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Structure, Governance and Management
Sheviock Parish is within the Church of England Diocese of Truro, the Archdeaconry of Bodmin and Deanery of East Wivelshire.   The parish includes the villages of Crafthole, Portwrinkle and Sheviock and St Mary’s Church is situated in the centre of the small village of Sheviock.  

Following a pastoral re-organisation scheme for East Wivelshire Deanery, the new Benefice of Rame and Rivers Churches was legally established on 2 February 2025, bringing together the parishes of St Germans, Tideford, Hessenford, Downderry, Sheviock, Antony, St John, Millbrook, Maker with Rame and Torpoint.  

Sheviock Parochial Church Council 
The Parochial Church Council (PCC) is a charity which has been exempted from registration with the Charity Commission within the meaning of section 30 of the Charities Act 2011.   Having exceeded the £100,000 income threshold for charities in 2025, it will be required to register with the Chairty Commission in 2026.  Its governing document is the Parochial Church Councils (Powers) Measure 1956.  

PCC members who have served from 1st January 2025 until 31st December 2025 are:

Ex-Officio:
Incumbent:	Reverend Joanna Northey (Chair) to 14 September 2025
Clergy	:            	Reverend Annabel King – House for Duty
			Reverend Jenny Spear – Permission to Officiate
 
Wardens:     		Mrs Jenny Bushrod also PCC Secretary
			Miss Fiona Harvey also Vice Chair and Treasurer

Readers:			

Elected Members:	Mr Rick Colver elected April 2023
                               	Mrs Sioux Colver elected April 2023 -  Safeguarding Officer
                             	Mr Philip Loynes elected April 2023
Mrs Sally Loynes elected May 2025
Mrs Michelle Giddy elected May 2025
Mrs Melissa Purchall elected May 2025 to 30 August 2025
                            	

Deanery Synod Representatives: 
Mrs Jenny Bushrod  
Mrs Sioux Colver 

The role of Electoral Roll Officer is carried out by Mrs Stephanie Tullett

The method of appointing PCC members is set out in the Church Representation Rules.  All Church attendees are encouraged to register on the Electoral Roll and to stand for election to the PCC.

Safeguarding  
The PCC has complied with the duty under section 5 of the Safeguarding and Clergy Discipline Measure 2016, fully recognising its duty to have due regard to the House of Bishops’ guidance on safeguarding children and vulnerable adults. 

Our Parish Safeguarding Officer (PSO) is Mrs Sioux Colver.  Safeguarding is a standard item on all PCC agendas and the PSO has provided an up-to-date safeguarding report to each meeting, including all necessary training requirements.
One safeguarding issue arose during May/June 2025.  A male rough sleeper started to access the Church premises outside of Church Service times to make himself a hot drink and charge his phone.  The PSO advised the Safeguarding Team at the Diocese, who shared confidential information and continued to provide advice regarding this individual to the PSO and churchwardens.  The Lone Working Policy was upgraded to ensure that no-one worked alone in the Church.   Whilst no specific safeguarding concerns were raised because of him directly, his continued presence in the churchyard and across the Parish became matters of concern to the wider community, which required careful communication and management of community relations.  He moved away from the immediate area after a couple of months although he is known to still be in Cornwall.
Reverend Annabel King has organised regular meetings of Parish Safeguarding Officers within the Benefice to share information and ideas of how to make our Churches safer and more welcoming and we also discuss the use of the dashboard and safeguarding hub as tools to aid us with this.  St Mary’s was host to the Benefice’s Safeguarding Sunday Service which was led by Andy Earl (Head of Safeguarding and Diocesan Safeguarding Officer). 

