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A SEASON FOE. GEOWING TOGETHEE.
Ordinary Time is the name In the older Anglican and Book
often given to the weeks in  of Common Prayer tradition,
the Church’s year that are  the same period is often
not part of the great described as the Sundays
festival seasons of Advent, after Trinity. Trinity
Christmas, Lent, Easter, or  Sunday comes
Pentecost. The word immediately after
“ordinary” does not mean  Pentecost, and the
dull or unimportant. It undays that follow are
comes from the idea of numbered from it:the
ordered or numbered time: First Sunday after Trinity,
the Sundays are counted in the Second Sunday after
sequence. In this part of Trinity, and so on. So “the
the year, the Church is Tenth Sunday after Trinity” in
invited to live out, week by the BCP tradition belongs to
week, what has been the same broad part of the
revealed in the great feasts Christian year that many

of Christ’s birth, death, churches now call Ordinary
resurrection, ascension, Time or the Season after

and the gift of the Holy Pentecost.

Spirit.

These different names place
the emphasis slightly
differently. “After Pentecost”
reminds us that the Church
lives by the power of the Holy
Spirit. “After Trinity” reminds
us that Christian faith is rooted
in the love and lifeof God:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
“Ordinary Time” reminds us
that faith is formed not only in
the great celebrations, but also
in the steady pattern of prayer,
worship, Scripture, service, and
daily obedience.

In many churches this long
stretch of green Sundays is
called the Season after
Pentecost. Pentecost
celebrates the sending of
the Holy Spirit and the
birth of the Church’s
mission. The Sundays that
follow ask what it means to
live as Spirit-filled people in
everyday life. That is why
the season is often
associated with growth:
growth in faith, in
discipleship, in service, and
in the life of the Christian
community.

For that reason, Ordinary Time
is not a pause in the Christian
year. It is a season for learning

Our church relies entirely on the generous financial giving of our

community to support our Mission and Ministry, and to help keep our
beautiful buildings open. If you would like to know more about becoming
a regular donor please speak to us about our Parish Giving Scheme

or visit

Alternatively you can make a donation at

......................................... JULY/AU

I e
Whoever you are, wherever you are on life's journey,
you are welcome here. Jonn 637
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St Mark’s Cranbury Road,
RG30 2TA

All Saints Downshire Square,
RG1 6NN

OUR STAFF:

Priest - Revd Jo Williams
revdjowilliams@gmail.com
07977 142450
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Revd Jane Lewis
07936 940864
revdjanelewis@gmail.com
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Mrs Sylvia Cummins
0118 9575049
Dr Diana Matthews
0118 9582108

Churchwardens

St Marks:
Kwaw Elliott
07845 585007
kwawelliott@yahoo.co.uk

follow Christ in ordinary days.
The readings often focus on
Jesus’ teaching, the life of the
early Church, and the gifts

and responsibilities of A”LS_‘aL”“; "
. 2 .. . Inda Paris
Christian discipleship. They 07894 683377

invite us to ask how the
Gospel shapes our homes,

carltonexec@hotmail.com

) ) Parish Office
our work, our relationships, 0118 950 2620
and our common life. Wendy Smith

(Monday and Friday 1-4)
allsaintsreading@gmail.com

So as we mark the Sundays
after Trinity, we are also
standing within Ordinary
Time and the Season after
Pentecost. This is a good
moment to remember that
God is at work not only in
dramatic moments, but also
in the patient growth of faith.
We can support one another
as we learn, pray, serve, and
grow together, trusting that
the same Spirit who unites
the Church also equips each
of us to live with joy and
purpose every day.

Jackie John
(Tuesday and Thursday 9-12)
stmarkandallsaints@gmail.com

Hall Manager - St Mark’s
Sharon Hyman
0770 7523617

St.mark.church.hall@gmail.com

Hall Manager - All Saints
Please telephone the parish
office—0118 950 2620

Safeguarding Officer
stmarkandallsaints.safeguarding
@gmail.com

www.achurchnearyou.com/
reading-all-saints
www.achurchnearyou.com/
reading-st-mark

www.facebook.com/
StMarkandAllSaintsReading/




A SUMMER OF FUN

Where do we start? It has been a
wonderfully busy summer of parish
events and fundraising so far, with so
much to celebrate and be thankful for.
We began back in May with our jumble
sale. As always, the regulars came in
force to hunt out some great bargains,
and together we raised an impressive
£1,062. A huge thank you to everyone
who helped, and especially to John and
Elizabeth for organising the event and
collecting so many items beforehand.

Later in May, we enjoyed a lively quiz
night, with Ron doing a splendid job as
MC and quiz master. The evening raised
£268 for Christian Aid. Thank you to
Ron, and to everyone who helped
prepare the wonderful interval food,
which was very much appreciated.

June at All Saints Hall. There was a
lovely atmosphere, and, unsurprisingly,
people made a beeline for the treats
homemade cakes, , and bric-a-brac.

Thanks to everyone’s generosity and
hard work, an amazing £1,000 was
raised for parish funds.

