Dear All
I would like to start by saying a big “thank you” to you all for the love, support and encouragement you have shown to me and my family since we joined you in this Parish. It was lovely to see so many of you at Selby Abbey as I was ordained Priest on 28th June and in Tockwith for my first Eucharist on Sunday 12th July. The “bring and share” lunch was amazing, as was the champagne cork that spontaneous popped during an apt point in my sermon! Thank you also for the cards, e-mails and messages that you sent.  You have welcome to us has enabled us to grow and flourish in our ministry. I hope that in return I will be able to do the same for you all as I continue my work here with Martin.

When I wrote in the magazine after my ordination as Deacon, I listed some of the promises that I made at my ordination so that you could hold me accountable.  The list of promises made at my ordination as Priest was quite a long one, but there were five main themes. These being  Priests as servants, shepherds, stewards, messengers and sentinels (those who look for where God is at work) within the communities that they serve.  Being a servant at the heart of all Christian ministry and the ministry that Jesus demonstrated to us during his life on the earth as the “Servant King”.  He was also known as the “Good Shepherd”, which is the part of Priestly ministry that I would like us all to think about for a moment.

Did any of you watch the film “The Sheep Detectives” when it was at the cinema the other month? If you haven’t, I would strongly advise that you do even if, like Martin, you struggle with the idea of sheep talking! Apart from the fact that it’s a good light-hearted film with lots of humour, throughout it run many Christian themes which the sheep gently reflect on, including Jesus as Shepherd and the complexities of understanding the Trinity, where we understand God to be three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   

George (played by Hugh Jackman) is shepherd to a herd of highly intelligent sheep that he has a true heart and love for.  He knows each of them by name, understands their personalities and cares for them as individuals as well as a community.  His shepherding parallels how God knows each one of us by name and loves us for who we are, not who others think we should be.  It is a love that is unconditional and unending.

A sub plot of the film (hopefully not giving away too much for those who are yet to watch it) is around the themes of prejudice and inclusivity. True to sheep customs the flock shuns the two “winter lambs” as unwanted outsiders.  These lambs are excluded from the protection of the other sheep as they are seen as being different to them and therefore are not allowed to belong. However, George as shepherd, helps to love and care for them, emphasizing to them and the others the grace, love and acceptance that should be extended to them.  

Their exclusion seems so obviously wrong in the film and yet this is something that in reality happens all the time to humans. Whether intentional or not, it is something that we all need to be aware of. Jesus the good shepherd teaches us that we should love one another, but this doesn’t mean only those who we like or find easy to get on with. Our love and care need to extend to and include everyone - especially those who are different to us and at times may challenge some of our thoughts and believes. There should be no one who feels like a “winter lamb” in our communities.  Whether in our churches, schools, places of work or home, we should ensure that all are loved and enabled to belong.

It has been lovely to get to know so many of you over the last year and I hope that this continues over the next few years.  It was good to see so many new faces at the Rufforth and Tockwith quizzes recently, and I hope to meet many more of you at the other events we are planning over the next few months.  Martin and I are here for everyone, whether you come to church regularly, or have never been. If you want to talk about anything, or are considering baptism, confirmation (we are planning to have another service next year) a wedding or planning a funeral, please do get in touch with us. I’m also very happy to discuss The Sheep Detectives over a cuppa    Karen
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