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Special Services coming up: 
Breakfast Church at Oare,  

9am on 17th May. 
There will be drinks and pastries with an opportunity to 

learn Bible stories, new songs and make crafts. We 
would love to see you there. 

All children should be accompanied by an adult. 

Animal Service at Doddington Church, 3pm 
on 7th June. 

A joyous service to bring your pet to. Please keep all animals on a 
lead or in a cage. Refreshments at the end of the service

MAY 2026 
  2nd May - 27th June Craft Flower Festival

Leaveland Church ME13 0NP  10am-4pm
  2nd  Pizza and Praise for 11 - 17yrs

Lynsted  Church                    4 - 6pm 
  4th  Belmont Spring Fair

Belmont House & Gardens  11am
  5th  PC Morris   Drop in Surgery

Painters Forstal Village Hall  1 - 3pm
  6th  Otterden and Stalisfield W.I.

Stalisfield Village Hall            7.30pm
12th  Eastling Parish Council Meeting

Eastling Village Hall        6.30pm
13th  Egerton Arts Society

Egerton Millennium Hall        2.30pm
14th  Local History Society meeting

Charing Parish Hall               7.30pm
14th  Stalisfield Annual Parish Meeting

Stalisfield Village Hall       7.45pm
20th   Deadline for June Good News: 

 goodnewsmagazine@me.com
22nd   Together in Boots walking group

Doddington Church   leave at 2pm

JUNE 
  3rd  Otterden and Stalisfield W.I.

Stalisfield Village Hall       7.30pm
  6th  Throwley Fête 1 - 5pm

Bar and Live music 6 - 11.30pm
Throwley Forstal Green  

14th  Doddington Open Gardens
from Doddington Village Hall 12 - 5pm

28th  Summer Fête 
Eastling School Field           12 - 3pm

May 24th - Pentecost. The word 
means ‘50 days after Easter’. 
It’s the celebration of the gift of 
the Holy Spirit as recorded in 
Acts chapter 2, and it’s the 
birthday of the Church. So far 
so good; but beyond this, things 
get a bit hazy for some of us. 
We are familiar with the idea of 
God the good Father, and we’ve 
heard and read of all that Jesus - 
God the Son - said and did. But 
the Holy Spirit? Who is He?! 
The images used of the Holy 
Spirit in scripture can be a bit of 
a barrier to understanding. 
Words like ‘spirit’ ‘wind’ 
‘flame’ ‘breath’ are all a bit 
elusive, and they possibly leave 
us with a feeling that in trying 
to understand the Holy Spirit 
we’re chasing rainbows. But if 
we dig a little deeper, we can 
see that these images speak of 
an unhindered force which can 
be powerful and yet gentle, 
cleansing and free. 
The Bible is full of images of 
the Holy Spirit. There is ‘dove’, 
as seen on many Christmas 
cards and in stained glass 
windows. It’s usually white. A 
white dove image speaks of 
gentleness and purity, unfettered 
as it wings its way across the 
sky. 

Then there’s the more difficult 
word ‘advocate’. Someone who 
speaks up for us, comes 
alongside us, someone to aid us 
in times of need. We could go 
on with different images which 
tell us more of the character of 
the Holy Spirit, but there are 
two key things to remember. 
Firstly, this is the spirit of Jesus. 
All that Jesus was in earthly 
form, the Holy Spirit is to us 
now. Jesus is no longer among 
us as He was two thousand 
years ago, but the Holy Spirit 
makes Him available to us now. 
Which brings us to the second 
point; the Holy Spirit is given 
by the good Father to us, His 
children - giving us, as it were, 
a n i n j e c t i o n o f J e s u s ’ 
pe r sona l i ty, w i sdom and 
holiness, enabling us to serve as 
Jesus did, enabling us, as 
Mother Teresa put it, ‘to do 
little things with great love’. 
The first Pentecost set the 
young Church in Jerusalem off 
on a great adventure which 
culminated in today’s world 
where one in three people 
w o r l d w i d e s a y t h e y a r e 
Christians. It could be a great 
adventure for us as we ask God, 
the good Father, to gift us with 
the Spirit of Jesus. Let’s do it!

By the Revd Roy Shaw, a retired but active priest in the diocese of York, 
where he is a spiritual director. 

http://www.goodnews.rf.gd
mailto:goodnewsmagazine@me.com


 
MAY  - What a glorious 
month this is! The potential 
for lovely weather, the signs 
of new life and growth 
everywhere (including the 
garden weeds). The amazing 
chorus of bird song from 
early morning until dusk, 
and the lighter evenings to 
enjoy. 
In a ‘previous life’ I would 
welcome in the dawn on May 
Day accompanied by Morris 
Dancing and sometimes the 
Jack-in-the-Green, which was 
a man dressed from head to 
foot in fresh spring foliage. 
Despite its so called ‘pagan’ 
connotations it was all a 
celebration of new 
beginnings and the breath of 
new life. 
In the month of May, the 
church also has some 
important celebrations. 
Rogation, Ascension, 
Pentecost and Trinity. They 
don’t always all fall in the 
same month, but this year 
they do. The last three are all 
a fixtures in our church 
calendar, but Rogation is 
often overlooked.  