Our Aims and Purposes as a charity - Love God, Serve People and Make Disciples
The East Wivelshire Deanery Plan endorsed by Deanery Synod sets out its vision as follows:
“To present the gospel of Jesus Christ in such a way that brings people to Christ, develops their faith and transforms them into disciples with the confidence to go into the world and reach others for Christ, with some becoming mature and fruitful leaders”

The shared vision for the Rame & Rivers Benefice is:
“To share the gospel of Jesus in an accessible and relevant way”.  To achieve this, we seek to:
1. Be visible in our Christian worship, to be welcoming and encouraging to our parishioners and to grow our church in discipleship
2. Reach people by offering a warm welcome at all gatherings, sharing food, drink and friendship
3. Enable people to feel heard, to see that we will come alongside them and not be phased by the messiness of their lives
4. Be open to all, meeting and reaching the needs of the community in this modern age”

Our Charitable Objectives
Mindful of the Charity Commission’s guidance on public benefit and in particular the specific guidance on charities for the advancement of religion, the PCC is working towards the following charitable objectives.  We acknowledge that as a small rural parish church we have limited resources but hope that, working together across our new Benefice, we can actively contribute to the Visions above.

1. To encourage and welcome our parishioners and visitors to worship at our church
2. To deepen and grow our collective faith through small group work and prayer
3. To encourage the wider community to explore worship through accessible Community Worship Events
4. To serve individuals and families within our parish community through our Pastoral and Open the Book Teams
5. To run a programme of Heritage Gateway social events to help fund the maintenance of the church and churchyard and encourage engagement with our Parish heritage.


Our Activities and Outcomes in 2025
To encourage Worship at our Church
Our aim is to both sustain and grow our church community through inclusive forms of worship.  

We are now using common Orders of Service across the Benefice for both Morning Worship and Holy Communion.  The PCC continues its post covid position on not sharing the common cup to ensure that no-one feels unsafe in participating, but communion is taken at the rail.  We have broadened the range of music and hymns in our worship by increasing the use of CDs as well as the organ and we continue to serve coffee and refreshments after the service – which is open to anyone.

We are blessed with the skills and commitment of our Readers and Worship Leaders across the Benefice, which combined with the availability of Reverends Annabel, Michael and Jenny following Reverend Jo’s departure, has enabled us to maintain services on most Sundays during 2025, for which we are extremely grateful.  A common time and regular service pattern has been essential in managing the ongoing period of transition.
 
Outcome - attendance
There were 35 Parishioners on the Electoral Roll in April 2025, a drop of 7 from the previous year.  Our regular worshipping community as calculated for the Statistics for Mission has decreased slightly from 35 to 32 but average attendance for normal Sunday services remained steady at 24, excluding Festival and Joint Benefice services.  We were pleased to hold our first Easter Holy Communion at Sheviock since 2019, led by Reverend Michael where we had 48 in the congregation.  

Sadly, we held three funerals for local parishioners: Joyce Bridge; Eileen Turner and Peter England, with between 24 and 74 attendees.  There were 5 interments of ashes, including those of Thelma Wells, a much loved and long-standing member of our Church community.  There were no weddings or baptisms held this year.  

Discipleship (growing our faith)
Jenny Spear continues to run our Book Club with a strong focus on the related Bible passages. During Lent, the Club reviewed ‘Living Hope‘, produced by the Church of England, which was also gifted to all members of the Congregation.
In early Summer, the Club reviewed ‘The Lord’s Prayer‘, by Stephen Cottrell and in the Autumn, ‘Coming back to God when you feel empty’, based on the Book of Ruth by Tanya Marlow. In Advent the Club reviewed ‘Let it Slow‘ by Stephen Cottrell, together with  ‘Twelve Joys of Christmas‘ which was also gifted to all the usual Congregation as well as all attending the Cafe Carols event.

