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LETTER FROM THE RECTORY 
 

 

I write sitting in JFK airport while awaiting our flight 
home. We came to New York for a wedding, and looking 
back over the last six days I realise that we have not just 
been on holiday, we have been on a pilgrimage.  
 
A wedding – and June is a good month for weddings! – 
is a celebration of love: I knew that! And it was! But we 

found love throughout: in the kindness of flight attendants, the “good day” 
hospitality and welcoming smiles of hotel and restaurant staff, the warm 
embrace of old friends and the blossoming of new friendships.  
 
This pilgrimage of love was amazingly encapsulated in the giant motto, by Hank 
Willis Thomas, high on the wall the foyer of the Brooklyn Museum: in giant 
neon blue lettering, the words “LOVERULES”. This iconic image is illuminated in 
a sequence emphasising the words differently – LOVERULES, LOVERULES, 
LOVERULES, LOVERULES – and communicates to all entering the Museum that 
love is, in the artist’s words, ‘not an action of receiving, but rather an action of 
giving.’ Amen.  
 
Down to earth! On 20-21 June we will be walking 
our guided Eden Way pilgrim walk around the 
Valley, a pilgrimage of love and fellowship as we 
celebrate the beauty of God’s creation.  
 
Please see the poster with all the timing details 
in this magazine, and find the route information 
at devonpilgrim.org.uk. 
 
May all your travels be avenues of love. 
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Shillingford St George Church Calendar for June 2026 
 

Date Name Service Time 

7 June Trinity 1 Morning Service 9.30 

Sidesmen Liz   

Readers Nick and Peter   

Readings Romans 4:13-25 Matthew 9:9-13,18-26  

Prayers Clergy Manstree Lane & Manstree Tce  

Date Name Service Time 

14 June Trinity 2 Holy Communion 9.30 

Sidesmen Norman   

Readers Norman and Derek   

Reading Romans 5:1-8 Matthew 9:35-10:8  

Prayers Clergy Glebe Lane & Place Farm Area  

Date Name Service Time 

21 June Trinity 3 Evensong 6.00pm 

Sidesmen Tom and Gwen   

Readers Di and Peter   

Readings Romans 6:1b-11 Matthew 10:24-39  

Prayers Clergy Road through Shillingford St 
George 

 

Date Name Service Time 

28 June Trinity 4 Holy Communion 9.30 

Sidesmen Liz   

Readers Norman and Sue   

Readings Romans 6:12-23 Matthew 10:40-42  

Prayers Nick Surrounding parishes of 
Dunchideock, Kenn & Exminster 

 

Date Name Service Time 

5 July Trinity 5 Morning Service 9.30 

Sidesmen Di   

Readers Di and Derek   

Readings Romans 7:15-25a Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30  

Prayers Clergy Barrack Lane & Barton Lane  
 

Flower Rota – June/July 2026 
 
7 June – Delia  14 & 21 June - Dorothy   
28 June & 5 July - Lesley 
 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
The Church annual meeting was held on Tuesday 5 May.  Officers elected were: 
Churchwarden & Treasurer: Nick Mansell 
Church Council: Ken Law, Derek Leedham, Peter & Liz Wareham. 
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Gift Day Cream Teas 
  
Our annual Gift Day with Cream Teas will be taking place in the Village Hall on 
Saturday 27 June.  
 
As many of you living in older properties will know, the task of maintaining a historic 
building such as our Parish Church can be a daunting one. We receive no 
government funding (unlike some European countries), so our relatively small 
congregation bears the whole financial responsibility for the life and work of the Parish 
Church. Recent Government tax changes also mean it is more difficult to recover the 
VAT on maintenance work. 
 
Our Common Fund payment still needs to be paid to the diocese. Elsewhere in 
Country News you will read that our rector, Mike, will be retiring shortly. Church 
services will continue and we will still enjoy the support of ordained clergy (as well as 
the Lay team) to lead our services in church every week, and occasional offices such 
as baptisms, weddings & funerals. 
 
