20260419  22-32 Luke 24.13-35 Risky Conversations
Some of you will remember when magic eye pictures became hugely popular. 
On first look, there would be some colourful pixelated picture, not really that attractive to look at. Then once you stare at it, kinda let your eyeballs go out of focus, then, the big reveal, a hidden 3D image would pop out. Palm trees, or a dinosaur, or parrots flying over a mountain, that sort of thing. 
Some one I know had one of these pictures and when her in-laws came to visit, she showed them the picture and asked them what they could see. 
Her in-laws stood looking at it, then as the mother-in-law gazed at it and after some time, she exclaimed, ‘I can see a beautiful woman and a very miserable man.’
Nope, it’s a dolphin jumping out of a wave. 
Classic- she didn’t see what was there, but what she wanted to see, in the reflection of the glass. And that said something quite poignant about what she saw of their marriage. A beautiful woman and a miserable man.
Cleopas and his companion, are walking 7 miles from Jerusalem to Emmaus, talking and discussing. There is no way to confirm this but many commentaries suggest that the companion is none other than Cleopas’ wife, so let’s go with that, it would be quite likely and we can imagine this married couple discussing as they hurry along in close proximity. Remember, timewise, the crucifixion has only just happened, and they are heading back home, full of disappointment, fear, this whole was horribly traumatic. Political conversations are risky even in contemporary times, but in the ancient world, such conversations could get you crucified[footnoteRef:1], so they are fleeing from Jerusalem as fast as possible, before getting associated with this failed uprising.  [1:  https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/third-sunday-of-easter/commentary-on-luke-2413-35-11#:~:text=Luke's%20story%20reminds%20us%20that,words%20shared%20and%20bread%20broken.] 

And then a stranger comes near and walks with them and with astounding naivety asks ‘what are you discussing with each other while you walk along?’[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Luke 24.17] 

You kidding me? Are you like the only person who doesn’t know what just happened? The city was hustle bustle because of the Passover, the entry into Jerusalem, this uprising and then the awful, disastrous end, not only horrible but we had hoped. We had hoped!
Like who is this guy? You been under a rock all this time or what? Obviously, my own words, not the gospel writer’s but you can just imagine what they are thinking. Where have you been? 
What had just happened would have gone viral, this is a TikTok sensation, it was the talk of Jerusalem. 
We had hoped. Do these words resonate with you? They do with me. 
Theologian Margaret Aymer writes, ‘Luke’s story reminds us that our relationship with the resurrected Christ is a relationship of long walks, risky conversations, reframed traumas, and quiet dinners—an intimate relationship between Christ and the church, of words shared and bread broken.’[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://www.workingpreacher.org/podcasts/1080-third-sunday-of-easter-april-19-2026] 

Long walks, risky conversations, reframed traumas and quiet dinners. 
I think I’m okay for a long walk and a quiet dinner, not so much the risk and trauma. 
Mr and Mrs Cleopas do not recognise him.
“Their eyes were kept from recognising him.”[footnoteRef:4]
They know the facts. They can tell the story. They have even heard the reports of the empty tomb.
But they cannot see.
And perhaps the question for us is not why they couldn’t see—but why we so often can’t see.
Because we too are shaped by our expectations.[footnoteRef:5] [4:  Luke 24.16]  [5:  https://www.heartedge.org/category/reflections/] 

Jesus asks them questions, for this threesome walking along, remember this is risky talk.  He doesn’t deny the events that happened. Instead, he reframes them. He places them in the context of ancient prophecy and of other scriptures of the people, including the Law. In reframing the story, Jesus casts the crucifixion as only a part of a larger divine narrative. It’s not an attempt to deny all the pain, the violence, or the anguish of the past three days, but to put them in perspective.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/third-sunday-of-easter/commentary-on-luke-2413-35-11#:~:text=Luke's%20story%20reminds%20us%20that,words%20shared%20and%20bread%20broken.] 

None of us want to live through trauma. And often, we don’t want to look back to delve into trauma we’ve lived through. But denying the truth of a trauma can be immensely damaging. Jesus doesn’t deny it. Jesus invites their questions about why, why did this happen? That sound familiar for you too.  Jesus honours us as we wrestle, he doesn’t shy away from it, he knows our faith seeks understanding.
As Jesus unpacks, reframes and puts together the scriptures, it’s like when your have to let your eyes go funny when looking at a magic eye picture, you can start to perceive something is shifting. 
Even though they’d heard the reports of the resurrection, that wasn’t enough. Resurrection belief doesn’t happen in a minute, it didn’t for them. They’d heard about it from their friends only earlier that day and they didn’t believe it. I find that very comforting because truth is, resurrection does not solve everything or keep us immune from pain and disappointment, or illness, suffering, injustice, it doesn’t take away our experiences of loss and grief. Sometimes what he hoped for does not come to fruition. 
Mr and Mrs Cleopas, on a long walk, they had hoped, they were disheartened. Generally, when I’m in this state, I go to a trusted friend yet here it is a stranger, an outsider. The Greek word used here is paroikos, a migrant, a resident foreigner, someone who comes from another place. 
How might this story have ended if Cleopas and his companion had refused the company of one whom they identified as “other”?  A migrant, a resident foreigner, someone who comes from another place. That’s deeply uncomfortable because we all have people we consider to be ‘other’.
Faith seeking understanding takes long walks and conversations. Yet faith developing, in what I think is a very tender conversation with Jesus and Mr and Mrs Cleopas, and through it, they later recall how their hearts were burning within us, they say. [footnoteRef:7] Their bodies are involved, not just their heads. [7:  Luke 24.32] 

Only afterwards do they realise that something had already been happening.
Their hearts had begun to awaken before their eyes were opened.

For us, the people we pray for, communities, workplaces, the government, nations. It is so easy to get disheartened and wrestle with Jesus. Though this text encourages us to do so.
And that is deeply hopeful, this before work.
Because it means that God is at work in us before we recognise it. Before we understand it. Before we can name it. God is at work in other people, before they recognise it. So, when we cry out, how long O Lord, exactly who are we walking alongside having a risky conversation with. 
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