standing

Rev’d Jules writes

in front of God’s people, that God had called me into this
kind of ministry, not just as a woman, but who has spent
all their life up to now working with children, staff and
families in schools. Some might say it’s not dissimilar and
others may say it is hugely different.

Nevertheless it is a new season of life. It signified the end
of all my years of study and discernment to get to that
point but also the beginning of the many years that God
will continue to mold and shape me and my ministry

to serve all of Gods people in love, humbleness and
kindness.

It is such an amazing feeling to walk in the footsteps that

I believe God is calling me to walk in. If you feel stirred

or called to explore a faith or even a calling into ordained
ministry no matter who you are... come, seek, explore and
ask those questions.

God calls people of all kinds to do his work in his
kingdom. My prayer is that you allow God to open your
heart and mind to what might be in the future and rest
in the assurance of his never ending love for you whatever
you do and whoever you are. You are all fearfully and
wonderfully made in God’s image. Amen.

Reverend Jules Smith
Curate - Brereton, Rugeley & Armitage Benefice

Team Vicar - Rev'd Cath Leighton telephone 07903 164242 email: cmaleighton@icloud.com
Churchwarden - Vince Smith telephone: 07957 613890 email: vincesmith03@mail.com

Editor & Churchwarden - Danny Briggs telephone: 01543 490114 email: dannybriggs905@gmail.com
The Village Herald advertising - Barry Liddle telephone: 07922 529801 email: liddledarlo@gmail.com
Parish Church website: www.achurchnearyou.com/armitage-st-john-the-baptist

Village website: www.armitagewithhandsacre.co.uk

St John the Baptist church building is open daily from 9am until 6pm.

If you require access to the church room please let Vince Smith know on 07957 613890.



Church Diary

AUGUST 2026

Sunday 2nd August
Sunday 9th August

Wednesday 12th August
Sunday 16th August

Sunday 23rd August

Sunday 30th August

Ninth Sunday after Trinity
10.30am Holy Communion

Tenth Sunday after Trinity
10.30am Morning Worship
5pm Prayer and Praise
Eleventh Sunday after Trinity
10.30am Holy Communion
Twelfth Sunday after Trinity
10.30am Morning Worship
Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity
10.30am Holy Communion

SEPTEMBER 2026

Sunday 6th September

Wednesday 9th September
Sunday 13th September

Sunday 20th September

Sunday 27th September

Recent Baptisms, Weddings & Funerals at St John the Baptist

5th July
14th July
31st July

Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity
10.30am Morning Worship

5pm Prayer and Praise
Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity
10.30am Holy Communion
Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity
10.30am Morning Worship

Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity

10.30am Holy Communion

Baptism of Lilah Amy Bull of Chestnut Close
Interment of Ashes of June Mary Gilbert of St Thomas Priory
Funeral of Caroline Shannon of Hill Top View

ATTENTION:
We want to hear
from you

Are you having a special Birthday,
Anniversary, Graduation or any event
or milestone you would like to share
with us?

Yes, well read on.

Remember this is as much your
magazine as ours so help us turn it
into a truly magnificent community
magazine so let’s have your news,
gossip, photos in fact anything that you
want to share with your friends and
community.

Everyone likes a gossip, - Gosh he or
she’s doesn’t look a day over 80 or

I didn’t realise that they achieved a
Masters in maths.

So send your news/photos to
dannybriggs905@gmail.com




An unexpected but welcome event the Herald Team
received the Sam Woodberry Award for best stand on
Village Day. Councillor Richard Cox seen presenting
the award to Barry Liddle the Coordinator for the
The Village Herald. Barry said it was a great surprise
but very welcome and thanked his team for all

their hard work on the day and they look forward to
hearing and meeting their readers next Village Day
(Saturday June 19th 2027).

The quality of the entry’s to our very first build your
own Angel competition surpassed all expectations as
you can see here with one of our runner ups.

The winner of the group entry’s Ellie who you may
well know as scout leader with Armitage receiving
her £50 prize from Barry.

