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Service of Confirmation
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The Right Rev’d John Pritchard
Honorary Assistant Bishop 
in the Diocese of Leeds
Sunday 24th May 2026 at 10.30am
St Michael & All Angels Church, Middleton Tyas
Welcome and Notices

We stand for 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN: 
Gracious God, your love has found us 

Gracious God, your love has found us, 
bound us, set us free
Take our lives, transform us into
all that we can be
Call us, one and all, together
now and evermore, we pray.

Call us to be Christ-revealing,
radiant with your light;
Generous as a hilltop city,
visible and bright.
Call us, one and all, together
now and evermore, we pray.

Call us all to live the kingdom,
active here and now;
Life affirming, world-renewing.
Church above, below.
Call us, one and all, together
now and evermore, we pray.

Call us all in love discerning,
strong in word and deed;
Sent, commissioned, gladly serving
all who are in need.
Call us, one and all, together
now and evermore, we pray.


Call us as your loved disciples:
learning, growing fed;
Send us out, as new apostles,
leading as we’re led.
Call us, one and all, together
now and evermore, we pray.

Call us deeply, tough our souls through
worship, prayer and word,
Teach our minds to feel in echo
myst’ries yet unheard
Call us, one and all, together
now and evermore, we pray.

Call us, as you called creation
when the world began,
Guide our hearts’ imagination
to your loving plan
Call us, one and all, together
now and evermore, we pray.
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At the end, please remain standing
The Bishop greets the people

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

There is one body and one spirit. 
There is one hope to which we were called.

One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
One God and Father of all. 

Peace be with you
and also with you. 
 
The Bishop introduces the service before leading a period of silent prayer. 
 
The Baptism Collect 
 
Heavenly Father, by the power of your Holy Spirit you give your faithful people new life in the water of baptism. Guide and strengthen us by the same Spirit, that we who are born again may serve you in faith and love, and grow into the full stature of your Son, Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit now and for ever. Amen. 

We sit for 
 
The Liturgy of the Word: 

Acts 2: 1-12
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,  Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ All were amazed.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
 
We stand for the Hymn 
 
HYMN: 
 
Be still for the presence of the Lord
the Holy One is here.
Come bow before Him now
with reverence and fear.
In Him no sin is found
we stand on holy ground.
Be still for the presence of the Lord
the Holy One is here.

Be still for the glory of the Lord
is shining all around.
He burns with holy fire
with splendour He is crowned.
How awesome is the sight
our radiant King of light.
Be still for the glory of the Lord
is shining all around.

Be still for the power of the Lord
is moving in this place.
He comes to cleanse and heal
to minister His grace.
No work too hard for Him
in faith receive from Him.
Be still for the power of the Lord
is moving in this place.
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Please remain standing for
 
The Gospel Reading – John 20: 19-23  
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.
 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
 
The Sermon: Bishop John
 

The Presentation

At the end of the sermon the Confirmation candidates are invited to come and stand before the Bishop. 
 
The Liturgy of Initiation
 
The Bishop asks the candidates for Confirmation 
 
Have you been baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit?
I have.



The Bishop asks the candidates
 
Are you ready with your own mouth and from your own heart to affirm your faith in Jesus Christ?
I am. 
 
The Bishop addresses the whole congregation
 
Faith is the gift of God to his people. 
In baptism the Lord is adding to our number those whom he is calling. People of God, will you welcome them and uphold them in their new life in Christ?
With the help of God, we will. 
 
The Decision 
 
The Paschal Candle is lit

The Bishop addresses the candidates
 
In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light. To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him. 
 
Therefore I ask: 
Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God?
I reject them. 
 
Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?
I renounce them. 
 
Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour?
I repent of them. 
 
Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?
I turn to Christ. 
 

Do you submit to Christ as Lord?
I submit to Christ. 
 
Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life?
I come to Christ. 
 
The Bishop says
 
May God, who has given you the desire to follow Christ,
give you the strength to continue in the Way.
Amen.
 
The Confirmation party move to the Font
 
The Bishop, the ministers and the candidates for confirmation gather at the baptismal font. The congregation stand. 
 
Profession of Faith
 
The Bishop addresses the congregation
 
Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess together with X the faith of the Church.
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist?
I believe and trust in Him.
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
Who took our human nature, died for us, and rose again?
I believe and trust in Him.
 
Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world?
I believe and trust in Him.
 
This is the faith of the church.
This is our faith, we believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.
 
The candidates come forward to the font and sign themselves with water.
 

Then the Bishop says
 
Almighty God, we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith with all who have been baptized in your name. Keep us faithful to our baptism and so make us ready for that day when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen
 

HYMN: Will you come and follow me
Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don't know and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown? Will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?

Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name?
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what I mean in you and you in me?

Will you love the "you" you hide if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around,
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?

Lord your summons echoes true when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.
In Your company I'll go where Your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me.

The candidates, the ministers, and the Bishop then return to stand at 
the front of Church and the congregation sits. 
 
Confirmation
 
The Bishop says
 
Our help is in the name of the Lord
who has made heaven and earth.
 
Blessed be the name of the Lord
now and for ever.  Amen.
 
The Bishop extends his hands towards those to be confirmed and says
 
Almighty and ever-living God, you have given these your servants new birth in baptism by water and the Spirit, and have forgiven them all their sins. Let your Holy Spirit rest upon them: the Spirit of wisdom and understanding; the Spirit of counsel and inward strength; the Spirit of knowledge and true godliness; and let their delight be in the fear of the Lord.
Amen.
 
 The candidate stands before the Bishop and is addressed by name 
 
‘ X, God has called you by name and made you his own.’ 
 
He then lays his hand on each candidate’s head and prays
 
Confirm, O Lord, your servant X with your Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The Bishop makes the sign of the cross with Oil of Chrism on the 
candidate's forehead, saying the words 
 
“X, be sealed with the seal of the Holy Spirit”
 
The candidates then turn to face the congregation, and the Bishop invites the congregation to pray for them.
 
Defend O Lord, these your servants with your heavenly grace, that they may continue yours for ever, and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more until they come to your everlasting kingdom. Amen.
 
Welcome to the newly confirmed candidates
 
Then the clergy and the candidates return to their places 
 
 
THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT
 
Please stand
 
The Peace
 
The Bishop introduces the Peace
 
God has made us one in Christ.
He has set his seal upon us
and, as a pledge of what is to come,
has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts.
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you. 
 
We offer one another a sign of peace and remain standing to sing
 
THE OFFERTORY HYMN: Come to God’s table
Come to God’s table for all is prepared,
the bread that we offer is broken and shared,
Christ’s presence among us is food for the soul,
reviving, renewing, and making us whole.
Come to God’s table, and drink of the wine,
the blood of the Saviour, in mystery divine,
the cup of salvation both priceless and free,
transforming God’s people to all we can be.
Come to God’s table, we come as we are,
we bring all the burdens we’ve carried so far,
in body, in spirit, in soul, mind and heart,
to feed on the grace only God can impart.
Come to God’s table! then go in God’s grace
to hold all the earth in a heav’nly embrace,
sent out in the Spirit to tend and to care
in thought, word and action, our life is our prayer. 
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A collection will be taken for our link dioceses: the dioceses of Sri Lanka, Tanzania, and Sudan. Please use gift aid if you can.
  
	
The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it. 
The Bishop may invite the congregation to sit.
 The Eucharistic Prayer
 
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
 
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation;
in your love you made us for yourself.
When we turned away you did not reject us,
but came to meet us in your Son.
You embraced us as your children
And welcomed us to sit and eat with you.
 
In Christ you shared our life
that we might live in him and he in us.
He opened his arms of love upon the cross
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin
 
On the night he was betrayed,
at supper with his friends
he took bread, and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to them, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
Father, we do this in remembrance of him:
his body is the bread of life.
 
At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,
he gave you thanks, and said:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins;
do this in remembrance of me.
Father, we do this in remembrance of him:
his blood is shed for all.
 
 As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory,
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine
may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son.
As we eat and drink these holy gifts
make us one in Christ, our risen Lord.
 
With your whole Church throughout the world
we offer you this sacrifice of praise
and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven:
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
 
We sit or kneel. Silence is kept. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen.
 Breaking of the Bread
 
The Bishop breaks the consecrated bread
 
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ. 
 
