


 W
H

O
’S W

H
O

  IN
  TH

E  C
H

U
R

C
H

... 

 (01730  is  the  telephone  exchange  unless  otherw
ise  stated)   A

rea  D
ean 

 (Petersfield),  Vicar  of  Steep  and  Froxfield  :   The  C
anon  D

r  Susie 
 C

ollingridge  (624245);   susie.collingridge@
gm

ail.com
 

 A
ssistant  C

urate:   The  R
evd  Sue  Jones 

 (624245);   susan.jones1410@
gm

ail.com
 

 R
eader  (PtO

):   M
rs  C

aroline  H
ilton  (263460) 

 Lay  Pastoral  A
ssistant  :  Lindsay  C

legg  (827505)  

 C
hurchw

arden  : 
 Lay  Pastoral  A

ssistant  :  Lindsay  C
legg  (07766  017336) 

 A
dditional  m

inistry  team
  m

em
bers 

 R
etired/  PtO

  C
lergy:  The  R

everend  D
r  Pippa  M

adgw
ick  Tel:  07923  933649 

 E: pippa.m
adgw

ick1@
btinternet.com

 
 LLM

  G
raham

  M
adgw

ick  Tel:  07946  197038, 
 E: g.m

adgw
ick@

btinternet.com
 

 B
enefice  A

dm
inistrator  : 

 H
elen  M

uir-D
avies  

 w
w

w.steepfroxfield.com
 /   steepfroxfieldprivett@

gm
ail.com

 

 G
ift  A

id  (G
A

)  and  Parish  G
iving  Schem

e  (PG
S)  O

fficers:   Ian 
 H

ughes (  n.ianhughes@
btinternet.com

  /828344)   (G
A

);  and   C
hristine 

 Stephens  (  C
hristine@

tcfk-stephens.co.uk  )   (PG
S) 

 Social  m
edia: 

 W
ebsite:  https://steepfroxfield.com

 
 Facebook: https://w

w
w.facebook.com

/steepfroxfieldandprivettchurches    
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 Photos  from
  G

arden  C
lub  Spring  Show

 

 SO
LU

TIO
N

  TO
  A

PR
IL  C

R
O

SSW
O

R
D

  PU
ZZLE 

 A
cross  -  1  Psychiatrist,  8  Am

ateur,  9  Tuscany,  11  Trundle,  12  R
oundel,  13 

 Eased,  14  Arm
adillo,16  N

ortherly,  19  Loath,  21  Kindred,  23  Legroom
,  24 

 Show
ers,  25  W

attage,  26  Seism
ography. 

 D
ow

n 
 -  1  Peanuts,  2  Yielded,  3  H

orsehair,  4  Altar,  5  R
escued,  6  Scandal, 

 7  R
attlesnakes,10  Yellow

ham
m

er,  15  M
ayflow

er,  17  R
ansom

e,  18  H
ardens, 

 19  Light-up,  20  Anom
aly,22  D

isco. 

 Bin  D
ays  Thursday  U

nless  O
therw

ise  Indicated 

 Thursday 
 7th 

 Thursday 
 14th 

 Thursday 
 21st 

 Thursday 
 28th 

 June 
 Thursday  4th 

 R
efuse  B

in 
 R

ecycling 
 &

  G
lass 

 R
efuse 
 B

in 
 R

ecycling 
 &

  G
lass 

 R
efuse  B

in 
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 This  w
onderful  cartoon  is  by  N

ick  N
ew

m
an  (son  of  D

aphne  N
ew

m
an 

 of  H
oneycritch  Lane),  w

ho,  am
ongst  other  things  draw

s  for  the 
 Sunday  Tim

es  and  Private  Eye 
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 C
over 

 This  m
onth’s  cover  picture  w

as  taken  by  Tidda  D
obbs  in  M

arch,  of  a  very 
 early  (keen?)  bluebell.  The  vignette  w

as  badly  created  by  m
e,  hence  the 

 little  bits  around  the  picture  as  I  am
  still  trying  to  get  to  grips  w

ith  the  latest 
 version  of  Photoshop,  having  happily  had  one  of  the  oldest  for  years! 
 C

aroline 

 W
A

LK
IN

G
     W

ED
N

ESD
AYS 

 9:30  am
  the  First  W

ednedsay  of  each  m
onth     

 H
igh  C

ross  C
hurch  to  The  O

ld  D
airy  Tearoom

  Privett    
 W

ednesday   13  th   M
ay* (  please note  change  of date  )  

 W
ednesday 3  rd   June   

 W
ednesday 1st July   

 C
ontact  Suzanne  Tong  on TongVentham

s@
gm

ail.com
 or  01730  260430  

 for  m
ore  inform

ation  and  travel  arrangem
ents.  