Rogation was traditionally 
marked by the Beating-the-
Bounds, which was an 
ancient custom of marking 
and remembering the 
boundaries of our villages; 
those boundaries often 
defined by significant trees 
or boundary stones. This took 
the form of a procession 
around the Parish boundary, 
usually led by the Vicar, 
armed with sticks with which 
to beat the boundary 
markers. The Christian 
element of this, other than 
the vicar in attendance, was 
the blessing of the land and 
praying for the protection of 
the crops. The name 
‘Rogation’ comes from the 
Latin ‘rogare’, to ask or to 
plead. Beating-the-bounds of 
our ten parishes might be a 
bit much for me and the 
Benefice team, however on 
the 10th May I will be 
travelling to each church to 
pray a blessing on the land. 
Pray with me that new life 
will come into land and that 
Jesus will come into our lives 
afresh.  Amen 
God Bless 
Rev Paula

Eastling Church  
Flower rota 

3rd & 10th May - Aneta
17th & 24th - Sally & Sue P
31st May - Gaby & Pippa
7th & 14th June - Dorothy

If you would like to join the flower 
arranging rota, please call Bay on 

01795 892036.

Prayer Pointers   
Sunday 	 For the joy and hope of Pentecost to be always  
	 	 present in our hearts. 
Monday  	 For Peace for all whose lives have been affected by  
	 	 global price-rises and economic uncertainty. 
Tuesday 	 For confidence and calm in young people taking exams  
	 	 in the coming weeks. 
Wednesday 	 For those applying for jobs. 
Thursday 	 For those accepting the need for end of life care and  
	 	 those giving that care. 
Friday 	 For the Lord’s blessing on couples marrying in our  
	 	 churches this year. 
Saturday 	 For all living under persecution for their faith. 

Message for the Month

His Glorious Day 
  
He’s the Ground of  all being, 
The Spirit of  life, 
The Father of  faith 
And the Mother of  love, 
He’s the Christ-child within 
Who fills darkness with light, 
He calms our worst fears 
With the peace from ‘above’! 
  
He’s the giver of  comfort 
When our spirit is low 
And source of  all courage 
When faith calls out – ‘Go: 
Go tell all the nations 
That peace truly comes 
When God’s voice is heard 
And God’s will is done. 
  
So follow the Christ-man, 
Hold fast on His way, 
Then one day we’ll all share 
His glorious day’! 
  
By Sam Doubtfire



 

Suzanna’s Flowers 
Countrystyle Seasonal Floristry and Peony Grower 

Peony Time 

Season - mid May - early June (all being well!!!) 
Please contact me if you would like some Peonies. 

Cut Peonies, Mixed Peony Bouquets and a selection of specialist 
varieties in pots to plant in your garden. Seasonal flower 

subscriptions available May – October.
Seasonal Bouquets and Orders taken (funeral tributes, events etc).

Stalisfield 07921 781242 / suzannasflowers25@gmail.com 
Social Media –Instagram

1PM TO 5PM

   6PM TO11.30PM

SATURDAY 6TH JUNE

THROWLEY
FETE
STALLS, PUNCH & JUDY
CREAM TEAS & CAKES
FAMILY FUN ACTIVITIES
DOG SHOW & MUCH MORE

BAR, LIVE MUSIC FOR:
THROWLEY VILLAGERS 
HOT FOOD AVAILABLE

Garden Services 
Year Round Horticultural Care 

Local RHS qualified gardener	
   Planting advice. Containers & 

baskets. Rotovating. Pruning. 
Hedge trimming. 

   Professional lawn care: 
Scarifying, turfing, aerating 
and treatments. 

   Organic and wildlife friendly 
approach! 

  Phone or Text Mike on:    
07746 220 998 

Email:michaelratcliff80@gmail.com

Tutoring
Kent Test Preparation
Primary Key Stage 1 and 2

Booster sessions

Call: Hannah  07989 253555
Email: h.uglow@googlemail.com



 

EASTLING VILLAGE HALL 
A large hall in a lovely village location.

Ideal for:  Clubs, Fitness groups Parties & Weddings

We have pretty grounds and a lawn with room for 

a marquee; a large car park, fully equipped kitchen 

and a meeting room available for separate hire.

To book, email Annie:  jacksonandadams@btopenworld.com    

07754 114670

See our availability here: www.eastlingvillagehall.co.uk/calendar

THE ARTS SOCIETY 
EGERTON 

The Arts Society brings people together  
through a shared curiosity for the arts

 
	 Wednesday 13th May: 
  THE ART OF THE CARTOONIST  

presented by Harry Venning, cartoonist for several 
UK publications and UK Strip Cartoonist of the Year for 

‘Clare in the Community’ which he adapted into a 
Radio 4 sitcom

2.30 pm (doors open from 2.00)   
Egerton Millennium Hall, Elm Close TN27 9DS

 Visitors are always very welcome at £8 (just turn up and pay 
on the door), refunded if you join. For further information 

please contact Christine Willis, our Membership Secretary via  
cmwillis75@gmail.com or 01233 756377.

