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1. Today we are thinking about martyrdom as we think about Stephen in Acts
7.55-60.
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2. Most of us won't face death for our faith (though | know some would if they
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3. But what issues would you take a stand about? Politics, environment, family,
career? They have to be issues that are both true and weighty.
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4. The issue we all share like this is, of course, our faith - both true and weighty.
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5. Just before today’s reading, Stephen has been retelling the history of Israel,
pointing out to the court how the Israelites always get things wrong and miss God’s
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6. But (verse 55) God is with Stephen and filling him and giving him a vision which, in
verse 56, he shares with his tormentors.
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7. Verse 57-58. Their response is frenzied but, verses 59-60, Stephen does what
only a true Christian can do - committing himself to Jesus’ care and praying for

their forgiveness. %57558'5‘-?1-0 1@#15"]&5@*@%55?& 1E‘T’:E’§rﬁ59
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8. He can do this because he knows our other reading, John 14.1-14. He has a
heavenly vision that that life will be better than this one. ‘Hi’,ZFﬁ UJF]‘EE f—%ﬁﬁ

, =R AMARMEM S —BREX—ERET14E1E14
i, iREER EMER, RENPRKNVETELHRSERE
¥y¥0

9. And God uses his martyrdom to build the church.
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10. If we want to take a stand for our faith we need
a. To know the Gospel
b. To have a heavenly vision
c. To know the Holy Spirit with us
d. To do it for the right reasons (not just to be a pain)



e. To expect God to use the witness to build the church
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