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VICAR Rev’d Elizabeth Duckhouse  ON MATERNITY LEAVE 

 

 

Priest in Charge Rev’d Jeff Adams 

vicar@stmaryswestmoors.org.uk 

 

Assistant Priest Rev’d Lynne Morris 2 Garth Close St Leonard’s BH24 

2RG      revlynneatwm@btinternet.com 

07485 294507 

Assistant Priest Rev’d Canon Alan Butler  3 Ashurst Rd West Moors 07890717136 

Licensed Lay Minister Alyson Scott   13 Arnold Road, West Moors  
kenaly@hotmail.co.uk 

01202 861965 

Parish Administrator Valerie Robertson   valerierobertson53@icloud.com 

parishoffice@stmaryswestmoors.org.uk 

01425 483432 

Lay Pastoral Assistants Rev’d Jeff Adams  07761948763 

Church Wardens Louise Collins louisejasonc1@yahoo.co.uk 

Stuart Stebbing  spstebbing35@btinternet.com 

01202 895528 

01202 896675 

Assistant  

Church Wardens 

Debbie Brown  phil-debs@talktalk.net 
Paul Brealey    paul.brealey@sky.com 

Christine Nutland  christimenutland@outlook.com 

01202 893103 

07970 020445 

07790 126967 

PCC Lay Vice Chair Canon Gillian Clarke 7 Denewood Rd  West Moors         

gillianmaryclarke@hotmail.com 

01202 894913 

PCC Secretary Julie Hardman 3 Harrison Way  

juliehardman@rocketmail.com 

01202 894881 

PCC Treasurer Michael Bowler   PGO@stmaryswestmoors.org.uk 01202 872064 

Flower Group Leader Rosemary Dunning    01202 871616 

Planned Giving Officer Michael Bowler   PGO@stmaryswestmoors.org.uk 01202 872064 

Parish Safeguarding 

Officer 

Contact Rev’d Jeff Adams  
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mailto:louisejasonc1@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:phil-debs@talktalk.net
mailto:PGO@stmaryswestmoors.org.uk
mailto:PGO@stmaryswestmoors.org.uk


FROM THE ACTING VICAR  

How healthy are you feeling at the moment? It’s that time 

of year that’s (supposed to be) feeling warmer and may 

have encouraged you to be out and about for a bit of 

exercise. Whether it’s pottering around the garden, 

exploring the beautiful countryside around West Moors or 

just doing some chair based exercises, I hope you’re 

managing to get some opportunities to be a little bit 

active.  

A friend of mine is training to cycle from one side of Ireland to the other for fun 

(apparently there are people who like to do that sort of thing), and he’s been asking 

me to join him for a decent practice ride for a few weeks now. Last week the sun 

was shining and it was my day off (the two rarely seem to coincide), so we set off 

around the Purbecks in a 60km loop; I hope you’re impressed! We made it, but 

since it’s been a little while since I sat on my pushbike, let’s just say that I needed a 

very squashy cushion for the next few days. 

I was also at a conference last week where we were asked “how healthy is your 

church at the moment?”. This got all us ministers scratching our heads as to how 

we’d know for certain.  Fortunately, they had some very experienced church leaders 

to give their thoughts about what makes a healthy church.  

My favourite definition declared that a healthy church is a gracious church. A church 

where if people do things differently, or even have the temerity to do things we don’t 

like, then we show grace towards each other and continue to love and accept each 

other as the body of Christ, regardless of those small irritations.  

I suppose the idea of grace is written about quite a lot in the Bible (that is supposed 

to be an understatement). Although I’m particularly drawn to St Paul’s statement in 

Colossians 3:13 “Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a 

grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.” I suspect Paul wrote 

these words because the Colossian Church was having a few “teething issues”. 

It's lovely being part of St Mary’s West Moors where grace does seem to be in 

abundance. I’m certainly highly appreciative of all the times that people graciously 

move past my foibles and faux pas. I know showing grace can sometimes take effort 

and even hurt, much like my legs did around the 30km mark in my recent ride (not to 

mention other parts of me!). But by persevering and exercising grace towards each 

other, we will go on to make us an even healthier church!  

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

Jeff 



 



THOUGHTS FROM BISHOP KAREN 

One Church, One Faith, One Lord 

It has been a joy these first four months of the year being the 

acting bishop of Stepney.  The former bishop moved on in the 

autumn, and bishop (now archbishop) Sarah asked me to 

support the team as she moved on to Lambeth.  Familiar with 

parts of London, the Windrush Line was new to me, so getting 

to know Islington, Tower Hamlets and Bethnal Green has been 

a new discovery, finding new vibrancy and life in the East End.   

