Sermon for 26th April 
Acts 2: 42-end 
John 10:1-10
May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O Lord my rock and my redeemer. Amen.                                       Ps19:14
I sat in the garden this morning and it was like being in two worlds at the same time. On one side of my face the sun shone, and it was like being bathed in warmth, on the other side of my face the wind was blowing and there was no warmth. Life often feels like that, there are the aspects of life which feel like the sun is shining and we are blessed. This can be for lor lots of reasons, the friend who messages or phones you, good news about the children or grandchildren, answers to prayer, I could go on. On the other side are the things that worry us, the aches and pains, the tricky relationship, the upcoming Dr. appointment, the diagnosis that we or a loved one are waiting for.  In the middle of all this is us; some days our ability to manage that sun on one cheek and wind on the other is good, on other days we struggle to manage the two sides of our lives and to keep them in balance. Sometimes it feels as if the sun is winning, at others it feels like that cold wind is the deciding factor. 
In John’s Gospel, Jesus speaks into a complex world full of competing voices—religious voices from the Pharisees and Sadducees, political voices from the rulers and the Roman occupiers, cultural voices of people who like everything to stay the same, who only understand what they know. Then there are the anxious voices of those who fear change of any sort, who worry about what difference it is going to make to them, and the fearful voices. Into that background of noise Jesus says something very simple:
“The sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.”
This is not the voice of a distant disconnected deity. This is not the voice of a hired hand. This is the voice of the shepherd who knows us—really knows us. He knows our name. When people call us by name, we know that we have been recognised, valued, and have a relationship with that person. It is the same with Jesus.
Jesus is saying to us: You are not anonymous in the kingdom of God. I know you. We are not lost in the crowd, Jesus recognises us. We are not a number in a system; we are a child of God. We are called by name and are in relationship with the One who leads us to life.
And yet, Jesus also warns that there are other voices: thieves, bandits, those who climb in by another way. What other voices shape our lives?  Maybe it is the voice of reason, you are entitled to some time to yourself, maybe the voice of common sense which says you don’t have the time or energy to do more, maybe the voice of others who tell us we are too old or too young, I could go on. I often choose to ignore the voice that says you are doing too much, I come from a family where the philosophy was, hard work never hurt anyone. Sophie Raworth has just released a book in which she shares how she started running marathons in her 40’s, she is now 57 and is running the London marathon today. Mind over matter. Our will against societies expectations. I see retirement as a new road, another phase in my life. Others see it as the end and a time to slow down. My grandmother was always super busy before she lost her eyesight in her 80’s, she was always happy to help people. I think I have inherited the outlook of my grandmother, mother and father who always thought about others. Are we too important in our own lives? Is Jesus important enough? 
There are also those voices that seem to promise a better life, but which can actually drain the life from us, maybe going on social media, or a relationship that threatens to take over our lives. Those are the voices that can separate people, rather than drawing people together. 
The question for the Church today is the same as it was for the first disciples: Whose voice shapes our life?
“The sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.”
Jesus then shifts the image. He is not only the shepherd—he is also the gate.
“I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture.”
The gate is not a barrier but a passageway to something better, it is not a wall but an opening, it is not a restriction but an invitation to come in.
Christ is the gate through which we enter into the safety of God’s love, but He is also the gate that we use to go out into the world, into mission, into service. The Christian life is not a static enclosure, a permanent state; it is a life of movement, rhythm, we breath in and breath out to the heartbeat of God.
And the promise at the heart of it all is this:
“I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”
Abundant life is not about wealth or success. It is not about comfort or ease. It is about fullness—the knowledge and certainty that we live in the fullness of Jesus’ love, at the centre of Jesus’ purpose, and that we belong to Jesus. That life gives us hope. Abundant life is life lived in Christ, through Christ, and for Christ.
Then we turn to our reading in Acts.
If John 10 shows us the I AM, Jesus as the Shepherd and the gate, Acts 2 shows us what the flock of Jesus looks like.
The early believers devoted themselves to four things:
· the apostles’ teaching – grounding in the truth of Christ
· fellowship – lives shared, burdens carried together
· the breaking of bread – keeping Christ at the centre
· the prayers – a community rooted in God
This is not accidental. This is what happens when people hear the Shepherd’s voice. They gather. They share. They worship. They give. They grow.
And the result?
“Awe came upon everyone.” “All who believed were together.” “They had glad and generous hearts.” “The Lord added to their number daily.”
This is abundant life made visible. This is the Church as it is meant to be: a community shaped by Christ, nourished by Christ, sent by Christ. The church is not the building. Whilst we love the beautiful setting in which we and others have worshipped for over 1000 years, the church is the people, you and me. 
Let’s look at the church today: 
Firstly, the church is made up of all the people who are called by Jesus. Jesus still speaks today. He spoke to Daniel and Jayden; he speaks to those we meet as we journey together at events like the Family Fun Day. Jesus still calls us by name. The challenge for us is to take time to listen—to tune our hearts to his voice amid the noise of the clamouring voices of our age.
Secondly, we are formed into the body of Christ. Like the early Church, we are shaped by worship, teaching, fellowship, and prayer. These are not optional extras; they are the practices that make us the people of the Shepherd, the church today
Thirdly, we are sent. A gate means that people can go both in and out. We come into the church to be nourished. We go out to serve the world that Jesus loves and the people whom we are called to serve.
A church that only meets together on a Sunday becomes stagnant. A church that only takes Jesus into the world without coming together becomes rootless. A church that does both becomes alive. Doing mission requires us to gather together, share our physical, emotional and practical resources, worship together, and together give and serve our local community. 
Jesus’ promise still stands today:
“I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”
Not a thin life with little meaning. Not a fearful life where our fears limit our willingness to serve. Not a life of anxiety. But a life overflowing with grace, purpose, and joy.
The early Church lived that life—and so can we. In the midst of the world’s different voices, we need to listen for the voice of Jesus as we meet together, listen to and support each other in fellowship, and serve God together. Whenever I describe our church, I say that it is a church where everyone participates in the life of the church in some way. It is a church where we try to look after each other and work together to share the love of God with our family, friends, and local community. It is also a church where people look at the wider world, and at justice as they seek to pray for the wider world and prevent laws being passed which are not in the best interests of God’s world. 
If we are willing to listen to the Shepherd’s voice, if we walk through the gate that Jesus opens for us, if we devote ourselves to the life that Jesus calls us to, if we allow the Holy Spirit to shape us into a community of love, we will be like the early church. How much are we willing to listen to God and how much are we shaped by the voices around us? 
Are we truly willing to walk through the gate, to devote ourselves to the life which Jesus calls us to? Are we willing to allow the Holy Spirit to change us and shape us and to be part of a church community which shows the world the love of Jesus? 
If we are, then we, too, will find rest and refreshment, and know abundant life. And the world will see in us the living presence of Christ.
A question to carry with you this week: 
Where is Jesus the Good Shepherd calling us today—to come in for rest, or to go out in service, or both? Whatever Jesus calls us to, he goes ahead of us. And his promise to us is life, and life in all its fullness. It is like having the sun on our face. 
Amen. 
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