Walking the road to Emmaus – Sunday 19th April 
Acts 2 14a, 36-41(2)
Luke 24: 13-35
May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O Lord my rock and my redeemer. Amen.                                       Ps19:14
We start this morning on the road to Emmaus, with two disciples, one named Cleopas and another whose name we never discover. The unnamed disciple reminds me of the tomb of the unknown soldier, a monument built to honour all the American soldiers whose names and identities are lost to war. I see that unnamed disciple representing all those who have encountered Jesus in some way, but who have questions. That may be us.
I also find it interesting that this account is not about the eleven disciples, but about two ordinary people like you and me who were believers. The Gospels are about Jesus’ ministry, and whilst they centre on the twelve disciples, we can see how the body of believers has grown even before Jesus’ death as we have a bird’s eye view of the thinking of two people who were not part of the twelve. 
These two disciples were talking with each other, discussing what had happened. We see in those discussions hope. The death of Jesus has not destroyed their faith, but they do have questions, things that they do not understand. 
The two disciples had lived in hope that Jesus, who they recognised as a prophet, powerful in word and deed, was to be the one who was going to redeem Israel. Now he was dead and they were confused; their hopes were not completely dashed but they definitely had questions. Three days later they were trying to work it all out. 
In addition, they are getting reports that the tomb was empty, that angels had told people that Jesus was alive. Now they are talking about it all, discussing it, trying to make sense of it, and yet not being sure, and possibly even being fearful that their faith in Jesus had been misplaced. They were not part of the close group of the 11 disciples and would have not had as much teaching as the 11, their knowledge of scripture may have been sketchy, but they did believe that Jesus was important. Jesus comes alongside them, but they do not recognise him. Jesus helps the two disciples to unpack their thinking, to get a better understanding, explains the scriptures, and engages them in conversation, but they still did not recognise him. 
There are many people today on the road to Emmaus, people who have some understanding but have not yet fully come to faith. How do we take the place of Jesus in people’s lives today, walking alongside them and helping them to understand more?
Geoff and I found spending the time with Daniel and Jayden before their baptism a real time of blessing as we accompanied them on their road to discover more about their faith. 
St. Martin’s Family Fun morning is also part of what we do. On Easter Saturday we had about 80 children, 59 of whom completed passports for activities, and about 120 adults. We spent time with them, we offered them free activities and free hospitality, but most of all we walked alongside them for a morning, offering activities that gave them a taste of the real Easter story, and shared with them the love of Jesus and the gift of hospitality.
Each of us walks along the road and gets alongside people in our own individual ways, and it is because we are all different that we are able to meet different people where they are at. The faith journey of discovery looks different for different people, but having someone to walk alongside makes all the difference. Never underestimate how God can use you. 
Understanding more about our faith also helps us to be more confident in sharing that faith with others. The two disciples knew a lot about the Messiah, but they could not make the connections without Jesus explaining things to them. Easter has allowed us to walk along the road to Emmaus and meet again with each other and with Jesus. As we continue the liturgical season of Easter how are we going to find out more about our faith so that we can walk alongside others? The programme Pilgrimage on BBC 1 offers a taste of what it looks like when Christians walk alongside those of other faiths and none as they pilgrimage together. It is not always easy, but having those conversations along the way can make people think about their faith and how that can be shared with others. 
But what next? 
At the meal with the two disciples Jesus took bread, gave thanks, and gave it to them. The meal which we now mark with holy communion revealed to the disciples who Jesus was. “Their eyes were opened, and they recognised him”. 
Although Jesus vanishes that recognition of who Jesus was gave them renewed energy. They got up and returned to Jerusalem and found the eleven disciples and others gathered together. Luke says that Jesus “had been made known to them in the breaking of bread.” 
