The Spirit of Truth and a love that reveals– Hamstreet 10th May
Acts 17:22-31 John 14:15-21
May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O Lord my rock and my redeemer. Amen.                                       Ps19:14
If I commanded you to do something, what would you think? What would you do? The meaning of words, and our understanding of them, changes over time. Today we generally associate the word command with telling people what to do, with organisations like the armed forces where a command must be obeyed, whether or not we agree with it, and where no questions are asked, or we get into trouble. This can be seen in a positive way, or it can something that we fundamentally disagree with. Our understanding of the word command, or our misunderstanding, can muddy the waters when we look at our reading today. 
I am sure that we are all familiar with the ten commandments, the rules given by God to Moses on Mount Sinai in the Old Testament book of Exodus.  
Exodus 20 The Ten Commandments 3 “You shall have no other gods before me.
4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; 
7 “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.
8 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.  11 For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore, the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.
12 “Honour your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you. 13 “You shall not murder.
14 “You shall not commit adultery. 15 “You shall not steal. 16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbour.
17 “You shall not covet your neighbour’s house. You shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour.”
These commandments are an excellent guide to living well, if everyone used this as the basis for living life the world might be a better place. 
In the Old Testament, the Ten Commandments are at the heart of Israel’s covenant with God. The ten commandments show the people of Israel what covenant faithfulness looks like, and they reveal God’s character, Israel’s identity, and the shape of a holy community. The covenant is the relationship; the commandments are the way that the people of Israel can live in that relationship.
There are some important ideas in the Old Testament which will help us to better understand our reading from John this morning. 
· God chooses Israel first. The covenant begins with grace, not law.
· The covenant is about a relationship; it is not a contract. It is personal, like marriage or adoption, not a business deal.
· The covenant has mutual commitments. God promises faithfulness, protection, and blessing; Israel promises loyalty and obedience.
· The covenant is identity-forming, Israel becomes God’s “treasured possession,” “a kingdom of priests,” and “a holy nation.”
· Mission-oriented — Israel is meant to reflect God’s character to the nations.
The giving of the ten commandments was part of a much bigger picture, one where Israel is called to be a holy nation committing themselves exclusively to God. The ten commandments encapsulate a way of life for the Israelites that allows them to do that. 
Our reading from John’s gospel is part of the chapters which record Jesus final evening with his disciples. In our reading Jesus begins with, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” This follows the passage in John 13 which says: 34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
In John 15 we will get the picture of Jesus as the vine and us as the branches and Jesus says: 9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” 
In Matthew and Mark Jesus says, “love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”
Now that we have explored the purpose and the deeper meaning of the ten commandments, we can see that Jesus is saying so much in a very few words, and the disciples would have understood the full meaning.  We have been chosen by Jesus, and the commandments that we are asked to keep are to keep us in a loving relationship with Jesus. 
Remember, Jesus is speaking to his disciples on the night before his death. They are anxious, uncertain, and afraid of losing him. Into their fear Jesus speaks a promise that is both loving and amazing: “Those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” Jesus is saying, love opens the eyes of the heart. Love creates the space into which Jesus can come. Love is the thing that allows us to recognise the presence of Jesus. 
The disciples worried about losing Jesus, but Jesus tells them that love is the very thing that ensures that they will never be without him. This is Jesus’ reassurance that his departure does not mean his absence. His going does not mean that they are going to be abandoned. His love for them and for us did not end at the cross. Instead, Jesus promises a deeper presence— a presence that will be recognised not by sight, but by love. When we love someone, we naturally shape our lives around that love. We listen. We respond. We honour.
But loving and following Jesus is hard, how can we do this in our own strength?  We all make mistakes; we are not perfect. Jesus knows and understands that it is going to be hard. 
Jesus does not leave us to love in our own strength. He promises the Advocate—the Spirit of truth. The Holy Spirit is the love of God poured into our hearts. The Holy Spirit is the presence of Christ within us. The Holy Spirit is the one who teaches us to love and to see Jesus in our own lives, in the world around us, and in others. Without the Spirit, love is fragile. With the Spirit, love becomes revelation. 
Jesus promises: “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be with you forever—the Spirit of truth.” The Spirit is not a temporary visitor.  The Spirit is the permanent presence of God within us. The Holy Spirit will remind us of Jesus’ words, will strengthen us to love, will open our eyes to Christ’s presence. The Holy Spirit reveals God’s nearness in every moment.
Our God is not a distant God. In our reading from Acts Paul says something that echoes Jesus’ promise: “He is not far from each one of us.” God is already near, waiting to be revealed, waiting to be recognised. And how is God revealed and recognised? Through relationship. Through turning toward the One who made us. Through love. 
If we put our two passages together, we see an amazing picture: Jesus promises to reveal himself to those who love him. Paul proclaims that God is already close to every human being. The difference between seeing and not seeing is not God’s presence, it is our openness. Love is the lens that brings God into focus. When we love Christ, when we love our neighbour, when we love the world that God made, we begin to see God everywhere. 
The disciples were anxious and afraid, and we can be afraid in our world today. Jesus’ promise roots us in God. We are loved by the Father. We are loved by Christ, and Christ will reveal himself to us through the work of the Holy Spirit. Like the disciples we often feel that we do not understand, that we are not good enough, that we can never be the people that God wants us to be. Stop there. Our readings today tell us that we are loved.  Not because we have earned it. Not because we have perfect faith. But because we have opened our hearts to God’s love.
And when we love, we become part of God’s revelation to others. Just as Paul stood in Athens and pointed to the God who was already near, we too are called to help others recognise the God who is not far from them.
Every act of compassion, every moment of forgiveness, every gesture of kindness becomes a window through which we reveal Christ to the world. Being a Christian is about living in relationship with God; love is not a reward for obedience. Love is a gift of the Holy Spirit. It is top of the list of the gifts of the Spirit in Galatians, along with joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Love allows God to reveal himself to us and to others.  
Jesus’ promise still stands for us today. “Those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” Love, our love for God, our love for one another, opens our eyes to the God who is always with us. Not because we have perfect faith. Not because we never doubt. But because we have opened our hearts to God’s love.
And when we love, we become part of God’s revelation to others. We are called to be holy people. Paul stood in Athens and pointed to the God who was already near, we too are called to help others recognise the God who is not far from them. Every act of compassion, every moment of forgiveness, every gesture of kindness becomes a window through which Christ is revealed. Just as Israel was meant to reflect God’s character to the nations, so are we. 
Our love for Jesus opens our eyes. The Spirit opens our hearts. And Jesus reveals himself again and again, until our lives shine with the love that first found us. May we love Christ deeply. May we love others generously. 
Jesus says, if you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
Amen. 
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