See also our website www.theartssocietyegerton.org.uk

14

Great Big Green Week, from 6th to 14th June, is 
the UK’s biggest celebration of community action to 
tackle climate change and protect nature. See 
more at: https://www.greatbiggreenweek.com/
As part of our Ecochurch initiative, we will be 
hosting events during the Week. Our events will 
include:
• A coffee morning at Newnham Village Hall on 

Saturday 6th June with information about Eco 
products

• A pet service at Doddington Church on Sunday 
7th June 

• Doddington Open Gardens on Sunday 14th 
June 

• Exhibits and displays at Newnham Church

Potential subjects for exhibits and displays at 
Newnham Church include:
• A local organisation whose activities you would 

like to publicise, or perhaps those of a relevant 
charity

• Information you have about our local 
environment that you would like to share with 
others

• How to live an eco-friendlier lifestyle
• Your own photos, drawings, paintings or 

sculptures on the theme of nature.

If you would like to get involved and organise an 
event however big or small, during this time, please 
get in touch with Lissie Bayford
lissie1710@gmail.com, 07790 287878.

If you would like to provide a display for Newnham 
Church, please get in touch with 
bruce.leckie@live.co.uk, 01795 890550.

Kingsdown & Creekside Churches

Doddington Village 
Open Gardens

will be on
Sunday 14th June
12.00pm to 5.00pm

Look out for more details nearer 
the date!

FAVERSHAM HOPPER 
COMMUNITY BUS

New timetable from April 2026. Runs Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays.
KCC Bus passes are accepted, otherwise £3 per 
single journey.
Newnham, George Inn  0930…..1205…..1435
Doddington, Chequers  0934…..1208…..1438
Lynsted Church    0940…..1214…..1444
Teynham Railway Station 0949…..1220…..1450
Oare, Three Mariners  1000…..1230…..1500
Davington, Broomfield Rd 1007…..1237…..1507
Faversham Court St   1009…..1239 …..1509

Faversham Court St   1144…..1414…..1544
Faversham Station   1146…..1416…..1546
Bysing Wood Sainsburys 1151…..1421…..Drop-off
Newnham, George Inn  1205…..1435…..Drop-off
Doddington, Chequers  1208…..1438…..Drop-off

Full route and timetable details on the Faversham 
Town Council website 
https://favershamtowncouncil.gov.uk. 

WDN History Group presents

Tales of Tudor 
Espionage – 
Elizabeth I’s 
Spymaster & 

a Kentish 
Connection

A talk by Dr Hannah Coates

Friday 15th May 7.30pm
Doddington Village Hall

All welcome – entrance £5

Great Big Green Week, from 6th to 14th June, is the UK’s 
biggest celebration of community action to tackle climate 
change and protect nature. See more at: https://
www.greatbiggreenweek.com/ 
As part of our Ecochurch initiative, we will be hosting 
events during the Week. Our events will include: 
• A coffee morning at Newnham Village Hall on Saturday 
6th June with information about Eco products 
• A pet service at Doddington Church on Sunday 7th June 
• Doddington Open Gardens on Sunday 14th June 
• Exhibits and displays at Newnham Church 
Potential subjects for exhibits and displays at Newnham 
Church include: 
• A local organisation whose activities you would like to 
publicise, or perhaps those of a relevant charity 
• Information you have about our local environment that 
you would like to share with others 
• How to live an eco-friendlier lifestyle 
• Your own photos, drawings, paintings or sculptures on 
the theme of nature. 
If you would like to get involved and organise an event 
however big or small, during this time, please get in touch 
with Lissie Bayford lissie1710@gmail.com, 07790 
287878. 
If you would like to provide a display for Newnham 
Church, please get in touch with bruce.leckie@live.co.uk, 
01795 890550.

Otterden and Stalisfield W.I. 
In April, in place of our speaker who sadly had to 
cancel her visit because of illness, members 
enjoyed an “Eggstravaganza.” With 
Easter as the theme, eggs were 
decorated and rolled.  There was 
even a quiz.  Did you know that 80 
million Easter eggs are sold each year in the UK?  
Our May meeting will include our AGM and a 
social time, together with an introduction to the 
preparations we need to make to fill shoeboxes 
for Operation Christmas Child.  
W.I. membership is open to women from 18 years 
of age and we would really love to add to our 
small village group, so please come along if you 
would like to meet us and find out more.  Guests 
are always welcome for a £5 fee which includes 
home-made refreshments. 
Out group is very informal. We meet at 
Stalisfield Village Hall at 7.30 on the first 
Wednesday of each month.  If you would like to come 
along, just turn up or contact Helen Brooks on 
07477 580727 or Ellie Cameron on 07775 649337.

mailto:jacksonandadams@btopenworld.com
mailto:cmwillis75@gmail.com
http://www.theartssocietyegerton.org.uk/


 