 Yoga 

 N
ow

  that  W
inter  seem

s  to  be  behind  us  w
hy  not  com

e  and  join  our  friendly 
 session  of  yoga  and  pilates  w

ith  relaxation  to  finish.  W
e  really  w

elcom
e 

 new
com

ers  of  all  ages  and  abilities. 
 D

esigned  to  im
prove  strength  ,  flexibility  and  overall  w

ell  being   for  m
en 

 and  w
om

en. 
 Every  Thursday  evening  6-7  pm

  at  Froxfield  village  hall  at  H
ighcross.  See 

 you  there. 
 For  m

ore  inform
ation  call  Ann  on  07884  112411 
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 C
U

R
TIS  M

U
SEU

M
 

 O
PEN

IN
G

  TIM
ES 

 Tuesday  to  Saturday 
 10am

  –  4.30pm
 

 01420  82802 

 w
w

w.ham
pshireculture.org.uk/curtis-m

useum
 

 C
U

R
TIS  M

U
SEU

M
  2026 

 M
ay  events. 

 O
bject  of  the  M

onth  :  -  a  beautiful  punch  bow
l  by  studio  potter  Edgar 

 C
am

pden  (1930-1998)  of  Alderm
aston  Pottery. 

 This  m
onthly  show

case  continues  throughout  the  year  until  the  Allen 
 G

allery  reopens  in  2027,  presenting  highlights  from
  the  H

am
pshire  C

ultural 
 Trust's  extensive  ceram

ics  collection  in  storage  in  C
hilcom

b,  W
inchester. 

 H
A

LF  TER
M

  H
O

LID
AY  :  For  the  M

ay  half  term
  there  w

ill  be  a  range  of 
 drop-in  crafts  and  colouring  activities,  including  Thursday  C

raft  C
lub,  (drop 

 in)  plus  a  fam
ily  m

useum
  trail  and  our  seasonal  D

odo  N
atural  H

istory  trail.  

 Tuesday  25  M
ay  -  M

ake  &  Take  clay  session  11  -  12,  please  pre-book 
 online.  

 W
ith  support  from

  the  M
useum

s  Association  W
ellbeing  Fund,  H

am
pshire 

 C
ultural  Trust  is  delighted  to  be  delivering  a  program

m
e  of   creative 

 w
orkshops  to  benefit  young  people  across  the  county  through  2026  and 

 2027.  Sessions  w
ill  be  held  during  term

  tim
es  over  5  w

eeks  on  a  Saturday 
 m

orning; 
 they 

 are 
 free 

 but 
 m

ust 
 be 

 booked 
 in 

 advance, 
 please 

 visit   https://w
w

w.ham
pshireculture.org.uk/curtis-m

useum
-events   for 

 m
ore 

 details. 

 M
ay  Talk  -  Thursday  14th  M

ay. 

 N
ik  K

night  -  H
am

pshire  Bats  G
roup  -  w

ill  speak  on  "B
ats:  Superheroes 

 of  the  N
ight." 

 The  talk  w
ill  be  preceded  by  the  AG

M
  of  the  Friends  of  the  M

useum
  -  this 

 never  takes  very  long! 

 To  be  held  in  R
oom

  7  of  the  Alton  C
om

m
unity  C

entre,  Am
ery  Street,  Alton 

 G
U

34  1H
N

  .  D
oors  open  7pm

  for  7.30.  FR
EE,  donations  w

elcom
ed. 

 3 
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 C
hurch  N

ew
s 

 The  glorious  displays  of  daffodils,  tulips and  spring  blossom
 

 w
hich  filled both  our churches for  Easter  nearly  tw

o  w
eeks 

 ago are now
 past 

 their 
 best - to 

 w
alk into the 

 church 
 on 

 Easter  Sunday  and  to  be  greeted  by  such  a  display  of  colour after  six 
 w

eeks  of  bareness  is  truly  uplifting.   At St  Peter’s,  H
igh  C

ross, the large 
 w

ooden cross, currently  standing  at  the  foot  of  the  chancel  step,  w
as 

 festooned  w
ith  daffodils  during  the  service  and  the  sight  of  this  is  very 

 poignant.    M
any  thanks  to  all  w

ho  contributed to  the  displays.    

 The  other  enorm
ous  blessing  for the Palm

  Sunday,  G
ood  Friday  and  Easter 

 Sunday  services  w
as  the  new

ly  installed  heating  system
.  N

ot  only  does  it 
 look  in  keeping  w

ith  the  overall internal  architecture  of  St Peter’s, but  it  is 
 undoubtedly 

 a 
 huge success and w

e’ve received 
 hosts 

 of 
 favourable 

 com
m

ents.    

 W
e  start  M

ay  w
ith  the Annual Parochial C

hurch  C
ouncil  m

eeting  w
hich  w

ill 
 be  held  after  a  short  10.00  am

  com
m

union  service on  Sunday  3  rd   M
ay.  W

e 
 w

ould  be  so  pleased  if  you  w
ere  able  to  com

e  along.  It  is  your  chance to 
 vote  for  the  next  C

hurchw
ardens  or  even stand  as  a  candidate.  There 

 are also vacancies on the PC
C

 
 (Parochial 

 C
hurch C

ouncil) 
 w

hich unusually m
eets  six  tim

es  a  year.    

 Ascension  D
ay  falls  this  year  on  Thursday  14  th   M

ay.  As  has  becom
e  the 

 custom
  w

e  w
ill m

eet  in  H
oly  Trinity Privett  at  8.00  am

  for a  short  reflective 
 service  to  m

ark  this significant event.  