Church members believe that God calls them to be generous in their giving to his 
work, and the congregation responds to that call. However, without help from others 
that task is beyond such a small group of people. That is why we are so grateful to 
local friends who join with us each year on Gift Day, bringing their financial gifts in 
support of the work of the parish. 
 
The Cream Teas will be available from 2.30 – 4.30 in the Village Hall, and it would be 
wonderful to see you there! 
 
St George’s Supper 
 
Many thanks to Norman and all those who assisted him putting on the Supper in the 
Village Hall on 27 April. Including the receipts of the Raffle, £345 was raised for 
church funds after expenses. 
 

The Open Door Café 
  On Wednesday 15th April we celebrated our 16th Anniversary of the Cafe with 

delicious cakes and glasses of bubbly. Many thanks to all who support the cafe during 
the year,and we welcome anyone new who would like to join us for coffee/tea/biscuits 

and enjoy each others company . 
We meet every other Wednesday . 

Daphne 
 

Cafe Dates 
Wednesday 10th June 10.30-12Noon (Di/Eric's Garden) 
Wednesday 24th June 10.30-12Noon (Police/) S.V.H. 
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PAUL OXLEY 
UNPLUGGED 

On May 9th, Paul Oxley with father and son Craig and Ben Milverton came to do a gig in the village 
hall.  Not only is Paul a very successful singer song-writer and guitarist but Craig is also a renowned 

jazz pianist and Ben is a guitarist of note.   
 

Paul has spent many years in Finland where he had a very successful career with sold out gigs, 
number one records and TV appearances.  He has now moved back to the UK after his band broke 

up and has started a new group which he brought to our village hall.  Craig Milverton is one of 
Britain’s finest Jazz Pianists and this was recognised in 2010 by winning Best Jazz Pianist in the 
British Jazz Awards.  He regularly plays in Exeter at the Cygnet Theatre.  Ben has played many 
times with his Dad’s groups at Clubs and Jazz Festivals.  Ben’s astonishing technique and ability 

has been praised by such great guitarists as Nigel Price and Dominic Ashworth. 
 

So we were given a fabulous evening of songs Paul had written, often recorded in the past and 
songs he plans to record in the future.  This gig was really a sort of practice as they hadn’t been 
playing together for long but it was clear that we were given an evening of music by three great 

musicians.    
 

Peter Barwell 

FITNESS AND WELLBEING 

       Moments of… being caught up in the 

roles you ‘play’  
Parent, carer, professional… or when life asks 

something different of you. 
So much to manage and respond to - where 

are you in all this?  
Roles can shift, be lost or feel new – bringing 

with them a sense of stress, insecurity, feeling 
lost to name a few. 

 
Mindfulness helps you step back and 
reconnect gently with who you are.  

 
Join an 8-week evidence-based course. Free 

introductory session available 
 

Shirley Phillips | www.exetermindfulness.com 
| 07503 183224  

 

Please note revised date!! 
 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Shillingford Village Hall 
 

Tuesday 2nd June 
2.00pm 

 
It’s your chance to come along 

and see what’s been happening. 
Our Committee works hard to 

keep the hall a welcoming space 
for the local community and you 

may have some ideas for the 
future and decide to join us! 
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Friends of Shillingford Wood 

Midsummer Picnic  
Sunday 21st June 

7.30pm until the sun goes down 
 

 

 

No need to book, just come along. Bring something to sit on like a 

blanket or folding chair and whatever you like to eat and drink. 

 

This will be a fun and relaxing evening. We welcome your stories, 

jokes, recitals of poetry or renditions of your favourite songs.  

Musicians may wish to bring along their musical instruments to add to 

the occasion.  

 

Follow the signs from the entrance of the wood at the bottom of 

Sampson’s Hill, by Glebe Farm.  
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Shillingford and Peamore Neighbourhood Plan  

 
We had a successful meeting on 29th April 2026 to agree the next steps in preparing a 

Neighbourhood Plan for our Parish and a Steering Group has been established with the following 
membership:- 

 
Geraldine Benson (Chair), George Stephens (Vice Chair), Katrina Roberts (Secretary), Agnes 

Miller (Treasurer), Sally Le Batteaux (Member), Peter Barwell (Member), Trevor Ridgers (Member), 
John Parrott (Member). 