Eastling  
Neighbourhood 
Watch 
Village Warden  07794 010 394  
	 	 	   or 01795 890848 

Police 101  Emergency 999 

For any scam, cyber attacks or calls, 
please report them on 

0330 123 2040
There have been many reports of doorstep 
scams in the North Kent area. This can be 
anything from people knocking on your 
door saying that they are in the area and 
can repair your roof or driveway for a good 
price, or pretending to be police officers. If 
you are not sure just say no or, if you are 
genuinely worried, ring 999.
As can be seen there is plenty of livestock in 
the fields so do not forget the country code.
With the warm weather and the road 
verges growing up pretty quick please drive 
very carefully.
No doubt with the longer days there will be 
people around who would like  to help 
themselves to our garden equipment so 
please make sure yours is secure.
On a different note, after looking after the 
defibrillator in the village for many years,
I decided that it was time to move on and 
the Parish Council has taken over the 
responsibility.
I would like to thank all the people in the 
village who have attended the fund raising 
events to keep the defibrillator and a 
special thanks to Steve and Maria for 
overall funding and the support given. 
Thank you.
Have a good month and take  care
Alan

Eastling Parish 
Council

Annual Parish 
Council Meeting

Tuesday 12th May at 
6.30pm in the Village 

Hall.

Stalisfield Parish Council Annual Parish Meeting
- including the presentation of the KALC Community Award

Thursday 14th May at 7.45pm in the Village Hall.
Followed by the Annual Parish Council Meeting

For details, please check the website.

PC Gary Morris,  
Local Police Officer for the East Downs 

area,

will be holding a Police Surgery on 

Tuesday 5th May 1-3pm, 

in Painters Forstal Village Hall.


Open to residents to notify him of any crime 
or anti-social issues in your community.


Following dates are 2nd and 30th June 
at Painters Forstal, 1-3pm. 

Defibrillators in our 
Villages 

Ready for anyone to use in an emergency, 
please find the nearest to you:

Eastling sited in the old 
Telephone Box, The Street, 
Eastling. ME13 0AZ

Eastling School (School days only, 
8am - 4.30pm) sited in the corridor 
of Main Building. ME13 0BA

Stalisfield sited at Stalisfield 
Village Hall, ME13 0HY

Throwley sited in the old 
Telephone Box outside the Old 
Post Office, ME13 0PJ

Call 
999

Start
CPR

Switch on
defibrillator

Follow its
instructions

Defibrillator
Heart Restarter

For an unconscious person
NOT breathing normally

Anyone can use it
No training necessary

 

Eastling Parish Council 
is pleased to announce that the new defibrillator was installed in the 
telephone box outside The Carpenters Arms on 25th April 2026. It is inside 
a purpose built yellow defibrillator cabinet and is visible from the road.
The defibrillator will be registered with the ambulance 
service via The Circuit and Community Heartbeat 
Trust so, in the event of a cardiac arrest, anyone 
calling 999 will be advised of its availability and 
location.
The Parish Council will look to facilitate some training 
later in the year and will publicise this through The 
Good News and Eastling 
Community WhatsApp.
As of 25th April the 
defibrillator at Manor Lees 
will no longer be in use.
If anyone has concerns about 
the  new defibrillator or is 
aware that is has been used or 
moved, please let Caroline 
know on 07801702028.

Congratulations to 
Roy Piles  

who was presented with the 
KALC (Kent Association of 
Local Councils) Community 
Award at Eastling’s Annual 
Parish Meeting in April 2026. 
Roy has been a stalwart of 
various Eastling activities for 
many years and especially 
founding the short mat bowls 
club, which continues to run 
on Wednesday evenings in 
the village hall. 
Shown here with his wife 
Eileen holding the 
presentation certificate and 
watch.



 

If we need to get somewhere by 
public transport, we look at the 
route and trust the driver knows the 
way. By faith, we accept that he or 
she will get us safely to where we 
want to go.   
It was very different for Abraham. 
God told him to leave his homeland 
and begin a journey, physically (and 
spiritually) to an unknown 
destination. He didn’t even 
understand why God wanted him to 
move, but he trusted God anyway. 
Abraham was born in a country far 
from Israel, now modern Iraq. His 
story covers hundreds of miles 
along with various events and 
incidents. Although he encountered 
numerous difficulties and 
challenges, Abraham lived in close 
fellowship with God. 
We might like stability in our lives, 
but Abraham was unable to settle 
permanently anywhere. He lived a 
temporary existence. Slowly, 
gradually, God revealed to Abraham 
what he had to do. He was not 

perfect. In fact, he made several 
mistakes but God’s plans for 
Abraham were not thwarted. God 
showed patience. Despite this man’s 
failings, at times, God revealed His 
purposes. 
God often calls people without 
giving them all the details! If we 
knew everything, we would not 
need faith. God does not always 
explain to us His ways - neither 
completely nor in one go. Abraham 
discovered aspects about God as 
time went on. It was a journey of 
faith; a life lived one step at a time. 
We may look at Abraham’s life and 
think we cannot have faith like him. 
If we were put to severe testing, we 
know we would fail. Our journey 
with God is different from his, but 
by his example we can rely on 
God’s promises. 
Abraham’s life challenges us to 
believe in a great God and to obey 
Him. Like Abraham, at the end of 
our journey of faith, we have an 
eternal destination waiting for us. 