Finally, the Family Fun Day at St Mark'’s

Church took place on Saturday 20 June
Summer Fair Stalls

Bric a Brac E224.95
Cakes EL1FG.20
Raffle £108.50
Mugs E£73
Games ESS
Flants £22
Knitting £22.50
Toys E36.20
Door E3B
Refreshments E53
Books £19
Post fair sales E170
Total £1,000

and had a wonderful buzz about it, with
people coming in from the local
community.

St Mark Church
Family Fun Day
Sefurday 20" June
FREE Entry

HEELIE WELL DONE SHARON!

On Sunday 21 June, Sharon Hyman braved the heatwave to

take part in the 54-mile London to Brighton Bike Ride, raising

funds for the British Heart Foundation.

A keen cyclist, Sharon decided to take on the challenge in memory

of loved ones and to support the charity’s vital work in funding

research and helping people affected by heart and circulatory disease.

Cycling from London to Brighton is no small undertaking at the best of

times, but doing it in hot weather made the achievement even more

The church doors and railings were
decorated so brightly that no one could
miss the fact that we were open! There
were plants, cakes, refreshments, a
raffle, and plenty of things to win and
do, including making cress houses. The
day raised a fantastic £281.19. A Huge
Thank you to Teresa for organising such
a cheerful and welcoming event.

And there is more to look forward to!
Don’t forget to put the Caribbean
Evening in your diary: Saturday 4 July,
7pm at St Mark’s Hall, Cranbury Road.

It promises to be another joyful parish
occasion.

British Heart
Foundation

impressive. Sharon kept going, mile after mile, with determination, good humour, and

plenty of heart.

Thanks to the generosity of her supporters, she has raised over £1,000, which is a

phenomenal achievement and a wonderful tribute to those in whose memory she rode.

Very well done, Sharon, from everyone in the parish. We are proud of you — and we hope

you have had a very well-earned rest!




ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING

It was lovely to see such a great turnout
for our APCM on Sunday 17 May. Thank
you to everyone who came along, took
part, and helped us look ahead
together as a parish.

At the meeting, we appointed two
Churchwardens:

e Linda Parish (All Saints)
e Kwaw Elliott (St Mark’s)

Linda and Kwaw officially took up their
roles following the Archdeacon’s
Visitation on 18 June, where they were
sworn in.

Churchwardens play a vital part in
parish life, supporting the priest,
encouraging the congregation, and
helping our churches to flourish. We are
very grateful to them both for being
willing to serve again.

We were also pleased to appoint new
members to the PCC.

Thank you to the following people for
offering their time, gifts, and wisdom:

e Helen McLuckie

e lva Butler

e Rosie Hughes

e Anesta Vaughan

¢ Angelina Elliott

e Suzie Carter

¢ Nana Gyebi-Johnson

Please do say hello and encourage them
when you see them in church.

We also want to offer our warm thanks to
Jess Wallis, Liz Sandford, and John Hodge,
who stood down at the APCM at the end
of their terms of office. We are very

in meetings, representing your own view
as well as others in the parish.

There are still vacancies on the PCC, so
please do prayerfully consider whether
you, or someone you know, might be
able to offer some time to support our
parish mission and growth.

At our APCM we also appointed three
members to Deanery Synod:

As we explained in the last newsletter,
nearby parishes are grouped into a
deanery so that churches can share
ideas, encourage one another, and work
together. Deanery Synod is one of the

grateful for all they have given to the life of pPlaces where representatives from local

the parish.

PCC members are vital to the running of

our parish. They are the governing body of

a Church of England parish and are
trustees registered with the charity
commission. We need people who have a
passion and willingness to see the parish
grow, who are willing to commit to all that
we need to do in our parish and speak up

Are you a communicant?
Have you betn ow the electoral
roll for at least & wmondtins?

Tha Parochial Charch Cowncil (PCC] is an important part of

Church life. Our Parish has 12 FOC members as well as other

churches meet to talk about shared
concerns and take part in the wider life
of the Church.

Finally, the meeting ended with a
thoughtful and encouraging discussion
led by James Butler, reflecting on the
question,

“Where do we have connections
in the parish?”

We also asked,

“Where can we see the love of
God?”’

and “Where are we being led?”

The board from that conversation is still
up at All Saints, so do take a look next
time you are in church. It is a lovely
reminder that our parish life is something
we all share in, and that God is at work
among us in many different ways.

key peopls who meet abowt T fimes 3 year, in addition to the
misn annual meoting in Apel, We discuss a varety of issues as
weell as plan the strategic growth of our bwo churches, We have
fun, lively meetings where we can share our views and those

of the congregation on imporiant charch matters.

We need people with a passion and with the drive and com-
mitment to take our Parish forwand in the community

Could this be you?
If so, please speak to any member of the POC [see piciure

board at the back of church) or speak to Rev'd Jo to find out
rrione




EVENTS JULY AND AUGUST
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Reading Sinfonietta returns to All
Saints Church this summer
performing Mendelssohn's
enchanting incidental music to 'A
Midsummer Night's Dream' and
Haydyn's 'Drum Roll' symphony.

