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From our Associate Priest
Dear Friends,

Spring is here! | love this fime of year: the new brightness of the sunshine, the
warming air alongside the new life in both our gardens and the fields
perfectly matches the hope of this Easter time as we continue to celebrate!

It seems to me that Easter is the opposite of the Christmas season...
Christmas is increasingly all about the build-up, and then, for many is all
finished and packed up by New Year! But when it comes to Easter, although
we start with our preparations during Lent, building to the emotional roller
coaster of Palm Sunday through the increasingly tragic events of Holy Week,
our celebrations actually only start on Easter Sunday! And then the
celebrations continue for fifty days, the fifty days from Easter to Pentecost.

But Easter Sunday, Resurrection Day, was really only the very beginning of
the new life for those early believers; for fifty days the disciples remained
frightened and behind closed doors, always amazed when Jesus came
amongst them, but still lacking the courage to open the doors, go out and
tell others. However, forty days after Easter Jesus was taken from them into
his Father’s presence — the Ascension — and still frightened they hid, until
finally ten days later, the arrival of the transforming Holy Spirit at Pentecost.

Pentecost may bring the Easter season to a close, yet it was really only the
beginning of the rest of the lives of those first believers. At Pentecost the Holy
Spirit arrived in a new way, bringing power, courage and confidence. The
newly empowered followers of The Way moved from the comfort of the
upper room onto the streets to tell people about Jesus, about forgiveness,
about the new life and about God'’s love.

Pentecost may bring the Easter season to a close, yet it is really just the
beginning of the rest of our lives too — emboldened by the power of the Holy
Spirit we too can move out, move out of our comfort zone to live the New
Life and maybe, with new courage and confidence, tell others about the
amazingly Good News of Jesus...

Traditionally the ten days from Ascension to Pentecost have been a special
time to pray for friends and family to come to know that Jesus’ resurrection is
true and that, because of this, forgiveness and new life are possible. Maybe
we could choose five friends to pray for each of these ten days - to pray
that they too might know Jesus’ new life and the power of the Holy Spirit!

Halleluiah! Christ is Risen!
He is risen indeed! Halleluiah!

God bless,
Jane



A Special Occasion!

{ A reminder that our Associate Priest, Jane, will be made an
Honorary Canon of Winchester Cathedral during Choral

Evensong on Sunday 10t May.

The service will be in the choir of the Cathedral, and
.~ begins at 3.30pm.

%

| Everyone is warmly invited to attend to support Jane and to
celebrate with her.

Mental Health Awareness Week

11-17 May 2026 MENTAL
This year's Mental Health Awareness Week I\I\EV?-\%{TEPI{I ESS

takes place 11 -17 May. This year's theme
is 'Action’, because, while awareness is
vital, real change comes when we take
action too.

At all levels, the Church can be ‘a voice for the voiceless’, helping to reduce
the stigma often associated with peoples' mental health.

Dealing with loneliness and isolation: five top tips from the National
Church website .....

FOUNDATION W E E K

Find simple ways to deal with loneliness and isolation.

1. Pray. Light a candle, if safe, and pray for hope, faith and strength
to keep loving and caring for each other during this time of struggle.

2. Talk about how you feel. This may be difficult if you are self-isolating,
but do use the telephone, internet, and social media. If you need to contact a
counsellor this can be arranged by your GP, or via local agencies, or privately.
The Samaritans are there 24 hours a day, every day, and it’s free to call them
on 116 123.

3. Focus on the things that you can change, not on the things you
can't.

4. Look after yourself - physically, emotionally, spiritually. Plan in
things that you enjoy at regular intervals during the day — a TV programme, a
phone call, a book, a favourite dish, a game.

5. Look after others. Even if only in small ways, but do what you can:

a smile, a kind word, writing a letter or an email.
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Inaugural Farley Chamberlayne Green Lane
Challenge Cup

On Saturday 16th May (whatever the

weather), there will be the inaugural Farley

Chamberlayne Green Lane Challenge. This will

be an all-comer litter pick-up from the lanes and

paths in the area followed by a (self-supplied)

picnic in the churchyard (or church if raining).

The repurposed FC flower show cup * will be [:]
presented to the person with the heaviest
bin-bag filled with collected litter from the paths
and lanes.

Programme:

From 10:30am arrive at St John's Church, Farley Chamberlayne.

Drop off your picnic in the church.

Collect a bin bag, and set off. You could drive to a layby a mile or two
away and walk back along the lane (someone will run you back to get your
car later) to the church, or you could walk a circular route.

12:30 Gather in the church for the "weigh-in" of your bin bag.

12:45 Trophy presentation.