Your history society needs YOU .... 
… to share a glass of wine with us, or 

tea, coffee, soft drinks, nibbles..… 
At our AGM 

You’ll be very welcome!! 
Thursday 21st May 2026 

Parish Hall, Station Road, Charing 
Start promptly at 7.30pm 

CHARING & DISTRICT LOCAL 
HISTORY SOCIETY 

www.charinghistory.co.uk

Lester Amann considers the man 
who is our ‘spiritual father’… 

Abraham: the man who 
made the biggest leap of 

faith in history

Eastling School
Summer Fête

Sunday 28th June
12 - 3pm

Eastling School Field

Kingsdown & Creekside and

High Downs Churches


Join us for a monthly mindful walk through 
woodland


Leaving Doddington Church at 2pm 
and returning for tea & cake at 2.45pm 

Humans and well -behaved dogs all 
welcome


On Fridays 22nd May, 26th June, 24th July


Enquires to Lissie on 07790 
287878


lissie1710@gmail.com

Together in Boots
Join us for a monthly mindful walk

through woodland

Leaving Doddington Church at 2pm
and returning for tea & cake at 2.45pm

Humans and well-behaved dogs all welcome

Enquiries to Lissie on 07790 287878 
 lissie1710@gmail.com

On Fridays 24th April, 
22nd May, 26  June, 24  Julyth th

Kingsdown & Creekside and High Downs Churches

Together in Boots
Join us for a monthly mindful walk

through woodland

Leaving Doddington Church at 2pm
and returning for tea & cake at 2.45pm

Humans and well-behaved dogs all welcome

Enquiries to Lissie on 07790 287878 
 lissie1710@gmail.com

On Fridays 24th April, 
22nd May, 26  June, 24  Julyth th

Kingsdown & Creekside and High Downs Churches

mailto:lissie1710@gmail.com


 

Bespoke Interiors 
Upholstery ~ Loose Covers ~ Curtains ~ Blinds ~ Soft Furnishings ~ 

Headboards ~ Footstools ~ Ottomans ~ Window Seats ~  
Poles ~ Tracks ~ Braids ~ Trims 

Contact us now for a friendly, no obligation discussion  
t. 07966 968503      e.hello@interiors.co.uk      w. ntinteriors.co.uk 

Find us on Instagram & Facebook

Some 175 years ago, from 1st May to 
15th October 1851, the Great 
Exhibition was held in The Crystal 
Palace, Hyde Park. More than 10,000 
exhibitors attended what is regarded as 
the first World’s Fair. 
Prince Albert was an enthusiastic 
promoter of the exhibition, which was 
described by some as a reaction to the 
successful French Industrial 
Exposition of 1844: he described it as 
a display of divine providence, though 
some religious writers took the 
opposite view, describing it as worldly 
and even ungodly with its emphasis on 
human achievement. Others welcomed 
it as an opportunity to evangelise. 

Queen Victoria was an Exhibition 
enthusiast, visiting three times with 
her family and 34 times on her own. In 
fact, six million people – equivalent to 
a third of the population of Britain at 
the time – paid it a visit. The average 
daily attendance was 42,831, with a 
peak of 109,915 on 7th October. The 
Baptist preacher Thomas Cook, in a 
landmark achievement for his 
embryonic company, arranged travel 
there for more than 150,000. 
The event made a surplus of £186,000 
– worth about £30 million today. This 
was used to found the Victoria and 
Albert Museum, the Science Museum 
and the Natural History Museum. 

The original Crystal Palace, 
constructed of cast iron and plate 
glass, was built specifically to house 
the Exhibition – consisting mainly of 
examples of technology developed in 
the Industrial Revolution. Designed by 
Joseph Paxton, it was three times the 
size of St Paul’s Cathedral and boasted 
the greatest area of glass ever seen in a 
building. 
After the Exhibition, the Palace was 
rebuilt near the affluent South London 
suburb of Sydenham Hill and stood 
there until it was burnt down in 
November 1936. The nearby 
residential area was renamed Crystal 
Palace.

The Great Exhibition that started the V & A                  By Tim Lenton

mailto:e.hello@interiors.co.uk


 

 
Anna Chaplaincy 

Anna Chaplains are named after the biblical figure Anna, who dedicated her life to 
worship and prayer and was in the temple when Jesus was presented soon after his 

birth.  

The main purposes of an Anna Chaplain are: 

 O?ering spiritual support to older people who are living in care homes, their own 
home or sheltered housing complexes, their relatives and sta? who look after them. 

If you know someone who is elderly unable to attend church, someone who requires 
prayer, or a listening ear or would like to receive communion. 