Saturday 18th July, 2026, 7:30pm

All ages (under-16s must be
accompanied by an adult)

Tickets adults £18

Students and <18 £7.50

available from
https://wegottickets.com/f/22197
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BESIDE THE SEASIDE?

The St Vincent and the Genadines
Association, Reading is organising a
trip to Margate on 15th August.
Details on the poster above. Places
are limited so please do book yours
now if you would like to attend.

The SVGA supports Vincentians and
their friends in Reading, the UK, and
St Vincent & The Grenadines. The
association is dedicated to relieving
poverty, promoting leisure, recreation
health, welfare, and education for the
community, and organising
fundraising, social events, and trips
that bring people together and
celebrate their shared heritage.

The association also provides
community news, support, and

advice on important topics

such as the Windrush Documentation
and Compensation scheme.

Memership is open to all who wish to
join, participate, or support the
mission of the association.



SAFEGUARDING: A SHARED RESPONSIBILITY

Safeguarding is one of those words we
hear quite often in church life, but it is
much more than a policy folder, a
training course, or a notice on the wall.
At its heart, safeguarding is about
helping our churches to be safe,
welcoming, and caring places for
everyone: children, young people,
adults, volunteers, visitors, and those
who may be vulnerable for any reason.

The Church of England describes
safeguarding as an integral part of the
Church’s mission and ministry. In other
words, it belongs right at the centre of
our life together, because caring well for
one another is part of what it means to
follow Christ. Good safeguarding helps
us notice concerns, respond properly,
and make sure people are listened to
and supported.

We are very pleased to introduce Helen
McLuckie as our new Parish
Safeguarding Officer (PSO).

WHAT IS

SAFEGUARDING?

Helen is a regular attender at All Saints
and a member of the PCC, and many of
you will already know her around the
parish. In this role, Helen will work with
the clergy, churchwardens, PCC, and
diocesan safeguarding team to help us
keep our safeguarding arrangements up
to date and to respond appropriately if
concerns are raised.

Helen will be completing her
safeguarding training over the next few
months — and there is quite a lot of it!
We are grateful to her for being willing
to take on this important responsibility
and for giving her time to help our
parish continue to be a safe and
supportive community.

Safeguarding is not only the

responsibility of the Parish Safeguarding

Officer, the clergy, or the PCC. It is

EVERYONE’S responsibility. If something

does not seem right, if someone tells
you something that worries you, or if

you have any concern about the safety
or wellbeing of a child or adult, please
do not keep it to yourself. It is always
better to share a concern promptly than
to assume someone else has noticed.

If you have any safeguarding concerns,
please speak to Helen as soon as
possible. (Whillst Helen gets settled in
her new role she can be contacted via
the Parish Office clergy or wardens)
You can also speak to Revd Jo or one of
the churchwardens if that feels easier.
Concerns will be taken seriously and
handled with care, sensitivity, and
appropriate confidentiality.

Thank you, Helen, for taking on this role,
and thank you to everyone in the parish
for helping us to build a church
community where people are valued,
respected, and safe. Safeguarding is
everyone’s responsibility, and together
we can help make our churches places
of trust, care, and welcome for all.

Safe &*
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Helen McLuckie

confidential support service
' for adults who have been
abused by someone in the
. Church.
{rf you have been affected,
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COULD YOU HELP US MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE ?

There is something very special about
music in church. A familiar hymn can lift
our spirits, a simple harmony can make
the words feel new again, and a choir
can help the whole congregation sing
with more confidence and joy. For many
generations, music has been an
important part of worship at All Saints,
and we would love to see that tradition
grow again.

So, this autumn, we are exploring the
possibility of starting a new parish choir.
At this stage we are not asking anyone
to make a firm commitment; we are
simply trying to find out who might be
interested. If there are enough willing
singers, we hope to gather a small core
of people who could sing regularly at
services and rehearse together.

You do not need to be an expert
musician, and you do not need to have
sung in a church choir before. If you
enjoy singing, are willing to learn, and
would like to help lead worship, you
would be very welcome. Enthusiasm
matters much more than perfection!

In time, we hope the choir might grow
into a family choir, where children,
teenagers, and adults can sing alongside
one another. One of the lovely things

about a church choir is that it brings
together people of different ages and
backgrounds in a shared purpose.

For adults, it can offer
friendship, musical
development, and a meaningful
way to contribute to parish life.

e For older members, it can
provide companionship,
continued musical involvement,
and a sense of belonging.

e For children and young people,
it can build confidence, develop
musical skills, and give them a
real role within worship.

As a church choir, we hope to offer
something distinctive: the opportunity
to sing liturgical music in the setting for
which it was written. There is a wealth
of sacred repertoire which is in danger
of being lost to future generations if we
do not give our present congregations
the opportunities to experience it.