12:45: All enjoy picnic and conviviality. Bring your own cold drinks. Coffee
and tea will be provided.

All participants to kindly take their collected litter home to put in their
dustbin.

If you have mobility issues or are busy doing something more important in
the morning, and are unable to pick up litter, never mind - come to the
picnic anyway!

It would be helpful for planning purposes to have a rough idea of
numbers. Please email Melanie Legge if you would like to join in with this
community event. Mel.a.legge@gmail.com

* A note about the Miranda Neame Challenge Cup: It was last
presented in 1963 to Edwin (Sonner) White at the final Farley Flower Show.,
This took place each August at the Old School House (formerly Farley
School, subsequently used as a village hall until the estate was sold). The
cup was returned to Farley last year by the late Mrs Ruby White.

5




Coffee, Croissants

and Chat =
i‘iﬁ‘?ﬂ»

with Speaker e

Come to learn about the difference this amazing charity makes possible

at St Andrew’s
Church, Timsbury

Pop the date in your diary. Every second Tuesday of the month to
come along to meet friends and neighbours, enjoy refreshments
and be entertained!

These events, though organised by members of
St Andrew’s Church for the community,
are not religious in nature

There is no charge, but donations appreciated towards the running
and maintenance of our lovely village Church.
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The Michelmersh Monthly Draw

Congratulations to the winners of the Michelmersh Monthly Draw
April 2026 winners

1st prize £71.40 Jo Hughes
2"d prize £35.70 Sarah Medley
3 prize £20.40 Hannah Hunt

As a reminder....

The draw was set up in October 2015 as a way of contributing to the running
costs of St Mary's Church, Michelmersh. It is also a bit of fun as 50% of the
income is included in a monthly draw with 3 prizes. 1st prize wins 56%, 2nd
prize wins 28% and 3rd prize wins 16%. Winners are announced on or before
the 15th of the month and aavised by email and bank transfer or letter and
accompanying cheque.

If you haven't joined yet please use the link to the application form below
https://forms.gle/rm5bUL3Kxg1BIKsD7
or contact either of us for a hard copy.

Franny Hornblow: franny@prmotors.biz, 07881821513
Hannah Hunt: hannah.hunt@outlook.com, 07914338560

Merchandise

To celebrate All Saints Awbridge Church
Anniversary, we have for sale Mugs and
Tea Towels with the 150 Years logo on them.

These make a lovely memento of the occasion
and make great gifts!

These are on sale now at the Church and will be available to buy
at the Awbridge Village Fete on the 9t May 2026.

Any enquiries please contact
Katie Walton katie@uniqit.co.uk 07876 214147

7




PEﬂﬂY (Gates - ﬂle RehearSaH

N In conversation with Bishop Rhiannon o \
er life story so far - plus 8 music tracks, a
) Her life story so far - pl k
% —— carefully selected photos, and a confession or two...
| \\\\\\ l/// <~ Saturday2nd May 2026
= || = All Saints Church, Awbridge
Y Y -'
N
b "

' e
v Refreshments available
r/é:_k £ 1 / ; e e A
1 | g Donations welcome
L

Two special events at All Saints Awbridge
on the early May Bank Holiday Weekend

Contemporary Worship

Il Saints Church Awbridge

Sunday 3 May 6.30 pm




Sing Along

All welcome to join us on the 3rd Monday* of
each month during 2026 at All Saints Church
Room, Braishfield.SO51 0QH. Starting at
2.30pm until 4.00pm we will be singing some of
your favourite songs and providing song sheets
should you wish to sing along with us.

We would welcome anyone including those
with disabilities, carers, friends. We will serve
Coffee, Tea and Biscuits at the end and our

wish is that you enjoy the time together.
*Except July and August.

Hosted by Braishfield
Ukulele Musical Society.

This is a free event. ]
If you would like more information or perhaps book us for an event contact: The Sea of Galllee, also

jhldalton@hotmail.co.uk known as Lake Kinneret

e s A

WHO IS IN YOUR BOAT WITH YOU?

A few years ago | was fortunate enough to visit the Holy Land which had a
lasting impression on me: when | returned, it was as though my Bible was in
colour.

During my trip we stayed for a few nights by the Sea of Galilee. It's also
known as Lake Kinneret. Walking close to the edge by the water there was
an awesome feeling that Jesus had walked, taught and healed people in this
vicinity. It is very peaceful there, the sun light catching the little peaks on the
waves as the water ebbs and flows gently. The trees were fluttering their
leaves in the breeze and in the distance, you could see that the lake is
surrounded by mountains. The mountains are known as the Galilee
Mountains to the west and the Golan Heights to the east.