Please contact Caroline McIntyre at ramshawcaroline@gmail.com or 07799538809 

             
   

Anna Chaplaincy

Services in our Benefice  

3rd May   Easter 5 
Acts 7. 55 - end, John 14. 1 - 14 

Eastling  10.30am Holy Communion 
Norton  10.30am Morning Worship  

Thursday 7th May   
Wychling  11.00am Holy Communion 

10th May  Easter 6   
Acts 17.22 - 31, John 14.15 - 21 

Throwley  10.30am   Morning Prayer 
Newnham  10.30am  Holy Communion 
Lynsted 10.30am  All Together Now 

Thursday 14th May  Ascension Day 
Acts 1. 1 - 11, Luke 24. 44 - end 

Doddington  7.30pm Holy Communion 

17th May  Sunday after Ascension 
Acts 1. 6 - 14, John 17. 1 - 11 

Oare  9.00am Breakfast Church 
Eastling  10.30am  Morning Worship 

Norton 10.30am Holy Communion 

24th May  Pentecost 
Acts 2. 1 - 21, John 20. 19 - 23 

Throwley  10.30am  Holy Communion 
Newnham 10.30am Morning Worship 

Teynham 4.00pm Evensong 

31st May   Trinity   
2 Corinthians 13. 11 - end,  Matthew 28. 16 - end 

Doddington  10.30am Benefice Communion 

Thursday 4th June   
Wychling  11.00am Holy Communion 

7th June   Trinity 1 
Romans 4. 13 - end, Matthew 9. 9 - 13, 18 - 26 

Eastling  10.30am Holy Communion 
Norton  10.30am Morning Worship 

Doddington 3.00pm  Animal Service

High Downs Parish 

    Rector	 Revd Paula Jardine-Rose 
	      07516 411269  paula.jardine.rose@kc-hd.org.uk 

   Parish Administrator	 Joyce Warren 
	 	 01795 521831  joyce.warren@kc-hd.org.uk 

   Associate Priest    Reverend James (Jim) Pye 
	 	 01795 890726   jim.pye@kc-hd.org.uk 

   Reader	 Caroline  McIntyre	       (07799 538809) 
   Anna Chaplain    Caroline McIntyre  

 ramshawcaroline@gmail.com  

   Reader	 Pim Baxter	       	     (07710 116269) 

Church Contacts 

   Eastling	   Andrew Baxter, Warden  (07749 403727) 

   Administrator   	 E mail: stmaryeastling@gmail.com 

   Stalisfield with Otterden 
	 	 Jenny King, Warden        (01795 890366)   
   	 	 Chrissie Webster, Administrator  	    
	 	 	 	 	 (07590 351977) 

   Throwley  	 David Elvin, Warden	 (07973 837122) 
	 	 	 E mail: david.j.elvin@gmail.com 

   High Downs Parish Safeguarding Officer 
                             Mark Harlow 		     (07979 864000) 
	 	  E mail: mark.harlow@kc-hd.org.uk 

************
From The Registers 

    Baptism 
Kenneth Mackenzie Evans West 

25th April 2026 at Stalisfield 

************
CONTACT THE GOOD NEWS EDITOR 

Hilary Harlow   01795 890338 
If you would like to submit articles, or to advertise in the 
June 2026 magazine, send your submission by 20th May to: 
goodnewsmagazine@me.com.  
Past and current issues of the Good News may be viewed on 

www.goodnews.rf.gd  

mailto:paula.jardine.rose@kc-hd.org.uk
mailto:stmaryeastling@gmail.com
mailto:mark.harlow@kc-hd.org.uk
mailto:goodnewsmagazine@me.com
http://www.goodnews.rf.gd


 

Christina’s Mobile Hairdressing
30+ years experience

Mob: 07894 524166
Email: Christinanorcott@gmail.com

A stylist who cares
Also Weddings & special occasions 

catered for

A D Pink Electrical 
All types of domestic electrical 

installations undertaken 
From full rewires to single 

sockets, fault finding. 
Garden and security lighting 
Fully Qualified and  Insured 

NICEIC Part P 
Domestic Installer 

 Tel 07761 559744 
Email: andypink1@aol.com

Plasterer 
P.Hadley 

All aspects of plastering covered 
20 years experience 
Ceilings or Walls, Old or New 
Lime Plastering & Heritage Work 
Plaster Boarding 
Over skimming of Artex 
Tiling 
Painting and Decorating 

Property maintenance 

No job too Large or Small 
Friendly Clean and Reliable Service     

 For a no obligation free estimate or advice call Paul on 

07740 530426  

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
•

Pest Control Services  
Rats,  Mice,  Wasps and  
Bee Swarms removed 
Discreet & Prompt Service 

Local Tradesman 
Contact  Andy Pink  

01622 884774  /  07761 559 744

          

Offering lunch & dinner, Wednesday to 
Saturday, and amazing Sunday roast at our 
family run, independent pub & restaurant with 
an extensive menu boasting pub classics and 2 
AA rosette specials. 

We also offer a Take Away Menu 
Wednesday - Friday from 5 - 7pm   

pre order required; please call 01795 
890256 

Feeling bored? Join us on Wednesdays 
from 12.30pm for board game fun! 