We may also be able to explore
opportunities such as the Royal School
of Church Music’s Voice for Life
programme, as well as ways of
developing keyboard, musicianship, and
listening skills. But the first step is

[

NEW MONTHLY BOOK GROUP
— WOULD YOU BE INTERESTED?

at church.

nice.

Group

group looks like), please speak to Revd Jo.

We’re exploring the idea of a monthly book group

The plan would be simple: choose a book with a
spiritual theme, read it over the course of a
month, and then meet for an informal, friendly
discussion—over a glass (or cup) of something

If you’d like to take part (or help shape what the

~N

J

simply to gather people who would like
to sing.

At this stage, we are not asking people
to commit. We are simply trying to
discover whether there is sufficient
interest to establish a sustainable choir.

If you are interested, or if you know
someone who may be, please speak to
Revd Jo, Jerry, Katharine or Rosa or
email Katharine at
sherbornecats@gmail.com or contact
the parish office.

Music has always been one of the
church's greatest gifts. With your help,
we hope to see that gift flourish once
again.

FLOWER ARRANGING

It is lovely to have flowers in
Church, especially for our
festivals. The Flower arranging
team at All Saints has dwindled
as some of our older members
has retired and we need more
help

Do you have a bit of spare
time?

Do you have the skill or would
like to learn?

Please speak to Sylvia or Jackie
if you can help.



EXPLORERS LATEST ADVENTURE

e @ On Friday 26th June,our Explorers group If you would like to join the Explorers on

enjoyed a lovely morning visit to the their next adventure, please contact
quiet village of Aldermaston Wharf, Revd Jane.

famed for its scenic canal views and
tranquil atmosphere. Despite being one
of the hotest days on record, they made
the most of the fresh air, waterside
views, and time together outdoors as
they explored the canal, chatted
together, and enjoyed a change of scene.
As the picture shows, it was a loveley
morning and a great opportunity for the

group to share an adventure together.

lﬂHILDEEH‘E HOSPICE MONTH

As June was Children's Hospice month and as | have supported
and fundraised for Berkshire (Alexander Devine) Children’s
Hospice [even before it acquired the land it was built on), | submit
the following (self-penned poem)

They Lay ime is & healer,

Lse the Scripture verses below to locate

the places in the puzzle. (f & verse

mentions more than one place, only cne

appears in the puzzle, so choose carefully)
Circle each place as you find it.

Answers go. =4 | Yy

And that evenything has its season.
That there is 8 purpose behind everything
And that nothing happens without good reason.

But | have to admit my hear aftén rebeals

ottt et b tielbade n:;;ﬁ:?u:ﬁ Isaiah 23:1 Luke 24:13

For it seems to me, it defies all rhyme and reason Genesis 11:9 [saiah 23:2 Jahn 2:1
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NO MOW MAY AT ST MARKS By Teresa Colliass

When | was little, my grandad took great pride in mowing his lawn, always
making sure the lines were perfectly straight. These days, many people have
replaced real grass for artificial turf or, like me, opted for slate chippings - sorry,
grandad.

Here at St Mark's, we still have the real thing, and this year | decided to join in
withNo Mow May. The idea is simple: leave the lawnmower in the shed for the
month of May to give wildflowers and insects a chance to thrive.

By letting the grass grow, we allow the wildflowers to bloom, providing vital
nectar for the bees, butterflies and countless other insects. patch of unmown
grass becomes part of a much bigger patchwork that supports the wildlife we
depend on.

Even though | don't have grass in my own garden, I've planted pollinator-friendly
plants to play my part.

No Mow May is a trademark of Plantlife.

TOO HOT TO IGNORE

This summer, we're feeling the heat of scientists, ecologists, engage in caring for it. The current
more than ever with an intense conservationists or so-called ‘eco- heatwave serves as a wake-up call,
heatwave sweeping across the country. warriors’. They are an integral part of  urging us to rethink our habits and

As | sit at my desk editing this what it means to be a Christian. As consider how we can live more

followers of Jesus, we are commanded sustainably.
newsletter the thermometer on the wall ’ y

to love God

tells me it is a very uncomfortable The Creation Care Pledge is more than
34*C, and | think every

conversation I've had this

and to just words; it’s an invitation to roll up

our sleeves and take action together.
week has begun with the Whether by reducing our carbon

word's "It's HOT!"

- 5 footprints, supporting local
It's hard to ignore the _;,,,,_., ah sustainability efforts, or advocating for
greener policies, planting trees, or

record-breaking ., 13
Caroi simply being mindful of our energy use

temperatures and the

Bouhamptang at home. every little action counts.
strange weather patterns that g Y
seem to be becoming the new normal. ] As we navigate this heatwave, let’s
love our neighbours as ourselves.

These changes remind us that climate remember our responsibility to care for
change is real and affecting our planet, To love God is to love all that he has  the beautiful world God has given us.
and it’s time for us to step up and do made and created. And to love our

. . We are looking for people who can
something about it. neighbours as ourselves is to ensure .