 W
e  w

ill  be  back in H
oly  Trinity at  10.00  am

 on  Sunday  31  M
ay  for  a 

 Benefice  C
om

m
union  Service  to  m

ark  H
oly  Trinity  Sunday.  It  is  one  of 

 the very  few
  Sundays  w

hen  w
e  are perm

itted to  hold  a  service  in  this 
 beautiful  building  –  a  special  occasion  to  w

hich  you  w
ould  be  very 

 w
elcom

e.  

 The 
 last 

 date 
 to  m

ention  is  the Licensing of  the  R
ev  Sue  Jones as 

 Associate  Vicar by  Bishop Jonathan at All  Saint’s  Steep on  W
ednesday  3 

 June  at 6pm
.  Sue  has  served  as  C

urate,  w
orking  across  both  our  benefice 

 and  the  H
aw

kley  benefice.  

 4 
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 Froxfield  C
hoir 

 Froxfield  C
hoir's  annual  sum

m
er  concert  in  Privett 

 church  is  alw
ays  the  highlight  of  our  choral  year.  H

oly 
 Trinity  is  a  joy  to  perform

  in,  and  it  is  alm
ost  alw

ays 
 packed 

 to 
 capacity 

 for 
 our 

 June 
 concert. 

 The 
 churchyard  provides  a  beautiful  setting  on  a  sum

m
er 

 evening  as  friends  gather  to  have  drinks  during  the 
 interval.  R

enow
ned  for  its  160-foot  spire,  the  Victorian 

 G
othic  R

evival  landm
ark  is  now

  m
aintained  by  the 

 C
hurches  C

onservation  Trust  and,  as  w
ell  as  occasional  services,  provides 

 the  perfect  concert  venue.  This  year's  concert  is  on  Saturday  20  June  at 
 7.30pm

.  The  program
m

e  includes  Bach's  M
agnificat  in  D

  and  Te  D
eum

  by 
 M

arc-Antoine  C
harpentier.  Tickets  are  available  from

  O
ne  Tree  Books, 

 Petersfield,  and  from
  Ticketsource.  £20  adult/£15  students.  W

e  hope  to  see 
 you  there! 

 FR
O

XFIELD
  FETE  -  SU

N
D

AY  28TH
  JU

N
E  

 VO
LU

N
TEER

S N
EED

ED
 

 ● 
 setting  up  and  packing  up 

 ● 
 car  parking  stew

ards 

 ● 
 m

anning  stalls 

 ● 
 baking  cakes 

 Please  em
ail   teresa.m

brow
n2011@

gm
ail.com

   w
ith  any  offers  of  help. 
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 W
e  have  had  a  m

uch  im
proved  April  but  trade  for  us  and  all  other  pubs  is 

 still  slow,  w
e  how

ever  do  have  the  benefit  of  the  hotel  as  w
ell  w

hich  is  now
 

 starting  to  get  very  busy  w
ith  bookings  for  the  sum

m
er.  But  in  order  for  us 

 to  keep  the  lights  on  and  the  doors  open  w
e  really  appreciate  everyone’s 

 support  w
ithin  the  village  if  you  visit  us  especially  for  the  events  w

e  have 
 going  on.    

 Since  January  w
e  have  been  raising  m

oney  for  the  O
aks  playschem

e  at 
 our  m

onthly  quiz  night.  And  I  am
  glad  to  say  that  w

e  have  raised  £130  for 
 them

.  O
ur  C

harity  for  the  next  3  m
onths  of  April/M

ay/June  is  FoFS  to  help 
 them

  w
ith  their  current  fundraising  for  the  decoration  and  furnishing  of  the 

 Arts  and  M
usic  Studio.  Please  join  us  on  the  last  Thursday  of  each  m

onth 
 for  our  quiz  nights.  W

e  begin  the  quiz  at  7.30pm
  and  it  is  £2  per  player  to 

 enter  and  a  m
axim

um
  of  6  people  to  a  team

  and   100%
   of  the  entry  m

oney 
 is  given  to  the  charities  w

e  donate  too. 

 Since  the  last  M
agazine  w

e  have  begun  serving  Full  English  Breakfasts 
 every  Fri/Sat/Sun  M

ornings  from
  7am

  please  do  com
e  along  and  join  us  for 

 breakfast  (w
e  can  even  do  takeaw

ay  for  those  on  their  w
ay  to  w

ork),  and 
 from

  9am
  on  the  sam

e  m
ornings  w

e  are  serving  C
offee  &  C

ake  too. 