The winner of the over 12 category Holly Bird being
presented with her prize of £50.
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Beat the buzzer prover very popular with the
children as well as some big kids. Thanks to Johns
News for donating the gigantic tub of assorted sweets
I'm sure the Herald team were seen with a sherbert
lolly at different times of the day.

The Herald team on the day what a fine bunch of
men and lady or some may say a motley crew. Brian
and Janet Syk, Stuart Draper and last but not least
Barry.

The winner of our
under 12 category was
Polly aged 4 years old
(unfortunately as she
not had her hair done
declined the camera).

When Polly was asked
what she would do with
the £50 prize money &
she said it would go in
her piggy bank.

The Hayes Meadow Primary Schools entry deserves a
very special mention for its creativity. Sadly it arrived
to late for judging. Congratulations to all involved in
the production and it is presently displayed in your
church St John The Baptist.

Well done to all those unsung heroes who worked
tirelessly in the background to help make Village Day
such a success and the Village Herald and St John
The Baptist Church look forward to meeting you
again soon. The Angel Army will be back bigger and
stronger on June 19th 2027

Big thank you to Gordon Hewitson for the
photographs.



Handsacre Methodist Church
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We meet for worship each Sunday morning from
9.30 to 10.30.

The Vine Café

The Vine café at Handsacre Methodist Church is
open from 9.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday.

We serve a wide range of coffees, teas, and hot
chocolate, as well as homemade cakes, other sweet
treats, toasties and omelettes. There is no set charge,
but donations can be made. Afternoon teas are
bookable on request.

You are welcome to stay as long as you like- we have
books, magazines, colouring, board games and
jigsaws for you to enjoy.

We also have:

Chapel Lambs, a family play group, Mondays
from 9.30am till 12pm.

As well as caring
for and rehoming
animals, we run

a neuter and chip
scheme, we scan
and reunite pets,
we carry out home
checks and we support some smaller or less well
known animal rescues and sanctuaries that don’t
receive national funding.

Animal Rescue
Volunteers

CHARITABLE INCORPORATED ORGANISATION

We help to rescue and rehabilitate animals in need,
foster and rehome small animals. We always carry
out home checks and adoption fees apply. Please see
our Facebook page and website for animals in need
of a loving forever home.

We have a neuter and chip scheme for people who
need help towards the cost. If you live locally and
have a pet, male and female, that needs neutering

1L/ AUGUST & SEPTEMBER 2026

The Hangout, a group for children in years six
to eight with food, chat, games and craft, Mondays
3.30pm to 5pm. Term time only.

Book Swap and Chat, Wednesdays from Ipm.
An afternoon all about books!

Craft & Chat, Thursdays from 1pm. Enjoy

an afternoon in the Vine with good company,
refreshments and crafts. Learn to knit or crochet, or
improve your existing skills

Games Night, monthly on Monday evenings, a
great opportunity to try a wide range of board and
card games and make new friends.

Please see our website: handsacremethodist.org.uk
for more details and updates. The Vine café has a
Facebook page at The Vine Cafe & Community Space.
Do like and follow for all the latest information.

Who we are and what we do

please email us at animalrescuevolunteersl(@gmail.
com to enquire.

We scan and try to reunite lost pets with their
owners - did you know you can take a cat or dog to
the vet to check if it has a chip. There is no charge
for this.

We educate and raise awareness about animal
welfare in our local community with school visits
and any other organisations who would like us to
visit.

We collect and distribute donations to other local
rescues, and a list of all our local donation points
can be found either on our Facebook page or just
by emailing us at animalrescuevolunteersl(@gmail.
com

Our bank details are also shown on our Facebook
page too for anyone who wishes to donate to us.

Registered Charity No 1213558



open to all residents of Armitage with Handsacre.

Disabled people can be transported door to door.
: I All welcome.
‘ X*‘ 01543 491704 or gifford_foote@hotmail.co.uk

\“G p MEETING POINT is a community group of activities
Q@X %‘

TUESDAYS 10am - 11.45am - Drop in to Handsacre Methodist room -
the Vine Café. Meet friends over a cuppa and join in with activities and an
interesting half hour.

