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O Lord, open our lips 
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 

Blessed are you, creator of all, 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
As your dawn renews the face of the earth 
bringing light and life to all creation, 
may we rejoice in this day you have made; 
as we wake refreshed from the depths of sleep, 
open our eyes to behold your presence 
and strengthen our hands to do your will, 
that the world may rejoice and give you praise. 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   
Blessed be God for ever. 
 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 

 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 

1Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, ♦ 
which cannot be moved, but stands fast for ever. 
 

2As the hills stand about Jerusalem, ♦ 
so the Lord stands round about his people, 
from this time forth for evermore. 
 

3The sceptre of wickedness shall not hold sway 
over the land allotted to the righteous, ♦ 
lest the righteous turn their hands to evil. 
 



 
 

4Do good, O Lord, to those who are good, ♦ 
and to those who are true of heart. 
 

5Those who turn aside to crooked ways 
the Lord shall take away with the evildoers; ♦ 
but let there be peace upon Israel. 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen. 

1King Herod laid violent hands upon some who belonged to the church. 2He had James, the 
brother of John, killed with the sword. 3After he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to 
arrest Peter also. (This was during the festival of Unleavened Bread.) 4When he had seized 
him, he put him in prison and handed him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, 
intending to bring him out to the people after the Passover. 5While Peter was kept in prison, 
the church prayed fervently to God for him. 
 

6The very night before Herod was going to bring him out, Peter, bound with two chains, was 
sleeping between two soldiers, while guards in front of the door were keeping watch over the 
prison. 7Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He tapped 
Peter on the side and woke him, saying, ‘Get up quickly.’ And the chains fell off his wrists. 
8The angel said to him, ‘Fasten your belt and put on your sandals.’ He did so. Then he said to 
him, ‘Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.’ 9Peter went out and followed him; he did 
not realize that what was happening with the angel’s help was real; he thought he was seeing 
a vision. 10After they had passed the first and the second guard, they came before the iron 
gate leading into the city. It opened for them of its own accord, and they went outside and 
walked along a lane, when suddenly the angel left him. 11Then Peter came to himself and 
said, ‘Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from the hands of 
Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.’ 
 

The Lord has anointed me 
and sent me to bring good news to the oppressed. 
 

1The Spirit of the Lord is upon me ♦ 
because he has anointed me. 
 

2He has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, ♦ 
to bind up the broken-hearted, 
 

3To proclaim liberty to the captives, ♦ 
and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 
 

4To proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, ♦ 
to comfort all who mourn, 
 

 

 



 
 

5To give them a garland instead of ashes, ♦ 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit, 
 

6That they may be called oaks of righteousness, ♦ 
the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified. 
 

7For as the earth puts forth her blossom, ♦ 
and as seeds in the garden spring up, 
 

8So shall the Lord God make righteousness and praise ♦ 
blossom before all the nations. 
 

9You shall be called priests of the Lord; ♦ 
they shall speak of you as ministers of our God.     

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 

The Lord has anointed me 
and sent me to bring good news to the oppressed. 

13When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?’ 14And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but others 
Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ 15He said to them, ‘But who do you 
say that I am?’ 16Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ 
17And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has 
not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’ 

Your salvation is near to those who fear you; 
that glory may dwell in our land. 
Your salvation is near to those who fear you; 
that glory may dwell in our land. 
Mercy and truth have met together; 
righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
That glory may dwell in our land. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit. 
Your salvation is near to those who fear you; 
that glory may dwell in our land.       



 
 

You did not choose me but I chose you 
and I appointed you to go out and bear fruit, fruit that shall last. 
 

1Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, ♦ 
who has come to his people and set them free. 
 

2He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, ♦ 
born of the house of his servant David. 
 

3Through his holy prophets God promised of old ♦ 
to save us from our enemies, from the hands of all that hate us, 
 

4To show mercy to our ancestors, ♦ 
and to remember his holy covenant. 
 

5This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham: ♦ 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
 

6Free to worship him without fear, ♦ 
holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life. 
 

7And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, ♦ 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 
 

8To give his people knowledge of salvation ♦ 
by the forgiveness of all their sins. 
 

9In the tender compassion of our God ♦ 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
 

10To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, ♦ 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.    
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 

You did not choose me but I chose you 
and I appointed you to go out and bear fruit, fruit that shall last. 

  Lord, have mercy. 
  Christ, have mercy. 

 

Encouraged by our fellowship with all the saints, 
let us make our prayers to the Father through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Father, your Son called men and women to leave the past behind them and to follow him as 
his disciples in the way of the cross. Look with mercy upon those whom he calls today, 
marks with the cross and makes his disciples within the Church … 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
 
 



 
 

Your Son told his disciples not to be afraid and at Easter breathed on 
them his gift of peace. Look with mercy upon the world into which 
he sent them out, and give it that peace for which it longs … 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
 

Your Son formed around him a company who were no longer servants but friends, and he 
called all those who obeyed him his brother and sister and mother. Look with mercy upon 
our families and our friends and upon the communities in which we share … 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
 

Your Son sent out disciples to preach and heal the sick. Look with mercy on all those who 
yearn to hear the good news of salvation, and renew among your people the gifts of healing … 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
 

Your Son promised to those who followed him that they would sit on thrones judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel and would share the banquet of the kingdom. According to your 
promise, look with mercy on those who have walked with Christ in this life and now 
have passed through death … 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
 

Almighty God, 
you have built your Church upon the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets, 
with Jesus Christ himself as the chief cornerstone: 
so join us together in unity of spirit by their doctrine, 
that we may be made a holy temple acceptable to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Almighty God, 
whose blessed apostles Peter and Paul 
glorified you in their death as in their life: 
grant that your Church, 
inspired by their teaching and example, 
and made one by your Spirit, 
may ever stand firm upon the one foundation, 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 



 
 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil, 
and keep us in eternal life. Amen. 
 

Let us bless the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 