 
Ideally, we would like to recruit 2 more members of the Steering Group and we will also need the 

help and support of other people living in the Parish.   
 

The new Teignbridge Local Plan which includes major housing developments at Markhams Farm 
and Peamore is due to be approved by Teignbridge District Council on 19th May 2026. This makes 

it all the more important for us to prepare a Neighbourhood Plan for our Parish. 
 

The next meeting of the Steering Group will take place at 7.30pm on 1st June 2026 in the Village 
Hall. Everyone is welcome to come along whether you are interested in being on the steering 

group, willing to help as a volunteer or just keen to know what it’s all about. 
 

John Parrott 
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Shillingford St George Gift Day 
Saturday 27th June 
 

From The Rector 
 
Cream Teas served in The Village Hall from 2.30-4.30pm 
 
We’d love to see local residents and neighbours in the Village Hall on 
Saturday 27th June when we shall have our Annual Gift Day. 
Most of the cost of looking after our beautiful Church falls to those who 
worship in it Sunday by Sunday. We like to give the wider community a 
chance share in it’s upkeep: this is your day to make a gift. Every village 
Church is an asset to the community, whether or not you’re a “regular” 
and we hope you’ll take the chance to hare in looking after it. 
 
The building is expensive to maintain. This year the government withdrew 
its Listed Building VAT refund, effectively raising the cost of repair by 20% 
in one fell swoop. The promised grants to replace this subsidy have not 
yet been revealed and will be much harder to claim, especially by small 
churches like ours. There are no other government funds to support parish 
churches. It’s always been the case that they are funded and repaired by 
the locals. This is even more the case now than it was before.  
 
I’m hoping for a sunny afternoon, with pleasant company and happy 
conversation. Thank you, in advance. You’re welcome to come for a 
cream tea, and a gift is your choice should you wish to make a 
contribution. 
 

Retiring from Ministry 
 
Most villagers will already have learned that I will be retiring in July. My 
final Sunday in our Church will be 12th July at the 9.30am service. I move 
on with mixed feelings. All the family are very very excited as we plan our 
move to our new home in Pinhoe. Unlike previous moves, this time it 
involves a major change in life style. I’m not off to another church I’m 
entering the green meadows of retirement. Working in the three Churches 
of this Mission Community has been a time of great happiness. I’ll be sad 
to leave, albeit we’re moving just a few miles away. I thank everyone for 
their love and friendship. For putting up with my ways. And I hope you’ll 
pray as God opens for me and Lucy a doorway into something new. 

 

Mike Partridge
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Dunchideock Church Calendar 
(for other church services in the Mission Community see the main schedule) 

Date Name Service Time 
 

Jun 14 Trinity 2 Holy Communion 10:30am 

Sidesperson Ray Mallett 

Readers Jamie Cummings  Ann Mallett 

Readings Exodus 19:2-8a Romans 5:1-8 

Intercessions Shirley Phillips 

Cleaning  Liz Anderson and Heather Ellis 
Flowers  Shirley Phillips and Alison Alexander 

 
Teign Valley & Haldon Hill Mission Community 
The Teign Valley & Haldon Hill Mission Community includes the parishes of Ashton, 
Bridford, Christow, Doddiscombsleigh, Dunchideock and Dunsford. 
Rev’d Ruth Frampton (Rector) - 01647 253164 or tvhhrectory@yahoo.com 
 
Pastoral Care 
If you would like, or know someone who would be glad of, a call or “virtual” visit from 
Rev’d Ruth or another member of the church community or from an Anna Chaplain, 
please contact the rectory (contact details above), or the Churches’ Administrator 
(see Getting in touch… below). 
  
Sunday Services 
There is a 9am telephone service each Sunday - you do not need internet access, 
just a landline or mobile telephone. Between 5 and 10 minutes before the service 
begins, please dial 0333 011 0616 and enter the code 334 7721, followed by the # 
key, when asked. The cost of the call is the standard cost for any 01, 02 or 03 
number, but will vary according to your telephone contract. If you miss the Sunday 
sermon, catch up by phone. Call local number 01647 407047 to listen during the 
following week. 
 