As | watched the sky turn slate grey and felt the chill in the air, | was

reminded of the moment when the disgciples left Jesus by boat after he fed



the five thousand. Jesus must have been exhausted after healing the sick
and teaching such a large crowd, yet instead of seeking a quiet place to rest,
his priority was to ascend the mountain and pray to his Father alone. His
actions inspire us to reflect on whether we too turn first to prayer.

Previously, when Jesus heard that his cousin John the Baptist had been
beheaded, he withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by himself (Matthew 14
v.13 NRSV - New Revised Standard Version). This is such a human reaction,
needing time to digest the news and to pray. | wonder if we have a similar
reaction when we receive sad news? What would our emotional response
be? | think we might need time on our own, and it wouldn’t matter if our
prayers were just tears.

Prayers seem to come at all different times and places, but Jesus reminds us
also that solitary prayer is important. ‘When you go to pray, go into your room
and close the door and pray to our Father who is unseen. Then your Father
who sees what is done is secret, will reward you.” (Matthew 6 v.6 NIV - New
International Version)

Whilst Jesus was praying on the mountain after feeding the crowd, he
became aware that a storm was brewing. It was about 4am in the morning
and he noticed that the disciples’ boat was way out in the middle of the sea.
The wind was blowing a hooley and the sky and the sea were black as ink,
the crashing waves making it impossible as they were beating up wind, which
was against the boat. The waves were nearly engulfing them; they were so
frightened. Then they were trying to look across the water: with the spray
drenching their faces they thought they had seen a ghost walking towards
them on the water; your mind can play tricks on you when you are exhausted
and have not slept. They had been separated from Jesus physically and
perhaps mentally, they were filled with dread and fear.

Would we be ‘praying our socks off’ at this point? When we are in the midst
of fear do we forget to say, ‘Please help me Jesus’?

Then Jesus was walking towards them and spoke: ‘Take heart, it is |, do not
be afraid,” (in Exodus 3 v.4 the Divine Name ‘| am who | am’ which God said
fo Moses). What a wonderful reassurance from Jesus!

Peter answered him, ‘Lord if this is you, command me to come to you on the
water,” and in the raging storm Jesus said ‘Come’.

This simple word ‘Come’ is an invitation for us all in our lives.

Peter tended to act first without thinking, perhaps without praying. He steps
out of the boat letting his hand let go of the gunnel; we can imagine his body
being battered as he starts to climb out being tossed around with the cold
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spray on his face. Perhaps he feels a little elated that he is out of the boat,
but when he notices what's going on around him, the harsh wind and the
spray of the sea on him, he becomes frightened and begins to sink.

Have we ever stepped out into a difficult situation, not thinking straight, not
prepared, not prayed, that sinking feeling? Perhaps we should stop and
reflect. Jesus has asked us to come to Him. He wants to help us; he is loving
and compassionate. He says ‘Come.’

Peter cried out ‘Lord save me.’ Jesus reached out his hand and took hold of
him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?’ What counts is not courage or
strength here but Jesus’ saving presence.

Once Jesus and Peter were back in the boat the wind ceased. This picture of
Jesus getting back into the boat has an imagery that he will be with us in our
Boat, in our storms of life, if we reach out to Him in prayer. We only need cry
out ‘Jesus save me’, when the waves of fear are slamming against us. Once
he steps into our situation the anxiety ebbs and he ‘Comes.’

In this passage and many times in the New Testament, Jesus’ relationship
and love of his Father was unequivocal and led him on many occasions to

pray.

Do we pray, talk to Jesus? Most of us have loving relationships with family
members and close friends and enjoy spending time with them. We share our
joys and sorrow, we speak to them often and share things that may be
difficult or that we are struggling with. When you love someone, you want to
be close to them and Jesus simply wants us to have a relationship with Him.
As he says in this passage ‘Come’ and the amazing thing is He then offers us
his hand. He wants to save us, help and guide us. ‘Come.’

When we see or hear a wonderful moment in nature, a deer in the distance
like a statue, beautiful flowers with bees buzzing busily taking nectar, a
newborn baby, or we hear beautiful music which emotionally resonates with
us, something stirs in us. Our eyes are opened, and we have an
overwhelming sense of gratitude. Savour these experiences and thank God.

Prayer can be as simple as saying ‘Save me Jesus’ or ‘Thank you Jesus.’ He
has an overwhelming love for us and wants us to ‘Come’ to Him.

So, who will be in your boat with you?