Spending a couple of days a week in our capital city I 

discovered frequent buses, the ability to walk thousands of steps a day between tube 

stations, churches and hotels and a great area team, Archdeacon, Missioner and Director 

of Ordinands.  I met parish clergy, committed laity and young people; the newly ordained 

and the long serving area dean; interns testing their vocation, vicars to be licensed and 

new believers ready to be baptised and confirmed. 

Yet the challenges of urban ministry are not too different from the challenges we face here 

in the Salisbury diocese, some churches struggle while others thrive; areas of deprivation 

adjoin areas of plenty; and partnerships and collaboration are encouraged as a way of 

sharing resources and working together joyfully in God’s world.  And the opportunities are 

the same too.  A chance to reach out to those in need and offer hospitality, extending a 

welcome to newcomers in whom Christ is working, and walking alongside individuals in 

their faith journey. 

As I have been energised by a new experience, so the London diocese have gained from 

my insights and objectivity.  Now a new bishop begins in Stepney and I pass the baton 

on.  It is always good to be reminded that the church is much bigger than our own 

experience of it, and we share together in God’s amazing plan, thankful for brothers and 

sisters everywhere and for all they can teach us. 

+Karen                                           *****************  

SMILE!     Which Way to Heaven? 

The evangelist Billy Graham told of a time early in his ministry when he arrived in a 
small town to preach a sermon. Wanting to post a letter before the service that 
evening, he asked a young boy in the street where the post office was. 

When the boy had told him, Dr Graham thanked him and said, “If you come to the 
Baptist Church this evening, you can hear me telling everyone how to get to 
heaven.” 

The boy replied, “How can you do that? You don’t even know your way to the post 
office.” 

 



 



FUN AT THE FAYRE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

MU theme for 2026 – “Join US and JOIN IN”. 

Meeting on the third Monday of the month at 7:30pm in the 

Church Hall. 

The next meeting we will meet at 9 Avon Rd on Monday June 15th 

at 7pm where some will go for a walk, others will enjoy Liz and 

Mike’s garden. We all join together for our BYO picnic suppers. 

 

I would like to thank all those who bought a leaf for our tree, which 

was to raise money for various projects that our MU branch supports. We made £223, 

which together with other monies from our fundraisers, will be allocated at the end of the 

year to various groups. 

Many of our branch members will be going to Salisbury Cathedral on Saturday June 13th 

for a service to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the inception of the Mothers’ Union, the 

brainchild of Mary Sumner. 

Mary Sumner was a Vicar’s wife, living in Old Alresford. Mary realised, after the birth of her 

grandchild, how difficult early motherhood was. So she publicised a meeting in her parish 

for mothers to offer each other mutual support. Her plan was to involve women of all social 

classes, to support one another and see motherhood as a profession as important as 

those of men, if not more so. At first it was held in the Rectory, however in 1885 at 

Portsmouth Church Congress, Bishop of Newcastle, Ernest Wilberforce invited Mary to 

speak on his behalf. At first she was nervous but gave a passionate address about national 

morality and the importance of women’s vocation as mothers. Women present started 

meetings in their parishes and so Mothers’ Union grew rapidly and by 1892 60 thousand 

members lived in 28 dioceses. In 1897 during the Diamond Jubilee year of Queen Victoria 

she became patron of MU giving it an unprecedented stamp of approval. Then followed 

branches throughout the British Empire. The first MU conference of Oversees Workers 

was held in 1920. 

Mary Sumner is remembered by many Anglican Provinces on August 9th and in the 

Church of England she is remembered by a lesser festival on this day. 

Here at St Mary’s we will be celebrating this anniversary on Sunday June 14th at 10am, 

when members of our branch will fulfil roles during the service, and as the custom here at 

St Mary’s there will be a celebratory cake afterwards, 

The Personal Prayer of Mary Sumner 

           All this day , O Lord, let me touch as many lives as possible for thee; 

           and every life I touch, do thou by thy spirit quicken, whether through 

           the word I speak, the prayer I breathe, or the life I live. Amen 

 

Love and Blessings    Mary Hurdley 



 



 

LENT CHARITY 2026 
HIGH MEAD FARM 
Paul Brealey 
 
On Sunday 10th May Sue and Jess from 
High Mead Farm attended our 10 am service 
where they were presented with a cheque for 
£550 by Revd. Jeff. 
 