All our church buildings are open for public worship and details are provided in the 
separate schedule of services or see the “A Church Near You” website for your parish 
(search for e.g. “A Church Near You Bridford”). 
 
Pilgrim Places, Holy Lives – 25 May to 21 June 
Travel through places made holy by faithful lives and uncover fresh light for your 
journey with God. A new series of reflections themed around pilgrimage, exploring 
eight place which were important in the spread of Christianity in England and the 
stories of the saints who lived there – see https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-
life/pilgrim-places-holy-lives-gospel-journey-early-english-saints 
 
Forest Church – Sunday 28 June  
This is a monthly opportunity to explore outdoor spirituality, for all the family, at 4pm in 
Ashton Village Orchard (behind the Village Hall). Bring a camp chair or rug to sit on if 
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you can, everyone of all ages is welcome, dogs too! 
Scattered Church – Home Communion – week beginning 22 June 
Rev’d Ruth will be taking home communion to those who are not able to attend 
church. If you would like to arrange a visit, please contact Rev’d Ruth (details above). 
 
Getting in touch… 
If you wish to discuss plans for a baptism/christening, banns of marriage, wedding, 
funeral, interment of ashes or memorial service, or have any other enquiry, please 
contact Steve Cook, the Churches’ Administrator, on 01392 832332 or email 
tvhchurches@gmail.com 
 
From the registers… 
Weddings: 
24 May Hannah Cook and Noah Stanton (Dunchideock) 
 
Funerals: 
22 April Olive Hellier (Dunsford) 
26 April Elizabeth Jenne (interment) (Dunchideock) 
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News from Christow WI 

 
Halfway through the year already. Where did that time go? Are you making the 
most of every available opportunity and living life to the full? 
 
Maggie Duffy is a well-known singer, songwriter, poet and entertainer living in 
Brixham. She says she takes inspiration from the rich tapestry of the west Country 
legends, folklore and sea which she reflects in her writing. Some of her songs have 
gained her national recognition and a session in Maida Vale studios in London. 
Check out U tube where you can view several videos of her performing. 
Alternatively, you can come to our meeting on Thursday 11th June at 2 pm Teign 
Valley community Hall Christow and meet her in person as she will be our special 
guest. She will be entertaining us with a performance entitled Devon historical and 
hysterical. This will include her singing her songs, reading her poetry with the use of 
dialect and anecdotes connected to our beautiful west country. Based on local 
stories and legends, expect a thought provoking and humorous performance with 
tears of laughter thrown in.  
 
Come and join us to experience this unique opportunity to live life to the full, 
socialise, eat cake and drink tea all for just £5 cash. If you like what you see there 
will be the chance to join the Christow WI on the day and experience more 
opportunities to live life to the full. 
We hope to see you soon. Please consider joining us. 
Anne Rice 
For more information contact us at christowwi@gmail.com  

OPEN GARDEN 
 
In aid of Devon Air Ambulance 
 
Friday 12th & Sunday 14th June 2026   
1 – 5pm 
 
Marshall, Ide, EX2 9TN 
 
Admission cost £5 
Tea, coffee, homemade cakes and  plant sale 
 
** please no dogs ** 
 
 

mailto:christowwi@gmail.com
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TEIGN VALLEY MEN'S SHED 

Teign Valley Men’s Shed will be open every Thursday during June from 9:30am to 
12:30pm. If you are already a member, look out for an email or WhatsApp message 
just in case we have to cancel, or contact the email address below. 
 
The Shed is located at Embercombe in Higher Ashton, EX6 7QQ – on the first floor of 
the large building just beyond the main car park. Coffee and tea will be available. 
Transport is available if required – a minibus (courtesy of Acorn) is available most 
weeks, at a cost of £5 per week. See contact details below.  
 
