Recognise
Things in the world continue as febrile as ever.  As I write, we are hoping that Andy Burnham, the seventh prime minister in a decade, is going to be better news for the country.  Analysis of his track record suggests that the realities of being in government may present a steep learning curve for him.  Whoever he is, however he turns out to be, the duty of Christian citizens is to pray for leaders and government (including the loyal opposition), that government at all levels may be mindful of the margins of society, those whom the Old Testament calls the widow, the orphan and the stranger.[image: ]

It is when we are mindful of the people on the edges, those pushed out of the mainstream by misfortune, ill heath, age, colour, gender, that we become a wholesome society.  One in which everyone feels safe, supported and with opportunity.
The Church of England has just had a week called ‘Recognise’.  We were invited to recognise and give thanks for all people working with Children, youth and families, especially families needing support.  As the school term came to an end, we recognised the work of our Open the Book Teams, our Messy Church/Making Church teams, our pastoral teams keeping an eye on families in our villages.  We gave thanks too for school staff who have become a cross between educators, social workers, health visitors, mediators and more!  We pray that the summer break may indeed be a refreshing time for all who work in schools and with young people and their families.
Ever yours, Rev. Katryn 
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