Sue was joined by our own Chris Scott and 
together they made a presentation about 
their history, what they do and how they will 
spend our Lent Charity donation. 
 
We learned that High Mead Farm is not a 
charity but is a not-for-profit organisation 
which helps adults with varying disabilities 
including wheelchair users, deaf and older 
people; these are known as "Co-Farmers". 
 
There are 6 paid members of staff and all the others are volunteers. Jess looks after 
the animals while Sue runs the shop, which has recently doubled in size. 
 
Chris helps with the animals and collects the ducks and hens eggs. 
They keep bees and produce their own honey. They grow vegetables and several 
varieties of tomatoes.  The animals include alpacas and goats and a pigmy goat 
who thinks she is a dog! - plus 6 black lambs. 
 
The Co -Farmers receive cookery lessons twice a week and they produce quiche, 
cake and scones for sale in the shop. For this purpose our Lent Charity donation is 
being used to purchase a chilled cabinet to display these items. 
 
They received a round of applause and we were all invited to attend their Spring 
Fayre. 

West Moors Horticultural Society 
Illustrated talk:  

'The Principles of Garden Design' by Helen Milne  
AND Members Rose Show:  

For details and entry information please 
email wmhorticultural.society@gmail.com 

Monday 8th June 2:30pm to 4:00pm. 
West Moors Memorial Hall 

All welcome. Non-members £3.00 
 

 

mailto:wmhorticultural.society@gmail.com


 

 



 

A happy gathering at another popular Saturday Breakfast! 

Why not come along? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



FUND RAISING NEWS  
Karen Short 

This year we trialled a Spring Fayre in place of the Harvest Fayre. It was a success, 
raising £944.00 for church funds. Thank you to everyone who helped with set-up 
and clear-down, ran stalls, and supported in the kitchen, and to all who attended. All 
monies raised will help with the upkeep of our lovely church. 
Teamwork makes the dream work. 
 
Events: 
Pet Blessing – Saturday 27th June on Fryers Field, Bond Avenue. 
All well behaved animals and their humans welcome. 
  
Fund Raising: 
BARN DANCE - Saturday 12th September in West Moors Memorial Hall. 
Tickets £15. Bring your own food and drink. Contact Stuart for further details. 
  
TWO TOGETHER TALK ON DYLAN THOMAS -Saturday 31st October. 
An entertaining talk on the life and work of the great poet and learn about his local 
connections told in words, music and pictures. 
  
If you have any ideas for events or fundraising, please speak to a member of the 
events committee so they can be discussed at the next meeting: Karen Short 
(Chair), Stuart Stebbing, Jan Cribben, Caryl Longland, Debbie Brown, Julie 
Hardman, or Steve Yeats. 

 

DEANERY SYNOD EUCHARIST 

The beginning of the new triennium of Wimborne Deanery Synod will 

begin with a communion service here at St Mary’s on Thursday 11th June. 

We are delighted to have Bishop Karen to preside at this service.   

Coffee and cake will be available in the hall before the service begins at 

7.30pm. 

Following the service there will be a Deanery Synod meeting where the 

main item will be Mission and Outreach, following the election of officers 

for the next three years. 

As always, the Deanery Synod meeting is open to all and all are welcome 

at the service. 

 



 



ICE CREAMS! 

Enjoyed during the interval of the recent film showing of ‘The Theory of Everything’. 

Now for some interesting discussions in our Home Groups – the film certainly raised 
some thought-provoking ideas and questions for us!. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

**************************  

CHATTY CRAFTERS 

Our latest project!  

Large squares – at least 65 of 
them – in red, yellow, green and 
blue! 

Yes, the military colours of the 
Royal Marines.  We responded 
to the challenge to be ‘part of 
something amazing. 

The squares will be sent to the 
RMA Royal Marines Charity to 

be made up into ‘Bootneck Blankets’ for Veterans and others in need in the Corps 
Family. 

What project will Chatty Crafters take on next?  We welcome any suggestions of 
causes you might know about.  