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
 
The Giving of Communion
 
Communion is offered at the Communion Rail; those who do not wish to receive bread and wine are invited to come forward and receive a blessing.
Invitation to Communion
 
Come to this table, not because you must,​
but because you may.​
Come not because you have all faith,​
but because you have some faith and would like to grow in it.​
Come because you love the Lord a little,​
and would like to love him more.​
Come because he loves you​
and wants to give you everything.​
Come because this is the table of the Lord​
and it is he who invites us to be here.
Amen.
 
The Confirmation candidates receive communion first  
 
COMMUNION HYMN: 
The Lord's my Shepherd, I'll not want
He makes me lie in pastures green
He leads me by the still, still waters
His goodness restores my soul

And I will trust in You alone, And I will trust in You alone
For Your endless mercy follows me, 
Your goodness will lead me home

He guides my ways in righteousness
And He anoints my head with oil
And my cup, it overflows with joy
I feast on His pure delights

And I will trust in You alone…….

And though I walk the darkest path
I will not fear the evil one
For You are with me, and Your rod and staff
Are the comfort I need to know

And I will trust in You alone………….
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Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me
Melt me, mould me, fill me, use me
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us
Melt us, mould us, fill us, use us
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on them
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on them
Melt them, mould them, fill them, use them
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on them
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Prayer after Communion  
 
God of mercy, 
by whose grace alone 
we are accepted and equipped for your service: 
stir up in us the gifts of your Holy Spirit
and make us worthy of our calling; 
that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit 
in love and joy and peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.


 Commission 
 
The Bishop asks those who have been confirmed to commit themselves to following Christ in their daily living
 
Those who are baptized are called to worship and serve God. 
 
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
With the help of God, I will. 
 
Will you persevere in resisting evil, 
and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
With the help of God, I will. 
  
Will you proclaim by word and example 
the good news of God in Christ?
With the help of God, I will. 
 
Will you seek and serve Christ in all people, 
loving your neighbour as yourself?
With the help of God, I will. 
 
Will you acknowledge Christ’s authority over human society,
by prayer for the world and its leaders, 
by defending the weak, and by seeking peace and justice?
With the help of God, I will. 
 
Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and renew the life of the earth? 
With the help of God I will. 
 
May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith, that you may be rooted and grounded in love and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
We stand for the Blessing
 
The Bishop prays
 
The God of all grace, 
who called you to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, 
establish, strengthen and settle you in the faith, 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 

We stand for the closing hymn
 
CLOSING HYMN: Here and now we’re bound together

Here and now we’re bound together,
held in one divine embrace.
Help us see, in one another,
difference as a gift of grace.
As each passing generation
worships you in fresh new ways,
join our songs with all creation,
lift our voice to sing your praise.
Lord, affirm our shared vocation:
may we bring your plans to birth,
build your church on sure foundations,
fit to serve a troubled earth.
Growing, praying, sharing, learning,
deep in wisdom, broad in scope,
love-revealing, truth-discerning,
living out the gospel hope.
In your work of transformation
you are making all things new.
Stir our hearts’ imagination,
call us now to work with you.
Send us out to share your mission; 
show us each our part to play. 
as we live the Great Commission, 
joyful in your world today.  
Tune: Abbot’s Leigh
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Giving of a Lighted Candle
 
The candidates are given a candle, lit from the Paschal candle
 
God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness
and has given us a place with the saints in light.
 
You have received the light of Christ;
Walk in this light all the days of your life.
Shine as a light in the world
to the glory of God the Father
 
Go in the light and peace of Christ
Thanks be to God.
Please remain standing while the Bishop, the candidates, and the ministers process to the back of church. 
Everyone is warmly invited to stay for refreshments.
 
CCLI 2180862.


Upcoming events
	Church
	31st May
	7th June

	Barton
	10.30am Benefice HC
	 10.30am in Methodist Chapel

	Cleasby
	
	

	Croft
	
	

	Eryholme
	
	11am HC

	Manfield
	
	9.30am MP

	Middleton Tyas
	
	9.30am MP

	Moulton
	
	




MP=Morning prayer, HC= Holy Communion

The Study Group re-forms on Tuesdays 26th May, 2nd , 9th and 16th June at 2pm til 3pm in the ground floor of Barton Village Hall.  
Refreshments, informal and relaxed.  
Feel free to dip in and out as you can. 

Please don't hesitate to contact Rev'd Gillian if you fancy a chat over a cup of tea or coffee, or for prayer etc 
gillian.lunn@leeds.anglican.org 		07592016476
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