4th August: Outing to Liverpool -
Vine is open for anyone who can get there

11th August: Craft with Diane
ART GROUP

18th August: Half hour with Stephen Carleston RETURNS
at the key board and Gerri on violin SEPTEMBER 4th

25th August: Music on You Tube

THURSDAYS 1pm - 3pm:
Join the Knit and Natter group at Armitage Parish church room.
They raise funds for a hospice etc.

GraceCares

Pre-L&ved Care Equipment

Meeting Point has been assisted by They are open Monday to Friday
Grace Cares with talks about their charity 10am - 3pm .

and a practical session with Maggs en o, 0 o)l them on 01543 730189
stone painting.

The hub is Unit 2 the Portal,
ElImhurst Business Park,
Elmhurst, Lichfield, WS13 8EX .

Profits generated from selling care
equipment enables the charity to provide
hardship grants and support for unpaid
care givers and older people.

The charity takes used care equipment
like wheel chairs, frames and dozens of
other items. You can go to the hub and
buy at very reasonable prices.

If you have special need for transport to medical appointments
phone 01543 547507 for help from Community Transport.



Assault and Battery in the House of God

On Sunday evening, 20 August 1837, St. John the
Baptist church at Armitage looked very different
from the church we know today.

There was no south aisle, no vestry, and no
surrounding stone wall. The church itself was old
and in poor repair. Rain leaked through the roof,
mortar was crumbling from the walls, and draughts
whistled through the windows. Although the tower
had been rebuilt in 1632, much of the rest of the
building was badly decayed. Within a few years it
would be almost completely rebuilt.

Inside, the church also looked unfamiliar. The
congregation did not sit in neat rows facing the front.
Instead, much of the nave was filled with enclosed
box pews owned or rented by local families. Some
were almost like small wooden rooms, with doors,
curtains and benches inside. Ownership of pews
could become a matter of status and pride, and
rights to particular pews were sometimes passed
down through generations.

On that August evening, parishioner Mary Short took
her usual place in the pew her family had occupied
for many years. During the service, however, another
villager, George Emery of Handsacre, entered the
church and demanded that she leave what he
claimed was his pew.

Mary refused.

According to witnesses, Emery became furious. He
forced open the pew door, shouted at her, dragged
her out, and threw her onto the floor before kicking
her towards the church door. Members of the
congregation were horrified, and the clergy struggled
to restore order so that the service could continue.

The following day Mary reported the assault, and
within less than a week the case was heard before
magistrates at Stafford.

Several witnesses gave evidence, including the

Rev. Wetherall and the Rev. Francis Wilson. They
described Emery’s violent behaviour and the shock
caused by such an incident taking place during
divine worship. Mary herself showed the bruises she
had received.

Emery’s defence was remarkable. His lawyer argued
that Emery believed he had a legal right to the pew
and was therefore justified in removing Mary by
force. The magistrates disagreed. Whatever dispute
existed over ownership, they ruled that no one had
the right to commit violence in church.

The chairman of the magistrates declared that the
assault was especially serious because it had taken
place “in the House of God, when the peaceful

inhabitants were assembled for Divine worship.”

Emery was fined the maximum penalty available to
the court: £4 4s plus costs.

The dispute itself reflected wider changes taking
place within English churches during the 18th

and early 19th centuries. After the Reformation,
churches increasingly filled with privately owned
pews as sermons became longer and congregations
expected more seating. Wealthier parishioners often
occupied large enclosed pews, while poorer villagers
sat on plain benches towards the back of the church.

At Armitage, as elsewhere, pew ownership could
become deeply contentious. Families regarded
particular seats as their established right, sometimes
for generations. In this case, Mary Short insisted that
her family had occupied the pew since at least 1770.
Richard Ewing

www.armitageops.com
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COLES

Traditional Family
Butchers & Bakery

39 New Road, Armitage, Rugeley
WS15 4AA
Telephone: 01543 490220

TODDLER GROUP

To register your interest email our admin

rugeleycofechurches@g m

A safe, happy place where your little ones can grow and play.

