St. Mary’s Church, Leigh
                                     Reports of Church Organisations 2026

1. Leigh Church and Community News 
The magazine has had a good year. We played a strong role in promoting and advertising many of the various projects and events. Our village hall renovation project is underway, the Legion has become the “Community Club”, the scout group is starting to thrive again, Scribbles Preschool now has a beautiful garden, and plans are in motion for a new forest school area for the primary school. We’ve lit the beacon twice, welcomed back Superstars, enjoyed a brand-new dog show, and celebrated a fresh makeover for the village shop. We also bid a heartfelt farewell to David Bennie after 24 years of dedicated service to St Mary’s Church. And, of course, we marked a historic milestone — the 325th anniversary of Leigh Cricket Club, proudly the eighth oldest in the country.
Participation is growing too, with lots of entries received for both the children’s cover competition and the annual photographic competition. We have also introduced wordsearches and included more photographs. The price has now increased to £1 an issue (£10 for the year).
We will continue to showcase the various clubs, activities, and events that our village has to offer, as well as providing a clear guide to all church services and news. Many thanks must be given to the army of distributors — led by John Lording — and to Gill in the office for all the work she has done collating the revenue from adverts. 
I firmly believe that the magazine is an asset to the village and something we should all take pride in as a church community. I hope you agree. Enjoy the read.
Mark Attwood
Magazine Editor

2. Churchwarden’s Report:
2.1 St James Guild
We currently have 15 members who continue to keep the Church in good shape with weekly cleaning on a rota system with each team cleaning approximately every two months.  

We managed to complete a high and low spring clean last year and this, together with the St. James’s Guild groups maintain the Church in such good condition.  Any problems can be identified quickly and dealt with.
Visitors are always complement us on the condition of the Church and the regular cleaning means we are always ready for special events that take place.

Our special thanks to Barbara Baldock who cleans the brass on a regular basis.
We are grateful to these volunteers who keep St. Mary’s in such a lovely condition but would welcome others to join us.

We have also managed to find someone to come on a monthly basis to clean the Genner Rooms, kitchen and the downstairs areas.  Users of the Genner Rooms are generally good at keeping the area clean and fit for the next user but we felt that a monthly clean would help to maintain the space and keep the cobwebs at bay!

2.2 Churchyard Working Parties
Nicky and Bruce Williams have organised  regular working parties for some years but now wish to retire. We are so grateful to them for this vital work. Obviously we are seeking a willing volunteer to take on this organisational role 
Working parties meet monthly from March through to October and anyone is welcome to join the group.  They maintain the main Churchyard and the less seen areas with trimming and tidying up.  If you have any spare time, you would be most welcome the group meets on a Saturday morning - from 9.30 to 12.30 with coffee and biscuits to keep you going.

2.3  Memorial Wall
Jane and Chris Cooley continue to maintain the path area in front of the Memorial Wall where they sweep and weed the path to keep it uncluttered and remove dead or dying  plant material.  
They also trim the yew trees in this area and prune the roses as needed.
Thank you both for your time and care.  It is lovely when families come to visit the wall that we offer a tidy area in front of the Wall.

2.4  Coffee Stop:
This weekly event is still popular with walkers, the badminton group and anyone who might call in for a coffee and a chat.  We have had new residents to Leigh who come and make friends.  It is well attended and we have volunteers to run this event, often bringing cakes!

Gill organises the rota for this and a warm welcome is given to all-comers on a Wednesday morning all year round. Numbers vary from 10 to 20 and there is a welcome for all in the Genner Rooms from 10 to 11.30 each week.

Our grateful thanks to everyone for keeping St. Mary’s looking so lovely and cared for.
  
Linda Boyd
Churchwarden
3. Pastoral and Community Outreach 
The pastoral team (Julie Porter, Gill Bennie, Jill Kaye Helen Scott and Bel Swallow) have continued to meet on a regular basis over the last year. 
We have our own what’s App group so that we can respond to pastoral needs as and when they arise. 
Sally Musson kindly provides a monthly home communion for a small group of older residents which is greatly appreciated. Sally has also taken our all souls service in November. 
 Coffee stop on a Wednesday morning continues to be a part of our community outreach and is very well attended.  Thank you to the team of volunteers that make and serve the teas and coffees. 
Thanks too to Rachel Glenney and Nicky Williams who run the film club from the Genner rooms. 
Leigh Ladies choir have continued to support our Christmas services.  They are very much appreciated. 
I’d like to thank all of our volunteers who work so hard for the benefit of our church. Your  contribution to the smooth running makes a huge difference. 
We have provided small posies of flowers for mothering Sunday, chocolate eggs for Easter Sunday and mulled wine after our Christmas service. 
Julie Porter
Pastoral Assistant 