. o help our churches to work in a more
that our actions and decisions are a

In our Diocese of Oxford, we’re being sustainable way for the sake of the

] force for good, not harm.
encouraged to take a proactive stance. world. Can you help us? If so please
The fifth mark of mission states that as We cannot show love to God and talk to Revd Jo or our church wardens.
Christians, we are ‘to strive to neighbour without acting for the good

) . i By coming together in prayer and
safeguard the integrity of creation, and of creation. As a community of faith,

sustain and renew the life of the earth.” We have a unique opportunity to lead

. . by example. Our calling is not just to .
Environmental issues and the state of ) generations to come.
pray for the world but to actively

action, we can be stewards of creation
and help ensure a healthier planet for

the earth are not just the responsibility



SEPTEMBER EVENTS

RIDE+STRIE

This year we are proud once again to to support Ride and Stride,
to raise money for historic church buildings. Participants are
sponsored to walk, cycle or scoot between as many churches as
they can on the day. Money riased is split between the
nominated trust and the participants chosen church.

Ride and Stride is the single largest source of income for many
historic Churches Trusts enabling them to make grants to places
of Christian Worship across the UK.

Would you like to take part this year? Get sponsorship to walk,
cycle or drive or ride to as many churches as you can on
Saturday 12th September.

Both St Mark’s Church and All Saints Church will be open this
year for Ride and Stride and at the same time we will be hosting
our Macmillan Cancer support coffee morning events.

Fancy giving it a go?
https://www.berkschurchestrust.org.uk/ride-and-stride-2/

SAVE ME A PEW

In smaller churches like ours, it can
sometimes feel like church is all about
the numbers. Sidespersons count the
numbr of people who attend each
service and the clergy count how many
recieve communion each week to

record in the Service Register which we from National Assembly Building, is
enormous by our standards, seating
~ about 26,000 people, and yet the
congregation became so large that

are legally obliged to keep.

= e
L wans g il FI&

We like it when our churches feel full
and we can celebrate together and we
worry when our numbers are lower.

At Yoido Full Gospel Church in Seoul,
South Korea, they have rather the
opposite problem: making sure there is
room for everyone!

Yoido Full Gospel Church began in
1958 with just a handful of people
meeting in a home. From those very

small beginnings it grew into one of
the best-known Pentecostal churches
in the world, with hundreds of
thousands of members and several
satellite congregations across Seoul.

Its main sanctuary, located across

extra services and satellite
_}| congregations were needed to help
everyone worship. Now the
- * membership is so large that attendees
are assigned specific weeks of the
month to attend services!

Imagine arriving at church and
discovering that the question is not
“Where shall I sit?” but “Which service
am | allowed to attend this week?”

What a powerful witness in a country
where only about 30 percent of the
population identifies as Christian. them?

LET'S

Macmillan Cancer Support

event and Heritage Open Day
Saturday 12th September

5t Mark's Church, Cranbury Rd - 10am—1pm
All Saints Church, Downshire Square - 10.30am
12pm
2 and 8] ] THET] W |
. 5 Doen Day
{both churches open 10am—2pm for viewing

Fasry perury we el eesm Mecmilan 2sn help more people with concer e
It au Pully an thay can

gl nemae kan dabes e ra il pau | of lilephani the paride ofae G118 950 1 h)
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51 Mark's Church, Cranbury Road, Reading, BEI0 2TA

All Sainks Chureh, Downshire Squshs, DGL GNN

needs an assigned pew rota here! But
the story is still a cheerful reminder
that churches can grow in surprising
ways when people are welcomed,
encouraged, prayed for, and invited to
take part.

Growth is not only about numbers. It is
also about warmth, faith, friendship,
and a sense that there is space for
everyone. A church can grow
whenever someone is greeted kindly, a
new family feels at home, a lonely
person finds company, or a neighbour
is invited to come and see.

We may not need a bigger building
just yet, but perhaps the challenge for
us is how we can keep making room in
our worship, our conversations, our
groups, and our hearts?

Who might be waiting for an invitation,
a friendly smile, or simply the
reassurance that there is a place for

Of course, our own parish life looks
very different, and thankfully no one




DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

+ Lonely® + Looking For Company? -
Fancy a cuppa?

Join us at our regular Monday coffee

Coffee on
Mondays

mornings at All Saints Church or at our
monthly charity coffee mornings in the
Downshire room All Saints Hall.
(For full details see below).

Coffee, chat and
companionship
Everyone is welcome

Coffee is also served on
Friday mornings at 8.40
(term time only)
before our weekly
Infant School Service

s JPEAT 3 OF MIN

Join us for coffee
and a chat.

g
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Every Monday
10:30-12.00
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We're hosting
a coffee morning

STRENGTH AND
BALANCE CLASS

St Mark’s Hall, Cranbury Road,
Reading, RG30 2TA

Lrerponi ' SeacinTes

Evory Tuesday
Tham ta 13 v

08
Sarkride Casw Homs ‘

A friendly, supportive exercise class de-
signed to strengthen muscles and bones,
improve balance and mobility and help
you feel more confident on your feet.