Church of the Good Shepherd, Hislop Road
Tuesdays from 8" September 2026 - 9.15-11.30am
TERM TIME ONLY

AK Feeds

Equestrian, Pet, Poultry, Farm, Wild Bird and Fencing Supplies
Open to the public, we sell animal feeds and
accessories from all the major brands.
Timber Posts, Rails and Stock Fencing Available.
For Example: Timber Sleepers are now just £20.
Our huge range includes animal feeds,
accessories and bedding
We also have a large range of wild bird feeds
including Sunflower Hearts at £30 for 20kg
Local Delivery Service Available
Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm, Sat 9am-4pm
Address: 6a South Staffs Freight, Lynn Lane,
Shenstone. Lichfield, Staffs. WS14 OED
Telephone: 01543 481521

«P‘ e with HAN

\
& N %
v VILLAGE HALL «

Your community events and meetings venwe

Kid's Parties

Huge Bouncy Castle
& Football Parties

For all your community events, meetings,
parties, weddings, sports and social clubs

o

07716 190051
awhvillagehall@outlook.com
www.awhvillagehall.org.uk
www.facebook.com/armitagevillagehall

Shropshire Brook Road, Armitage,
Nr. Rugeley. Staffs. WS15 4UZ

Registered Charity 1003731




CARD KEED
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Everything You Need
At Great Prices

Single Cards
Graded Cards
Booster Packs
Collection Boxes

Y MAGIC QIR ORGNR

Vou CanTrust

Brewery Street Shopping Centre s e
Rugeley WS15 2DY
POP IN & SAVE

Pokemon League Saturday

FINDUS

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday
10:00am - 4:00pm

NIBNABS

MENSWEAR
It doesn't cost the earth to look smart

& be comfortable.

Hats - Shirts - Suits - Knitwear

+ Handmade Soaps » Bath Bombs « Bath Potions Trousers - Accessories - Footwear

loodies & Merch

n Follow Flora & Olive on Facebook
PLUS SIZES STOCKED AS STAI

OPENING HOURS: Mon Tue Thu Fri Sat 8:30am-5pm | Wed 8:30am-2pm | Sun Closed

* Individual store hours may vary — please check with each store



‘BREWERY STREET:
SHOPPING CENTRE

?,
ACHMERE " ™

LADIES FASHION, BAGS
& ACCESSORIES ACCESSORIES

FASCINATORS
& HATS

The Right Card ]
—all(/ﬂﬂ[ﬁ — /.

* Youre
For all your card and ’4'"‘:“ gl

v gift requirements ¥

TIMELESS
EFFORTLESSLY

YOU
@

Q@ VIsIT US IN sTORE
LACHMERE [
Brewery Street Shopping Centre FOLLOW Us :
Rugeley LACHMERE - SPECIAL
Ws15 2DY OCCASIONS

&, 07980 719758
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-BREWERY,/ |/ \STREET:
- SHOPPING CENTFE-

— YOUR DREAM AWAITS —

Be Your Own Boss

Have an idea for a business but
don't want long contracts?

f(—

Brewery Street has the perfect
opportunity for you!
Call to arrange a viewing &
make the dream a reality

Call Dave:

07526 682920 ® | \6

Q"'O

REPAIRS ALTERATIONS | WATCH BATTERIES |  RESIZING & SALES
& STRAPS CLEANING
+ 4+ 13 3
o) e Se— 63
B S ARG

OPENING HOURS: Mon Tue Thu Fri Sat 8:30am-5pm | Wed 8:30am-2pm | Sun Closed

* Individual store hours may vary — please check with each store



Why not drop in?

Open Mon - Fri No charge
Donations accepted

Handsacre Methodist Church
Lichfield Road, Handsacre, Staffordshire. WS15 4DE

handsacremethodist.org.uk