We also benefit from open invitation to attend other courses and events being run across the Benefice, such as the monthly Pub Theology and Alpha courses .
Outcome - Attendance & Comments
The average attendance at the Book Club has risen to 10 including 2 visitors as well as members of our congregation.  The comments below reflect the continuing success of the Book Club:
“Very warm safe space for sharing anything. Nothing out of bounds.”
  “It’s good to be able to learn from each other. “

Community Services
Thanks to an incredibly committed Events Team and support from Revd’s Jo, Annabel and Jenny and our Benefice Readers, we were able to offer the following Community (Outreach) Services in 2025:  

	Date
	Time
	Service


	Easter Day
	06:00 am
	Sunrise Service at the Beacon Crafthole
Attendance 24 + 4 children

	8 June

	3:00 pm

	Teddy Bear’s picnic at Sheviock Memorial Hall  - 30 and 9 children

	20 July
	  3:00 pm
	Sea Sunday at Portwrinkle Harbour Beach with tea & cake – attendance 32

	14 September
	5:00 pm
	Harvest Tea at St Mary’s in support of the Foodbank – attendance 15

	5 October
	3:00 pm
	Pet service in St Mary’s Churchyard (inside if wet) – attendance 28 & 1 child

	2 November
	4:00 pm
	All Souls & Remembering Service at St Mary’s – attendance 23

	11 November
	10:45 am
	Armistice Day Service – attendance 21


	24th December
	3:00 pm
	Café Carols @ St Mary’s – attendance 92 & 15 children




Outcomes 
It has been heartening to welcome back several local parishioners who seem to enjoy – and return to – our Community Services.  There are at least 10 people who are not in our regular worshipping community who have attended more than one of our Community Services this year.  We also saw significant increases in attendance at the All Souls and Café Carols services.  

An additional outcome from our Community Services are the collections made for relevant charities:
· Children’s Hospice South West (Teddy Bear’s Picnic) £111
· Mission to Seafarers (Sea Sunday) £235
· Liskeard and Looe Foodbank (Harvest Tea) £149.62
· Guide dogs for the Blind Association (Pet Service) £125
· The Royal British Legion (Armistice Day Service) £62.38
· Children’s Society (Café Carols) £348.20
The full list of charitable donations made within 2025 is within the Annual Financial Report

Ministry – the work of our Pastoral Team
Our team of four pastoral assistants, Judy Scott, Sue Murch, Pat Hodge and Fiona Harvey (co-ordinator) has continued to support the community as needed during 2025.  Regular links were maintained with two elderly members of the community in residential care until their deaths in 2025.  The team continues to give respite support to one member of the congregation.  At the end of 2025, Judy Scott stood down from her role as pastoral assistant and as a church we offer her our heartfelt thanks for her faithful service and all she has contributed over so many years.  The remaining members of the team are up to date with training and safeguarding requirements.
Two members of the team are authorised to administer Holy Communion at home.
Although at present we do not have a pastoral assistant making regular visits to support the children’s learning at Antony School, we maintain strong links with the school, giving each child “real” Easter and Christmas gifts and supplying the school with Advent calendars and Christingle materials
In March 2025, 15 members of the congregation received Open the Book training.  Following this, seven people, Sioux Colver, Rick Colver, Judy Scott, Sue Murch, Pat Hodge, Angie Harvey and Fiona Harvey, decided to register with The Bible Society and to undertake the additional safeguarding requirements needed to become team members.  Since September 2025 the team has made a monthly visit to Antony School to share Bible stories with the children.  These visits are appreciated by the children and enjoyed by the team.  Rev Annabel also visits the school once a month meaning that the children have input from the church once a fortnight.
Heritage Gateway Activities
The church and WC facilities are open every day between 10:00 am and 16:00 pm complete with welcome tray so that visitors can make hot drinks while they take a tour of the church.
We remain indebted to the commitment, generosity and dedication of our Events Team and Heritage Gateway volunteers, who have enabled us to offer our programme of Heritage Gateway social activities listed below.  In recognition of their tremendous support, the Events Team held a Volunteers Evening Cheese & Wine evening in September to thank our existing volunteers and to help recruit some new ones.  We currently have 42 volunteers on our volunteers register – with 50% from beyond our congregation.