Please contact Gill Clarke gillianmaryclarke@hotmail.com - or why not come and 
join us – plenty of cake and fellowship! 

mailto:gillianmaryclarke@hotmail.com


THROUGH THE ROOF - ROOFBREAKERS  -   
OUR DISABILITY POLICY IN MORE DETAIL  
Rev Lynne 
 

A couple of months ago our PCC accepted a Disability 
Policy.   
Here, Part 1 of 3,  are some of the key pointers it 
contained. 
 
 
• We are made in the image of God, and as such all people are of equal importance 

and significance.  
• In God there is no distinction between male and female, Greek or Jew, bond or 

free – disabled or able.  
• We all, irrespective of our status, have privileges and responsibilities in the 

practice and outworking of our faith.  
• Just as there is a ‘bias to the poor’ so there is a Biblical imperative to have a 

corporate responsibility to those on the margins of society and within the structures 
of our church.  

 

• We recognise there are many forms of disability, both visible or hidden, and that 
many people are living with issues and conditions that will limit their ability to take 
a full part in the life of the church unless access issues are addressed.  

• We celebrate the contribution which disabled people and will seek to remove 
barriers to full participation and belonging; to release the rich diversity of gifts and 
talents that disabled people bring to the service of God. 

• We believe that everyone should have the opportunity to participate, contribute, 
and belong to this faith community.  

• We believe that people with disabilities positively affect and enhance human 
diversity and community life.  

• We recognise that many barriers faced by people with an impairment result from 
attitudes and environments created by others which could be changed, rather than 
from the condition itself.  

• We encourage all people, including those with disabilities, to enrich our 
congregational life by practising their faith and using their gifts in ministries of 
discipleship, leadership, and mission; worship, small groups, outreach, and many 
activities.  

• We will seek to understand the needs of those affected by disabilities, those who 
care for them and will support as appropriate. 

• We will undertake to do everything we can to modify any policy, or practice that 
excludes those with disabilities from any aspect of congregational life, through 
dialogue and discussion with all parties involved. 

 

 



 

We are happy to report that the box opening has now been completed and a grand 
total of monies raised from the boxes was £545.14. Thank you to everyone who has 
helped achieve this by having a house box.  If you would like to have a house box for 
The Children’s Society,  please see either, Geraldine, Julie, Rosemary or Susan who 
will be delighted to arrange for you to have a house box.  
 
Summer extravaganza at Westival – taking place on Saturday the 11th  July 2026 
between 12.00pm and 4pm.  We are having a small tombola and bring and buy stall 
for The Children’s Society.  Prizes gratefully received and a box will be put in the hall 
to collect prizes nearer the time. 
 
Wimborne Minster Coffee morning has been booked for Saturday 26th September   
2026 10.00am – 12.00midday, as usual in Church House, Wimborne. Stalls include 
refreshments, raffle, bring & buy, & cakes.  You are warmly invited to attend and 
support this event if you are able. 
 
Just to mention again, our Dorchester Committee still have reconditioned second-
hand bicycles for sale for The Children Society funds.  Please see details on the box 
advert with QR code which is attached for further information from the website.  If you 
would like a second hand reconditioned bike to ride around this summer this is the 
place to get them!! 
 
Prayer for The Children’s Society:- 
(Written by Andrew Moran, Head of Supporter Experience, Children’s Society) 

 
Compassionate and loving God,  

We remember Jesus' commandment to love one another as He has loved us. 
We pray for all children and young people seeking love and acceptance, 

 For those who feel isolated and unloved.  
We thank You for The Children's Society,  

Providing care and compassion to the vulnerable.  
May their work continue to spread love and kindness,  

So that every child may know they are cherished and valued.  
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
With love and God’s Blessings 
Geraldine Cole/Rosemary Dunning/Julie Hardman/Susan Yates 
 
 

Geraldine Cole (01202 870635) martin.colem@btinternet.com 

Rosemary Dunning (01202 871616) prm.dunning@outlook.com 

Julie Hardman (01202  894881) juliehardman@rocketmail.com 

Susan Yates   (07759 151201)   Susanyates1603@icloud.com 

 

mailto:martin.colem@btinternet.com
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mailto:juliehardman@rocketmail.com
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NEW Rep. Needed  -   

   Could this be YOU ? 
 

At the beginning of 2015 our West Moors Council 
contacted every church, organisation, social 
group, health service providers and businesses of 
West Moors to an open meeting.  This was to 
form what became West Moors Dementia Action 
Group. 
 
Since then we have had a representative on that group helping to raise awareness 
of dementia.  Rev’d Lynne has been our rep for these past almost 12 years and it’s 
time to hand over to someone else.  We need a new representative so that we, the 
church, are represented in the community and helping our local community. 
 