 W
e  have  got  lots  planned  for  M

ay  and  Early  June  as  alw
ays  please  see  the 

 dates  below
 

 Sat  2  nd   M
ay  –  Trevor  John  Band  9pm

 
 W

ed  13  th   M
ay  –  Sunset  D

ubs  –  VW
  C

ar  m
eet  from

  6pm
 

 Thurs  14  th   M
ay  –  Trooper  C

lassics  –  All  things  classic  and  prestige  car  from
 

 6.30pm
 

 Thurs  28  th   M
ay  –  Q

uiz  N
ight  from

  7.30pm
   £2  per  person 

 Sat  6  th   June  –  Live  M
usic  w

ith  H
oneypark  –  Britpop  covers  band  9pm
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 Froxfield Village  H
all U

pdate     

 W
orking  Party  U

pdate  

 The  Spring  W
orking  Party  took  place  on  12th  April  and 

 w
as  w

ell  supported,  w
ith  nine  volunteers  giving  their 

 tim
e  to  help.  A  significant  achievem

ent  of  the  day  w
as 

 the  m
uch-needed  repair  w

ork  to  the  car  park,  w
hich  has  m

ade  a  real 
 difference  to  both  its  appearance  and  usability.  W

e  also cleaned and 
 repaired w

indow
s,  touched up m

inor paintw
ork  dam

age,  and  tended to  the 
 w

indow
  boxes  and  gardens.  

 Special  thanks  go  to  the  G
arden  C

lub  m
em

bers  for  their  continued  care 
 and  m

aintenance  of  the  planting  throughout  the  year, it  is  very  m
uch 

 appreciated  and  helps  keep  the  village  looking  its  best.  

 AG
M

    

 The  Annual  G
eneral  M

eeting  w
as  held  on  M

onday  13th  April.  Kate 
 Ashfield, 

 C
hair, 

 reported positive progress 
 over 

 the 
 past 

 year, 
 noting 

 im
provem

ents 
 in 

 stability, 
 financial 

 security, 
 m

aintenance, fundraising 
 efforts, hall facilities and  overall  usage.  

 Thanks  w
ere  given  to  all  m

em
bers  of  the  C

om
m

ittee  of  M
anagem

ent  for 
 their  continued  w

ork. In  particular,  w
e thank  Viv  Barnett,  w

ho  has  stepped 
 dow

n 
 from

 
 the 

 com
m

ittee, 
 for 

 her 
 contribution 

 during 
 her 

 tim
e 

 on 
 the com

m
ittee.   

 Follow
ing  the  m

eeting,  Kate  has  taken  on  the  role  of  Secretary,  and  Ted 
 Stephens  has  becom

e  C
hair.  

 Looking 
 ahead, significant planned 

 w
orks includes 

 replacem
ent 

 of 
 the 

 boiler  (subject  to  grant  funding),  m
aintenance  of  the  m

ain  hall  floor,  and 
 gradual  upgrades  to  cutlery, crockery and  glassw

are  for  hirers.   

 6 



 Froxfield Village  H
all U

pdate  continued 
 Events    

 By  the  tim
e  you  read  this,  the  Village  Sponsored  W

alk  w
ill  have  taken 

 place, and  w
e  hope  it  w

as  an  enjoyable  day  for  all  involved.  

 W
ith  a  range  of  options  including  a  10km

,  5km
,  and  laps  of  the 

 recreation  ground,  the  event  w
as  designed  to  suit  all  ages  and 

 abilities. 
 It 

 is 
 alw

ays 
 encouraging  to  see  a  good  m

ix  of 
 participants,  w

hether  taking  on  a  longer  challenge  or  sim
ply  joining  in  for  a 

 m
ore  relaxed  w

alk.  

 As  w
ell  as  raising  funds,  the  sponsored  w

alk  is  a  valuable  opportunity  for 
 the  com

m
unity  to  com

e  together  in  an  inform
al  and  sociable  setting.  M

any 
 thanks  in  advance  to  everyone  w

ho  took  part,  helped  w
ith  organisation,  or 

 offered  support  on  the  day.  

 SU
N

D
AY  28  JU

N
E  -  VILLA

G
E  FETE  and  D

O
G

  SH
O

W
    

 An  afternoon  of  sum
m

er  celebration  for  all  ages!  BBQ
,  D

og 
 Show,  C

hildren’s  G
am

es,  Stalls  and  so  m
uch  m

ore.   

 D
on’t forget  the  Village  Fete  is  just  around  the  corner…

  raffle  tickets  are 
 available  w

ith  cash  and  other  prizes  to  be  w
on!  Please  contact  Kate 

 Ashfield  or  Teresa  Brow
n  to  get  your  lucky  ticket.   

 M
ay:  U

pcom
ing  D

ates  for  your  D
iary    

 Thursday  7th:  Polling  D
ay  D

on’t  forget  to  vote 
 Saturday  9th:  D

rop-In  10.30am
  -  12  noon.  M

eet  over  a  cup  of  tea/coffee 
 and  a  slice  of  cake. C

ricket  in  the  afternoon. 
 Friday  15th:  C

ountry  M
usic  C

lub  8pm
. D

ance  to  Pedro  
 Tickets  are  £10  on  the  door,  U

nder-14‟s  free.  Licensed  bar,  tea  &  coffee 
 available.  Filled  rolls  &  hotdogs  also  available  for  80p 
 Saturday  16th:  C

ricket 
 Friday  22nd:  C

ricket  C
lub  Q

uiz  N
ight 

 Saturday  23rd  &  30th:  C
ricket  

 Take  a  quick  look  at   froxfieldvillagehall.co.uk   for  the  latest  inform
ation  of 

 activities  and  events  in  the  hall.  
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 A
n  Invitation From

  Your  C
hurch  C

om
m

unity  

 Join  us!  -  N
o  experience  needed. -  Training  provided!   