Many thanks to Maggie Hatfield from Timsbury for sharing this reflection on
Matthew 14 v.22-33. Maggie is studying for a ‘Bishop’s Permission to Preach’
certificate. As a lay person she is already licensed to lead services in our
benefice as she holds a BCM - Bishop’s Commission for Mission - Worship.
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Support Christian Aid Week 2026
Seven days to make a difference

Where hardship means hunger... urban farmers can
10-16 MAY grow hope.

Christian Aid write: In the crowded and bustling

settlements of Nairobi, most parents wake every single day

knowing that they must go and earn money, otherwise their
children won't eat that evening. It's a precarious and frightening daily
struggle that no family should have to face.

Fridah Moraa, a recently widowed grandmother, lives in Dagoretti with her
13 year old twin sons, her daughter, and 4 year old grandson. She tells us:

‘When I wake up, I have a lot of
worries. Sometimes I don't have food.’
Wlth school costs, rent and water to cover,
prowdlng food for every meal is a problem
| that never goes away. ‘I can’t give up - my
children need to go to school. They
need to eat.” Malnutrition is the
heartbreaking consequence of failing food
supply chains in Kenya, where more than a
third of the population is undernourished (Global Hunger Index).

With our trusted partner, Beacon of Hope, we're offering aspiring urban
farmers, like Fridah, the teraining, tools and seeds to grow nutritious
produce in space-efficient urban plots. Your donation could fund vital work
like this, so that hardworking parents like Fridah can grow lifesaving food,
establish a reliable income, and leave poverty behind on their own terms.

Despite the challenges Fridah faces, she maintains her unwavering faith:
‘It’s hard, but in God I trust - for the strength to keep going every
day.’

With Christian Aid funded support, Fridah’s now farming vegetables in the
heart of the city. Fridah rightly takes pride in all she’s achieving: ‘When I
harvest what I've planted, it makes me happy. Urban farming has
changed my life.’

Find out more at www.christianaid.org.uk .
There will be a United Service for Christian Aid Week at All Saints’

Braishfield on Sunday 10t May at 9.30am. Gift envelopes will be
distributed to all homes in Braishfield and Farley Chamberlayne.
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Over Easter weekend Chris and
Sabine Kirby from King’s
Somborne, pictured either side of
Bishop Nason of South Rwenzori,
attended several events in the
diocese. In this photo they are in |
the small village of Mughete where p=Si8
80 ladies who had qualified in :
dressmaking and hairdressing
received graduation certificates.
Chris and Sabine also worshipped
in the Cathedral on Easter Day and »
visited the new water supply at
Kisika. Hear more about their visit
at the Garden Party!
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Overview of events in the Benefice in May

General
Messy Church Friday 29t May 3.30 - 5.30pm Braishfield Church Room

Pearly Gates - The Rehearsal - Bishop Rhiannon 7pm Saturday 2" May (p 8)
Jane Thompson being made an Honorary Canon of Winchester Cathedral

Sunday 10t May 3.30pm (p 4)

Awbridge

Coffee Hub Every Tuesday 9.15-11.30 am Church Rooms. All welcome
Prayer Meeting Tuesdays 5t & 19th May 9.00am in Church

Awbridge Housegroup Tuesdays 12t & 26t May 7 for 7.30pm Chanwel House

Craft & Chat Group Fridays 8" & 22" May 10.30am -12.30pm
Committee Room, Awbridge Village Hall - contact Sue Franklin 01794 322185

Awbridge Lunch Club Wednesdays 13t & 27t May 12 noon, Church Rooms
The Ark All Saints Church Baby and Toddler group, every Friday in term times

9.15-11am, Awbridge Village Hall (ie Every Friday except 29t May)

Braishfield
Singalong for All Monday 18t April 2.30pm Braishfield Church Room (see p.9)
Village Voices Monday 25t May 2-4pm, Church Room

Farley Chamberlayne
Coffee and Chat Thursday 14t May from 10.30am in the church
Inaugural Green Lane Challenge Cup Saturday 16t May (p 5)

Pre Walk BBQ Sunday 315t May
Farley Walk - Emsworth - Linkenholt, mainly on ‘The Wayfarer’s Way’

Monday 1st - Sunday 7% June

Michelmersh

Timsbury
Coffee, Croissant and Chat with speaker Tuesday 12th May 10.30am (p.6)

Celtic Prayer Tuesday 26" May 11.00am in the church
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Bible readings for MAY

SUNDAY 3rd MAY - 5th SUNDAY OF EASTER
For Old Testament Acts 7.55-end
For Epistle Acts 7.55-end
[Epistle 1 Peter 2.2-10]
Gospel John 14.1-14
Psalm 31.1-5