£8 per class (first session free)

Classes led by a qualified level 4 exercise
instructor.

Contact Laura for more information on
07762 151932 or email
lauramgfitness@gmail.com

alt i e el W el S B st B Hupa y
0118 952 8910  .wuw =

Tuesday 9.30am—10.30am

CHARITY COFFEE MORNING
10.30am—11.30am

Downshire Room, All Saints Hall

Includes raffle, tombola
and bring ‘n” buy
2nd Saturday in the month (except Nov)

%

11th July—Alzheimers Society and Age UK

8th August—M.N.D Association and The
Stroke Association

12th September—Macmillan Cancer
Support and Mercy Ships UK Ltd (This will
be in All Saints Church)

25% of the fundraising from each coffee
morning will be donated to Parish Funds,
the remaining donations go directly to the
charities listed.

BADMINTON CLUB
Q5
« |

Maonday 7.30-9.30pm
Tuesday 7.30—9.30pm
All 5aints Hall £4

Bring = racket, Tuition available.

OFPEN GROUP

We meet at 2.30pm in the Downshire
Room, All Saints Hall (unless otherwise
stated) Payment is £10 per year (excluding
July/ Aug and Dec) or £2 per meeting.

Wednesday 15th July (meet at midday)
for 12.30pm lunch at Toby Carvery—
annual Open Group meal out.

Wednesday 26th August-‘Bring and Share Garden Party - 12.30pm—2pm at Kaikoura
(see Philip Cook for more details or telephone 0118 3766425). Two hour parking
available.

Wednesday 23rd September—’My travels in 2025’ - illustrated talk by Peter Scott

LINK GROUP

Link Group usually meet on Wednesdays at
11am until 12 noon (in the Downshire
Room, All Saints Hall, Downshire Square) for
coffee, chat, prayer and study of a bible
passage.

If you would like to join us or find our more,
please ask.

Our dates for the summer will be.

Wednesday 8th July
Wednesday 5th August
Thursday 10th September




FRAYEKS... WALSINGHAM MASS | - | -

Do you have something or someons you
wiould like us to pray for?

We are happy to receive weekly prayer

requests using the prayer boses in church ¥ | -:‘E HE

A Social gathering fm@iﬂmh-dml

TUESTAY T4ER JuLY

TUESDAYl &th SEFT

4.30-6pm

or by speaking to the wardens or clergy
on a Sunday morning. If your request is
niat for yourself, please check that the NEW MEETING TIME
person for whom you are requesting 7.30PM

prayer is happy for you ta share The cell of owr Lady of Walsingham

information with us. In public prayer only meet to celebrate Mass at 7.30pm All Saints Church Hall

first names or initials will be used. God, ::MLSE""? ﬁh”"':h I:"i thel:ld;'ﬂ MAD Club meets one Tuesday a month,
onday of the manth [excleding

'I"u'hlj tnﬂ'ﬂ's a" thll‘lgi, h'EEl'S- bE'.'Und lh'E bank halid ays)- for fun, Eames, crafis and time [ogetiher

T gros in our faith and rmake an even
bigger difference in our world,
‘We finish with a simple meal together-
Wy mot invite a friend?

words we speak aloud to the intentions
of our hearts and will not Fail to listen.
If you would like someone to pray with

Bdonday 11th May
Monday 1st June

e S T SN SN W S S — O — 8 —

Edonday 6th July Far mare information talk to
vou, please speak to one of the clergy or Rewd Jo or Iva Butler,
m|n|5tr|'| team, T e 4 b 0 m—
| maemasaaas e e aaaneaanaaanaaan e e an T AT An A n A n A n A n A n T A n T A n T n T n T ]
In particular we invite you to pray i A PRAYER FOR OUR TIME
} = ' L LY
* forall affected by the extreme heat e A Celtic version of the Lord's prayer
in Reading and across the UK, Jaohn Philip Newell ]
. i Holy One bevond all names :
especially alder people, young : | i
i ECernal Wellsoring H
children, those who are unwell, rough : : Pring :
{ May love rise again in us today
sleepers, D”tdm_r workers, and With focd for every table
EMETEENCY SEMVICES. : Shelter for every family ,
« for climate responsibility and care and reverence far every life g
for creation: for wise choices by Fargive us our failings in love

individuals, communmnities, businesses,
and governments, and for those most
affected by extreme weather,
pollution, and environmental

And free us from all falseness

That the light of aur sauls may shine

And the strength of cur spirits endure
Foe Earth and for all its people

damage. f
This day, tonight and foraver.
* for people in Reading facing financial
pressure and the cost of living, and Y i Amen

for local support services, food banks, l |

-
T 1 — 0 — ] — ] — 1 — 1 — 1 — 1 —

churches, and community groups

helping those who are struggling. * forthose who are sick or In

need and those who care for JOINUS FOE PRAYER ...