It is not onerous.  You don't need lots of knowledge.  Just a desire to help make 
West Moors more dementia friendly by being part of the team. 
 
Get in touch with Rev’d Lynne to find out more. 
 

 

*******************  
 

SOME OF THE GREAT QUESTIONS OF LIFE 

Why are buildings called buildings when they are finished? Shouldn’t they be called 
builts? 

Why is abbreviated such a long word? 

Why is it that when you tell a man there are 400 billion stars he will believe you, but 
when you tell him there’s wet paint, he has to touch it? 

If your supermarket has been lowering prices every day, how come nothing is free 
yet? 

If con is the opposite of pro, is Congress the opposite of progress? 

If a firefighter fights fire and a crime fighter fights crime, what does a freedom fighter 
fight? 

Do you find it unnerving that what doctors do is called ‘practice’? 



 
 
 



FROM THE SIDELINES at ST MARY’S 

Louise Collins, Stuart Stebbing 

Church Wardens 

Debbie Brown, Paul Brealey, Christine Nutland 

Assistant Wardens 

Dear Friends 

We enter June in Ordinary Time (green order of service) having celebrated Ascension 
Day, Pentecost and Trinity Sunday. Since March the services have been seamless 
thanks to Rev’d Jeff, Rev’d Lynne, Rev’d Alan and our LLM Alyson. Our thanks go out to 
them for their devotion to parishioners and the local community in West Moors.  

Since the last Sidelines we had two church funerals for 
long time parishioners; Geoff Batts and Freda Dunfield. 
May they rest in peace and rise glory. On Sunday 24th May 
we will say farewell to Maria Santos- Risbey who has 
decided to emigrate to Brazil where she will be reunited 
with some of her family. Maria has been devoted to St 
Mary’s for many years, first coming to worship in the days 
of Rev’d Andrew Rowland. I know Maria will miss our church family, in her leaving we 
celebrate with a card and obligatory CAKE. 

Our Spring Fayre on 9th May was a huge success. Thank you for all who set up and 
manned the stalls and to all who contributed to the event. It was well supported by the 
local community. Our regular monthly events continue to flourish; Tea@ 3 on the 
second Thursday, Saturday Breakfast on the third week and In Between Breakfast on 
the fourth week. Our eternal gratitude to all who arrange and volunteer their time for 
these events. It takes a lot of time and effort to organise!  If you have not yet been to any 
of these events give them a try, you may be pleasantly surprised.  

We have a church wedding on Friday 5th June between Maisie and Howard a local 
couple. The church bells can be rung as part of the celebrations; Hooray !! Moving 
forward, The Mothers Union are leading the eucharist service on 14th June to celebrate 
150 years of the movement. Thank you for all those who take part. 

The church roof repairs are scheduled at the latter end of June. Scaffolding will be 
erected along the front of church. Health& Safety guidelines will be observed, there will 
be no change to church activities.  

I close with an excerpt from a well know hymn to reflect on:  

Love is his word, love is his way, better than splendour and wealth.  

Wishing you a joyful month.  Stuart  



Wednesday 3rd June 

Genesis1: 1-2:3 

Gospel: Matthew 28: 16-20 

Sunday 7th June  

Genesis 12: 1-9 

Romans 4 : 13-25 

Gospel Matthew 9: 9-13 , 18-26 

2nd Sunday after Trinity 

Wednesday 10th  June 

2 Corinthians 3 : 15-4 : 1, 3-6 

Gospel : Matthew 5 :20-26 

Sunday 14th June  

Genesis 18: 1-15 

Romans 5: 1-8 

Gospel: Matthew 9: 35-10:8 

3rd Sunday after Trinity 

Wednesday 17th June 

2 Corinthians 9: 6-11 

Gospel: Matthew 6: 1-6 , 16-18 

Sunday 21st June 

Genesis 21: 8-21 

Romans 6: 1b-11 

Gospel: Matthew 10 : 24-39 

4th Sunday after Trinity 

Wednesday 24th June 

Isaiah 40 : 1-11 

Acts13 : 14b -26 

Gospel : Luke 1: 57-66, 80 

Birth of John the Baptist ( Nativity) 

Sunday 28th June 

Genesis 22: 1-14 

Romans 6 : 12-23 

Gospel: Matthew 10: 40-42     5th Sunday after Trinity 
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