Scripture Readings:  Acts 7:55-60 (NRSV)
55 But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.

John 14:1–14
14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe[a] in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?[b] 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am going.”[c] 
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know[d] my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”
8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe[e] because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me[f] for anything, I will do it.




Introduction
Today we hear two powerful passages — one from the book of Acts, where Stephen, even in the face of death, sees heaven opened… and one from the Gospel of John, where Jesus says to his disciples, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.”
These are not simply ancient words preserved on a page. They are living words, spoken into the real texture of our lives — into our fears about the future, our private anxieties, our longing for reassurance, our hope that God is not distant but close.
Both passages meet us at the intersection of faith and fear. They invite us to look up, to look deeper, and to trust that God is present even when circumstances feel overwhelming.
Part I: Stephen’s Vision
Picture Stephen for a moment. A man surrounded not by friends but by fury. The air is thick with accusation. The crowd is hostile. Everything around him says, “Be afraid.”
And yet — Stephen lifts his eyes.
He sees the glory of God. He sees Jesus standing at the right hand of God. Not sitting, but standing — as though ready to receive him, ready to defend him, ready to welcome him.
What courage that must have given him. What peace. Stephen’s vision reminds us that heaven is not a far‑off destination reserved for the end of life. It is a reality that breaks into the present. A reality that can steady us, strengthen us, and reorient us even when everything around us feels uncertain.
Stephen’s story is not meant to make us feel inadequate. It is meant to remind us that God’s presence is not dependent on our circumstances. Even in the darkest moments, God is not absent. Heaven is not closed. Christ is not passive. God is near.
Part II: Jesus’ Promise
And then we hear Jesus speaking to his disciples — men who are anxious, confused, and afraid of losing him. They have left everything to follow him, and now the future feels fragile.
Into that fear Jesus speaks: 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled.”
Notice what he does not say. 
He does not say: “Do not have problems.” 
He does not say, “Life will be simple.” 
He does not say, “You will always understand what is happening.”
He says, “Do not let your hearts be troubled.” 
In other words: 
· Do not let fear take the driver’s seat. 
· Do not let anxiety become your master. 
· Do not let uncertainty define your story.
Jesus is not dismissing their fear — he is offering them an anchor. He is inviting them to trust that God is at work even when the path ahead is unclear.
And then he gives them a promise: “In my Father’s house there are many rooms… I go to prepare a place for you.”
This is not just about the life to come. It is about belonging. It is about security. It is about knowing that we are held by a love that does not abandon us.

Living in the Present
If you are anything like me then it can be very easy for many of us spend a great deal of time living in tomorrow. 
We rehearse worries. 
We imagine worst‑case scenarios. 
We carry burdens that haven’t even happened yet.
But Jesus calls us back to today. 
To this breath. To this moment.
Stephen shows us that even in trial, heaven is open. 
Jesus shows us that even in confusion, God is near.
To live in the present is not to ignore the future — it is to trust that God is already in it. It is to believe that God’s love is not waiting for us at the end of the road; it is walking beside us now.
When we slow down enough to notice, we begin to see God’s presence in the ordinary: in a conversation, in a moment of kindness, in a breath of peace we didn’t expect, in the strength to get through a difficult day.
Encouragement
So let us lean on God.
When fear rises — let us pray. 
When anxiety whispers — let us remember Jesus’ words. When life feels overwhelming — let us lift our eyes, as Stephen did.
“Do not let your hearts be troubled.”
These are not words of pressure. They are words of invitation. An invitation to trust. An invitation to breathe. 
An invitation to live fully today.
To cherish small joys. Share kindness freely. Be present with one another. Let faith expand your life rather than fear shrinking it.
God’s Spirit is not given to make us perfect — but to make us courageous. Not to remove uncertainty — but to help us walk through it with peace.
So my hope as we leave here today is this:
That we may feel the nearness of God in every moment — not just the dramatic ones, but the quiet ones too.
That our hearts may rest in the promise that Christ is the way, the truth, and the life — the One who goes before us, walks beside us, and welcomes us home.
And that we may walk today not in fear of tomorrow, but in the fullness of God’s love here and now.
Let us pray.
Gracious and loving God, we thank You for the gift of Your presence in every moment of our lives. When fear rises, You calm our hearts. When the future feels uncertain, You remind us that Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Help us, Lord, to live fully in the present and to walk with courage, knowing we are never alone. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.