4. Bell Ringer’s Report 
The band of ringers at St Mary’s continue to be grateful to the PCC, the congregation, and residents of the wider community of Leigh for your support as we ring the bells to declare the presence of the church, to celebrate weddings in that church and remember the fallen of wars and conflict.
We rang St Mary’s bells on most Sundays, for Easter, Christmas and Remembrance Sunday. In the past year we also rang to commemorate the 80th anniversary of D-Day and to celebrate two weddings.
We have continued to join forces with ringers from nearby towers, rotating weekly practices between Chiddingstone, Edenbridge, Leigh, Penshurst and Withyham. Practices have usually been atLeigh on the 3rd Wednesday each month, with up to thirteen attending on each occasion. These merged practices give our ringers an opportunity to develop their skills while also supporting other bands and their learners across the district. While some are only just able to handle a bell without assistance, others have reached the dizzying heights of Cambridge, Beverley and Norwich Surprise Minor. While Penshurst bells are out of action for rehanging we plan to also hold practices at Leigh on the 1 st Wednesday of each month. 
In addition to the rotating practices, our ringers have helped teach ringers from Seal Chart, Cowden, Hever and Speldhurst. We also hosted an advanced surprise minor practice for 15 ringers from 9 towers across the Tonbridge district.
A visiting band rang a quarter-peal of Kent Treble Bob Minor for St George’s Day, but we failed with another attempt in August. Another visiting band rang a peal of 7 spliced surprise minor methods in January of this year. This involved 2 hours and 38 minutes of non-stop ringing – quite a feat of memory and stamina!
During the last twelve months we have continued to maintain the bells and their fittings. We have also wound and tended to the slightly temperamental clock. We owe a big thank you to the Churchwardens and PCC for your support throughout the year. Gillett &amp; Johnston continue to maintain the clock and effected repairs when it refused to restart in December!
However, on occasion, holidays, shift patterns and other commitments have meant that our small band have not had sufficient manpower to ring every Sunday. Hence, we are keen to recruit and teach more local ringers. Ringing is a fascinating and traditional activity which depends on co-ordination and timing, rather than strength or musical prowess. Ringers are a very welcoming group of people who span all social classes, ages and occupations in thousands of towers across the British Isles and even further afield. If anyone in the parish aged between 12 and 102 would like to know more about the bells, the art of bellringing, or even learning to ring then please contact Dave James (01732 833938) or any of the other ringers. We would be delighted to show you what goes on up in the tower and perhaps teach you the intricacies of the art of Campanology.
Dave and  Fran James 
Bell Ringers
5. McClintocks’ House Group 
This multigenerational group is really growing together:
We start with a catch-up and news. We may discuss how did anything last time influence what we did later. We study the Bible, sometimes according to a published pattern and, at other times, what seems right at the moment. We move on from discussion – and our different understandings of particular passages - to our own prayer requests, made at one time or another by each of us, coupled often with thanks for answers.
We do, too, enjoy one another’s company and are often in touch with each other in between group meetings.
We would give a warm welcome to anyone who would like to join us
Andrew and Madeleine McClintock
6. Children’s Church
Team:- Cherry O’Neill, Julie Porter, Andrew McClinock and Madeleine McClintock
Retired team member:- Jenny Etherton who was trying to do two things at once, amazing lady!
Children’s church happens during the worship service (when there’s no Forest Church) in the Genner Rooms with the aim of teaching the children about the Bible in a fun way. We’ve received input from Laura from The Diocese and Lisa from Scripture Union
Madeleine was overjoyed when Cherry agreed to take it in turns to lead the sessions and Cherry says she’s really enjoyed what she does! It’s also great to have Quella and baby Emily as well as Julie.
This term we’ve been using a resource recommended by Laura: Foundation Stones: Parables Jesus told from Luke 15. The girls (numbering 4 to 6 each time) have been really attentive and enjoyed the activities – e.g watching videos, playing games, drawing sheep pictures and adding cotton wool or hunting for lost coins.
Madeleine McClintock and Cherry O’Neill
7. Forest Family Church 
Forest Family Church meets every 1st and 3rd Sunday at Leigh Primary School Hall at 10am. Plus, every 5th Sunday in the church for Family Holy Communion, as part of St. Mary’s Children and Young People's Ministry in Leigh.

Between 20 and 40 parents and children join us for a joyful Sunday morning where we worship together, grow in faith, and share in a welcoming community. Whether someone is a long‑time believer or simply exploring spirituality, everyone is invited to experience the warmth and encouragement of our church family.

Those attending can look forward to heartfelt worship including songs, engaging biblical discussions, creative activities, and a friendly atmosphere. Our dedicated team works hard to make each gathering meaningful and accessible for all.

