I follow Jesus (Matt 10:24-39)
(Summary notes)
We find it easy to talk about some aspects of our identity, for example: our work / vocation, interests / hobbies, family. Less so with thorny topics like politics and religion.
A question for us today: how do I show my identity as it relates to faith?
Matt 10:24-39
Jesus is teaching his followers. The early part of the chapter is addressed to the twelve, this part to his wider group of followers, and it generally applies to us today. It reads as if it may be an amalgamation of different teachings from various times; the genre of New Testament Gospel writings allows allows for curating and reordering of material.
One clear theme: to be a disciple of Jesus, I must publicly identify with him, verses 32-33. Plus, my position before God depends entirely on my relationship to Jesus.
Verses 26-27 speaks about the hidden becoming uncovered, secrets becoming known, what’s said in the dark coming to light, and what is whispered being proclaimed. What is this saying: in the end God will reveal all truth, so go public now!
Express identity
We express our faith identity in many ways. When I think of what I say about myself, I can think of it in 3 ‘levels’:
Level 1: Church. “I go to church”. Soft opener. E.g. “What did you do at the weekend?”
Level 2: Christian. “I am a Christian”. More distinctive.
Level 3: The ‘J’ word. “I follow Jesus”. In yer face. Not a soft opener. Personal. Controversial. Challenging. (In our society). “Don’t think I’ve come to make life cozy” (v34 MSG). For those who may be too comfortable with life. If someone is offended at Jesus, but not at me, then I’m doing something wrong. v24-25.
It’s challenging because it’s a tough call to follow him. Jesus requires a choice for him only. “If you don’t go all the way with me, through thick and thin, you don’t deserve me” (v38 MSG).
All the way with Jesus. All in for Jesus. All out for Jesus.
Loyalty to Jesus above all, before all, through all.
More than a label. More than an interest. More than a point of view.
A commitment to a person. A commitment through blessing and through pain. A commitment for life.
Challenge
1. Commitment. What commitment have you made to Jesus? To him personally? He is calling. If you’ve not yet made that all-in commitment, I encourage you to make it now.
2. Be courageous! Be bold in identifying with Jesus.

