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You are invited to follow the first two readings while seated, and as is the
custom, to just listen, standing if possible, as the Holy Gospel is proclaimed.

Midweek 29th July 2026
‘Mary, Martha and Lazarus’

The Collect
God our Father,
whose Son enjoyed the love of his friends,
Mary, Martha and Lazarus, in learning, argument and
hospitality:
may we so rejoice in your love that the world may
come to know the depths of your wisdom, the won-
der of your compassion, and your power to bring
life out of death; through the merits of Jesus Christ,
our friend and brother, who is alive and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First reading: Isaiah 25:6-9
A reading from the book of Isaiah.

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all
peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-matured
wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured
wines strained clear.

And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that
is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all
nations; he will swallow up death for ever. Then the
Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and
the disgrace of his people he will take away from all
the earth, for the Lord has spoken.

It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have
waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the
Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and re-
joice in his salvation.

This is the word of the Lord,
All: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Hebrews 2:10-15
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews

It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom
all things exist, in bringing many children to glory,
should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect
through sufferings. For the one who sanctifies and
those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this
reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and
sisters, saying, ‘l will proclaim your name to my broth-
ers and sisters, in the midst of the congregation | will
praise you.’

And again, ‘I will put my trust in him.” And again, ‘Here
am | and the children whom God has given me.’

Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he
himself likewise shared the same things, so that
through death he might destroy the one who has the
power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who
all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death.

All: Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel: John 12:1-8
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to John.

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany,
the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the
dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served,
and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him.
Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure
nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her
hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the
perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the
one who was about to betray him), said, ‘Why was this
perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the
money given to the poor?’ (He said this not because he
cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he
kept the common purse and used to steal what was
put into it.) Jesus said, ‘Leave her alone. She bought it
so that she might keep it for the day of my burial.

You always have the poor with you, but you do not
always have me.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.

Post Communion Prayer

Father,

from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes
its name, your servants Mary, Martha and Lazarus
revealed your goodness in a life of tranquillity

and service:

grant that we who have gathered in faith around this
table may like them know the love of Christ that sur-
passes knowledge and be filled with all your fullness;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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