Celebrating or holding a special event?  
We offer buffets, afternoon tea and sit 

down menus too. 
Keep up to date by following us on 
Facebook, Instagram or X (twitter)  
Stalisfield Road, Faversham, ME13 0HY   
Tel: 01795 890 256   Email: 
info@theploughinnstalisfield.co.uk 

Treat your Feet
FOOTCARE

Nail cutting, corns and callus, 
fungal foot and nails, verrucas, 
ingrown toenails and care of 

the diabetic foot

Rebecca Lapslie  
MCFHP MAFHP

Foot health professional

01795 486849
07734 698792

Home visits

 

                                          

Painters & 
Decorators 

Free no obligation Estimates.  
Over 25 years’ experience. 

Family business. 
Trading Standards Buy with Confidence Approved. 

Painting & Decorating Association Member. 
 

Contact Brian 

Mobile: 07870 946360 

Email: completehomes53@gmail.com 
 

www.completehomes53.co.uk 

  
Experience Luxurious Sustainability 
at The Old Cherry Barn.
Discover eco-conscious elegance in our newly built 
(2021) luxury retreat, nestled in an area of outstanding 
natural beauty. 
The open-plan living area is perfect for relaxing and 
dining with loved ones.

Cozy up by the log burner in winter, or open the bifold 
doors in summer to enjoy alfresco dining on the large 
private patio and garden.

Book your stay at The Old Cherry Barn for the perfect 
blend of luxury, comfort, and nature!

theoldcherrybarn.co.uk 
Newnham,  
Sittingbourne ME9 0NE

Arden Theatre, 
Faversham


The Maurice Patterson 

One Act Play Festival 

Fri 8th May – Sat 9th May 7.30pm

Six plays in one unforgettable night. 


Book tickets on 
ardentheatre.org.uk

mailto:Christinanorcott@gmail.com
mailto:info@theploughinnstalisfield.co.uk


 

Updates from Citizens Advice North East Kent

It’s completely normal to worry about rising energy bills. 
The good news is that adopting a few simple habits into 
your daily routine can make a real difference. Here are some 
practical tips to help you take control of your energy use and 
save money.
In the bathroom
Reducing the length of your shower time can help. Try reducing 
the water temperature of your shower too, as cooler showers use 
less energy
Doing your washing
Using your washing machine's 'eco' cycle takes longer, but uses 
less energy. For laundry that isn’t heavily soiled, use a cold cycle 
(20 or 30 degrees Celsius). If possible, hanging your washing 
outside is an effective (and free) way to dry clothes - weather 
permitting! If not, using a heated clothes airer instead of a tumble 
dryer is a good option as they are cheaper to run.
In the kitchen
Air fryers, microwaves and slow cookers usually use less energy 
than an oven or hob. Putting lids on pans while you’re cooking 
will use less energy heating it. Boiling water in the kettle before 
adding to the pan will also help your food cook more quickly 
meaning you use less energy. Defrost your fridge or freezer once 
or twice a year and don’t hold the door open for extended 
periods of time - this will help use less energy to stay cold.
Your heating
Check the temperature on the thermostat - between 18 and 21 
degrees Celsius is fine for most people. If you have a boiler, set 
the temperature two or three degrees lower (or programme it to 
be off), when you’re out or asleep. Check the thermostatic 
radiator valves - some have numbers on them. You can set each 
one to the lowest number that keeps the room comfortable. 
Install radiator reflectors behind radiators on external walls if 
your house isn’t well insulated. These are easy to install even in 
rented homes, and will make rooms feel warmer.
Do you need help with energy or utilities? We have a dedicated 
team of energy advisers who can assist you with energy debt, 
understanding your bills, and more.
 

How can we help you?
Drop-in sessions (no appointment necessary):
Sittingbourne
Mondays 10am-12pm - Swale House
Tuesdays 11.30am-1.30pm - Murston Family Hub
Sheppey
Tuesdays 10am-12pm - Sheppey Gateway (except the second 
Tuesday of every month, which is held at Sheerness East 
Working Mens Club)
Faversham
Wednesdays & Fridays 10am-12pm - 43 Stone Street, 
Faversham
Thursdays 10am-12pm - West Faversham Community Centre
Telephone advice: Call Adviceline on freephone 0808 278 
7979 (Monday-Friday 10am-3.30pm)
Email advice & specialist debt advice: Contact us online at 
www.canek.org.uk
To stay up to date with our opening times, please visit our 
website or follow us on Facebook.

When Spring Comes	 
	 	 By Audrey Keen 
Love comes to the tender wood, 
Love dwells within, 
For this is budding spring. 
Faint blossom coyly clings 
To trees beloved; 
The wood, tinged green and yellow 
now, 
Is life reborn. 
Blue banks and blue skies 
And a powerful sun, 
Make this a happy place. 
And all young creatures 
Dash to business 
In the undergrowth or trees, 
Or hedge, or copse covered dell. 
And quietly I proceed 
Beneath the candled Chestnut tree, 
And feel the very presence of this 
love  
Engulf me. - 
But when I look toward the 
meadows 
Filled with sweet faced lambs, 
Or if I brush against the 
strengthening grass, 
Or watch a trusting mother bird 
See to her nest, 
I ask - ‘Did love ever really leave?’