We are especially grateful to the parents and children who volunteer each session—organising crafts, quizzes, games, and helping create the vibrant, supportive environment that makes Forest Family Church so special. Their generosity and enthusiasm strengthen our community in countless ways. 

We also extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who has been participating in our worship services. Your presence, energy, and willingness to take part with bible readings and prayers, enrich our gatherings and help shape the spirit of worship we share.

Our “Forest Family Church” sessions continue to be a highlight for many families, and we are thrilled to see more new families joining us as our ministry grows.

Bel Swallow
Family Forest Church Co-ordinator

8. TotZone 
TotZone has enjoyed a positive and lively year. New friendships have grown among both children and adults, and we typically welcome between 7 and 10 families each week. It has been especially lovely to see several new babies joining us recently. We’re delighted to offer new mums a place of friendship, support, and—very often—a much‑needed cup of tea, sometimes the first one they’ve managed all day.
As the weather improves, we tend to see even more families coming along. During the warmer months we’ve made the most of the outdoor space with ride‑on toys, sand and water play, and treasure hunts, which are always a highlight for the children. When the weather turns colder, we enjoy the comfort of the Genner Rooms, where we offer crafts, painting, playdough, dressing up, and role play.
Each session includes a musical time with instruments, singing, and rhyming songs. As we come to the end of the morning, one of the adults reads a story to the group. I’ve particularly enjoyed sharing Bible stories that follow the church calendar, and taking the children into church to explore displays or look at something that has caught their interest.
I want to say a heartfelt thank‑you to everyone who has supported me this year:
· Rosemary Hawkins, for faithfully preparing refreshments each week
· Helen Scott, Natasha Govan, Nicky Williams and Cathy Brill for stepping in so kindly when I’ve been away
We look forward to welcoming more newcomers in the months ahead. Some of our children have now moved on to Scribbles, our local playgroup for children aged two and above. We continue to advertise TotZone in the monthly magazine and on local noticeboards, and we would be very glad to hear from anyone who might like to come along and help us provide a fun, friendly morning for families.
Bel Swallow
9. Charlton Link- St Mary’s Leigh and St Thomas’, St Luke’s and St Richard’s Charlton Partnership
Our link with St. Thomas’ Church, Charlton is now in its thirty third year. It is a link we continue to cherish and all involved, from both congregations, truly appreciate the time we spend together, catching up with old friends and making new ones.
As a congregation, we meet twice each year, once, in the summer, when our friends at St Thomas’ visit Leigh for tea and an evening service. Later in the year, a group from St Mary’s joins St.Thomas’ for their Advent Service. 
In the summer of 2025 we hosted a group of about 20 from St Thomas’ for tea on the Green. The weather was kind to us and Leigh Primary School were good enough to let us use Jessica’s Hall kitchen facilities so that we could keep the cups of tea flowing. Many thanks to all those at St Mary’s who provided cake and sandwiches. 
It was lovely that David Bennie and the Reverend Liz Newman were able to lead the evening service together as David had forged strong links with Charlton during his time as our Youth and Families Minister. David’s retirement service took place just a few weeks after the Charlton visit.
Reverend Liz is also coming up for retirement in 2026. She plans to remain living in the Charlton area and we hope that she will join us for our annual tea party in the summer.     
In December 2025 members of St Mary’s congregation travelled to Charlton for their Advent service. It was, as ever, a beautiful and thought provoking service and we were treated to a delicious buffet supper afterwards.     
We always enjoy being with our friends at St Thomas’ and look forward to continuing our valued partnership in coming years. 
Helen Hobhouse
10. Deanery Synod
The Deanery Synod is a group that helps local churches work together. It sits in the middle of the Church of England’s structure—bigger than a single parish, but smaller than the whole Diocese.
Each parish sends a few elected people to be part of it, and all the clergy in the area are members too. Lay members serve for three years. The Synod meets three times a year in different churches around the area. A small committee plans the meetings and helps keep things running smoothly.
What happens at the meetings:
• speakers come to share ideas, projects, or updates
• members hear what’s happening in the wider Diocese and the national Church
• churches share good ideas and new things they’re trying
• the Deanery looks at its shared goals and plans
• financial matters are discussed, including how parishes contribute to shared costs
Julie Porter
Deanery Synod Representative
11. The St Mary’s ‘pop-up choir’
The St Mary’s ‘pop-up choir’ led by Alex Haynes and Chris Scott, welcomes all comers in the choir stalls on the first Sunday of each month. In total up to 18 members have sung on 13 occasions over the last 12 months including the 12 regular monthly communion service and one funeral for a long standing member of the congregation. An average of 12 members sing at each of these services. There is a genuine sense of fun and team work between the choir members and our lovely organist Liz Maslin with whom we have a great working relationship.
Chris Scott and Alex Heynes
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