» for schools, children, young people, them, remembering especailly Compline (Night prayer] is
and families, especially the pressures Stella, 5tella, Linda, Judith, &nn, online sach Wednesdsy and
as the end of term approaches and Valerie, and Christabeal

Sunday night al 9pm ,

for the summer break. Parish prayers mast fortnightly

*  for those who have recently

» for our national political leaders: for died recently including, online on afternate Monday
wisdom, imtegrity, compassion, and a Christing, Qlive, Evie and Pete, evenings at 7pm, to pray for the
commitment to justice as they make and those whose year's mind g, Farish and our community.
decisions affecting the whole country. fall at thins time. Everyang is walcome to join us

»  Pray for peace in our world, « for our local church at these times

community: for faithfulness,
kindness, welcome, and
courage as we worship, serve,
care for one anather, and share
Gaod's love In our parish.

h'.‘::Jm._:r. at all times, pray wit -

»  Pray for the town of Reading: for
out ceaning give thanks in all

safe streets, good neighbourliness,
those affected by crime or domestic
abuse, and all who work to make our
community more caring, just, and
hopeful.

circumstances: for this ls tha
will of (rod In Chriet Jasus for

you
L Theswbaniaes 5 16- L8




GENEROUS GIVING

If you are shopping online then please consider
first registering with easyfundraising.

Raise free funds
avary tima wou
shop online

www.easyfundraising.org.uk—perhaps the easi-
est way to support our church financially
shop on-line. Many companies ‘donate’ a small
percentage of the total cost of your goods to
your nominated charity and it costs you noth-
ing.!

Just hover over the QR code with your camera
on your smart device and it will take you to St

if you

sasyhundnising

You spend,
retailers donate

Skgn up to savylundraialng
and see your favourite
refailers donate o

St Mark and &l Sainks Fesding

whanewer you shop with fhem

Don’t forget our Parish is
also a charity and there are
many ways you can support
us.

*You can remember loved

ones by sponsoring our
weekly service sheets. We
recommend a donation of
£20 and we can print a
short tribute (up to 50
words) on the front of the
service sheet on your cho-
sen date.

« If you’re a fan of online

Mark and All Saints Reading easyfundraising’s

cause page.

Saints Church PCC.

Sort Code 30-91-31,
Account number 02374937.

» Become a regular giver
by setting up a regular

amount via the Parish Giv-

ing Scheme—

« Scan the QR code in the
service sheet (and the front
of this newsletter) and
make a donation on your
smart phone with your

banking why not give direct el

by BACS to St Mark and All

SMALL GIFTS, BIG DIFFERENCE

A very special thank you to everyone who kindly donated to
Christian Aid during May. Together, we raised a wonderful
£924.83, which has now been sent to Christian Aid. This is a
fantastic total, and it will make a real difference to people facing
poverty, crisis, and injustice around the world.

The money was raised through a number of parish events and
donations, including our quiz night, which raised , Jor

. . . LIy 3
£268, a contribution from the jumble sale, and
generous gifts from parishioners through the y
collection envelopes in church. Every donation, |
large or small, has helped us reach this
excellent total.

Christian Aid works with local partners and
communities to help people claim their rights,
access essential services such as healthcare
and education, respond to humanitarian
emergencies, and become more resilient in
the face of disasters such as droughts, climate
change, and hurricanes. Their work is rooted
in the belief that everyone should be able to
live a full life, free from poverty.

.. Thﬂ:nﬁ Yoar!
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HALLS FOR HIRE

Our two beautiful Church halls are available for
regular hire for groups and organisations or one
off hire for parties and events.

Rental income from our halls plays a huge role in
balancing the parish finances so please consider us
if you are looking for a space and recommend us
to your friends.

The Downshire Room at All Saints is also available
separately for smaller '
groups.

All Saints Hall,
Downshire Sq, RG1 6NH

Email the Parish Office:
allsaintsreading@gmail.com

or stmarkandallsaints@gmail.com
or call 0118 9502620

St Mark’s Hall, Cranbury Rd, RG30 2TA

| Email Sharon: st.mark.

church.hall@gmail.com
or telephone 0770 752

3617

1 Itis encouraging to know that the money
raised here in our parish becomes part of that
much wider work of hope and practical
support. Whether through emergency relief,
long-term development, or campaigning for

justice, Christian Aid helps churches and

communities stand alongside some of the
world’s most vulnerable people.

So thank you once again to everyone who
gave, organised, baked, quizzed, sorted,
collected, counted, or encouraged others to
take part. Your generosity is very much
appreciated, and it is a lovely reminder of what
we can do when we work together.