Toby	Platts	Cabinetmaker,	35yrs	experience	

Kitchen	Specialist	–	Handmade	or	supplied	

Freestanding	or	Fitted	Furniture	

Media	walls,	Storage,	Home	Office	

07479	269006	

www.kitchens-carpentry.com	

	

Toby Platts Cabinetmaker,  
35 years experience 

Kitchen Specialist - Handmade or 
supplied 

Freestanding or Fitted Furniture, 
Storage, Home Office, 

Media Walls 

07479 269006 
www.kitchens-carpentry.com

http://www.kitchens-carpentry.com


 

Report Fraud is the UK 
national reporting service for 
cyber crime and fraud where 
you can report fraud if you have 
been scammed, defrauded or 
experience cyber crime in 
England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland.
The website has masses of 
information about the many 
different types of fraud and it is 
run by the City of London 
Police which is the national 
lead police force on fraud. It 
provides a central resource for 
counter-fraud policing and runs 

Report Fraud and Report 
Analysis Services. 
The site offers help for 
individuals as well as 
businesses to protect against 
for cyber crime - lots of us now 
spend more time online for 
shopping, banking, socialising 
and managing our lives 
digitally, providing more 
opportunities for criminals to 
access our money and 
personal information.

The cyber protection page 
gives a few practical steps we 
can take to help reduce risk 
and making us harder to target. 
There is also cyber security 
guidance for organisations and 
small businesses with a link to 
the Cyber Action Toolkit  giving 
clear bite-sized actions to 
protect your business’s money 
and reputation from cyber 
criminals.

 
 

 
 
 

  Exceptional quality 
companionship  

and care at home 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Local area service  
Personalised approach 

Dementia expertise 
Professionally trained 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Website: www.nplh.uk 

Email: info@nplh.uk  
 

01795 597983 
 
 

 

Adjustable Louver roof  
LED Lights/Heater 

Fixed or open sides 
Creating a garden room  

for all seasons 
  

To place an order please email:  
sales@edengroveoutdoorliving.com 
www.edengroveoutdoorliving.co.uk 

T: 07721 721289 
T: 01795 890170 

UNIQUE PERGOLAS 
FOR MODERN LIVING 

CALL US ON 01795 531623 or 01227 290131 / Mobile 07880 602823

RELIABLE & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE AT REALISTIC PRICES BY CERTIFIED ENGINEERS
WE COME TO YOU!

JKF Computer Services, Est 2000
• PC Repairs, Upgrades & Rebuilds
• Virus Detection and Removal
• PC’s Built To Your Specification
• On- Site or Workshop Repairs
• Hardware & Software Troubleshooting

• Computer Installation & Maintenance
• Spyware Detection & Removal
• Collect and Return Service as needed
• Data Recovery and Backup
• Small Business or Home Networks

Have you seen the new Report Fraud Website?
https://www.reportfraud.police.uk/

https://www.reportfraud.police.uk/


Palm Sunday
A few images from our Palm Sunday Service,

at which we had a Donkey attend.

If you take any photos of your services, feel free to email them to us, 
and we may use them for future newsletters.

A new group for teen ages 11-17, 
with a modern take on worship, 
craft/games, and food, and an 
opportunity to socialise.

Our goal is to work together to 
make the group everything for 
everyone who attentds.

Meeting inside of Lynsted Church 
on Saturday evenings from 4-6PM

For more information you can 
Email: youth@kc-hd.org.uk
Call: Francette on 07929 511596
Or simply come along to our next 
session.

Next Session

18th

April

A new group for teen ages 11-17, 
with a modern take on worship, 
craft/games, and food, and an 
opportunity to socialise. 
Our goal is to work together to make 
the group everything for everyone 
who attends. 
Meeting inside of Lynsted Church on 
Saturday evenings from 4-6pm. 
For more information you can Email: 
youth@kc-hd.org.uk 
Call: Francette on 07929 511596, or 
simply come along to our next session 
on 2nd May.

Fleur the Donkey  
made a special visit to Eastling 
on Palm Sunday, 29th March. 
Fleur was followed into the 

church by the congregation, all 
waving palm branches in 

commemoration of the journey 
which Jesus took into 

Jerusalem 2000 years ago. 
In your bible (or online) you can 
read the Palm Sunday story in 

Luke’s gospel, chapter 19, verses 
28 to 48. 

If you would like help 
understanding the bible, please 

ask your church warden for 
details of a study group near you.

What the Bible really 
means…. 
A father was approached by his 
small son who told him proudly, 
"I know what the Bible means, 
Daddy."  
His father smiled "Okay. What 
does the Bible mean? 
"It’s easy, Daddy." the boy 
replied excitedly, "It stands for 
'Basic Information Before 
Leaving Earth.' 