 Volunteers  are  the  heart  of  your  church in Froxfield w
ith Privett,  and  w

e  are 
 actively  looking  for  volunteers  to  lighten  the  load  on  those  w

ho  are  already 
 helping.   

 ● 
 You  m

ay  be  looking  for  a  new
  opportunity  or  stuck  in  a  rut.  

 ● 
 You  m

ay  w
ant  to  m

ake  m
ore  of  a  contribution  or  give  back  to  your 

 com
m

unity.  
 ● 

 You  m
ay  have  a  few

  hours  a  w
eek/a  m

onth  or  a  year  to  spare.    
 ● 

 You  m
ay  have  thought  about  volunteering  but  w

orry  about  fitting  it 
 into  your  busy  schedule?   

 W
e  know

  life  is  busy,  but  every  little  helps and  for  som
e jobs  w

e only 
 require  a  once-a-year  com

m
itm

ent  if that’s all  you  can m
anage.(O

bviously 
 if  you  can  m

anage  m
ore that’s great!) If  you  think  you  can  help  either  by 

 joining  a  team
  or  by  taking  responsibility  for  som

ething, w
e  w

ould  love  to 
 hear  from

  you!    
 Volunteering 

 is 
 rew

arding and 
 should 

 not 
 be 

 burdensom
e and 

 for 
 som

ethings  you don’t have  to  be  a  church  goer  to  lighten  the  load  of 
 running our beautiful  buildings. As  w

ith  everything  it  relies  on  organisation 
 and good  com

m
unication. So:  

 ● 
 Tell us  "can't  help  dates"  in  advance  to  avoid  problem

s  
 ● 

 “Buddy  up”  w
ith  other volunteers   so you  can  find  a  sub  easily  w

hen 
 you can't m

ake  it.  
 ● 

 Invite 
 a 

 friend 
 to 

 volunteer 
 w

ith 
 you 

 to 
 m

ake 
 it 

 m
ore fun 

 and sociable!  
 ● 

 Sign  up  for  just  one short  tim
e period  (a  day, a  w

eek, a  m
onth/ 

 six m
onths,  a year)     

 Thank  you  for  considering  sharing  your  tim
e and talents, w

ith us.   
 W

e  look  forw
ard  to  seeing  you  at  the  APC

M
  on  M

ay  3  rd   or  hearing  from
 

 you.  
 W

ith  best  w
ishes  

 Suzanne  Tong               tongventham
s@

gm
ail.com

  
 Lindsay  C

legg               lindsay.clegg@
hotm

ail.com
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 A
n  Invitation From

  Your  C
hurch 

 C
om

m
unity  

 YO
U

  M
AY  H

AVE  N
O

TIC
ED

  SO
M

E 
 C

H
A

N
G

ES 
 IN

 
 YO

U
R

 
 VILLA

G
E 

 C
H

U
R

C
H

!  

 W
e  Invite  you  to  com

e  along  to  the  APC
M

 at  H
igh  C

ross  C
hurch  at 

 10 a.m
. on  M

ay  3  rd   enjoy  som
e  light  refreshm

ents and  find  out  w
hat  is 

 happening  in  your  churches  in Froxfield and  Privett.      
 EVER

YO
N

E  IS  VER
Y  W

ELC
O

M
E  

 D
id  you  know

  that  your  church  is largely  run by  volunteers.  H
ere  are  som

e 
 of  the  jobs  our  volunteers  do:  

 ● 
 O

verseeing  the  m
aintenance  of  the  buildings  organising  repairs  and 

 im
provem

ents   
 ● 

 H
elping  to  keep  the  churchyard  tidy  

 ● 
 Ensuring  the  building  is  safe   

 ● 
 Being  part  of  the  cleaning  team

  
 ● 

 C
leaning  the  brass  

 ● 
 Being 

 a 
 m

em
ber  of  the  team

  w
hich  provides refreshm

ents  at 
 services   

 ● 
 Being  a  m

em
ber  of  the  flow

er  team
  and  decorating the  church  w

ith 
 flow

ers  at  services  and  special  festivals    
 ● 

 Looking  after  the  church  finances   
 ● 

 Turning  on  the  heating  for  services   
 ● 

 Locking  and  unlocking  the  church   
 ● 

 Keeping  the  clock  w
ound   

 ● 
 O

rganising  collections  and  taking  food donations to  the  Foodbank  
 ● 

 O
rganising  rotas  to  ensure  services  are  run  sm

oothly   
 ● 

 Being 
 m

em
ber 

 of 
 the sidesm

an’s 
 rota and 

 handing 
 out 

 and 
 collecting  in  books  at  the  start/  end  of  services    

 ● 
 Being  a  m

em
ber  of  the  C

hurch  PC
C
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 W
ow

! W
hat a   great   night-  w

hat  a   great   com
m

unity! 

 A
  m

assive     thank  you     to  everyone  w
ho 

 m
ade  the  fabulous  result  of  £6,500  possible  at  the 

 church  auction  event  in the  village  hall M
arch.   