s
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FUTUEE DATES 2026

July Aug
Wed1st  9.00  Compline (zoom or telephone Sat 1st NO EVENTS
Thurs 2nd NO EVENTS Sun 2nd 9.00 St Mark’s Eucharist July
Fri 3rd 8.45  School Family Worship AS 11.00 All Saints Eucharist . .
preceded by coffee 9.00  Compline (zoom or telephone) Sat 4th Caribbean evening SM Hall
Sat 4th 7.00 Caribbean Evening SM hall Sunday 12th Messy Church
Sun5th  9.00 St Mark’s Eucharist Mon3rd  10.30 Coffee on Mondays AS Sat 18th RSO concert at All Saints Church
11.00 All Saints Eucharist 7.30 Walsingham Mass AS
Mo et 360(3’0 g°f“f"p“”e f\z/l°°f;‘ or teA':ph”e) Tues 4th NO EVENTS September
on . offee on Mondays . . . .
730 Walsingham Mas:As Wed 5th  11.00 Link Group AS Hall Sat 12th Ride and Stride/ Macmillan
Tue 7th ' NO EVENTS 9.00 Compline (zoom or telephone) cancer fundraising event (also Table Top
Wed 8th  11.00 Link Group AS Hall Thurs 6th NO EVENTS at SM Church)
9.00 Compline (zoom or telephone) Friday 7th NO EVENTS
Thurs 9th NO EVENTS Sat 8th 10.30 Charlty,l coffee ({-\S Hall) October
Fril0th  8.45  School Family Worship AS SunSth  9.00 St Mark’s Eucharist Scottish Dance SM tba
preceded by coffee Sat 11th 11.00 All Saints Eucharist
. 9.00 Compline (zoom or telephone)
Sat11th  10.30 Charity coffee (AS Hall) Mon 10th 1030 Coffee on Mondays AS November
Sun12th  9.00 St Mark’s Eucharist Tue 11th NO EVENTS Sat 14th Parish Christmas Fair
11.00 All Saints Eucharist
12 R i
230  Messy Church AS Wed 12th  9.00  Compline (zoom or telephone)
) Thurs 13th NO EVENTS December
9.00 Compline (zoom or ) . .
telephone) Fri 14th NO EVENTS Sat 5th Christmas Tree Festival
Mon 13th  10.30 Coffee on Mondays AS Sat 15th NO EVENTS
7.00  Parish Prayers sun16th  9.00 St Mark’s Eucharist Do email the parish office for any social or
Tues 14th  4.30  MAD Club (AS hall) 11.00 All Saints Eucharist fu.ndralsmg event sug'gestlons. Further events
9.00 Compline (zoom or telephone) 9.00  Compline (zoom or telephone) will be added to the list throughout 2026
Wed 15th  12.30 Toby Carvery Open Group Mon 17th  10.30 Coffee on Mondays AS
Thurs 16th NO EVENTS 7.00 Parish Prayers
Fril7th 845  School Family Worship AS Tue 18th NO EVENTS
preceded by coffee Wed 19th  9.00  Compline (zoom or telephone)
Sat 18th Reading Symphony Orchestra Thurs 20th NO EVENTS
AS Fri 21st NO EVENTS
Sun 19th 9.00 St Mark’s Eucharist Sat 22nd NO EVENTS
11.00 Al Salr.1ts Eucharist Sun23rd  9.00 St Mark’s Eucharist
9.00 Compline (zoom or telephone)
20th 1030  Coff g AS 11.00 All Saints Eucharist
"I\'/I(;n21s: ’ N((J) :\e/}Eo’\;\Tl;/Ion ays 9.00 Compline (zoom or telephone)
u
Wed 22nd 9.00 Compline (zoom or telephone) Mon 24th 1030 Coffee on Mondays AS
Thurs 23rd NO EVENTS Tue 25t NO EVENTS =
Wed 26th  12.30 Bring and Share (Open Group) SUNDAY Z00M
Fri 24th NO EVENTS .
9.00 Compline (zoom or telephone
Sat 25th NO EVENTS Thurs 27th NO EVENTS
Sun 26th  9.00 St Mark’s Eucharist Fri 28th NO EVENTS We recognise that it can be 2'-‘:":] I"T"I
11.00 All Saints Eucharist Sat 29th NO EVENTS .
9.00  Compline (zoom or telephone) Sun30th  9.00 St Mark’s Eucharist dlfﬁiu": fc:;sor]j nj\:rtr;bers Itdo §Et;0 ::::rd}t::ch
Mon 27th  10.30 Coffee on Mondays AS 11.00 All Saints Eucharist week, particularly In the colde onths ot the
. ear.
7.00  Parish Prayers 9.00 Compline (zoom or telephone) y ) ] )
Tue 28th NO EVENTS Mon3ist 1030 Coffee on Mondays AS \ZNe aim to live stream one service each week over
Wed 29th 9.00 Compline (zoom or telephone) oom.
Thurs 30th NO EVENTS If you are unable to join us in person, please do
Fri 31st NO EVENTS consider joining our worship online.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85678162379?
pwd=2ytBWFpleGdIUXovdGcyeEZoelZBdz09
Meeting ID: 856 7816 2379 and Passcode: wor-
ship (or 7805385 if dialling by phone) You ca
A FINAL THOUGHT!
Every Season... Turn to God.
Are you enjoying a happy time?  Praise God.
Is life becoming difficult?  Seek God.
Are you experiencing a quiet moment?  Worship God.
Are you suffering great pain?  Trust God.
Are you unsure what to do?  Ask God.
Are you overwhelmed with joy?  Thank God.




