The Fotherby Group PCC 

in the Diocese of Lincoln
SAFEGUARDING/WHISTLEBLOWING POLICY

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS
The Fotherby Group PCC follows the current policy of the House of Bishops, as published in the safeguarding e-manual.
Supporting families, parents and carers.
We believe that vulnerable adult and child protection should be seen within the context of family, parents and carer support.  If support is given to the family, parents or carer, then the vulnerable adult or child or young person is supported.

Confidentiality.

The House of Bishops' child protection policy contains guidance on Confidentiality (see Promoting a safe church.).  While respecting the need of confidentiality it is legally possible, appropriate and highly desirable to disclose relevant information to the public authorities for the sake of protecting children, young people and vulnerable adults.  The PCC understands both the need for confidentiality and the requirement to disclose information to protect those who are vulnerable.

Insurance

The House of Bishops' Policy Protecting all God's children, at page 29 (2010) gives advice about insurance for those working with children and young people.  The PCC will ensure that should any work of this type be undertaken, the correct insurance will be obtained before any activities commence.

Standards in working with children and young people

The PCC believes it is vital that the environment in which children and youth groups meet is appropriate and safe.  No group will be allowed to meet in an unsuitable/unsafe environment.  The PCC will not allow groups to be convened without risk assessments, which have been approved by the PCC, being in place.  Fire safety, first aid and evacuation procedures will feature in such assessments.

Specific work/contact with children

One group of PCC approved adults currently present  “Open the Book” sessions to two church schools.  All adults are DBS holders and there is a risk assessment in place. Each time that specific work is carried out in any of our churches/communities this will only be done once the appropriate arrangements, safeguards, checks and DBS checks are in place, together with a risk assessment having been created.
In worship settings it is the expectation of this PCC that those leading worship, together with the Churchwardens will be fully conversant with the safeguarding protocols, and take responsibility for any actions which become necessary.

Specific work/contact with Vulnerable Adults.

Apart from sick visiting, and visits to care homes for older persons, no church organised work is carried out at the time of the writing/approval of this policy.

Should any groups be convened the PCC will ensure that all safeguarding protocols are observed, including those in the guidance issued by the House of Bishops.

Adults leading/assisting groups for children, young people and vulnerable adults.

Volunteers will be approved, supported and trained in line with the House of Bishops' Policy. (Safeguarding Learning and Development Framework, Published 26/08/24).  The Diocese of Lincoln makes training on child protection available in each deanery.  Information on training is to be found at the safeguarding section of the Diocese of Lincoln website.

The PCC will ensure that no person will be involved with a group without first being authorised and trained in safeguarding.

Access to advice.

Posters will be displayed in settings used for groups of children, featuring Child line and Parent-line.  Helplines will be displayed on the A Church Near You pages of each church.
Advice is available from the Diocesan Safeguarding Team.
Sharing concerns.

The PCC will strongly promote an ethos and expectation that if any person in a position of responsibility is concerned about a particular child, young person or vulnerable adult they must report that concern to an appropriate person/authority.  This will be carried out in adherence to Diocesan safeguarding and whistle blowing policies.

The PCC Safeguarding officer is: Mrs L Thornes.  Contactable through T: 01507 6010247
The Lincoln Diocesan Safeguarding Team can be contacted on: T: 01522 504070
Lincolnshire Police can be contacted on 101 (999 in an emergency)
For urgent safeguarding concerns outside of normal working hours, Lincolnshire Social Services 01522 782333
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