SUNDAY 10th MAY - 6th SUNDAY OF EASTER - ROGATION SUNDAY
For Old Testament Acts 17.22-31
For Epistle Acts 17.22-31
[Epistle 1 Peter 3.13-end]
Gospel John 14.15-21
Psalm 66.7-end

SUNDAY 17th MAY - 7th SUNDAY OF EASTER - SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION DAY
For Old Testament Acts 1.6-14
For Epistle Acts 1.6-14
[Epistle 1 Peter 4.12-14; 5.6-11]
Gospel John 17.1-11
Psalm 68.1-10

SUNDAY 24th MAY - DAY OF PENTECOST - WHITSUNDAY
For Old Testament Acts 2.1-21
For Epistle Acts 2.1-21
[Epistle 1 Corinthians 12.3b-13]
Gospel John 20.19-23
Psalm 104.26-end

SUNDAY 31st MAY - TRINITY SUNDAY
Epistle 2 Corinthians 13.11-end
Gospel Matthew 28.16-end

SUNDAY 7th JUNE - 1st SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Old Testament Hosea 5.15 - 6.6
Epistle Romans 4.13-25
Gospel Matthew 9.9-13, 18-26
Psalm 50.7-15

Save the Date! Rev'd Anthony Cross will be
— ordained Priest in Winchester Cathedral on Saturday

; 27t June at 6pm. He will celebrate Holy Communion

for the first time at King’s Somborne on Sunday 28t
June at 10.00am - a service for the whole benefice.
Further details to follow - all invited!

" Photo. Anthony with parish representatives at his ordination
. as deacon last June.
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SERVICES FOR MAY

SUNDAY 3rd MAY - 5th SUNDAY OF EASTER

8.00am  King’s Somborne HOLY COMMUNION BCP

9.30am Awbridge HOLY COMMUNION

9.30am Braishfield FAMILY WORSHIP

10.00am King’s Somborne MORNING WORSHIP

11.00am Michelmersh (& Timsbury) MORNING WORSHIP with BAPTISM
11.45am King's Somborne BAPTISM

6.00pm Farley Chamberlayne EVENING PRAYER BCP

6.30pm  Awbridge DEANERY CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP

J.Thompson
J.Thompson
A.Cross
H.Rowe
J.Thompson
A.Cross
A.Cross
J.Thompson

SUNDAY 10th MAY - 6th SUNDAY OF EASTER - ROGATION SUNDAY

8.00am Farley Chamberlayne HOLY COMMUNION BCP
9.00am Awbridge Village Hall FAMILY BREAKFAST SERVICE
9.30am Braishfield CHRISTIAN AID UNITED SERVICE
10.00am King's Somborne HOLY COMMUNION
11.00am Timsbury FAMILY SERVICE
3.00pm Little Somborne ROGATIONS SERVICE
6.00pm Michelmersh EVENING PRAYER
THURSDAY 14th MAY - ASCENSION DAY
7.30pm Romsey Abbey DEANERY HOLY COMMUNION
SUNDAY 17th MAY - 7th SUNDAY OF EASTER - SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION DAY
9.30am Awbridge HOLY COMMUNION
11.00am Timsbury HOLY COMMUNION BCP
10.00am King's Somborne HOLY COMMUNION
11.15am Farley Chamberlayne FAMILY SERVICE
3.00pm King's Somborne MESSY CHURCH
6.00pm Braishfield EVENING PRAYER BCP
6.00pm Michelmersh EVENING PRAYER + APCM BCP

J.Thompson
J.Thompson
A.Cross
Visitor
A.Cross
A.Cross
H.Rowe

J.Thompson
J.Thompson
Visitor
H.Rowe
Team
M.Hatfield
J.Thompson

SUNDAY 24th MAY - DAY OF PENTECOST - WHITSUNDAY

8.00am  Michelmersh HOLY COMMUNION
9.30am Awbridge MORNING WORSHIP
9.30am Braishfield HOLY COMMUNION
10.00am King’s Somborne HOLY COMMUNION
11.15am Farley Chamberlayne MORNING PRAYER BCP
6.00pm Timsbury EVENING PRAYER BCP
6.00pm King’s Somborne ALIVE

FRIDAY 29th MAY
3.30pm  Braishfield MESSY CHURCH

SUNDAY 31st MAY - TRINITY SUNDAY

J.Thompson
S.Kirby
L.Pickett
J.Thompson
J.Thompson
J.Thompson
Lay led

Team

10.00am Farley Chamberlayne UNITED BENEFICE HOLY COMMUNION J.Thompson
Preacher: M. Hatfield

BCP = Book of Common Prayer - traditional language