 W
hether  you  donated  one  of  the  79  item

s  to  be  auctioned (  there w
as  such 

 a  lovely  variety  item
s  to  suit  all  pockets  and  tastes!)  or  cooked  a  dish  for 

 the  evening  event;  m
ade  a  cake or gave a  donation  tow

ards  the  running 
 costs;  cam

e  along  to  the afternoon preview
  or  bought  a  ticket  for  the 

 supper.   
 A  good  tim

e w
as  had  by  all,  and w

e couldn’t be  m
ore  pleased  w

ith  the 
 result!    
 D

on’t forget 
 that 

 for     a 
 lim

ited tim
e 

 period Julian B
ond has 

 very 
 generously  offered  to  donate  25%

  of  any  artw
ork purchased from

  him
 

 to  our  church  fundraising  cam
paign  for  a  loo  and  servery  area.     

 Please contact  m
e for  m

ore  inform
ation.    

 W
ith  very  m

any  heartfelt  thanks  
 Suzanne  Tong   
 tongventham

s@
gm

ail.com
   01730  260430 

 D
rop-In 

 FR
O

XFIELD
  VILLAG

E  H
ALL  

 Everyone  (including  children  and  pets  accom
panied  by 

 a 
 responsible 

 adult) 
 can 

 be 
 sure 

 of 
 a w

arm
 

 w
elcom

e and the  com
pany  of friends  and  neighbours at 

 the  D
rop-  In!  C

om
e  a  long  and  enjoy a  slice  of  cake  and  a  cuppa in  a 

 w
arm

 space.   
 Suzanne Tong:  01730 260  430  or   Tongventham

s@
gm

ail.com
    

 N
ext  D

rop  -  In  D
ates:     

   
 M

ay  9  th     2026          
 June  13th   2026       
 July  11th 2026    
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 O
ur 

 Spring 
 Show

 
 w

as 
 a 

 stunning 
 success 

 w
ith 

 an 
 am

azing 
 array 

 of entries the ‘standouts’, as  alw
ays,  being  the  daffodils.  The  sea  of  yellow

 
 that  greeted  visitors  w

as  a  real  rem
inder  that  Spring  had arrived and 

 sunnier  days  lay  ahead.  The  judges  com
m

ented  on  the high  standards of 
 the  entries  w

ith  m
any  new

  participants  w
inning  prizes.  The  coffee  and 

 w
alnut  cake  and  tea  bread  classes  w

ere  very  hotly contested and  the 
 flow

er  arranging  classes  provided  a  fantastic  backdrop  to  the  show.  O
ur 

 Show
 

 Secretary, 
 C

hristine Stephens,  
 not only 

 put 
 on 

 a 
 very 

 w
ell organised and  supported  show

  but  also  w
on  the  overall  prize  for 

 horticultural  entries!  

 O
ur  April  talk  w

as  held  on  W
ednesday  15th  April  at  Privett  Village  H

all 
 w

hen  our  speaker  for  the  
 evening 

 w
as 

 G
illian 

 Taylor, 
 w

ho 
 is 

 alw
ays 

 highly 
 entertaining 

 and 
 know

ledgeable, 
 as 

 proved 
 on 

 this 
 occasion! 

 H
er 

 talk 
 w

as 
 entitled ‘M

ore colour, 
 less 

 w
ork’, a 

 subject 
 w

hich 
 brings 

 joy 
 to 

 gardeners’ ears!  G
illian  had  lots  of  lovely photos and she  had  also  cut 

 seasonal  flow
ers  from

  her  garden  to  circulate  am
ongst  the  audience  to 

 illustrate  som
e  of  the  points  from

  her  talk.  The  m
eeting  w

as  very  w
ell 

 attended, 
 w

ith 
 quite  a  few

  new
  m

em
bers,  and  all  in all w

as  a  very 
 entertaining  evening.  

 O
ur  next  big  event  is  our  O

pen  G
arden  w

hich  w
ill  be  held  at  Palom

a  H
ouse 

 in Froxfield on  Sunday  
 14th  June  betw

een  2  -  5pm
.  This  is  a  stunning garden and  w

e  w
ill  be 

 serving  hom
em

ade  teas  and Pim
m

s,  and  there  w
ill  be  a  Plant  Stall.  D

o 
 com

e  and  join  us  to  look  around  a  beautiful  English  country  garden!  

 9 

 Froxfield  and  Privett  Parish  Inform
ation 

 Parish  M
agazine 

 All  articles,  new
s  and  for  sale  item

s:  froxfield.parish@
btinternet.com

 
 Phone:  Evenings  &  w

eekends:  827476  Editors:  C
aroline  &  Steve  D

illon 

 C
ontact  D

etails  for  Parish  C
lubs  &  Societies 

 Froxfield  Village  H
all:  C

ontact:  Angela  H
iscock  01730  827  066  or 

 enquiries@
froxfieldvillagehall.co.uk 

 Privett  Village  H
all:  Secretary:  Alex  R

aphael  01730  828461 
 .  w

w
w.PrivettVillageH

all.co.uk 

 Froxfield  &  Privett  G
arden  C

lub:  Elizabeth  H
oughton-C

onnell  01730 
 828889 

 D
arts  Team

s:  Angela  H
iscock:  01730  827066 

 C
ricket  C

lub:  Kevin  H
iscock:  01730  827066 

 Froxfield  C
hoir:  Sue  C

legg  01730  827505 

 Ladies  Friendship  G
roup:  U

rsela  Legg  01730  828324 

 Froxfield  R
ingers:  Teresa  Brow

n:  828003  or  07799  831426 

 C
ountry  &  W

estern:  Viv  Barnett  01730  268306 

 Parish  C
lerk:  H

elen  M
arsh  clerk.froxfield@

parish.hants.gov.uk 

 Froxfield  Stores  &  Post  O
ffice:  H

ow
ard  &  C

harlotte  01730  827778 
 w

w
w.froxfield  stores.com

 