Outcomes
In 2025 Heritage Gateway events raised a total of £4,248 for the Heritage Gateway fund – some £1000 less than last year - but against a much-reduced programme of events and closure of the car park for six months as a result of the boundary wall works.  More importantly, most events were very well attended, with average attendance of around 83 people – plus visiting choirs/performers.  

	Date

	Time
	Community Events

	Saturday
18 January
	11:00 – 2:00 pm
	Sausage Sizzler
Midwinter feast of sausages, burgers and hot chocolate

	Saturday
1 March
	12:00 – 2:00 pm
	St Mary’s Pancake Feast
Sweet & savoury pancakes, stalls & raffle

	Saturday 
18 May
	10:00 am – 2:00 pm
	May Market
Light lunches with a market of local food suppliers

	Sundays 
3, 17 & 31 August 
	3:00 – 5:00 pm
	Sunday Afternoon Teas
Sunday teas at St Mary’s with local musicians entertaining

	Saturday
22 November 
	11:00 am – 2:00 pm
	Winter Warmer Lunch & Food Market
Warming Casseroles and pudds with a market of local food suppliers

	Saturday 6 December 
	10:00 am – 4:00 pm
	Crib Festival & Concert
Our first crib festival with an afternoon concert with Reflections Choir 









Boundary Wall Project
After prolonged negotiations between the Diocese of Truro and Cornwall Council, we were extremely relieved to receive £235,000 in funding to undertake the drainage strategy which would finally resolve the collapsed eastern boundary.  The PCC committed a further £23,000 to this total meeting the project budget of £258,000 – which would not have been possible without our years of fundraising through our Heritage Gateway events.  The project – reported more fully in the Annual Fabric Report - was successfully completed in December 2025, some 12 weeks later than anticipated but crucially, within the project budget.  The car park was unavailable throughout, and this inevitably had some impact on our ability to hold events during 2025, so we are very grateful for the community support which continued throughout this major engineering project.

Acknowledgements
In 2025 we were still finding our feet as part of Rame & Rivers Benefice and were very sad to learn that Reverend Jo would be moving on in September.  Relations across the benefice have continued to develop as we learn how best to work together and independently and we are indebted to Reverend Annabel, our part time House for Duty priest who has been unstinting in her support for us during this transition.

We have also benefited from the involvement of our Rural Dean, Reverend Michael who has been a reassuring presence, leading us through this transition period – bringing together the different elements of church life across the Benefice and Deanery and always encouraging us to listen for God’s will for his church on this peninsula.  We know we still have much to fathom out, but with prayer, patience and encouragement of each other, we can make this journey together.

The PCC would like to thank David Watters; Jacquline Darby; Jeff Moon; Margaret Sylvester-Thorne; Matt Frost; Richard Laugharne, Veronica Bright and Vivien Benjamin – the Benefice Readers and Worship Leaders who have ensured that we could maintain services.  Also, our thanks to visiting organists who have supported occasional services and funerals and to the visitors and volunteers who have stepped in to support our faithful bell ringers, John Cameron and Ewart Hodge.  

The PCC would like to acknowledge and thank the members of our Church Operations Group and other community volunteers who cover all aspects of opening, closing, cleaning and maintaining our beautiful church and churchyard, as well as welcoming, serving as intercessors, sacristan and readers for services, ringing the bells, arranging flowers and preparing and serving delicious refreshments.  The PCC would also like to acknowledge and thank Geoff Capps for assisting our Treasurer with the Church Accounts.

We are indebted to Archdeacon Kelly and Simon Cade, Diocesan Secretary for their support in securing the necessary funding with Cornwall Council to resolve this long-standing dilemma with the boundary wall.  Also, the Diocesan Registrar, Jos Moule and his team at VWV, for their legal advice throughout.   It is an extraordinary relief after six years of uncertainty to conclude this year’s report with the successful resolution of this significant liability.


Jenny Bushrod – Churchwarden and Secretary


This Trustees’ Annual Report was approved by the PCC and signed on their behalf by:
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