Coming together as the family of Christ during holy communion is an act of remembrance, an act of worship and a way of continuing to meet with Jesus as we come together and break bread. That breaking of bread together should also give us renewed energy to continue along the road, to walk with others, and to serve God wherever we are. Meeting together at the communion table allows us to join each other walking along our own roads of faith. As we meet together, we can love and serve God together, and gain strength for the next part of our journey.    
Just before the account on the road to Emmaus, we have Peter stooping down and looking into the empty tomb. He saw the linen cloths on their own, and his faith in Jesus was secured, a done deal, a faith that would not be shaken, and a faith upon which Jesus’ church would be built. After all, a church is not a building, it is the people who meet there who are the church. 
By the time we get to our Acts reading the disciples have experienced Pentecost and the coming of the Holy Spirit in wind and fire, with the gift of different languages. Fast forward to our Acts reading where Peter is preaching to the crowds. What a huge step of faith he has taken since the empty tomb. Now empowered by the Holy Spirit his confidence has grown as he preaches to the crowds. In Acts Peter is determined to declare that this Jesus, who had been crucified, has been raised up by God. The crowd want to respond but do not know how. Peter says, repent and be baptised so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the Holy Spirit. 
Be baptised. Why is being baptised part of becoming a Christian? It is not just in the Anglican church that this happens, but in most of the major Christian denominations. Baptism is a way of declaring outwardly what you believe. If people are baptised by full immersion in a river or pool that immersion symbolises a washing away of sin and death to their old life and a rising to new life in Jesus. It is the way that people become a member of the Body of Christ, the church. This is still the response today for those who come to faith. Sadly, we had no pool for Jayden and Daniel, but the symbolism of water and oil replaced the pool. In the church of England people are then confirmed in their faith by the bishop. 
Phew! What a morning. We have seen Jesus walking alongside those who are asking questions and revealing himself to them through the breaking of bread. We have heard Peter starting to build the church by calling people to repent of their sins, be baptised and offering all those who believe the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
It is easy to overlook the fact that we are told that there were about three thousand new believers added to the church that day. Three thousand people who were born to life in Christ. Three thousand people who made the decision to have faith in Jesus and to follow him.  
What does following Jesus mean? Being a Christian allows us to begin to see the world through Christ’s eyes and draws us into Christ’s mission of reconciliation and justice. If you read Acts, you see how this opening of minds to seeing the world through Christ’s eyes led to changes of lifestyle for new believers, including sharing their financial resources, spending time in teaching, meeting together, the breaking of bread and prayer. 
But Jesus does not come in unless he is invited. On the road to Emmaus Jesus came close to the disciples and walked with them. The two disciples chose to include Jesus in their conversation. What is it that Jesus did to make the disciples want to talk to him? They chose to listen to Jesus, to trust Jesus with their questions, to share their hopes with him when they say, “we hoped he was the one to redeem Israel”. They wanted to share their disappointment that three days had passed, and they still were not sure what had happened. They wanted the conversation to continue as they invited him to stay with them. Jesus stayed because he was invited, and when he broke bread, they recognised Jesus. 
We too can invite Jesus to walk with us, trust Jesus with our questions, with our hopes and fears, our disappointments, our challenges. We may feel that our knowledge is sketchy, I know I find that the more I learn the more I realise how much I don’t know! Jesus came alongside two ordinary disciples who, even though their knowledge was limited, had faith. The road to Emmaus account shows us that Jesus comes alongside anyone who has faith, even if they have little understanding, and he came alongside two ordinary disciples who were not part of the eleven. We do not have to be worship leaders or have a special role in the church; Jesus is interested in ordinary people. 
We also should be asking ourselves, how can we make ourselves available to others who want to ask questions? How can we be like Jesus so that people feel comfortable to share their deepest questions, fears and hopes? How can we be the people that others want to invite into their lives, to walk with them? 
As we walk our physical, emotional and spiritual journeys this week may we invite Jesus to walk with us and be aware of Jesus walking alongside us. May we have renewed energy to walk alongside others as we become the people that God needs us to be and walk with others who want to know more about Jesus.
Amen.  