 Parish  w
ebsite:  w

w
w.froxfieldandprivett.org.uk 

 D
efibrillator  access  code:  C

0147X 
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 W
e 

 have 
 an 

 afternoon 
 visit 

 to 
 The 

 M
anor 

 H
ouse, 

 U
pton  G

rey  on 
 W

ednesday  24th  June  at  2pm
  

 at  a  cost  of £12  to  include  tea  and  cake.  This  historic  garden  w
as  designed 

 by  G
ertrude  Jekyll  in   

 1908  and  current  ow
ners,  John  and  R

osalind  W
allinger,  have  renovated  the 

 derelict  house  and  
 garden  over  the  last  40  years.  At  the  tim

e  of  w
riting  there  w

ere  a  few
 

 spaces  left  for  this  visit.  
 Please 

 contact 
 Pippa 

 C
hapm

an 
 on 

 either 
 07803 

 906312 
 or   pjm

chapm
an@

yahoo.co.uk    

 O
n 

 W
ednesday 

 8th 
 July 

 at 
 6.30 

 w
e 

 have 
 our 

 evening 
 visit 

 to H
am

bledon H
ouse  in H

am
bledon. The  cost  is £15 on booking,  but  it  is  at 

 the  m
om

ent  fully  subscribed.   Pippa  (contact  details above)  is  holding  a 
 reserve  list  for  this  event.  

 Sue K
inlochan 

 East 
 M

eon 
 Flow

er 
 Festival 

 returns 
 to 

 A
ll 

 Saints’ C
hurch,  22–25  M

ay  2026    

 Follow
ing 

 the 
 success 

 of 
 previous 

 years, 
 All 

 Saints’ C
hurch,  East  M

eon,  is  delighted  to  announce 
 the  return  of  its  m

uch-loved  Flow
er  Festival,  taking 

 place  from
 Friday  22  M

ay  to  M
onday  25  M

ay  2026.   

 For  four  days,  the  beautiful  G
rade  I  listed  church  w

ill  be 
 dressed  to  the  nines  w

ith  stunning  floral  displays, 
 transform

ing 
 this 

 historic 
 11th-century 

 building 
 into 

 a 
 celebration 

 of 
 creativity, nature and 

 com
m

unity. 
 For  all  up-to-date  new

s  and  tim
ings 

 please  follow
  us  on @

eastm
eonflow

erfest Instagram
  page  and  look  out  for 

 our  posters!  

 Tickets  are  available  via   ticketsource:   FESTIVAL  TIC
KETS:  

 https://w
w

w.ticketsource.co.uk/eastm
eonflow

erfestival2026    
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 U
seful  Local  N

um
bers 

 Petersfield  H
ospital  (8am

-8pm
) 

 Sw
an  St,  Petersfield  G

U
32  3LB  Tel: 023  8231 9000 

 D
octors  Surgeries 

 The  Sw
an  Surgery,  Sw

an  Street,  Petersfield,  G
U

32  3AB 
 Tel:  01730  264  546  /  01730  264  011 
 The  G

range  Surgery,  The  C
ausew

ay,  Petersfield  G
U

31  4JR
 

 Tel:   01730  267722 

 Library 
 Petersfield  Library,  27  The  Square,  Petersfield  G

U
32  3H

H
 

 Tel:  0300  555  1387 

 Leisure  C
entre 

 Taro  Leisure  C
entre,  Penns,  Place,  Petersfield  G

U
31  4EX 

 Tel:  01730  263  996 

 Festival  H
all 

 H
eath  R

d,  Petersfield  G
U

31  4EA  Tel: 01730  264182 

 East  H
am

pshire  D
istrict  C

ouncil 
 Penns  Place,  Petersfield,  G

U
31  4EX  Tel:  01730  266551 

 Scottish  and  Southern  Electricity  (SSE) 
 C

ustom
er  services  Tel: 0345  070  7373 

 Southern  W
ater 

 C
ustom

er  services  (em
ergencies)  Tel:  0330  303  0368 

 Vets 
 Archw

ay  Vets,  36a  D
ragon  Street,  Petersfield, G

U
31  4JJ 

 Tel:  01730  262101 
 St  Peter’s  Vets,  18  St  Peter’s  R

oad,  Petersfield,  G
U

31  4AA 
 Tel:  01730  266431 
 G

reen  D
oor  Independent  Vets 

 U
nit  A,  G

reenforde  Farm
,  Stoner  H

ill  R
oad,  Froxfield G

U
32  1D

Y 
 Tel:  01730  642480 
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 In  last  m
onth’s  m

agazine  I  w
as  able  to  announce  the  exciting  new

s 
 that Froxfield school turns 150  years  old  this  July.  

