WEDDING FEES 2026 (updated annually)
Listed below are the wedding fees for services being held in 2026

	Publication of Banns
	£39.00

	Marriage / Blessing Service
	£566.00

	Verger
	£62.00

	TOTAL
	£ 667.00

	Payment:
Please pay Lower Slaughter PC through the JustGiving page:
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/lowerslaughterchurch because this enables us to claim Gift Aid easily.Or pay Lower Slaughter PCC by bank transfer, with Reference: ‘Wedding on (date)’ sent to: PCC Lower Slaughter; Account No: 00725474; Sort Code: 30-95-75).
Additional options include:

	Organist 
	£100.00 

	Bells 
	£210.00 

	Heating
	£50.00

	24 hours Exclusive Use Of Building before Wedding Time including Rehearsal, Cleaning, Access for Florists etc
	£1000

	Heritage Donation
	£500 or more



Please ensure you pay all these fees to the PCC, 40% at the time of making the booking, and the balance before your Banns are read (three months before your wedding date). £300 of this is a non-refundable deposit. Please speak to Revd Anne if you cannot afford the wedding fees.
Whilst there is no expectation, the PCC encourage an optional Heritage donation of £500, or more if you can afford it.

Benefice of the Guitings, Cutsdean, Farmcote, Upper Slaughter and Lower Slaughter with Eyford and Naunton

St Mary’s Church Website: A Church Near You
Have a look at www.yourchurchwedding.org for lots of good ideas too!
Please sign up with Revd Anne to receive the Weekly News and 70x7 by email.
St. Mary’s Church Lower Slaughter
FOR BOOKINGS 1 AUG 2026 onwards
Wedding Information
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Revd Anne Curtis – 07928275932
revannecurtis@gmail.com 
The Rectory, Copse Hill Road, Lower Slaughter
CHELTENHAM, Glos. GL54 2HY
 
Thank you for being in touch with us about planning to hold your wedding here. As a church family we are delighted to be sharing in this special time with you. Choosing to marry in church underlines and makes your commitment to one another all the stronger. You are looking forward to starting off married life, not just supported by the good wishes and prayers of those closest to you, but also blessed by God.

This leaflet gives you some of the information about being married here, and will hopefully help you as you make your preparations. You will have two or three Wedding Preparation meetings, as well as having the opportunity to meet the team here at church services. We all look forward to helping you as you look forward to a long and happy marriage. 
With every good wish, Revd Anne

ATTENDANCE
To marry in St Mary’s requires a legal link to the parish; if you have never lived here, you might like to be baptised here, or you (or one of your parents) can attend a minimum of six church services in six months. Baptism or attendance is done after your Wedding booking, and must be completed three months before your Wedding, so that your Banns can begin. 

BANNS
The reading of the Banns for your wedding is a part of the legal process that the Church of England works within. This means that your wedding is announced in a church service here, for three Sundays, in the third and second months before your wedding day. Please ask us for the dates and churches, if you would like to come along to hear them being read.

You will also need to arrange for the Banns to be read at the Parish Church where each of you are resident (3 months before the wedding and for 3 Sundays). After they have been read, a certificate will be issued by the priest, which we need to receive from you before your wedding date. This is a legal requirement for conducting your Wedding. Please note, it is your responsibility to give the paper Banns certificate from your home parish to Revd Anne.
MUSIC
If you would like an organist, contact Alistair Eden (our regular organist here), and talk through the arrangements with him. You will choose music to have as you enter and leave the church, as you sign the Marriage Registers, and three hymns during the service too. We have other organists so come back to us if Alistair is not available. Alistair Eden - 01451 820394	- alistaireden@hotmail.co.uk We don’t have our own choir, but this local group may be hired for a wedding if you wish – www.cantores.net 

BELLS
We are often able to arrange for a team of bell ringers to be a part of the ceremony, and to ring the bells for 15 minutes before and after the service. If you would like to find out about their availability and book, please contact:
Roland Greenhill - 01451 850313 – roland.greenhill@icloud.com
 
FLOWERS
You are welcome to decorate the church with flowers for your wedding. Please make necessary arrangements with a florist of your own choice. We ask that, if your flowers are moved from the church, the Altar flowers are left in place for worship.
There is a group of local flower arrangers who may be able to assist you. Please contact: k.e.randles@btinternet.com Alternatively, some local firms that we could recommend are:
Deena Hicks Bespoke Floristry – 01386 584133 – www.deenshicks.co.uk 
The Broadway Florist: 01386 853000 – www.broadway-florist.com 
Eden Flowers, in Burford: 01993 822827 – www.eden-flowers.co.uk
Allium, in Stow-on-the-Wold: 01451 830188 – www.alliumflorist.co.uk  

RECORDING THE WEDDING
You are very welcome to book a photographer to record your special day. It is helpful if they attend the Rehearsal the evening before, to show them the building and the places that work best for them to position themselves. Please ensure shutters are silent and the camera doesn’t distract you from your focus and enjoyment. We do not permit the use of drones.
If you wish to video record your wedding and are paying for a professional to do this, this doubles the Organist cost, and an additional Recording Licence will also need to be obtained. Find out more at: http://www.prsformusic.com/users/recordedmedia/dvdsanddigitalmedia/pages/limited-manufacture-licence.aspx

CAR PARKING
Generally, the Priest, Verger, Photographer and Wedding Car park in the Precinct, though you are welcome to use this for more cars if you wish. 
Buses, or any vehicle seating more than 9 people are not allowed into the village. The Slaughters United Cricket Club generously offer car parking a short walk from the church. Contact phil_colmer@msn.com to check availability and to discuss arrangements. Please ask your guests to travel together, and to be sensitive to local residents and tricky driving conditions on the roads in the village.

We will be praying for you both as you prepare for your wedding.
Here is a prayer that you might like to pray as you prepare for your big day:

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
who gave marriage to be a source of blessing to humankind,
we thank you for the joys of family life.
May we know your presence and peace in our homes;
fill them with your love and use them for your glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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