What are Men’s Sheds? 
“Sheds" are kitted-out community spaces where men can enjoy practical hobbies. 
They’re about making friends, learning and sharing skills - and for a bit of banter over 
a cup of coffee or tea. The current focus is on woodwork. If you have skills to share, 
or you have very little or no experience and want to learn, then you will be very 
welcome! There is an annual membership fee of £10, and a session fee of £5 for 
each session. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Everyone is welcome! 
 

Don’t miss an opportunity to meet new friends and learn/share some practical 
skills. 

A busy 
session… 
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Villages diary 

Date 
 

Time Event Place 

JUNE 

Mon 1 19.30 Neighbourhood Plan Meeting Shillingford Village Hall 

Tue 2 10.30 – 12.00 The Garden Room coffee morning Lord Haldon Hotel 

Tue 2 14.00 Shillingford Village Hall AGM Shillingford Village Hall 

Fri 5 19.00 Whist Shillingford Village Hall 

Wed 10 10.30 – 12.00 Open Door Café Di and Eric’s Garden 

Wed 10 19.30 Garden Design Class Dunchideock Village Hall 

Fri 12 13.00 Open Garden Marshall, Ide 

Fri 12 19.00 Whist Shillingford Village Hall 

Sun 14 13.00 Open Garden Marshall, Ide 

Sun 14 14.30 Teign Valley Railway / Dunchideock 
History Society 

Christow Station 

Tue 16 10.30 – 12.00 The Garden Room coffee morning Lord Haldon Hotel 

Fri 19 19.00 Whist Shillingford Village Hall 

Sun 21 19.30 Friends of Shillingford Wood 
Midsummer Picnic 

Shillingford Woods 

Wed 24 10.30 – 12.00 Open Door Café Shillingford Village Hall 

Fri 26 5.30 Village Singers Dunchideock Village Hall 

Fri 26 19.00 Whist Shillingford Village Hall 

Sat 27 14.30 Shillingford Gift Day Shillingford Village Hall 

Tue 30 10.30 – 12.00 The Garden Room coffee morning Lord Haldon Hotel 

JULY 

Sat 4 TBC The Exchange Shillingford Village Hall 

Sun 5 15.00 Garden Party  Old Mill Cottage Dunchideock 

Sun 5 18.30 Evening talk at Haldon Belvedere / 
Dunchideock History Society 

Haldon Belvedere 
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SHILLINGFORD ST GEORGE AND SHILLINGFORD ABBOT 

 
Rector   Revd Mike Partridge  The Rectory, Alphington, EX2 8XJ 
(day off Thursday) The Parishes of Alphington 01392 491476; 07751 725306 
    Ide and Shillingford   rector@alphingtonstmichaels.org  

 
Church Warden       Mr Nick Mansell  (01392 832660)   sa5632@btinternet.com  
 

DUNCHIDEOCK 
 

Rector   Rev. Ruth Frampton   
The Rectory, Dry Lane, Christow, EX6 7PE 

(day off Thursday)  Tel: 01647 253164 
    tvhrectory@yahoo.com   
 
Church Warden  Tina Cook (01392 832057) tinamcook@btinternet.com 

 
Churches Administrator Mr Steve Cook (01392 832332) tvhchurches@gmail.com  
 
COUNTRY NEWS  
 
Editor this month  Michelle Saunders             
 
Editor for July/Aug  Judith Travell   

(01392 832600)  jhtravell@hotmail.com 
  
Advertising Editor:   Laura 
     countrynewsadvertising@gmail.com  

 
Front Cover    Judith Travell   

(01392 832600)  jhtravell@hotmail.com 
 
Treasurer    Steve Cook (01392 832332) tvhchurches@gmail.com 
 
Main Distributors  Peter and Liz Wareham and Tina Cook 

 
Articles for July/August issue must reach the editor by 15th June 

 
Country News Advertising Rates 
 
Classified: £2 for up to 3 lines per issue. 
Box advertisements (10 issues per year):  Full page: £19 or £144 per annum 
Half Page: £10 or £72 per annum   Quarter Page: £5 or £36 per annum 

 
All payments to the Treasurer in advance please 
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