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Exodus 17:1-7
John 4:5-42 
May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O Lord my rock and my redeemer. Amen.                                       Ps19:14
What makes you happy? 
It is one of the questions that was posed as part of the youth Alpha course which Geoff and I are undertaking with two 17-year-old lads, one of whom is our grandson Daniel, who are preparing for baptism on Easter Saturday Eve. The benefice service starts at 8pm on the evening before Easter Sunday. It will be an amazing way to start Easter Sunday! It would be lovely if as many people as possible came to support the young lads and their families, some of whom are not church goers, as these 17-year-old lads take this step in their Christian faith. We hope and pray that they will look back on their baptism as a time when God revealed himself to them. 
Going back to my original question, what makes me happy? Sitting outside with the sun on my face and reading a book. 
So, I ask you again, what makes you happy?  Are we ever happy? Do we like to complain? I try to be a glass half full girl, an optimist, but I am also quick to see things that I think are wrong, and slower to see the things that I need to change in myself. Some people are a glass half empty people who are pessimistic and complaining and look more at what needs changing, (often to suit them), rather than at what is working. What do we like to complain about? We could start with the weather, or potholes, I could go on! 
Some people are very hard on themselves, expecting a lot from themselves as Christians, living as we do in an increasingly secular world.  
As we listen with increasing concern about what is happening in the Middle East, maybe we can put our own complaints into perspective. One of the ladies who managed to get a flight out said that it gave her an insight into the daily lives of many people around the world, and she said she was very grateful not to have to stay there. 
Exodus:
In Exodus we have God’s chosen people. They have been rescued in a dramatic and life changing way, by a God who loves them, from an increasingly difficult situation in Egypt. But the Israelites were not happy, and they complained, a lot! The Israelites were only too happy to complain to Moses.  
But the Israelites, like us, are part of a much bigger story. In our Exodus reading a new king ruled over Egypt, one who did not know all that Joseph had done to save Egypt from famine, and the Israelites had significantly grown in number. The king had given the midwives strict instructions to kill all the Israelite male babies, as they were fearful of the power that the numbers of Israelites might present. Moses was an Israelite baby who had been put in a basket by his mother in the hope that his life would be saved. He had been found by Pharoah’s daughter and adopted into the royal household. I don’t believe in coincidences, God is amazing, and this is definitely a God-incidence! Moses grew up and was perfectly placed to be the redeemer of the Israelites when things started to get difficult. 
But in our reading today the Israelites seem to have forgotten to look back at God’s hand at work in rescuing their nation, they had lost sight of God’s love. They are focused on the present situation. At the root of all the Israelites complaining is a people who have forgotten the past, a people who are thinking only about themselves, and a people who again need to know God’s love. 
Why do we like to complain? What is it that complaining solves? Once the thing that we complain about is resolved, do we then find something else to complain about? Behind the complaint is often me, my needs are not being met in some way. We use Lent as a time to examine ourselves, to try to empty out me and let God have more space, so that we can experience more of God’s love. I will come back to that later. 
Do we remember all that God does for us, or are we like the Israelites who, in spite of having been rescued from a life of slavery and the hands of the Egyptians in an amazing way, come to Moses to complain. They do need water to quench their physical thirst, but they also need to be assured of and know God’s love. 
What did Moses do when the people complained? He prayed. It wasn’t a great prayer, it didn’t follow the format of the Lord’s prayer, which we are looking at in the Lent group. It didn’t start with our Father, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come. No, Moses went straight to the point and said to God, “What shall I do with this people?” I, what shall I do. We all know that God answers that prayer. Prayer is simply talking to God, prayers do not have be beautifully crafted, they can come from the heart. 
John:
It is Jesus who is asking for water. We use the analogy of people being thirsty for God, but here we have God being physically thirsty. What is Jesus thirsty for? 
Jesus is thirsty to show the Samaritan woman God’s love. He uses his thirst to open up a conversation with her. Jesus meets her where she is, he does not expect her to come to him.  At the root of the story is a Samaritan woman who does not yet know that she needs to be forgiven and that she can receive God’s forgiveness. At the root of the story is a woman who needs to know God’s love. We have Jesus who wants to show her God’s love, and a Samaritan woman who needs to know that love. 