 In  preparation  for  the  various  celebratory  events  that  w
e  have  planned  I 

 have 
 been 

 delving 
 into 

 the 
 school’s 

 past 
 as 

 w
ell 

 as 
 looking 

 to 
 the the future.  

 There  is  an  enorm
ous  am

ount  of  history  behind our 150-year-old  school, 
 w

hich  w
as  originally  opened  on  July  3,  1876.  

 At 
 the 

 beginning, 
 there 

 w
ere just  tw

o classroom
s, 

 w
hich 

 at 
 tim

es 
 accom

m
odated  m

ore  than  100  pupils  aged  from
  four up  to  school  leaving 

 age -  then  14  years.  The large schoolroom
,  now

  class  1, w
as  often  used  by 

 the  com
m

unity  after  school  hours  for  lectures, concerts and  dram
a  -  and  at 

 one  tim
e  for  a  suffragette  m

eeting.  

 The  first  entry  in  the  School Log  Book reads,  

 “This  school  w
as  opened  for  the  first  tim

e  on  M
onday,  3rd  July  1876 under 

 the  charge  of  H
enry  Edm

und  C
lose,  certificated  m

aster  of  the second 
 class, assisted by  Fanny  Jarm

an, ex-PT  instructor  and  teacher  of infants 
 and 

 teacher 
 of 

 needlew
ork. 

 70 
 children 

 w
ere 

 adm
itted, including 27 

 infants."  

 The school, 
 built 

 w
ith 

 an 
 adjoining 

 house, 
 had 

 one 
 large 

 room
 

 at 
 the side w

ith  tw
o  entrance lobbies either  side,  one  for  boys  and  the  other 

 girls.  There  w
as  a  sm

aller  room
  for  infants  at  the  rear.  

 I  w
as  talking  to M

rs Ingham
  Thom

as,  in  her  reception  and  year  one 
 classroom

,  (w
hich  w

as  the  original  m
ain  classroom

)  the  other  day  and  w
e 

 w
ere  w

ondering  how
  on  earth  the  tw

o  teachers  m
anaged  to  control,  let 

 alone  teach,  over  a  hundred  children  in  such  confined  spaces.   
 11 

 U
nlike  today  w

hen  the  school  children  com
e  from

  the  surrounding  villages 
 and  from

  as  far  afield  as  Petersfield,  in  the  past  the  school  w
as  filled  by 

 children  from
 Froxfield itself  -  though  as Froxfield is  a spread  out village 

 children  w
ould  arrive  on  foot  often  having  w

alked  for  m
iles!  I  rem

em
ber 

 m
eeting  G

ladys  C
um

m
ings  w

ho  w
as  a  pupil  at Froxfield in  the  1930s  -  she 

 told  m
e  how

  she  w
ould  w

alk  m
iles  every  day -   from

 her  hom
e  to  school, 

 then  hom
e  again  for  lunch,  back  to  school  and  hom

e  again.   

 The  late  Kathleen  C
om

pton  (nee  N
eller) rem

em
bered  “All  the  children 

 w
ent  to Froxfield School. A  M

r.  R
obinson  w

as the H
ead Teacher and  his 

 daughter  D
oris  taught  the  infants.  At  five  years of age it  seem

ed  a  long  w
ay 

 from
  W

arren  C
orner  to  H

igh C
ross but w

e found  short  cuts  and,  on  the 
 w

hole,  w
ere  none  the  w

orse  for  it.  There w
as  a  glass  partition  to  divide  the 

 large  classroom
  at  the front and  there  w

as  a  big  fire  w
ith  a  fireguard  round 

 it.  This often  had pupils'  w
et  clothes  hanging  on  it  to  dry.  N

o  cars  for  the 
 journey then!”   

 H
ow

 very  different from
  the  experience  of  today’s  youngsters.  

 Looking  to  the  future  the  school  is  planning  to  build  a  Perform
ing  Arts 

 Studio  -  this  w
ill  allow

  for  future  generations  of  children  the  space  in  w
hich 

 to  explore  m
usic,  dram

a  and  dance  and  develop  nascent  talents  -  and  as  in 
 the  past,  the  studio  can  be  used  by  the  w

ider  com
m

unity  for  sim
ilar 

 pursuits.  

 As  part  of  our  fundraising appeal w
e  w

ill  be  holding a  num
ber  of exciting 

 com
m

unity  events  for  w
hich  I  hope  you  w

ill   save  the  date   and  buy  tickets 
 w

hen  they  com
e  on  sale  for:  

 H
appy’s  C

ircus:  G
eorge  V  m

em
orial  Field  on  June  16th  at  6pm

    

 Froxfield School’s  150th  anniversary  C
oncert  in  Privett  C

hurch  on 
 July  4th at   7.30pm

    

 Froxfield School  Fair  G
eorge  V  M

em
orial  Field  Sunday  July  12th     

 I  look  forw
ard  to  all  the  fun  these  events w

ill  bring.  

 G
illian  H

ollis; C
hair  of  G

overnors  
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