St Andrew’s Naunton

Churchyard Policy and Guidelines
Our Churchyards are places of beauty, history, biodiversity and remembrance and we seek to keep them as special places for our communities. How we look after our Churchyards is regulated by the Diocese of Gloucester and for the good of all – especially families with loved ones being laid to rest here. 
We hope this information sheet highlights for you some of the ways in which we work together with families to help keep our Churchyards special:

· We commit to working with local volunteers and the Parochial Church Council (PCC) to keep the Churchyard in a good state, as best as we can.

· When you come to place a memorial stone for your loved one, there are guidelines to follow about size, wording and stones. If you would like to see the detail of the Diocesan Regulations, they are available at: Diocese-of-Gloucester-Churchyard-Regulations-Fourth-Edtion-27-07-19-2-2.pdf (anglican.org)
Here at St Andrew’s our PCC policy is for rubbed Portland or York stone only.  A local stonemason can help you with this; if you would like contact details please ask Revd Anne Curtis.  As the Priest in Charge, she must approve the final stone and sign off your application. The surface of the area must also remain as natural grass (as kerbing and gravel are no longer allowed).
· Headstones (for full burials) can be applied for 6 months after the burial, and tablets (for ashes) can be applied for 3 months afterwards.

· You are welcome to plant bulbs or small annual plants into the soil around your loved ones’ grave area – but no bushes or trees.

· Feel free to leave fresh flowers or wreaths on the grave, but please no other items.
· Artificial flowers are not allowed (except for poppies at remembrance and wreaths at Christmas time – and these should be removed after 2 months). Any items left can be removed by the local PCC or clergy after 2 months.
· If any flowers have died or have deteriorated, the local PCC or clergy are able to remove them and their containers appropriately.

· We are committed to maintaining our churchyards as environmentally friendly places, so ask you not to leave plastic bottles or other items here.

We hope to have ongoing sensitive conversations in order to keep our churchyard looking its best for all.

We hope this information helps you. Please do contact us if you would like to discuss it any further.
The Benefice of the Guitings, Cutsdean, 

Farmcote, Upper Slaughter and Lower Slaughter with Eyford and Naunton

Revd Anne Curtis - 01451 821777 - revannecurtis@gmail.com
The Rectory, Copse Hill Road, Lower Slaughter GL54 2HY
Karen Randles, Benefice Administrator - k.e.randles@btinternet.com