The Samaritans shared with the Israelites the first five books of the Bible, Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy, commonly called the Pentateuch or the Torah, so the Samaritans had the same monotheistic roots as the Israelites, meaning they also believed in one God. They were also anticipating the coming of a Messiah but believed that Mount Gerizim was the centre of worship, not Jerusalem. This made the Samaritans persona non grata, and speaking to a woman, on her own, was definitely flouting convention. 
In spite of this, Jesus, the Son of God, the Messiah, flouts convention, as we see so often in the gospels, and he goes to Samaria. Why? Because he wants to share God’s love with those who need it. The Samaritan woman recognises Jesus as a prophet. Jesus shows her that he is the Messiah.  
The Samaritan woman has, according to Jewish law, sinned many times, but Jesus is not focussed on her past, but her present. Meeting with Jesus allows us to put our past behind us, to focus on the present, and to make a decision about what we do next. The Samaritan woman goes back to her people, shares the good news with them, and invites them to come and meet Jesus for themselves.  
The conversation with the Samaritan woman came out of Jesus’ love for his world. He broke conventions by talking to a Samaritan, by talking to a woman, by giving her space to confess her sins, by disregarding the sins and focussing on her understanding and relationship with God. She recognises that Jesus is a prophet, and Jesus helps her to get a better understanding as he reveals himself as the Messiah. There is a clear link here with Moses and the burning bush. God speaks to Moses in the burning bush, which was never consumed. The Israelites want to know what God’s name is and God says to Moses, tell the people “I AM has sent me to you”. 
When the Samaritan woman says, I know the Messiah is coming, Jesus says “I AM he”, clearly linking himself with the God who was revealed to Moses at the burning bush, a story with which the Samaritan woman would have been familiar. 
We can see God’s hand at work in both our readings, and we need to take note of the God of love who works in many different ways to reveal himself, not just to leaders like Moses, but to the Samaritan woman and to us. 
We are designed to work together to share the Good News and spread God’s love. In Exodus Moses is told to go on ahead of the people, and to take some of the elders with him. The staff is the one that he used to strike the river Nile which allowed the people to pass through the waters, in other words it was tried and tested. But most importantly God says, “I will be standing there in front of you.” God was in the midst of them, and his might and power meant that Moses could show the people how much God loved them by providing water for them. God, Moses and the elders. A leadership team with God at the front. It is the leaders who take the flack, i.e. Moses, as the people complained to Moses, but God is at the front. 
In Exodus the Israelites were physically thirsty, in John the Samaritan woman was spiritually thirsty but she did not know it. 
God’s plan for Moses was always that he would lead God’s people, and God planned it so that Moses was perfectly placed to do just that, because God loved his people, just as he loves us. Jesus was perfectly placed to reveal who he was to the Samaritan woman. We are perfectly placed to do God’s work here in Hamstreet. Some of us may be able to look back and see God’s hand at work in our own lives. It is always good to look back and see when and where God was at work, just as He was in the life of Moses, and recognise that God’s love for each one of us is deeper than we will ever know. 
We talked about complaining, God does not mind if we need to complain to Him. When the Israelites complained he provided them with water. He will do the same for us. 
Do you need to know God’s love? Just ask, and God will reveal himself to you. Have you forgotten all that God has done in your life? Maybe take some time to reflect today and look back. I don’t believe in coincidences where God is concerned, only God incidences. God loves us and as we look back, we should be able to see God’s love at work in our own lives. When the people complained, Moses prayed. Do we pray? Being angry at God is prayer, asking God to show us his love is prayer. The Lord’s prayer as we are exploring it in the Lent course is prayer. Prayer is simply talking to God, and the Lord’s prayer is a powerful tool in helping us to have more of God and less of me, an aspiration for us during Lent.  
As we seek to share God’s love with others are we prepared to meet people where they are, or do we expect them to come to us? Are we willing to go to places where we, as Christians, might not be accepted? Are we willing to share God’s love with those who need it, even if we have to go outside our comfort zone? 
I pray that Lent will be a time of reflection for us all. A time for us to look back at God’s loving hand on our lives, a time to examine ourselves and make more room for God, and a time when we consider how we can move forwards and share the love of Jesus, the great I AM. May we know God’s love today, even if it might be that God is challenging us to go against convention too. Amen. 

